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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Vibrant value chain vital for farmers

      t’s every farmer’s joy to see their 
      produce on a dinning table, after the 
      toiling to care of the plants and 
livestock, till harvest or slaughter moment.

And this can only happen if there is a well 
oiled value chain, hence Tololi Online an 
e-commerce platform to improve market 
access for farmers is most welcome.

Through e-commerce, the producers are 

I
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

assured of their plants and livestock on 
sale reaching a significant number of 
online shoppers, trade has shifted from 
physical to virtual.

The e-commerce lifts the heavy burden 
of farmers looking for where to sell their 
produce, giving them time to concentrate 
on what they know best, which is farming.

And at this stage, it is very appropriate 
for government to be challenged and im-
plored to do more in securing the e-com-
merce for farmers to have faith in this new 
trend, commercial farmers may easily and 
quickly tap in but our subsistence farmers 
will need persuasion led by authorities to 
embark on this opportunity.

More individuals will be lured to farming 
once the value chain is attractive enough, 
remember most startup farmers still need 
knowledge to nurture for plants and rear-
ing of livestock, so finding markets for 
their produce will remove a challenge on 
them.

Tololi Online needs every stakeholders to 
support it, as efforts to pursue more sus-

tainable  purchase contracts for farmers 
are made. Without secure trading plat-
form, more farmers will fall by the wayside 
in their endeavors and the ultimate goal 
of being food secure, will be derailed too.

So we implore the stakeholders with the 
requisite skills in e-commerce to join the 
farming community and close the knowl-
edge gap.

Contract farming is the future and should 
be embraced by the economy to sustain-
able grow our agriculture from it’s infancy.

We hope our think-tanks will see value in 
e-commerce and come out to help farm-
ers on embracing online shopping.

As we keep ears on the ground for good 
news, we say: Vibrant value chain is vital 
for  farmers.

Remember to share with us comments, 
opinions and letters.

Enjoy the read!
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the-skin technology that makes tough possible.

The Amarok.  
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It’s the next level 3.0 V6 TDI engine.

4 Edison Street, Windhoek
Tel. 0264 6141 4200, www.vw.com.na

Autohaus Windhoek
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Bush encroachment threatens agri-
culture

Authorities have raised alarm that the 
bush encroachment is threatening agri-
culture, natural habitats for animals and 
plants of the savannah ecosystem, as 
bushes spread at the expense of grass 
vegetation.

“The decline in agricultural productivity 
due to bush encroachment is estimated 
at around two-thirds in the last 40 years.  
Although agricultural sector contributes 
only 3-5 percent of the country’s GDP, 
it accounts for by far the largest share 
of jobs in the country,” said Minister of 
Environment Forestry and Tourism, Po-
hamba Shifeta.

Currently about 45 million hectares of 
agricultural land is infested with en-
croached bushes which are destroying 
the arable land and reducing its produc-
tivity, Shifeta said, 

To address the problem, Shifeta said the 
country has a climate change adapta-
tion project which stands to reduce the 
burden of bush encroachment as well as 
generate much-needed income.

Bush encroachment is a natural phe-
nomenon characterized by the exces-
sive expansion of bushes (trees and 
shrubs) , such as blackthorn, at the ex-
pense of other plant species, especially 
grasses and has severe negative con-
sequences on key ecosystem services, 
especially agricultural productivity and 
groundwater recharge. 

Farm Credit announce grant benefi-
ciaries

Farm Credit organizations in western 
North Dakota has distributed 11 grants 
totaling $273,500 to worthy programs, 
to improve lives in local communities 
through the Rural Community Grant 
Fund. 

The fund was established as a partner-
ship between AgCountry Farm Credit 
Services and Farm Credit Services of 
Mandan – the two largest providers of 
agricultural loans in western North Da-
kota – and AgriBank Farm Credit Bank, 
their St. Paul, Minn.-based funding 
bank, to help communities impacted by 
mineral development. 

In addition to operating and real estate 
loans, Farm Credit Services of Mandan 
offers agribusiness financing, livestock 
and equipment loans, leasing services, 
tax, recordkeeping and payroll services, 
crop, forage and livestock insurance, life 
and disability insurance, and a cash pa-
tronage program. 

Farmers urged to compile on declara-
tions submissions

Namibia Agricultural Union (NAU) has 
called on farmers to submit outstanding 
Animal Health Declaration statements.

Livestock farmers need to complete 
an Animal Health Declaration every six 
months and, the periods for which dec-
larations must be completed are from 
January to June and July to December 
each year.

“Data collected through submission of 
self-declarations is used for animal dis-
ease control, for tracking of animal dis-
ease trends as well as for compulsory 
reporting to the World Organisation for 
Animal Health,” said NAU in a newslet-
ter.

According to NAU, submitted declara-
tions must reach the district state veter-
inary office within 30 days after the end 
of each reporting period.

However, stock brands or producers 
who fail to submit the declarations on 
time will be restricted until the required 
documentation is submitted. 

“We encourage producers to file their 
submissions online via the NamLITS 
system.”

Firm raises $20m for offshore salmon 
project 

Benguela Blue Aqua Farming is ready 
to advance the country’s first offshore 
salmon farming project after securing 
$20.3 million (€20m) in the first round 
of financing, undercurrentnews.com 
has reported. The offshore farm is en-
visioned to produce 25,000t of Atlantic 
salmon within 10 years.

Unam graduate excells in pig farming

University graduate in marine and aquat-
ic science from the University of Namib-

NEWS BRIEFS

ia’s Sam Nujoma Marine and Coastal 
Resources Research Centre at Henties 
Bay, Hilya Amvula has found passion in 
pig farming.

The startup farmer rears pigs for a liv-
ing at Omakange village in the Omu-
sati region – a skill she gained through 
self-training after failing to secure em-
ployment after graduating.

“Starting out was not easy and it was 
costly because I wanted to have the best 
structures and good quality pigs. I did 
not have enough capital, but I remained 
focused until my business grew,” she 
says.

Amvula says she wants to meet the 
country’s high demand for pork prod-
ucts.

She intends to set up a huge farm with 
concrete floors and ideal climate condi-
tions to protect the pigs against extreme 
weather.

“Pig farming is a business that requires 
passion and determination, because it 
takes time for the pigs to mature. Farm-
ing also requires adequate working cap-
ital, which has greatly limited my ven-
ture,” Amvula says.

WFP support government’s zero hun-
ger initiative

World Food Programme (WFP) has 
launched a crop planting and pilot food 
systems project at the Namibia Correc-
tional Services at Mariental.

According to a statement issued by 
WFP Country Director and Representa-
tive, George Fedha, the initiative is part 
of the United Nations’ strategy to transi-
tion its developmental approach from a 
food hand-out model to enabling small-
holder farmers and local organisations 
to produce food.

