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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Let’s do more than talking for Meatco

 or years Meatco has been 
	 reeling	in	financial	doldrums,	
	 it’s	 time	 farmers	 and	 stake-
holders	 take	actions	against	 its	nev-
er-ending	woes,	enough	is	enough!

However,	 for	 financial	 institutions	 to	
be	 giving	 soft	 loans	 to	Meatco,	 it	 is	
a sign for hope that Meatco can be 
revived.	To	do	better,	there	is	need	to	

F
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

deliberately	 change	 strategies	 being	
implemented	to	save	Meatco.	Policy	
makers	and	think-tanks	should	bring	
robust changes to Meatco, farmers 
and	the	economy	since	the	nation	at	
large	needs	a	vibrant	Meatco.

Yes,	a	lot	needs	to	be	done,	Meatco	
should	be	put	on	a	positive	trajectory	
once	more	as	more	efforts	are	being	
made	to	do	away	with	uncertainties	of	
food	securities	facing	most	countries.	
Now,	a	lot	of	dynamics	have	changed	
in	the	way	of	doing	business	and	the	
same	 goes	 for	 beef	 production,	 we	
need	technology	supported	initiatives	
to	prop	up	the	beef	industry	and	align	
with	the	new	norms	in	beef	farming.

Therefore,		think-tanks	need	to	come	
with	 more	 incentives	 to	 lure	 stake-
holders	 in	 our	 communities	 to	 rally	
behind	 beef	 farming,	 there	 is	 need	
to	 support	 the	 industry	 for	 a	 better	
Meatco.	Every	 innovative	 idea	genu-
inely	shared	should	help	improve	the	
beef	 industry	 value	 chain	 for	 wom-
en	 farmers.	 Over	 the	 years	 different	

programmes	and	projects	have	been	
put	in	place	to	help,	we	say	Kudos	to	
those	that	have	already	started	help-
ing	 Meatco,	 for	 your	 efforts	 are	 not	
in	 vain	but	we	need	more.	We	need	
more commercial entities to put the 
right	support	and	correct	nurturing	for	
a	viable	Meatco.

Let	government	and	the	private	sec-
tor	 strategise	 and	 work	 on	 giving	
Meatco the best support for the ben-
efit	of	farmers.	With	more	empowered	
farmers,	 a	 lot	will	 be	 achieved	 such	
as	 reducing	 poverty,	 malnutrition,	
hunger,	 donor	 reliance	 among	 oth-
ers. Our plea is for Meatco to get re-
sounding	support,	 for	 farming	 is	 the	
base for rural economies.

Remember to share with us your 
comments, opinions and letters.

Merry Christmas and wishing you a 
Prosperous New Year!

Enjoy the read!
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Ethiopia benchmarks from local live-
stock sector

United	 Nations	 Industrial	 Development	
Organization (UNIDO) recently organ-
ised	a	five-day	study	tour	to	get	an	ex-
perience	from	the	local	livestock	sector.

The	visiting	delegation,	led	by	Ethiopian	
State	Minister	for	Livestock	and	Fishery	
Sector,	Fikru	Regassa	Gari	visited	differ-
ent	agricultural	institutions	in	and	around	
Windhoek	to	familiarize	with	the	setup	of	
agricultural	institutions	in	the	field.

Anna	 Shiweda,	 the	 Deputy	Ministry	 Of	
Agriculture,	Water	and	Land	Reform	said		
the	agriculture	is	a	key	pillar	of	the	econ-
omies of many African countries as it re-
mains	the	economic	and	social	mainstay	
of	 the	majority	of	 the	population	 in	our	
countries, particularly because 70 per-
cent	of	 the	population	depends	on	this	
sector	for	its	livelihood.	

“I am sure that this economic status of 
agriculture	also	applies	to	Namibia	and	
Ethiopia,”	Shiweda	said.

Shiweda	said,	 for	 this	 reason,	 their	co-
operation in this important sector is be-
fitting	 and	 embodies	 potential	 mutual	
benefits	 for	 the	 farmers	 as	 it	 avails	 an	
opportunity to learn from each other in 
terms of agricultural policies, strategies, 
and	programs.

FMD restriction partially lifted

The	 restrictions	 on	 the	 movement	 of	
cloven-hoofed	animals	and	animal	prod-
ucts	 in	 the	 Zambezi	 region	 have	 been	
partially	lifted.

Authorities	 had	 imposed	 restriction	 af-
ter	detecting	a	Foot	and	mouth	disease	
(FMD)	outbreak	in	cattle	in	October.	

The	 new	 Disease	 Management	 Area	
(DMA)	includes	the	following	crush	pens:	
Kabulabula,	 Kasika,	 Makoma,	 Nkoza,	
Mafube,	Nzobwe,	Old	Lusese,	Mutwal-
wizi	1,	2	and	3,	Sigwe,	Nyange,	Mbasi,	
Masikili,	 Ihaha,	Namiyundu.	Nangwena,	
Simakuni,	 Nankuntwe,	 Musekezi,	 Na-
tungu,	 Nsundwa,	 Silubaba,	 Ntelemba,	
Limai,	 Mundial,	 Jojo,	 Ikota,	 Mudokom,	
Simasiku,	Muzii,	Ivilivinzi,	Itomba,	Kazu-
ka	and	Luhonono.

According	 to	 authorities	movement	 re-
strictions	 of	 all	 cloven-hoofed	 animals	

and	 animal	 products	 from	 the	 DMA	 to	
the	rest	of	the	region	will	stay	in	place.

Outbreak of lung sickness contained

The	control	measures	that	were	imposed	
following	 an	 outbreak	 of	 contagious	
Bovine	 Pleuropneumonia,	 commonly	
known	as	lung	sickness	which	occurred	
in most parts of the Northern Commu-
nal Areas (NCA) since February this year 
have	been	lifted.

The	disease	was	confirmed	in	Kavango	
West,	 Kavango	 East,	 Ohangwena,	 and	
Oshikoto	(north	of	the	veterinary	cordon	
fence),	 Omusati,	 and	 Kunene	 (north	 of	
the	veterinary	cordon	fence)	regions.

“To	 control	 this	 outbreak,	 the	 following	
control	measures	were	instituted	name-
ly:	movement	 restrictions	 of	 live	 cattle,	
vaccination	of	cattle,	as	well	as	disease	
surveillance	 in	 all	 affected	 regions.	 To	
date	 the	 mass	 vaccination	 of	 cattle	 in	
all	 affected	 regions	 has	 been	 complet-
ed	achieving	94	percent	coverage,”	said	
Ndiyakupi	Nghituwamata,	Executive	Di-
rector	in	the	Ministry	of	Agriculture,	Wa-
ter	and	Land	Reform.