“This is part of WFP’s ethos to assist Na-
mibia in her journey towards zero hunger 
by 2030. This strategy is vital in trans-
forming food systems, enhancing live-
lihoods and improving socio-economic 
outcomes for Namibian households,” 
said Fedha, who added that several oth-
er partners including Lithon Consulting 
and the Impact for Africa consulting are 
also involved in the project.
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 he United Nations World Food 
 Programme (WFP) is 
 collaborating with Tololi Online, 
an e-commerce platform, to set up a vir-
tual marketplace as part of efforts to im-
prove market access and boost farmers’ 
income.

With over 70 percent of the country’s 
population depending on agriculture for 
income and livelihood, the virtual mar-
ketplace has so far connected over 100 
smallholder farmers to local markets and 
will benefit several actors across the food 
value chain – from farmers to consumers. 

Farmers have been able to sell fresh pro-
duce such as vegetables, potatoes, green 
pepper, onions, maize, cabbages, beet-
root, tomatoes, and pumpkins.

“The platform will facilitate efficient offtake 
of produce to reduce post-harvest losses, 

T
New platform to boost farmers’ income

minimise food waste and boost produc-
tion and increase profits for farmers,” said 
George Fedha, WFP’s country director in 
Namibia. 
“WFP is committed to accelerating the at-
tainment of zero hunger in Namibia.”

WFP’s collaboration with Tololi aims to 
link more smallholder farmers to market 
through the virtual platform. Through the 
initiative, farmers also receive agriculture 
extension support including training, in-
put support and equipment.

“We at Tololi Online, are incredibly grateful 
and honoured to work with WFP to create 
innovative solutions for the global food 
system, in Namibia,” says Fillemon Nan-
golo, Tololi team lead. 

“By using our expertise in technology and 
innovation, we have been able to devel-
op a solution that addresses some of the 

most pressing challenges facing the Na-
mibian food systems, thereby enhancing 
agribusiness.”

WFP has supported over 1 800 small-
holder farmers countrywide with training, 
inputs, equipment, and infrastructure. 

In partnership with regional governments, 
WFP has since established over 30 inte-
grated food systems projects across the 
country centred at schools, communities, 
correctional facilities, and health facilities 
to upscale food production.

With two types of farming in the country, 
namely commercial farming and subsis-
tence farming, the country’s commercial 
agricultural sector is complemented by 
a large informal sector characterised by 
subsistence farming.

Every drop is precious 

KSB has been providing pumps and valves for more than 60 years to the farming community 
and other industries in South Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Our pumps and valves help farmers to get the water where it is needed. Whatever the 
agricultural application, KSB - the right partner for you  

>Our technology. Your success.
Pumps• Valves· Service 

KSB Pumps and Valves (Pty) Ltd 
H/0 • Tel: +27 11 876 5600, email: info-za@ksb.com • www.ksb.com/ksb-za

Your B·BBEE Level 1 Partner 
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NEWS

 he first-ever Comprehensive 
 Conservation Agriculture 
 Programme (CCAP 2015-2020) 
registered commendable progress to-
wards improving food production and in-
comes for farmers. The framework aims 
to increase the application of conserva-
tion agriculture (CA) principles and prac-
tices among the crop-growing farmers of 
Namibia.

Godfried Meeja, from Otjozondjupa re-
gion says that adopting CA was the best 
decision he ever made as a farmer as he 
increased yields and now earns a decent 
income, while Paulina Aluuma added her 
voice to the awareness encouraging oth-
er farmers to adopt CA as it is an effec-
tive means to counter negative climate 
change effects such as low and variable 
pattern rainfall experienced in their Osha-
na region.

“CA has been promoted as an entry point 
to Climate Smart Agriculture and has the 
potential to contribute towards mitigation 
of some of the climate change and food 
systems challenges in Namibia,” Mildred 
Kambinda, Deputy Executive Director 
in the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and 
Land Reform (MAWLR) noted in the meet-
ing to evaluate the ended CA framework.

The Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) through a 10 
countries regional project “Strengthen-
ing Coordination, Scaling Up and Gov-
ernance of Conservation Agriculture in 
Southern Africa (SUCASA)” is supporting 
development of the second generation 

T

CCAP props up food production, incomes for 
farmers

of CCAP in Namibia. The five-year pro-
gramme will inspire Namibia’s farmers 
towards adopting CA in order to ensure 
resilience, food security and nutrition as 
well as environmental protection.

The development of the first generation 
of the CA framework was also supported 
by FAO in partnership with the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform 
(MAWLR).

“As the global climate crisis intensifies, 
more and more countries are beginning 
to adopt climate-smart, sustainable ag-
riculture to ensure food security to feed 
millions of vulnerable people. Namibia 
still remains a net importer of food items 
and is thus highly exposed to environ-
mental and economic factors affecting 
it as well as those prevailing in food ex-
porting countries, and this increases its 
vulnerability to the shocks,” Ferdinard 
Mwapopi, Assistant FAO Representative 
(Progammes) in Namibia said during a 
consultative meeting.

Consultations among key stakeholders 
are underway from development part-
ners, academia and farmers to guide the 
design of the new intervention, and also 
ensure ownership and its successful im-
plementation.

The new CA framework is being designed 
with the technical support from FAO and 
will seek to transition Namibian farmers 
from rain-fed traditional farming practice 
toward climate-smart agriculture.

Conservation Agriculture adoption and 

scaling up is highlighted in the 5th Na-
tional Development Plan for Namibia 
2017-2022 and the MAWLR Strategic 
Plan 2017-2022. The country has a target 
to have more farmers adopt at least one 
of the CA practices; minimum tillage, crop 
rotation and organic soil cover, by 2025 to 
ensure food and nutrition security.

Agriculture in Namibia is primarily rain-fed 
with the majority of the population en-
gaged in subsistence farming.

“Despite agriculture being the main 
source of food for the smallholder farm-
ers, most conventional farming practices 
have negative impacts on the ecosystems 
and contribute to environmental degra-
dation, for example loss of soil quality,” 
Mwapopi noted.

With the country’s vulnerabilities such as 
prolonged dry spell and floods which at 
times take place simultaneously, Conser-
vation Agriculture adoption would provide 
sustainable food production.

The FAO support is aimed at enhancing 
institutional and individual capacities of 
researchers, extension officers and farm-
ers to enable the adoption of new agri-
cultural good practices for improved crop 
production.

The capacities of the MAWLR are being 
developed to promote CA principles to 
help farmers increase production and pro-
ductivity, thus reducing risks and building 
resilience to climate change.

Cultivating relationships, 
nurturing growth
Let us help you grow from strength-to-strength
with our customised financial solutions.

To make the most of your opportunities and achieve your agribusiness goals, contact 
your nearest FNB branch or the FNB Business Agri division on (061) 299 7293.



 8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | January - March 2023

NEWS

 ld Mutual has announced that 
 its product Agrisure is tailored 
 for the requirements of a com-
mercial farming operations.

The company said the product was craft-
ed on realizing the difficulties in managing 
agricultural risks and the effects unantici-
pated occurrences may have on the long-
term viability of an agricultural producer’s 
enterprise.

“Agrisure provides a comprehensive risk 
management programme that is tailored 
to the requirements of each farmer,” said 
Gert Grobler, General Manager – Com-
mercial Lines, Old Mutual Short-Term In-
surance.

Grobler said that this includes machinery 
breakdown and offers a fast-track claims 
services to reduce downtime to the abso-
lute minimum.

The product comes after Old Mutual has 
over the previous five years noted that 
the agriculture sector’s (fishing exclud-
ed) share of the nation’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) has been little over four 
percent and agricultural output is divided 
roughly in two thirds by the raising of live-
stock and one third by the cultivation of 
crops and forestry.

O

Commercial farmers get comprehensive 
insurance product

Under the product, guesthouses, accom-
modation and lodging that usually have 
additional cover are automatically includ-
ed. 

“With Agrisure you have one product, one 
document, and one premium for all your 
short-term agricultural insurance needs. 
With this extended risk cover, Agrisure 
offers the farmer total peace of mind and 
cover at affordable premiums.”

Agriculture sector insurance has become 
an important component, as the sector 
provides a source of income, food se-
curity, foreign earnings, and raw material 
to the manufacturing sector, the sector 
continues to be an important engine at 
household level as well as for the rest of 
the economy.
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Discover the benefits of our new hybrids for yourself: 

The proof is in the  
              PERFORMANCE 

Discover the

#DEKALBadvantage

SEED YOUR SUCCESS

Explore technology that addresses all 
of your individual farming needs ...

www.cropscience.bayer.co.za  /// www.bayer.co.za  /// Tel: +27 11 921 5002  ///     @DEKALBSA  | @Bayer4Crops  

The registration owner of Roundup Ready® MAIZE 2, YieldGard® MAIZE 2, Acceleron® and DEKALB® is Bayer AG, Germany. 

Bayer (Pty) Ltd. Reg. No. 1968/011192/07.  27 Wrench Road, Isando, 1601.  PO Box 143, Isando, 1600. 

What does the #DEKALBadvantage mean to you? 
To us, it means more than just advanced genetics. It means optimised performance, maximised yields, hands-on support in 

your farming business and a portfolio of tailored crop protection solutions to safeguard your crops against, weeds, insects and 

diseases this season. With a wide range of DEKALB® hybrids to choose from, including stacked traits, Roundup Ready® MAIZE 2, 

YieldGard® MAIZE 2 and conventional hybrids, you can rest assured that you are planting your success this season. 
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 ortescue Future Industries and Enersense Energy 
 Namibia have signed a memorandum of 
 understanding (MoU) to cooperate on accelerating 
the growth of the country’s green hydrogen market for energy 
security and emissions reduction.

With the MoU, Fortescue Future Industries and Enersense En-
ergy Namibia plan to co-produce green hydrogen and green 
ammonia to power ‘Africa’s first net-zero village’ – the Daures 
Green Hydrogen Village. 

Enersense Energy Namibia will leverage Fortescue Future In-
dustries’ global knowledge in green hydrogen development to 
make the Namibia project a success.

Comprising large-scale solar, wind, hydrogen and ammonia 
production systems and transportation networks, which will be 
developed through 2032, the Daures Green Hydrogen Village 
will provide a proof of concept for large-scale green hydrogen 
production, exploitation and exportation to international and 
regional markets in Namibia.

 “The Daures Green Hydrogen Village plans in phase 1 have 
the potential to provide over 50 ongoing sustainable jobs, 100 
temporary jobs during construction and will realize production 
of Namibia’s first batch of green hydrogen, green ammonia 
and carbon free agriculture. 

The Village intends to be Africa’s first Net Zero community and 
has the potential to produce in excess of 1GW worth of renew-
able energy and over 350,000 tons of ammonia,” said Jerome 
Namaseb, Daures Green Hydrogen Village CEO, stated that, 
As per the terms of the MoU, Fortescue Future Industries ad 
Enersense Energy Namibia will co-conduct a study on the fea-
sibility of powering electricity production and farming activities 
including fertilizer production using green ammonia and green 
hydrogen produced from the project. 

The development follows the Daures Green Hydrogen Village 
development securing funding from the German Federal Min-
istry of Research and Education for the installation of an over 
1 MW renewable energy generator and 500 kW electrolyser as 
part of the first phase of the initiative.

The project is also set to supply energy for agricultural projects 
being conducted by the University of Namibia and University 
of Stuttgart.

F

Daures Green 
Hydrogen Village on 
the cards
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Prevent Poor imitations and buy directly from the only bonnox 
factory, situated in sunderland ridge, centurion

only a bonnox invoice will serve as a certificate of authenticity.

076 169 9068 081 865 4543 072 704 8764
zane@bonnox.co.za  •  gerda@bonnox.co.za  •  linda@bonnox.co.za

www.bonnox.co.za

hingejoint® ringlok®

How good is your “defence”?
with the punches...We    
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A fence is a long term investment and 
the correct choice of a fence is 
crucial. Add to that, strong, durable, 
long life expectancy, easy erecting, 
top quality and Bonnox® is the best 
choice for you 
 
Bonnox® is a South African company 
founded in 1962, proud manufacturer 
and distributor of pre-fabricated 
fencing made out of 2mm (specially 
formulated by engineers and 
metallurgists) heavy galvanised steel 
wire.  
 
Bonnox® manufactures 
Hingejoint® fencing. 
This Hingejoint® fencing consists of a 
number of horizontal (line) wires 
interwoven with vertical (stay) wires 
into different spacing and patterns, of 
which some are rectangular and 
some are square. 
 
Fence that is fully galvanized, is about 
eight times more effective against 
natural elements. Therefore, it is only 
natural to choose Bonnox® with a 
much longer lifespan. Keep in mind 
that the regular maintenance of a 
fence should be a priority, because 
even full galvanized fences are 
susceptible to fires. Rust on poles 
must be treated regularly to prevent 
it from spreading to the fence. 

Bonnox® fencing have a high tensile 
breaking strain: 

 415kg on horizontal and  
 220kg in vertical stay wires. 

 
A unique Bonnox® feature is the 
tension curve in the horizontal line 
wires made during the manufacturing 
process, this allow for expansions and 
contractions of the fence in 
temperature changes, putting less 
tension on the corner posts, as well 
as accommodating changes in terrain 
and  resist loss of tension and 
distortion on impact. 
 
All the horizontal wires also cause 
additional strength to the impact 
zone and is thus ideally suited for Big 
Game, Small Game, Farm Animals, 
pets and border fences. 
 
Bonnox® is a very innovative 
Company, constantly listening to their 
customers and trying to satisfy their 
needs – hence the large range of 
products to fit most requirements. 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the protection without obstructing your view. 
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products to fit most requirements. 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the protection without obstructing your view. 
 