Wildfire rage destroys grazing lands

Farmers	 have	 beamoned	 extensive	
damage	 to	 grazing	 and	 property	 as	 a	
large-scale	 wildfire	 rages	 in	 the	 Great	
Karas	Mountains.

Over	 a	 100	 000ha	 of	 grazing	were	 de-
stroyed	in	a	wildfire	that	has	in	the	Great	
Karas	Mountains

According	 to	 Henriette	 le	 Grange,	 co-
ordinator	 of	 the	Namibian	Disaster	Re-
lief	 organisation,	 it	was	 suspected	 that	
the	fire	had	been	ignited	when	a	vehicle	
“kicked	up	some	stones	which	hit	a	rock	
and	caused	a	spark”.

Following	 the	 incident	 14	 farms	 had	
been	 destroyed,	 with	 farmers’	 plight	
being	 exacerbated	 by	 the	 devastating	
drought	 that	 had	 been	 experienced	 in	
southern regions of that country since 
2010.

	 “These	 farmers	 need	all	 the	 help	 they	
can	get,”	Le	Grange.
Le	Grange	highlighted	 that	widespread	
destruction	 of	 infrastructure	 such	 as	
fences,	 watering	 troughs	 and	 water	
tanks	had	been	reported.	

NEWS BRIEFS

Farmers praise conservation agricul-
ture

Farmers	 have	 applauded	 the	 Compre-
hensive	 Conservation	 Agriculture	 Pro-
gramme	 (CCAP	 2015-2020)	 for	 regis-
tering	 commendable	 progress	 towards	
improving	food	production	and	incomes	
for the farming community.

The	 Framework	 aimed	 to	 increase	 the	
application	of	CA	principles	and	practic-
es	 among	 the	 crop-growing	 farmers	 of	
Namibia.

Godfried	Meeja,	 from	Otjozondjupa	 re-
gion	says	that	adopting	CA	was	the	best	
decision	he	ever	made	as	a	farmer	as	he	
increased	 yields	 and	 now	 earns	 a	 de-
cent	income,	while	Paulina	Aluuma	add-
ed	her	 voice	 to	 the	awareness	encour-
aging	other	farmers	to	adopt	CA	as	it	is	
an	effective	means	 to	counter	negative	
climate	change	effects	such	as	low	and	
variable	 pattern	 rainfall	 experienced	 in	
their Oshana region.

“CA	 has	 been	 promoted	 as	 an	 en-
try point to Climate Smart Agriculture 
and	 has	 the	 potential	 to	 contribute	 to-
wards	mitigation	of	some	of	the	climate	
change	and	food	systems	challenges	in	
Namibia,”		said	Mildred	Kambinda,	Dep-
uty	 Executive	 Director	 in	 the	 Ministry	
of	Agriculture,	Water	 and	Land	Reform	
(MAWLR)	noted	in	the	meeting	to	evalu-
ate	the	ended	CA	framework.

Agricultural land infested with en-
croached bushes

The	 minister	 of	 environment,	 forestry	
and	 tourism	 Pohamba	 Shifeta	 has	 re-
vealed	 that	 over	 45	million	 hectares	 of	
the	country’s	agricultural	land	is	infested	
with	 encroached	 bushes.	 Shifeta	 was	
speaking	 at	 the	 handover	 of	 the	bush-
to-feed	plant	in	the	Ozonahi	conservan-
cy	in	the	Otjozondjupa	region.

The	 Minister	 said	 bush	 encroachment	
destroys	 arable	 land	 and	 reduces	 its	
productivity	and	threatens	natural	habi-
tats	for	animals	and	plants	of	the	savan-
nah	ecosystem,	he	said.

“Local	bushes,	such	as	black	thorn,	are	
spreading	massively	 at	 the	 expense	 of	
grass	vegetation	especially	 in	 the	Otjo-
zondjupa	region,”	he	said.
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Meatco’s export future teetering on the edge

	 tate-owned	entity	Meat	Corporation	of	Namibia’s		 	
	 (Meatco)	future	looks	gloomy	following	concerns	over
	 	 the	 company’s	 financials.	 The	 bleak	 financial	 sta-
tus	could	soon	affect	exports	 for	 red	meat,	stakeholders	have	
warned.

Namibia’s	Livestock	Producers’	Organisation	 (LPO)’s	Chairper-
son	Thinus	Pretorius	said	the	organisation	had	left	no	stone	un-
turned	during	the	past	decade	to	put	Meatco	on	a	viable	trajec-
tory,	the	policymakers	and	management	of	Meatco	continued	to	
spurn	the	efforts	from	organised	agriculture’s	side.

He	bemoaned	that	Meatco	forms	a	critical	role	in	adding	value	
to	the	business	of	red	meat	production	through	facilitating	the	
exporting	of	red	meat,	as	the	country	is	a	net	exporter	of	beef	
with	markets	in	the	US,	China	and	the	Scandinavian	countries,	
among others.  

“The	financial	decline	of	 the	company	 is	 therefore	a	source	of	
serious	concern.	Over	 the	past	10	years,	LPO	has	conducted	
numerous	studies	and	investigations	that	included	all	role	play-
ers	in	the	beef	value	chain	in	search	for	solutions	to	counteract	
the	ongoing	deterioration	of	Meatco.	These	efforts	from	the	side	
of	organised	agriculture	were	met	with	apparent	antagonism,”	
said	Pretorius.

Financial	 institutions	 have	 been	 bailing	 out	 the	 company	with	
soft	loans	and	the	recent	one	came	from	the	Namibian	Develop-
ment	Bank	(NDB)	of	R200	million	in	July	to	enable	it	to	pay	red	
meat	producers	and	other	debtors.

As	a	solution,	Pretorius	has	urged	government	to	allow	contract	
slaughtering	by	external	meat	marketers	at	 the	Meatco	export	
abattoir.

He	said	the	initiative	would	significantly	reduce	Meatco’s	oper-
ating	 costs	 and	 its	 dependence	on	 financial	 support	 from	 the	
government.

“Contract	slaughtering	is	an	ideal	opportunity	for	Meatco	to	earn	
additional	revenue	while	contractors	interested	in	using	the	ser-
vices	retain	ownership	of	the	vacuum-packed	beef	and	export	it	
to	the	market	of	their	choice,”	added	Pretorius.

Furthermore,	 he	 wants	 Meatco	 to	 undergo	 further	 drastic	 re-
structuring	 and	 internal	 cost	 cutting	 to	 avoid	 the	 government	
having	to	provide	further	loan	guarantees.