 
Money Saver Range: Available in 
300mm vertical spacing for sheep and 
cattle, as well as 150mm vertical 
spacing for dogs and pigs. Heights 
range for 0.648m up to 1.47 

 
Close Mesh Range:   
Available in 150mm vertical spacing 
for Small game as well as 300mm 
vertical spacing for Large game. 
Heights range from 0.91m up to 
2.44m. 
 
Kombi Fence Range: 
Combination of 300mm spacing 
between the vertical wires for the top 
portion and 150mm spacing for the 
bottom portion, for Mixed game.  
Heights range from 1.83m up to 
2.44m 
 
Square Mesh Range:  
Denser fence with 100mm x 100mm 
square blocks. 
Predator proof, mostly  used for Lion 
camps.   
Heights range from 0.6m up to 2.4m. 
 
 
Multi Fence Range:  
75mm vertical spacing for Exotic 
game, also available in combination 
of 150mm spacing between the 
vertical wires for the top portion  
and 75mm spacing for the bottom 
portion. 
Heights range from 0.6m up to 2.4m. 

 
Flexi Fence Range:  
For uneven terrain, has a unique 
Ringlock system that allows the 
fence tremendous flexibility - 
enabling the fence to be erected at 
a gradient of up to 45°. Heights 
range from 1.4m up to 2.1m. 

 
Econo Fence Range:  
Bonnox proudly present the new 
Lightly Galvanised range made from 
top quality raw materials, giving the 
client value for money, different 
patterns available in our popular 
1.2m, 1.8m and 2.4m heights.  

    
Bonnox 3 Metre All-Game Barrier: 
1st Pre-fabricated Hinge Joint game 
fence in South Africa  
Available in 150mm vertical spacing 
for Small game as well as  
300mm vertical spacing for large 
game. 

  
    Bonnox Flower Mesh: 
    Mesh to support long stem cut 

flowers.    
   Available in 96mm x 125mm,    

125mm x 125mm and 125mm x 
250mm 

   Heights range from 1m up to 1.35m  
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NEWS

 en regions - Erongo, Hardap, 
 Karas, Oshikoto, Kunene, 
 Kavango East, Kavango West, 
Ohangwena, Omusati and Zambezi have 
received water softening installations.

The project is in line with improving qual-
ity of life in rural communities under an 
agreement signed between the Environ-
mental Investment Fund (EIF) and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Land 
Reform, for the implementation of several 
installation to soften the brackish water of 
local communities in the Erongo region.

First three pilot installations under the 
agreement were commissioned last year 
September at Vrede, Goeie Geluk Pos 
and Santamab Pos 1 in the vicinity of the 
Spitzkoppe. 

 espite the annual fishing 
 moratorium that starts on 1 
 December and ends on 28 Feb-
ruary, Katima Mulilo Open Market’s fish 
vendors are determined to keep busi-
nesses open during the closure of the 
fishing season, travelling approximately 
210 kilometres to Livingstone in Zambia 
to buy fish.

The aim of the season clos ure is to allow 
fish to breed without disturbance and pro-
duce more fish stock, as currently the fish 
stock is scarce because it is either eco-
nomically overfished or looted.

The moratorium, however, affects the in-
come of more than 108 women who sell 
the region’s signature Zambezi bream, 
either fresh or dry, at the Katima Mulilo 
Open Market.

“We sustain our household needs and 
buy stationery for our children by selling 
fish, as that is our only source of income. 
If only the government would allow the 
fishing of bigger fish at least during the 
closing period, it would help us. At the 
moment, we are struggling to make ends 
meet, because it’s not cheap to buy fish 
from Zambia,” said fish vendor Susan Ka-
subiza.

T

D

Erongo region gets portable water
…new water points to enhance climate change resilience

Fish vendors finds alternative source 
in Livingstone

The water softening installations employ 
reverse osmosis to clean the raw bore-
hole water from a range of minerals to 
produce a clean, potable water.

According to authorities the agreement 
serves to test the feasibility of rolling out 
the installations to many more communi-
ties across the entire Namibia.

“As a fund, we do all we can to support 
the transition to a more sustainable future 
and we want this transition to come as 
fast as possible. 

“It is my firm belief that the water soften-
ing facilities that we are going to put up at 
various community water points will en-
hance their resilience to the impact of cli-
mate change and enable them to diversify 

Fish vendors say they spend about N$850 
per trip to travel to Livingstone, as well as 
charges at the Namibian border, which 
fluctuate between N$300 and N$400.

“If you happen to buy fish for 5000 Zam-
bian kwacha, you only make about N$900 
because the fish is very expensive. On the 
journey, we also have to buy ice cubes 
and other necessities to make sure that 
the fish does not spoil. Despite the clos-
ing season, we are expected to pay for 
our stands at the market, which cost us 
N$180 per month,” said another fish ven-
dor, Petronella Lyomba.

Despite all the added expenses of sourc-

their livelihoods by growing vegetables 
in their gardens achieving universal and 
equitable access to safe and affordable 
drinking water for all,” said Benedict Li-
banda, the Fund’s Chief Executive Officer.
He further highlighted that special atten-
tion was paid to theft proofing to prevent 
the solar panels and reticulation infra-
structure to get stolen.

Ndiyakupi Nghituwamata, the Executive 
Director in the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Water and Land Reform, said the funding 
of the proposed pilot projects in the ten 
regions is in collaboration with the decen-
tralized function of the Rural Water Sup-
ply and Sanitation Coordination Unit.

ing the fish in Zambia, their customers 
still complain about the prices being high, 
said Lyomba.

The closure of the fishing season also 
sees fewer customers frequenting the fish 
stalls, especially in December, because 
despite many locals working outside town 
coming for holidays and wanting fish, 
they believe there won’t be any, she said.
“We even have customers outside the 
region that we cannot supply during this 
period. It’s really not the easiest three 
months for our businesses, but we have 
to push through it because we have daily 
lives to sustain,” she said.
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CANINE GENETICS
DNA profiling, parentage verification, health testing and 
colour testing in canines. 

FELINE GENETICS
DNA profiling, parentage verification, health testing and 
colour testing in felines developed on a demand basis.

CATTLE GENETICS
Cattle DNA profiling and parentage is based on ISAG 
and FAO STR markers/SNP markers and mutation 
analysis.

WILDLIFE GENETICS
Wildlife DNA profiling is offered for several species 
using an extensive highly informative STR marker panel 
for routine DNA profiling and parentage. Wildlife sub-
species services provided for Sable, Roan and Eland. 

ZooOmics™,  

the animal genetics 
division of inqaba 
biotec™ (est. 2002)  
has been dedicated 
to providing accurate 
genetic tests and 
exceptional client 
service for over  
a decade to  
sub-Saharan 
Africa.

We comply with reputable international 

and national organisations, provide 
100 tests, with over 10 years of animal 
genetics experience. Genetics is an 

evolving and innovating field and our 

expert team have maintained our place 

at the forefront by contributing to the 

industry and developing these cutting-

edge techniques.

071 493 21 37    l    E-mail: info@zooOmics.co.za    

Facebook: www.facebook.com/inqababiotec    l    www.ZooOmics.com

EQUINE

PIGEON 

CAPRINE 

SHEEP

OTHER ISAG STR PANELS OFFERED:

NEWS

 he Namibia Agricultural Union 
 (NAU) is committed to 
 maintaining the human dignity 
of farmworkers and to ensure that they 
could enjoy a dignified retirement.

Members of the Namibia Agricultur-
al Union is committed to changing the 
sometimes-negative perception that 
exists with regard to working on farms, 
according to the association’s president, 
Piet Gouws.

This was according to Piet Gouws, pres-
ident of the NAU, responding to the Na-
mibian Agricultural Employers’ Associa-
tion’s (AEA) biennial wage survey for the 
2021/22 financial year, which showed that 
the average basic salary of a farmworker 
amounted to R2 574/month.

This represented an 8, 79 percent increase 
compared with the previous financial year.
The AEA said in a statement that the av-

T
NAU committed to uplifting farmworkers
By ANNELIE COLEMAN 

erage monthly cash salary was R1 880, 
while the value of monthly rations pro-
vided to farmworkers amounted to about 
R694.

Other perks included free housing, free 
transport for children to and from schools, 
free transport for workers and their de-
pendents to clinics and hospitals, as well 
as permission to keep livestock and other 
animals, such as donkeys and horses, on 
farmers’ land without having to pay com-
pensation.

About of 67 percent of farmworker house-
holds had electricity in their homes, which 
included a solar power supply.

In addition, 94 percent of the survey 
participants confirmed that they paid an 
annual bonus to their workers, with 79 
percent also indicating that their workers 
received regular salary increases.

Gouws told Farmer’s Weekly that agri-
cultural workers formed an integral role, 
directly and indirectly, in the agricultural 
value chain of that country. According to 
him, 70 percent of the Namibian popula-
tion was employed by the broader agri-
culture sector.

“We were well on our way to start imple-
menting a number of initiatives before the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck the country. 
At the moment, we are revisiting initiatives 
such as [negotiating] with local municipal-
ities in terms of land for retirement homes 
for farmworkers.

“It is the intention of the agricultural em-
ployers of Namibia to change the some-
times-negative perceptions about farm 
labour, and to position the industry in 
such as way that jobs on farms become 
jobs of choice,” he said.



Practical
Convenient
Multi-functional

Shell Spirax S3 T Oil is ‘Super Tractor Oil Universal’ (STOU) oil designed for use in a wide 
variety of modern agricultural equipment. It is a blend of high viscosity index base oils and 
an advanced additive package designed to give reliable performance in a wide range of 
farming applications. One oil for many lubricant applications around the farm.

For more info contact:
Ruaan Taylor 
+264 81 145 7283
Email address: Ruaan.Taylor@vivoenergy.com 

Patrick Kamhulu
+264 81 125 4988
Email address: Patrick.Kamhulu@vivoenergy.com

Premium Performance, SAE 15W-40, Universal Tractor Oil

SHELL SPIRAX S3 T
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Accelerate the Adoption of Solar Refrigeration 
in Namibia
    nnovative energy efficient off-grid 
    refrigeration solutions are becoming 
    increasingly popular because they 
can increase food security, reduce food 
wastage and mitigate CO2 emissions as 
well as generate possible economic ben-
efits for rural communities. 

Even when milk, meat and vegetables are 
plentiful, communal farmers rarely have 
access to cooling appliances and are left 
outside of the cold chain. Improved ac-
cess to energy-efficient, off-grid appropri-
ate refrigeration can immediately and sig-
nificantly improve the lives and livelihoods 
of our communal and emerging farmers.

 In addition to access to fresh food, refrig-
eration  extends the viability of life-saving 
medicines and vaccines.

The technical score is that the size of a 
solar panel required to power a best in-
class off-grid refrigerator is nine times 
smaller than what is required to power a 
conventional refrigerator. Regarding ener-
gy consumption, every refrigerator takes 
a surge of energy to start up.  This is the 
same with solar refrigeration, but the dif-
ference is that the start-up wattage of a 
DC appliance is significantly lower than 
that of an AC one.

Energy storage remains a challenge 
both in cost and capacity, but alternative 
groundbreaking technologies are already 
on the Namibian market. It is possible to 
have a 12V DC refrigerator powered with-
out batteries, using 50-80W PV modules 
as a source of energy plus the ice stor-
age technology of the appliance, to get 
+ 4°C..+12°C cooling temperature range 
at ambient temperatures ranging +16°C - 
+40°C. 

In conclusion, the importance of taking 
care of our environment should not come 
short, hence the shift to CO2 mitigating 
refrigerants for these appliances.  

Moira Alberts, Managing Director & 
Co-Founder of Taatisolar. 

I
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SPECIALISTS SERVICES

environmentally
responsible

safe thermal treatment 
of hazardous and toxic waste

28 Keramiek Street | Clayville | Olifantsfontein | 1665

 t +27 (11)316 1800 | f +27 11 316 4999 | e info@athermal.co.za

www.athermal.co.za

Chemicals Division 
The A-Thermal chemical division is able to treat 
the following hazardous waste through 
thermal destruction:

   laboratory waste chemicals pesticides
  expired pure organo-chloride and organo-
sulphide waste

  permanent destruction of persistent organic 
Pollutants (POPs)

  cyanide waste
  decontamination of containers 
used in the chemical and 
pesticides industry

  sludges and wastewater/liquids contaminated 
with organo-chlorides

  heavymetal contaminated waste such as 
mercury waste

Pharmaceutical Division
The A-Thermal pharmaceutical division 
specialises in permanent, secure destruction 
of pharmaceuticals. Waste treated includes:

  fi nished pharmaceutical products (expired 
and discontinued)

  intermediate products raw materials
  quality assurance retention samples natural, 
homeopathic or complimentary medicine

 clinical trials
  laboratories in pharmaceutical industries
 medical devices
 cosmetic industries
  schedule 5 – 6 drugs (overseen by 
full-time on-site pharmacist)

CONNECT NOW
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CORPORATE NEWS

     ith entire range of services for 
     fertilizers, petrochemical, oil 
     and gas and others, 
thyssenkrupp Uhde continues to optimise 
safety, reducing operational costs with 
turnkey condensation and recovery solu-
tion.

thyssenkrupp Uhde has successfully sup-
plied and commissioned a Drop Tank and 
Rail Loading Condenser Unit at Richards 
Bay harbour which has contributed to re-
duced operational costs and optimised 
safety for a key customer, as its latest 
project.