S
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NEWS

	 gricultural	Bank	of	Namibia	
	 (Agribank)	says	it	will	continue
	 with	its	strategic	role	in	contrib-
uting	 to	 food	 security,	 employment	 cre-
ation,	and	land	reform.

“We	 will	 continue	 to	 offer	 innovative	 fi-
nancial	 solutions	 to	both	communal	and	
commercial	 farmers,	 from	 production	 to	
value-	addition,”	said	Dagmar	Honsbein,	
Deputy	Chairperson	of	AgriBank’s	Board.

She	said	the	development	finance	institu-
tion	has	laid	a	solid	foundation	to	ensure	
that	 the	bank’s	 impact	 is	 felt	 across	 the	
length	and	breadth	of	Namibia.	

A
Agribank strategic in food security

“Over	 the	 past	 five	 years,	 Agribank	 has	
embarked	on	a	journey,	not	only	to	trans-
form the institution to become the pinna-
cle	of	corporate	governance	and	service	
delivery	efficiency	but	also	to	ensure	that	
it plays a meaningful role in catalysing 
the	transformation	and	growth	of	the	ag-
ricultural	sector,	 through	 the	adoption	of	
a	 clear	 strategic	 plan,”	 said	 Dr	 Raphael	
Karuaihe,	Agribank	Chief	Executive	Offi-
cer	adding	on	the	bank’s	blueprint.

Currently	the	bank	serves	more	than	2700	
clients	in	the	Otjozondjupa	region,	carry-
ing	 a	 combined	 loanbook	of	 over	N$1.1	
billion, recognizing the importance of the 

Otjozondjupa	 region	 for	 red	 meat	 pro-
duction,	the	bank	decided	to	do	a	major	
upgrade	and	revamp	of	its	branch	in	Ot-
jiwarongo.

Otjozondjupa	 Governor,	 James	 Uerikua	
has	 applauded	 Agribank	 for	 its	 invest-
ment	and	commitment	in	the	region.

“The	overhaul	of	this	office	is	a	welcome	
expression	 of	 the	 trust	 and	 confidence	
that	Agribank	has	in	the	economic	poten-
tial	of	this	town	and	the	entire	Otjozondju-
pa	region,”	said	Uerikua.
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	 nited	Nations	Industrial	
	 Development	Organization	
	 (UNIDO)	 recently	 organised	 a	
five-day	study	 tour	 to	get	an	experience	
from	the	local	livestock	sector.

The	 visiting	 delegation,	 led	 by	 Ethiopian	
State	Minister	 for	 Livestock	 and	 Fishery	
Sector,	Fikru	Regassa	Gari	visited	differ-
ent	agricultural	institutions	in	and	around	
Windhoek	to	familiarize	with	the	setup	of	
agricultural	institutions	in	the	field.

Anna	 Shiweda,	 the	 Deputy	 Ministry	 Of	
Agriculture,	Water	and	Land	Reform	said		
the	agriculture	is	a	key	pillar	of	the	econ-
omies of many African countries as it re-
mains	the	economic	and	social	mainstay	
of	 the	 majority	 of	 the	 population	 in	 our	
countries, particularly because 70 percent 
of	the	population	depends	on	this	sector	
for	its	livelihood.	

U

Ethiopia benchmarks from local 
livestock sector

“I am sure that this economic status of 
agriculture	 also	 applies	 to	 Namibia	 and	
Ethiopia,”	Shiweda	said.

Shiweda	said,	for	this	reason,	their	coop-
eration	in	this	important	sector	is	befitting	
and	 embodies	 potential	 mutual	 benefits	
for	 the	 farmers	 as	 it	 avails	 an	 opportu-
nity to learn from each other in terms of 
agricultural	 policies,	 strategies,	 and	pro-
grams.

“While	 promoting	 bilateral	 cooperation	
between	our	two	countries,	 it	 is	also	im-
portant	for	us	to	pursue	and	explore	co-
operation	avenues	and	opportunities	pre-
sented	 by	 the	South-South	Cooperation	
Framework,	 and	 the	 Africa	 Continental	
Free	Trade	Area	Agreement,”	she	added.

Gari	 said	 understanding	 the	 current	
meat	sector	status,	 identifying	 the	gaps,	

and	 taking	 lessons	 will	 help	 to	 develop	
a	 strategic	 intervention	 plan	 concerning	
production	 performance,	 sanitary	 and	
phytosanitary	 standards,	 and	 marketing	
systems,”	Gari	said	in	his	opening	state-
ment.

“This	in	turn	will	help	us	our	market	des-
tinations	 to	countries	with	high	 livestock	
product	demand	such	as	China	and	other	
Asian	countries,”	he	noted.

Ethiopia	 targeted	 to	 take	 home	 lessons	
in	 livestock	production,	 processing,	 reg-
ulatory	practices,	and	marketing	from	Na-
mibia	that	would	help	the	country	to	fol-
low	the	footsteps	of	Namibia	in	benefiting	
from	its	huge	livestock	resources.
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	 s	part	of	efforts	to	reduce	greenhouse	gas	emissions
	 from	diesel-powered	systems,	a	water	sustainable
	 livelihoods,	water	utilization,	and	management
the	project	 has	been	handed	over	 at	 the!Han/Awab	Conser-
vancy,	//Kharas	Region.

In	addition,	the	!Han/Awab	Conservancy	project	is	anticipated	
to	directly	benefit	a	total	number	of	1250	community	members	
residing	 in	 the	conservancy	area	with	portable	water	as	well	
as	30	backyard	gardens	established	contributing	to	household	
food	security.

The	project	funded	under	the	CBNRM	EDA	was	implemented	
through	the	Environmental	Investment	Fund	of	Namibia.

According	to	the	Minister	of	Environment,	Forestry	and	Tourism	
Pohamba	Shifeta	the	project	aims	at	enhancing	environmen-
tally	sound	water	utilization	and	management	by	implementing	
solar-powered	water	pumping	systems	as	a	clean	technology	
option	 in	 delivering	water	 security	 and	 replacing	 fossil	 fuels	
(diesel)	as	an	energy	source	thereby	reducing	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	from	diesel-powered	systems.

He	further	emphasized	that	 the	handover	of	 the	project	 indi-
cates the commitment to ensuring sustainable natural resource 
management	as	well	as	an	 integral	part	of	national	efforts	to	
fight	against	climate	change	impact,	ensuring	water	provision	
to	most	drought-stricken	areas	of	our	society.