The scope of the project was to reduce 
levels of flaring NH3 vapours during the 
loading process by means of condensa-
tion and recovery from non-condensable 
components present in rail tanker vents. 

“The Drop Tank part of the project is used 
to drain the last volume from the main 
storage tanks that cannot be pumped out 
due to the properties of NH3. The con-
denser portion of the project recovers 

W

thyssenkrupp Uhde continues to optimise 
safety

ammonia vapour directly from rail tanker 
vents during filling operations, which lim-
its flaring episodes of ammonia product. 

This new condenser system reduces the 
burden on the existing storage tanks 
refrigeration system by separating the 
non-condensable components direct-
ly from rail tanker vents before entering 
storage, subsequently lowering opera-
tional costs and optimising flaring,” said 
Dr. Spiro Comitis, Chief Process Engineer 
for thyssenkrupp Uhde, 

Comitis points out the importance of this 
project in ensuring statutory inspections 
are achieved safely and timeously, owing 
to the implementation of the drop-tank. 
Renowned for its EPC (Engineering, Pro-
curement and Construction) capabilities 
and expertise, thyssenkrupp Uhde com-
pleted the concept development (FEL1) 
and basic engineering (FEL2) to assist in 
defining the final scope and budget. All 
necessary engineering was completed at 
thyssenkrupp Uhde’s home office. 

“We deployed a full management team to 
site to ensure that four key project objec-
tives - schedule, quality, safety and costs 
- are achieved,” said André van Zyl the tk 
Uhde Project Manager. 

“We also collaborated with sub-contrac-
tors and suppliers who share our quality 
and safety ethos.”

The customer gave thyssenkrupp Uhde 
the green light to commence with the 
project in October 2019 with scope of 
supply starting at the same time. 

Installation began in November 2021 and 
commissioning, which was conducted 
jointly by thyssenkrupp Uhde and the 
customer’s technical NH3 specialist, 
kicked off in October 2022, with project 
completion one month later. 

André affirms that the thyssenkrupp Uhde 
team will continue to assist the customer 
as required from an engineering and con-
struction point of view. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

 tatistics from the World Food 
 Programme (WFP) has indicated 
 that, 349 million people across 
79 countries are acutely food insecure 
and the prevalence of undernourishment 
is also on the rise, following three years of 
deterioration. 

“This situation is expected to worsen, with 
global food supplies projected to drop to 
a three-year low in 2022/2023,” said Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Di-
rector General Qu Dongyu, International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva, World Bank Group 
(WBG) President David Malpass,

World Food Programme (WFP) Executive 
Director David Beasley and World Trade 
Organization (WTO) Director General 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala in a joint statement.
The statement said the need is especial-
ly dire in 24 countries that FAO and WFP 
have identified as hunger hotspots, of 
which 16 are in Africa. 

“Fertilizer affordability as defined by 
the ratio between food prices and fer-
tilizer prices is also the lowest since the 
2007/2008 food crisis, which is leading 
to lower food production and impacting 
smallholder farmers the hardest, worsen-
ing the already high local food prices.”

The announcement further notes that the 
reduction in 2022 of the production of 
rice, for which Africa is the largest import-
er in the world, coupled with prospects of 
lower stocks, is of grave concern. 

“In response to the inflation of food, fuel 
and fertilizer prices, countries have spent 
over US$710 billion for social protection 
measures covering 1 billion people, in-
cluding approximately US$380 billion for 
subsidies. [4] However, only US$4.3 bil-
lion has been spent in low-income coun-

S

Food insecurity worries world leaders

tries for social protection measures, com-
pared to US$507.6 billion in high-income 
countries.”

The message also calls for nations to pre-
vent a worsening of the food and nutrition 
security crisis, with urgent actions such to 
rescue hunger hotspots, facilitate trade, 
improve the functioning of markets, and 
enhance the role of the private sector, and 
reform and repurpose harmful subsidies 
with careful targeting and efficiency.

The leaders urged countries to balance 
short-term urgent interventions with lon-
ger-term resilience efforts on responding 
to the crisis.

“We call on governments and donors to 
support country-level efforts to address 
the needs in hotspots, share information 
and strengthen crisis preparedness.”

The WFP and FAO put out a plea for 
funds to urgently serve the most vulner-
able immediately. In 2022, WFP and part-
ners reached a record number of peo-
ple – more than 140 million – with food 
and nutrition assistance, based on a re-
cord-breaking US$14 billion in contribu-
tions, of which US$7.3 billion came from 
the United States Government alone. 

WFP sent over US$3 billion in cash-based 
transfers to people in 72 countries and 
provided support to school feeding pro-
grams in 80 countries, including 15 million 
children through direct support and more 
than 90 million children through bolster-
ing government national school feeding 
programs. FAO has invested US$1 billion 
to support more than 40 million people in 
rural areas with time sensitive agricultural 
interventions. 

“These activities were primarily focused 
on the 53 countries listed in the Global 

Report on Food Crises.” 

Currently the World Bank is providing a 
US$30 billion food and nutrition security 
package covering the 15 months from 
April 2022 to June 2023, including US$12 
billion of new projects, which have all 
been committed ahead of schedule. 

“This also includes US$3.5 billion in new 
financing for food and nutrition security in 
hotspots. In addition, the Bank has allo-
cated US$748 million from its US$1 bil-
lion Early Response Financing modality of 
IDA’s Crisis Response Window (CRW) to 
mostly address needs in hotspots and is 
mobilizing additional funds for the CRW.”

On the other hand, the IMF’s new Food 
Shock Window has so far supported 
Ukraine, Malawi, Guinea and Haiti, while 
nine countries facing acute food insecu-
rity benefited from IMF financial support 
through new programs or augmentation 
of existing ones, with a focus on strength-
ening social safety nets and policies to 
help address the impact of the food crisis. 
The Global Alliance for Food Security 
(GAFS) is supporting greater crisis pre-
paredness through the development 
and operationalization of multisectoral 
Food Security Crisis Preparedness Plans 
across 26 counties, which should be sup-
ported by governments and donors. 

“GAFS also continues to monitor the se-
verity of the food crisis and the financing 
of the global response through the Global 
Food and Nutrition Security Dashboard. 
The announcement is the third joint state-
ment by the Heads of the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization, International Mon-
etary Fund, World Bank Group, World 
Food Programme, and World Trade Orga-
nization on the Global Food and Nutrition 
Security Crisis. 
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www.bigdutchman.co.za

With Big Dutchman
you’ve hit the bull’s eye!

T O P  Q U A L I T Y  P R O D U C T S

Always a step ahead with our housing and 
 feeding equipment for modern poultry (broilers, 
layers) and pig production.