Situated	 in	 the	Berseba	Constituency,	 the	 !Han	 /Awab	Con-
servancy	was	 funded	 to	 the	 tune	of	N$	1,199,000	under	 the	
Ecosystem-Based	 Adaptation	 investment	 window	 under	 the	
Empower	 to	Adapt	project,	which	 is	centered	around	Creat-
ing	Climate	Change	Resilient	Livelihoods	through	Community	
Based	Natural	Resource	Management	in	Namibia.

The	!Han	/Awab	Conservancy,	covers	an	area	of	over	192	747	
hectares,	a	self–governing	entity	managed	by	members	with	
fixed	boundaries	adjacent	to	communal	and	private	 land	us-
ers.	Situated	in	the	//Kharas	Region,	within	the	Berseba	Con-
stituency	of	the	//Kharas	Regional	Council	and	145	kilometers	
southwest	of	Keetmanshoop	and	is	located	in	Bethanie.

Through	 the	 project,	 five	 water	 points	 at	 Nau-nab,	 Driehuk,	
Kameelhoek,	Ludolfpos,	and	Misgundt	have	been	rehabilitat-
ed	and	fitted	with	 solar	 energy	water	pumping	systems	 (so-
lar	pumps,	solar	panels,	and	water	tanks,	community	tap	and	
drinking	troughs	for	livestock.
 

A

!Han/Awab 
Conservancy water 
project contribute to 
food security 
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Prevent Poor imitations and buy directly from the only bonnox 
factory, situated in sunderland ridge, centurion

only a bonnox invoice will serve as a certificate of authenticity.

076 169 9068 081 865 4543 072 704 8764
zane@bonnox.co.za  •  gerda@bonnox.co.za  •  linda@bonnox.co.za

www.bonnox.co.za

hingejoint® ringlok®

How good is your “defence”?
with the punches...We    
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A fence is a long term investment and 
the correct choice of a fence is 
crucial. Add to that, strong, durable, 
long life expectancy, easy erecting, 
top quality and Bonnox® is the best 
choice for you 
 
Bonnox® is a South African company 
founded in 1962, proud manufacturer 
and distributor of pre-fabricated 
fencing made out of 2mm (specially 
formulated by engineers and 
metallurgists) heavy galvanised steel 
wire.  
 
Bonnox® manufactures 
Hingejoint® fencing. 
This Hingejoint® fencing consists of a 
number of horizontal (line) wires 
interwoven with vertical (stay) wires 
into different spacing and patterns, of 
which some are rectangular and 
some are square. 
 
Fence that is fully galvanized, is about 
eight times more effective against 
natural elements. Therefore, it is only 
natural to choose Bonnox® with a 
much longer lifespan. Keep in mind 
that the regular maintenance of a 
fence should be a priority, because 
even full galvanized fences are 
susceptible to fires. Rust on poles 
must be treated regularly to prevent 
it from spreading to the fence. 

Bonnox® fencing have a high tensile 
breaking strain: 

 415kg on horizontal and  
 220kg in vertical stay wires. 

 
A unique Bonnox® feature is the 
tension curve in the horizontal line 
wires made during the manufacturing 
process, this allow for expansions and 
contractions of the fence in 
temperature changes, putting less 
tension on the corner posts, as well 
as accommodating changes in terrain 
and  resist loss of tension and 
distortion on impact. 
 
All the horizontal wires also cause 
additional strength to the impact 
zone and is thus ideally suited for Big 
Game, Small Game, Farm Animals, 
pets and border fences. 
 
Bonnox® is a very innovative 
Company, constantly listening to their 
customers and trying to satisfy their 
needs – hence the large range of 
products to fit most requirements. 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the protection without obstructing your view. 
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Money Saver Range: Available in 
300mm vertical spacing for sheep and 
cattle, as well as 150mm vertical 
spacing for dogs and pigs. Heights 
range for 0.648m up to 1.47 

 
Close Mesh Range:   
Available in 150mm vertical spacing 
for Small game as well as 300mm 
vertical spacing for Large game. 
Heights range from 0.91m up to 
2.44m. 
 
Kombi Fence Range: 
Combination of 300mm spacing 
between the vertical wires for the top 
portion and 150mm spacing for the 
bottom portion, for Mixed game.  
Heights range from 1.83m up to 
2.44m 
 
Square Mesh Range:  
Denser fence with 100mm x 100mm 
square blocks. 
Predator proof, mostly  used for Lion 
camps.   
Heights range from 0.6m up to 2.4m. 
 
 
Multi Fence Range:  
75mm vertical spacing for Exotic 
game, also available in combination 
of 150mm spacing between the 
vertical wires for the top portion  
and 75mm spacing for the bottom 
portion. 
Heights range from 0.6m up to 2.4m. 

 
Flexi Fence Range:  
For uneven terrain, has a unique 
Ringlock system that allows the 
fence tremendous flexibility - 
enabling the fence to be erected at 
a gradient of up to 45°. Heights 
range from 1.4m up to 2.1m. 

 
Econo Fence Range:  
Bonnox proudly present the new 
Lightly Galvanised range made from 
top quality raw materials, giving the 
client value for money, different 
patterns available in our popular 
1.2m, 1.8m and 2.4m heights.  

    
Bonnox 3 Metre All-Game Barrier: 
1st Pre-fabricated Hinge Joint game 
fence in South Africa  
Available in 150mm vertical spacing 
for Small game as well as  
300mm vertical spacing for large 
game. 

  
    Bonnox Flower Mesh: 
    Mesh to support long stem cut 

flowers.    
   Available in 96mm x 125mm,    

125mm x 125mm and 125mm x 
250mm 

   Heights range from 1m up to 1.35m  
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	 he	Minister	of	Environment,
	 Forestry,	and	Tourism	
	 Pohamba	 Shifeta	 has	 urged	
the	 nation	 prioritise	 rural	 development	
through	investment	in	natural	resources.

Shifeta	 made	 the	 plea	 at	 a	 horticultural	
project	 to	 improve	 food	 security	 efforts	
and	enhance	crop	production	in	the	com-
munity	 in	 the	 Sikanjabuka	 Community	
Forest	in	the	Katima	Rural	Constituency.

“For	 the	 Namibian	 economy	 to	 flourish,	
we	 need	 to	 prioritise	 rural	 development	
through	 investment	 in	 our	 natural	 re-
sources,	value	addition,	and	protection	of	
our	wildlife	as	community	benefit	through	
sustainable	 trophy	 hunting,	 tourism	 de-

T

Katima horticulture project to improve food 
security

velopment,	and	other	related	livelihoods,”	
said	Shifeta.

Situated	 in	the	Katima	Rural	Constituen-
cy	 in	 the	 Zambezi	 Region,	 Sikanjabuka	
Community	 Forest	 Conservancy	 Resil-
ience	 Horticultural	 project	 was	 funded	
to	 the	 tune	 of	 N$4,	 9	 million	 under	 the	
Ecosystem-Based	Adaptation	investment	
window	of	Empower	to	Adapt	(EDA)	proj-
ect,	centred	on	Creating	Climate	Change	
Resilient	Livelihoods	through	Community	
Based	Natural	Resource	Management	 in	
Namibia	(CBNRM	EDA	Project).

The	project’s	 functional	greenhouse	sys-
tem	 powered	 by	 renewable	 energy	 has	
been	 successfully	 established	with	 a	 10	

000-liter	water	 tank	 installed	on	site	and	
rehabilitated,	 three	 water	 boreholes	 and	
retrofitted	them	with	solar.

In	addition,	the	project	has	procured	one	
tractor	 and	 its	 implementation	 for	 sus-
tainable	rangeland	management	and	pro-
cured	Bee	hives	for	honey	production.

The	project	 recorded	 its	bumper	harvest	
early	 this	year	and	generated	an	 income	
of	 N$12	 000	 which	 has	 been	 invested	
back	into	the	upkeep	of	the	project.

Sikanjabuka	 Community	 Forest	 has	 a	
population	 of	 about	 1300	people,	which	
consists	of	320	households.
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CANINE GENETICS
DNA profiling, parentage verification, health testing and 
colour testing in canines. 

FELINE GENETICS
DNA profiling, parentage verification, health testing and 
colour testing in felines developed on a demand basis.

CATTLE GENETICS
Cattle DNA profiling and parentage is based on ISAG 
and FAO STR markers/SNP markers and mutation 
analysis.

WILDLIFE GENETICS
Wildlife DNA profiling is offered for several species 
using an extensive highly informative STR marker panel 
for routine DNA profiling and parentage. Wildlife sub-
species services provided for Sable, Roan and Eland. 

ZooOmics™,  

the animal genetics 
division of inqaba 
biotec™ (est. 2002)  
has been dedicated 
to providing accurate 
genetic tests and 
exceptional client 
service for over  
a decade to  
sub-Saharan 
Africa.

We comply with reputable international 

and national organisations, provide 
100 tests, with over 10 years of animal 
genetics experience. Genetics is an 

evolving and innovating field and our 

expert team have maintained our place 

at the forefront by contributing to the 

industry and developing these cutting-

edge techniques.

071 493 21 37    l    E-mail: info@zooOmics.co.za    

Facebook: www.facebook.com/inqababiotec    l    www.ZooOmics.com

EQUINE

PIGEON 

CAPRINE 

SHEEP

OTHER ISAG STR PANELS OFFERED:

NEWS

	 he	Hartlief	Group	announced	
 that the Mariental abattoir 
	 (formerly	 known	 as	 Farmers	
Meat	 Market)	 will	 commercially	 resume	
operations this month after its closure in 
August 2020.

After	two	dormant	years,	the	abattoir	that	
was	officially	taken	over	by	O&L	through	
the	Hartlief	Group	was	closed	due	to	the	
low	availability	of	sheep.

According	to	a	statement	from	the	Group,	
the	resumption	of	the	abattoir	will	not	only	
ensure	a	market	for	small	stock	producers	
with	 improved	 price	 points	 but	 will	 also	
create employment opportunities in the 
Hardap	region.

Günther	 Ling,	 Managing	 Director	 of	 the	
Hartlief	 Group	 said	 the	 re-opening	 and	
the	regional	and	anticipated	international	
certification	of	the	abattoir	is	a	significant	
achievement,	not	only	for	Hartlief	and	the	

T
Mariental small-stock abattoir resumes 
operations 

O&L	Group	but	for	Namibian	small	stock	
farmers	and	the	country	at	large.

“This	 route	 to	market	 for	Namibian	 pro-
ducers	 allows	 us	 to	 become	 an	 inter-
national	 player	 and	 export	 our	 quality	
Namibian	lamb	with	pride.	This	new	busi-
ness	will	also	enable	us	better	to	meet	the	
need	to	become	food	secure,”	said	Ling.

The	export	abattoir	which	currently	awaits	

certification	 to	 export	 internationally	 will	
officially	start	with	local	and	regional	sup-
ply	and	is	expected	to	send	its	first	ship-
ment	to	Norway	in	November	2022.

Obtaining	export	status	enables	Mariental	
Abattoir	to	capitalize	on	the	lucrative,	un-
explored	 international	market	 as	well	 as	
SADC	and	potentially	 the	bigger	African	
market.



Practical
Convenient
Multi-functional

Shell Spirax S3 T Oil is ‘Super Tractor Oil Universal’ (STOU) oil designed for use in a wide 
variety of modern agricultural equipment. It is a blend of high viscosity index base oils and 
an advanced additive package designed to give reliable performance in a wide range of 
farming applications. One oil for many lubricant applications around the farm.

For more info contact:
Ruaan Taylor 
+264 81 145 7283
Email address: Ruaan.Taylor@vivoenergy.com 

Patrick Kamhulu
+264 81 125 4988
Email address: Patrick.Kamhulu@vivoenergy.com

Premium Performance, SAE 15W-40, Universal Tractor Oil

SHELL SPIRAX S3 T
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Accelerate the Adoption of Solar Refrigeration 
in Namibia
				nnovative	energy	efficient	off-grid	
    refrigeration solutions are becoming 
    increasingly popular because they 
can	 increase	 food	 security,	 reduce	 food	
wastage	and	mitigate	CO2	emissions	as	
well	as	generate	possible	economic	ben-
efits	for	rural	communities.	

Even	when	milk,	meat	and	vegetables	are	
plentiful,	 communal	 farmers	 rarely	 have	
access	to	cooling	appliances	and	are	left	
outside	 of	 the	 cold	 chain.	 Improved	 ac-
cess	to	energy-efficient,	off-grid	appropri-
ate	refrigeration	can	immediately	and	sig-
nificantly	improve	the	lives	and	livelihoods	
of	our	communal	and	emerging	farmers.

	In	addition	to	access	to	fresh	food,	refrig-
eration		extends	the	viability	of	life-saving	
medicines	and	vaccines.

The	 technical	 score	 is	 that	 the	 size	of	 a	
solar	panel	 required	 to	power	a	best	 in-
class	 off-grid	 refrigerator	 is	 nine	 times	
smaller	than	what	is	required	to	power	a	
conventional	refrigerator.	Regarding	ener-
gy	consumption,	every	 refrigerator	 takes	
a	surge	of	energy	to	start	up.		This	is	the	
same	with	solar	refrigeration,	but	the	dif-
ference	 is	 that	 the	start-up	wattage	of	a	
DC	 appliance	 is	 significantly	 lower	 than	
that of an AC one.