Big Dutchman S. A. (Pty) Ltd
PO Box 276 Edenvale Gauteng 1610 RSA,
Tel. +27 11 452-1154, sales@bigdutchman.co.za

 frica’s push for food 
 sovereignty and resilience 
 depends on investment and 
partnerships, African Development Bank 
Group (AfDB) president Akinwumi Adesi-
na said at the Dakar 2 Summit in Senegal.
Speaking during a panel discussion on 
‘Building multilateral partnerships and fi-
nancing support’, Adesina outlined how 
the bank was using technology to spur 
agricultural productivity in various African 
countries.

“Today we have the technologies to feed 
Africa; we need to put them into the 
hands of the farmers. The technologies 
are working and we have to deliver them 
at scale,” Adesina told the panel, mod-
erated by Daouda Sembene, the Chief 
Executive Officer of global development 
advisory firm - Africatalyst.

Adesina repeated his five priority objec-
tives, including Feed Africa, when he first 
assumed the bank’s leadership role.
“Since then, more than 250 million people 
across the continent have benefitted from 
the bank’s investments, projects and pro-

A
Technology can spur agri-development – AfDB

grammes, driven mainly by technology,” 
he said.

Adesina highlighted the Technologies for 
African Agricultural Transformation, which 
he said had significantly increased wheat 
yields in Ethiopia and Sudan.

The bank is rolling out Special Agro-In-
dustrial Processing Zones which are de-
signed to transform Africa’s agricultural 
sector.

“We’re going to build on these to boost 
production and feed Africa. We are going 
to work not as individual institutions, but 
as partners to achieve rapid results,” he 
said.

The director general of the Arab Bank for 
Economic Development, Sidi Ould Tah, 
said as development partners, multilater-
al development agencies must work with 
governments, civil society bodies, farm-
ers, and sister agencies to feed Africa.

“This is a new departure for Africa; It is 
a new momentum, and we believe our 

common action will help Africa feed it-
self,” Tah said.

The president of the West African Devel-
opment Bank, Serge Ekué, said his organ-
isation plans to invest US$2 billion over 
five years to support agriculture in Africa.
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Magnificent baler technology

HYUNDAI MACHINERY NAMIBIA (HMN),  
are now also dealers of the magnificent AGRONIC 
820 & 1220 MultiBalers that can ensile forage in 
chopped or processed form, in wrapped bales, ready 
for use and easy to transport. Quality of feed is  
ensured through the highest oxygen removal rate  
of any ensiling (‘kuilvoer’) process. 

1 Year Warranty on machines & spares.

& Steven Marnewick 
081 404 7930 

UNIT 2 • QE PARK  
NELSON MANDELA AVE  
SWAKOPMUND

steven@hmn.com.na 
admin@hmn.com.na
www.hmn.com.na

AGRONIC
MultiBalers now  
available in Namibia!
For more info contact:

To see all our Excavators, Loaders, Rollers & TLB’s   
please visit www.hmn.com.na or better still, visit us in  
Swakopmund at Unit 2, QE Park, Nelson Mandela Ave.

Magnificent baler technology

      hen it comes to silage 
      making, there are various 
      options available to farmers 
and consumers eg. conventional dry 
bales, silo bags and bunkers, but one 
method produces superior quality with 
the lowest loss, has the longest shelf life 
(3 years) and can be transported direct-
ly off the land. The method I am talking 
about is the wrapped bales made by 
AGRONIC MultiBalers.

Magnificent baler technology, developed 
& produced in Finland & the Netherlands, 
brought to Namibia through HMN (Hyun-
dai Machinery Namibia) in partnership 
with Saxeni Agric of South Africa.

NB: The key to successful silage is 
the efficient elimination of oxygen and 
great compaction which these ma-
chines do exceptionally well.

These machines are extremely versatile 
and any chopped material can be suc-
cessfully baled from maize, soya, lucerne, 
wheat, barley, teff, hay, grass, TMR (total 
mixed ration), alfalfa, pulp, wood chips or 
any other material that might meet your 
requirements!

Feed packed in bales with AGRONIC 
MultiBalers have been scientifically prov-
en to generate a higher yield in milk and 
meat production when compared to feed 
from silos and it maintains its high palat-
ability and doesn’t degrade much due to 
exposure. Of all silage storage methods 
available, the wrapped bales from Agron-
ic machines have the highest measured 

W compaction. We found high yields in lu-
cerne with a protein content of 29%.

Diesel costs are kept low through baling 
whilst cutting/chopping in the field espe-
cially if the PTO (power take off) is con-
nected directly behind the tractor/chop-
per in tandem but can also be done next 
to the chopper. 

The other main advantage of this method 
is the ease and quantity that can be load-
ed and transported between destinations, 
which is handy, especially under the cur-
rent drought conditions. Up to 34 ton can 
be loaded on a Link truck and the feed is 
already wrapped and can easily be sold 
per bale.

The actual feed loss during bale making & 
transport is minimal (less than 4%) whilst 
conventional feed loss during transport 
& storage can be up to 30%. In the past 
one could not easily buy forage, but now 
silage can be made on your farm for you. 

A 10 ha area that normally takes around a 
week to harvest and place in bunkers can 
now be baled and stored within 24 hours.

The worse drought in over 150 years in 
some areas has made silage the logical 
alternative to feeding domestic & game 
animals. What used to cost N$6000/ton 
in Winter can now be delivered at NS500 
to N$1400/ton. A significant saving with 
the added benefit of longer storage life.

We currently have two MultiBaler ma-
chines on the market namely the 820 & 
1220 models, both able to produce up to 
40 bales/hour. The 820 model produces 
a bale weighing 350 - 400kg (depending 
on material), that is 85cm wide with a 85 
- 90cm diameter, whilst the 1220 model 
produces a bale of 750 - 850kg, that is 1m 
wide and a 105 - 120cm diameter.

Both machines are equipped with its own 
hydraulic systems and only needs a PTO 
in front of the machine. For the 820 mod-
el a tractor of 80 - 85 HP horsepower is 
needed, whilst for the 1220 model a trac-
tor/PTO of 100 - 110 HP is required.

Make the intelligent move to silage mak-
ing and visit www.hmn.com.na

Text compiled & written by Gys Gijsbers
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

              he GDP contribution from agriculture 
              increased to US$2794.70 million in 
              the second quarter of 2022 from 
US$1049.30 million in the first quarter of 2022, 
according to the Namibia Statistics Agency but 
Namibia still desperately needs to improve ag-
ricultural production systems and tackle the 
threats of climate change and uncertainty.

Namibia is a country where rural households de-
pend heavily on agriculture and where farming 
systems are highly sensitive to volatile climatic 
conditions. Development in Namibia is guided 
by the Vision 2030 initiative, the Fifth National 
Development Plan, the zero-hunger strategic re-
view and the Harambee Prosperity Plan, which all 
recognize the importance of food and nutrition 
security and support the Zero Hunger initiative in 
contributing to Namibia’s drive to achieve Sus-
tainable Development Goals 2 and 17.

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine Increases Food In-
security in Africa.