Energy storage remains a challenge 
both	in	cost	and	capacity,	but	alternative	
groundbreaking	technologies	are	already	
on	the	Namibian	market.	It	is	possible	to	
have	a	12V	DC	refrigerator	powered	with-
out	batteries,	using	50-80W	PV	modules	
as a source of energy plus the ice stor-
age technology of the appliance, to get 
+	4°C..+12°C	cooling	 temperature	 range	
at	ambient	temperatures	ranging	+16°C	-	
+40°C. 

In	 conclusion,	 the	 importance	 of	 taking	
care	of	our	environment	should	not	come	
short, hence the shift to CO2 mitigating 
refrigerants for these appliances.  

Moira Alberts, Managing Director & 
Co-Founder of Taatisolar. 

I
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SPECIALISTS SERVICES

environmentally
responsible

safe thermal treatment 
of hazardous and toxic waste

28 Keramiek Street | Clayville | Olifantsfontein | 1665

 t +27 (11)316 1800 | f +27 11 316 4999 | e info@athermal.co.za

www.athermal.co.za

Chemicals Division 
The A-Thermal chemical division is able to treat 
the following hazardous waste through 
thermal destruction:

   laboratory waste chemicals pesticides
  expired pure organo-chloride and organo-
sulphide waste

  permanent destruction of persistent organic 
Pollutants (POPs)

  cyanide waste
  decontamination of containers 
used in the chemical and 
pesticides industry

  sludges and wastewater/liquids contaminated 
with organo-chlorides

  heavymetal contaminated waste such as 
mercury waste

Pharmaceutical Division
The A-Thermal pharmaceutical division 
specialises in permanent, secure destruction 
of pharmaceuticals. Waste treated includes:

  fi nished pharmaceutical products (expired 
and discontinued)

  intermediate products raw materials
  quality assurance retention samples natural, 
homeopathic or complimentary medicine

 clinical trials
  laboratories in pharmaceutical industries
 medical devices
 cosmetic industries
  schedule 5 – 6 drugs (overseen by 
full-time on-site pharmacist)

CONNECT NOW
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Cultivating relationships, 
nurturing growth
Let us help you grow from strength-to-strength
with our customised financial solutions.

To make the most of your opportunities and achieve your agribusiness goals, contact 
your nearest FNB branch or the FNB Business Agri division on (061) 299 7293.

	 ikwaterera	community	has	
	 receive	Moringa	plantation	to
	 boost	 natural	 resources,	 eradi-
cate	poverty	on	a	10	hectares	of	land	and	
half	was	used	for	the	plantation.
According	to	authorities,	the	Moringa	pro-
duction	 site	 project	 is	 part	 of	 efforts	 to	
sustain	 natural	 resources	 and	 eradicate	
poverty	in	the	country.

Over	60	households	have	so	far	benefited	
from	the	project	and	can	generate	income	
by	supplying	and	supplementing	the	Mo-
ringa	harvest	at	the	main	plantation	hub.

The	Minister	of	Environment	Forestry	and	
Tourism	 Pohamba	 Shifeta	 who	 handed	
over	the	project	said	he	was	delighted	that	
communities	in	the	Kavango	East	Region	

L

Moringa to boost Likwaterera community 
natural resources

are	still	keen	on	using	natural	resources,	
biodiversity,	and	traditional	knowledge	to	
improve	their	livelihoods.

“The	project	 is	being	handed	over	under	
the theme ‘Unleashing the potential of 
Climate	 Change	 Strategy	 for	 Likwatere-
ra	Community	Forest’	and	 is	 focused	on	
scaling	up	 the	organic	production	of	 the	
Moringa	oleifera	as	a	form	of	diversifica-
tion	 of	 livelihoods	 and	 sustainable	 com-
munity	development,”	said	Shifeta.

The	 project	 was	 funded	 to	 the	 tune	
of	 N$5,299,539.25	 under	 the	 Ecosys-
tem-Based	 Adaptation	 investment	 win-
dow	under	the	Empower	to	Adapt	 (EDA)	
project,	 which	 is	 centered	 on	 Creating	
Climate	 Change	 Resilient	 Livelihoods	

through	 Community	 Based	 Natural	 Re-
source	Management	in	Namibia	(CBNRM	
EDA	Project).

Likwaterera	Community	Forest	covers	an	
area	 of	 13790	 ha	 and	 is	 highly	 affected	
by	 deforestation,	 and	 land	 degradation	
which	has	resulted	 in	 low	productivity	of	
forest	resources	and	consequently	low	in-
come for the community.

The	 ten-hector	 piece	 of	 land	 has	 been	
fenced	 off,	 with	 five	 hectares	 under	 the	
Moringa	 plantation	 and	 the	 project	 has	
successfully	constructed	a	Moringa	pro-
cessing	 warehouse,	 installed	 five	 times	
10,000	 litres	 tanks,	and	procured	an	an-
imal	 feed	processing	machine	 to	benefit	
this	project.
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	 ack	in	the	1980’s,	three	
	 brothers	Mike,	Gregg	and	Don
	 Tvetene	 were	 working	 at	 their	
family-owned	Tvetene	Turf	Farms	 in	Bill-
ings,	 Montana,	 USA.	 The	 business	 was	
faced	with	a	critical	labour	shortage	at	the	
same	time	that	it	was	experiencing	huge	
demand	 for	 their	 turf.	 Out	 of	 necessity,	
the	 brothers	 conceived	 of	 an	 automatic	
turf	 harvester	 that	 could	 cut	 and	 stack	
sod	using	just	one	operator.	Their	biggest	
motivator,	recalls	Gregg,	was	the	years	of	
hard	work	they	had	put	in	stacking	turf	by	
hand	on	the	family	farm.

The	 brothers	 worked	 by	 trial	 and	 error	
to	 get	 an	 automatic	 stacking	 harvester	
working	 smoothly.	 Mike	 focused	 on	 the	
electronics	 while	 Gregg	 worked	 on	 the	
hydraulics	and	Don	handled	welding	and	
fabrication. 

At the time, mobile electronic systems 
were	not	sophisticated	enough	to	handle	
the	 tasks	 required,	 so	 Mike	 designed	 a	

B

Senix ultrasonic sensors now mounted on 
AutoStacker equipment 

system	that	would	control	stacking,	har-
vesting	and	drive	functions.

The	 brothers	 formed	 a	 new	 company,	
Trebro	 Manufacturing,	 Inc.	 Their	 hands-
on	experience,	hard	work,	and	continual	
testing	and	trials	resulted	in	the	introduc-
tion	of	the	“AutoStack”,	the	first	success-
ful	 automatic	 stacking	 turf	 harvester,	 in	
2000.

The	 AutoStack	 was	 an	 instant	 success	
as	 turf	producers	 from	around	 the	world	
were	eager	to	take	advantage	of	the	ben-
efits	of	labour	savings,	increased	produc-
tion,	and	improved	quality	of	the	finished	
product.	Trebro	and	 the	AutoStack	were	
also	recognized	with	an	Industry	Innova-
tor	 award	 from	 the	Turf	Producers	 Inter-
national	and	the	Montana	governor’s	ex-
porting	award.

The	AutoStack,	and	now	the	AutoStack	II,	
use	an	automated	Ultra	Steer	system	 to	
guide	 the	 harvester	 with	 precision	while	

the	operator	watches	over	all	aspects	of	
the	 harvesting	 process.	 Trebro	 explored	
several	 different	 sensor	 technologies	 for	
the steering system before selecting Se-
nix	ToughSonic	14	ultrasonic	sensors.

Senix	 ultrasonic	 sensors	 are	 mounted	
on	 the	steering	arms	of	 the	AutoStacker	
and	 AutoStacker	 II	 where	 they	 monitor	
the	 harvest	 line	 to	maintain	 ¼”	 steering	
accuracy.	The	ToughSonic	14	was	select-
ed	for	 it’s	tough	all-weather	construction	
and	its	ability	to	communicate	rapidly	with	
the	 Trebro’s	 electronic	 control	 system	
through	an	RS-232	 interface.	The	Trebro	
AutoStack	II	 is	the	ultimate	high	produc-
tion	automatic	turf	harvester.

Trebro	Manufacturing	has	now	sold	more	
than	 750	 automated	 harvesters	 in	 22	
countries. It has employees in the U.S., 
Canada	and	the	UK,	with	parts	warehous-
es in all of these locations plus Europe 
and	Australia.	And	at	 its	heart,	 there	are	
the three brothers.



 22                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | October - December 2022

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

VIPER

AirM
aster

Au
to
m
at
ic
Fe
ed

er
s

SuperT
riple

De
ckFluxX Broiler

Sow
M
anagem

ent

N
ip
pl
e
Dr
in
kin

g S
ys
tem

s

UniV
ent

modular climate and production computer

ster

ed
er
s

www.bigdutchman.co.za

With Big Dutchman
you’ve hit the bull’s eye!

T O P  Q U A L I T Y  P R O D U C T S

Always a step ahead with our housing and 
 feeding equipment for modern poultry (broilers, 
layers) and pig production.

Big Dutchman S. A. (Pty) Ltd
PO Box 276 Edenvale Gauteng 1610 RSA,
Tel. +27 11 452-1154, sales@bigdutchman.co.za

	 he	SADC	Plant	Genetic	
	 Resources	Centre	is	
 encouraging SADC citizens to 
embrace	millet	as	a	nutritious	food	in	line	
with	 the	 endorsement	 of	 the	 governing	
body	of	the	Food	and	Agricultural	Organ-
isation’s	International	Treaty	on	Plant	Ge-
netic	Resources	for	Food	and	Agriculture.

In	a	statement	to	mark	the	year	2023	as	
the International Year of Millets, the centre 
also	 encouraged	 food	 scientists	 to	 add	
value	 to	 millets	 and	 make	 them	 part	 of	
people’s	daily	sustenance.	

T

SADC citizens encouraged to embrace millet 

It	 further	 urged	 national	 gene	 banks	 to	
make	 available	 traditional	 millet	 variet-
ies for use in propagating programmes, 
research,	 and	direct	 consumption	at	 the	
household	 level	 to	 address	 nutritional	
gaps	in	the	SADC	Region.

The	 theme	 for	 the	 International	 Year	 of	
Millets	was	proposed	at	 the	UN	General	
Assembly	and	endorsed	by	Members	of	
the	Governing	Bodies	of	the	FAO.	This	is	
because	millets	have	proven	to	be	climate	
resilient	 and	 highly	 nutritious	 yet	 remain	
relatively	undervalued,	and	under-utilised	
cereal crops.

Millets are a group of cereal grains be-
longing to the grass family. Despite being 
widely	perceived	as	crops	in	terminal	de-
cline	in	favour	of	maize	and	sorghum,	mil-
lets	were	in	fact	among	the	first	plants	to	
be	domesticated	and	still	serve	as	a	tra-
ditional	staple	 food	 in	sub-Sahara	Africa	
and	Asia	with	both	continents	constitut-
ing	the	vast	majority	(over	90	percent)	of	
millet	production	worldwide.	

Compared	to	other	cereals	like	maize	and	
rice,	millets	can	grow	in	dry	and	marginal	
environments	making	them	a	crop	with	an	
important	role	in	future	food	and	nutrition-
al security.

Millets	are	often	called	“nutri-cereals”	with	
multiple-use properties because of their 
high	 nutritional	 content,	 which	 includes	
protein,	 fiber,	micronutrients,	 and	phyto-
chemicals.  It is also a gluten-free grain, 
high	in	energy	but	with	a	low	glycemic	in-
dex	(low	GI)	which	is	an	important	proper-
ty	in	managing	type	2	diabetes	as	it	does	
not	raise	blood	sugar	rapidly.	It	is	high	in	
fat,	 protein,	 iron,	 zinc,	 and	 phosphorus	
making	it	essential	for	bone	growth.
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Magnificent baler technology

HYUNDAI MACHINERY NAMIBIA (HMN),  
are now also dealers of the magnificent AGRONIC 
820 & 1220 MultiBalers that can ensile forage in 
chopped or processed form, in wrapped bales, ready 
for use and easy to transport. Quality of feed is  
ensured through the highest oxygen removal rate  
of any ensiling (‘kuilvoer’) process. 

1 Year Warranty on machines & spares.

& Steven Marnewick 
081 404 7930 

UNIT 2 • QE PARK  
NELSON MANDELA AVE  
SWAKOPMUND

steven@hmn.com.na 
admin@hmn.com.na
www.hmn.com.na

AGRONIC
MultiBalers now  
available in Namibia!
For more info contact:

To see all our Excavators, Loaders, Rollers & TLB’s   
please visit www.hmn.com.na or better still, visit us in  
Swakopmund at Unit 2, QE Park, Nelson Mandela Ave.