The Food and Agricultural Organization estimates 
that as many as 13 million more people worldwide 
will be pushed into food insecurity as a result of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. With Ukrainian sup-
plies cut off, food prices are on the rise across 
Africa. The food Namibia imports includes vari-
ous categories of vegetables and fruit, tea, spic-
es, seed of wheat, maize, roasted malt, sunflower 
seed and oil, margarine, prepared foods, bulgur 
wheat, sweet biscuits and all types of juices and 
water.

Little attention is vested on communal farmers 
and their indigenous knowledge of food produc-
tion. The Zambezi and the two Kavango regions 
are by far the best options as hubs for food se-
curity in Namibia. This whole dependence on 
South Africa and other countries for everything, 
especially food is going to cost us a lot. If our 
own people, government and whosoever is con-
cerned, do not invest in these things soon, we as 
a nation will be labelled a ‘begging nation.’

Therefore, given that agriculture is a leading sec-
tor in our country, the resilience of farming sys-
tems to adapt to climate change is crucial. The 
improvements in farm production systems also 
provide a major mitigation source by increasing 
carbon stocks in terrestrial systems and reducing 
emissions by increasing efficiency. At the same 
time, more needs to be done to increase rural 
living standards, reduce regional income differ-
entials and lower the rate of rural-urban migra-
tion, while concomitantly increasing agricultural 
production and enhancing Namibia’s food and 
nutrition security.

The Government of Namibia should implement 
a rural development strategy which focuses on 
large modern farms and family farming. The ef-
fective implementation of NDP5 and HPP2 will 
strengthen Namibia’s position in agriculture. To 
make this shift, regulatory reforms are needed 
which define the principles of public investment, 
lay out a framework for attracting private invest-
ment to the agricultural sector, and enhance ac-
cess to finance and operational responsiveness.

T

Resilient agriculture required to attain GDP 
growth targets By JOSEF KEFAS SHEEHAMA

Furthermore, considering agriculture’s impor-
tance to the overall economy, there are challeng-
es that need to be addressed urgently to unleash 
its full potential. One such challenge is agricul-
tural marketing and trade. In Namibia, only the 
UNAM Neudamm and Ogongo campuses have 
a dedicated department for agricultural market-
ing and a lot more focus is needed by academia 
and research. Training at Neudamm and Ogongo 
focuses on agriculture, management of natural 
resources and environmental science. The down-
ward trend in enrollment in agriculture courses 
poses a serious concern to the agriculture sector, 
which is responsible for supporting the country’s 
growing need for food security. Agriculture is one 
sector that can really turn things around in this 
country but the government seems to be paying 
only lip service to it.

The government can create a new awareness 
about the potential of this sector and its diverse 
opportunities. There should be a re-orientation 
programme where the youth will be taught to see 
agriculture as business that can create agro-bil-
lionaires. The greater freedom of world trade will 
mean that it is important to stay competitive. 
Efficiency and productivity will be of utmost im-
portance. The agricultural economist must, there-
fore, train people in the most economical use of 
production factors. Hence, the government must 
invest heavily in agriculture so that we can har-
ness the huge resources in the sector.

Furthermore, without reforms of the faculties at 
Neudamm and Ogongo, we cannot talk about 
competitive agriculture. A major challenge con-
fronting the agricultural community is how to 
develop policies and strategies that will help 
previously disadvantaged farmers to benefit from 
the more liberalized, deregulated market for ag-
ricultural products. Much of the research effort 
on the part of agricultural economists working for 
Neudamm and Ogongo focused on identifying 
the needs of this new, emerging group of farmers 
and developing support programmes for credit, 
production inputs and marketing processes. One 
of the traditional tasks of the agricultural econ-
omist is to provide farmers with economic and 
financial advice.

In addition, agricultural economists should guide 
farmers as to which would be the most advan-
tageous combination of the different production 
factors in his or her operation, to be able to pro-
duce at the lowest possible input costs. This will 
and should always be one of the most important 
tasks of agricultural economists. They must also 
be aware of which product might hold the best 
advantages, and where and how it should be mar-
keted. The expertise of the agricultural economist 
will become more and more important to assist 
emerging farmers to become successful, given a 
large number of new entrants into the commer-
cial agricultural sector as a result of land reform. 
They will play a major role in feasibility studies of 
projects and programmes for developing farmers, 
and this area poses significant challenges to the 
agricultural economists.

Moreover, the maintenance and strengthening 
of food security means that farm production 

systems need to adapt to increase productivity 
and, ultimately, lower output volatility in the face 
of important weather events. Production systems 
need to become more robust, better able to per-
form well in the face of vital stressful conditions 
and farming accidents, and to sustain farms and 
revenue.

Greater production and resilience in agriculture 
requires a transformation in natural resource 
management. Moving to those systems could 
also lead, by increasing carbon sinks, to signif-
icant mitigation benefits and reduction in emis-
sions per unit of agricultural output. Furthermore, 
to address the current economic crisis and make 
the economy viable again, we must do everything 
constitutionally possible to destroy corruption be-
cause even if the economy is buoyant and there is 
still corruption, we will revert to crisis again.

It is important we tackle corruption at all levels 
and take everyone along. Additionally, we also 
need to diversify the economy. We have to bal-
ance things in terms of our foreign reserves, 
which will only happen if we diversify the econ-
omy and go back to agriculture, and also take a 
more serious look at the mineral resources sector. 
Farmers, agribusinesses and financiers cannot 
achieve success without keeping up with interna-
tional agricultural trends. The truth is that many of 
today’s policies and regulatory frameworks are an 
obstacle for Radical Economic Transformation.

The dream of Namibia’s economic emancipation 
can’t be deferred any longer. The commercial and 
communal farmers have to join hands to assist 
each other in farming challenges. Therefore, we 
cannot afford to replicate the inequalities and 
injustices that continue condemning, the 1896 
Redline Radical Economic Transformation. The 
sooner we redefine communal setups in terms 
of their benefits and strengths to livestock farm-
ers as opposed to their weakness, the better our 
farmers will become.

We have many successes in stabilizing agricul-
ture in the short term and in building efficiency, 
however, this very success has interfered with our 
ability to allow agricultural systems to adapt to 
the rising rate of environmental change and to be 
transformed when needs and opportunities arise.

There will be costs to allowing transformation and 
maintaining a resilient agriculture, but these will 
be compensated by the capacity to maintain hu-
man well-being in the long run. We need young 
talented people because of the challenges we 
face in the agriculture sector, with regards to cli-
mate change, to be able to feed our people effi-
ciently and safely.

In conclusion, a resilient agriculture that elimi-
nates hunger, provides development opportuni-
ties, and maintains the supply of natural capital 
and a diversity of ecosystem services, is a ba-
sic condition for the persistence and prosperity 
of human society. Achieving this goal will require 
developing an agriculture that is persistent, adap-
tive, and transformative.
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