Magnificent baler technology

      hen it comes to silage 
	 					making,	there	are	various	
	 					options	available	to	farmers	
and	 consumers	 eg.	 conventional	 dry	
bales,	 silo	 bags	 and	 bunkers,	 but	 one	
method	 produces	 superior	 quality	 with	
the	lowest	loss,	has	the	longest	shelf	life	
(3	 years)	 and	can	be	 transported	direct-
ly	 off	 the	 land.	 The	method	 I	 am	 talking	
about	 is	 the	 wrapped	 bales	 made	 by	
AGRONIC	MultiBalers.

Magnificent	baler	 technology,	developed	
&	produced	in	Finland	&	the	Netherlands,	
brought to Namibia through HMN (Hyun-
dai	 Machinery	 Namibia)	 in	 partnership	
with	Saxeni	Agric	of	South	Africa.

NB: The key to successful silage is 
the efficient elimination of oxygen and 
great compaction which these ma-
chines do exceptionally well.

These	 machines	 are	 extremely	 versatile	
and	 any	 chopped	 material	 can	 be	 suc-
cessfully	baled	from	maize,	soya,	lucerne,	
wheat,	barley,	teff,	hay,	grass,	TMR	(total	
mixed	ration),	alfalfa,	pulp,	wood	chips	or	
any other material that might meet your 
requirements!

Feed	 packed	 in	 bales	 with	 AGRONIC	
MultiBalers	have	been	scientifically	prov-
en	to	generate	a	higher	yield	in	milk	and	
meat	production	when	compared	to	feed	
from	silos	and	it	maintains	its	high	palat-
ability	and	doesn’t	degrade	much	due	to	
exposure.	Of	 all	 silage	 storage	methods	
available,	the	wrapped	bales	from	Agron-
ic	machines	 have	 the	 highest	measured	

W compaction.	We	 found	high	 yields	 in	 lu-
cerne	with	a	protein	content	of	29%.

Diesel	costs	are	kept	 low	through	baling	
whilst	cutting/chopping	in	the	field	espe-
cially	 if	 the	PTO	 (power	 take	off)	 is	con-
nected	 directly	 behind	 the	 tractor/chop-
per	in	tandem	but	can	also	be	done	next	
to the chopper. 

The	other	main	advantage	of	this	method	
is	the	ease	and	quantity	that	can	be	load-
ed	and	transported	between	destinations,	
which	is	handy,	especially	under	the	cur-
rent	drought	conditions.	Up	to	34	ton	can	
be	loaded	on	a	Link	truck	and	the	feed	is	
already	wrapped	and	can	easily	be	sold	
per bale.

The	actual	feed	loss	during	bale	making	&	
transport	is	minimal	(less	than	4%)	whilst	
conventional	 feed	 loss	 during	 transport	
&	storage	can	be	up	to	30%.	In	the	past	
one	could	not	easily	buy	forage,	but	now	
silage	can	be	made	on	your	farm	for	you.	

A	10	ha	area	that	normally	takes	around	a	
week	to	harvest	and	place	in	bunkers	can	
now	be	baled	and	stored	within	24	hours.

The	worse	 drought	 in	 over	 150	 years	 in	
some	 areas	 has	made	 silage	 the	 logical	
alternative	 to	 feeding	 domestic	 &	 game	
animals.	What	 used	 to	 cost	N$6000/ton	
in	Winter	can	now	be	delivered	at	NS500	
to	N$1400/ton.	A	 significant	 saving	with	
the	added	benefit	of	longer	storage	life.

We	 currently	 have	 two	 MultiBaler	 ma-
chines	 on	 the	market	 namely	 the	 820	 &	
1220	models,	both	able	to	produce	up	to	
40	 bales/hour.	 The	 820	model	 produces	
a	bale	weighing	350	-	400kg	(depending	
on	material),	that	is	85cm	wide	with	a	85	
-	 90cm	diameter,	whilst	 the	1220	model	
produces	a	bale	of	750	-	850kg,	that	is	1m	
wide	and	a	105	-	120cm	diameter.

Both	machines	are	equipped	with	its	own	
hydraulic	systems	and	only	needs	a	PTO	
in	front	of	the	machine.	For	the	820	mod-
el	a	tractor	of	80	-	85	HP	horsepower	 is	
needed,	whilst	for	the	1220	model	a	trac-
tor/PTO	of	100	-	110	HP	is	required.

Make	the	intelligent	move	to	silage	mak-
ing	and	visit	www.hmn.com.na

Text compiled & written by Gys Gijsbers
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

	 or	thousands	of	years,	Southern
	 African	communities	have	used	
	 the	bark,	leaves,	fruit	and	kernels	
of	the	marula	tree	for	their	medicinal	and	
nutritional	 properties.	 Martin	 Rust	 spoke	
to	 Magda	 du	 Toit	 about	 how	 his	 family	
is	 exploiting	 this	 multi-faceted	 resource,	
which	 occurs	 naturally	 on	 their	 farm	 in	
northern Namibia.

	 Ghaub	 farm,	 near	 Tsumeb	 in	 the	 north-
ern part of Namibia, is the epitome of a 
mixed	 farming	 operation.	 Here,	 the	 Rust	
family	 run	 a	 game	 farm,	 raise	 cattle	 and	
grow	 vegetables	 and	 citrus.	 Moreover,	
they	 have	 recently	 begun	 capitalising	 on	
the	fruit	of	the	marula	trees	that	grow	wild	
on	their	 land.	Martin	Rust’s	parents,	Joa-
chim	and	Caroline	bought	Ghaub	in	2016.

“At	 the	 time,	 our	 primary	 focus	 was	 ec-
otourism	 but	 we’ve	 since	 expanded	 into	
agriculture.	 The	 idea	 is	 to	 produce	 as	
much	 as	 possible	 of	 the	 food	 we	 need	
for	our	tourism	operation.	Under	the	label	
Ghaub	Farm	Products,	we	started	produc-
ing	beef	and	game	meat,	milk,	and	eggs,	
as	 well	 as	 providing	 braai	 wood	 for	 our	
lodges.	 Our	 vegetable	 production	 began	
in	2019,	and	we’re	now	harvesting	lettuce,	
spinach,	tomatoes,	beans	and	carrots	on	
a	 regular	 basis	 for	 our	 lodges	 at	 Ghaub	
and	Waterberg	Wilderness	Private	Nature	
Reserve.	We	also	planted	citrus	trees	and	
are	always	investigating	new	things	to	add	
to	our	product	line	and	our	guests’	experi-
ences,”	explained	Rust.

The	 indigenous	 marula	 tree	 (Sclerocarya	
birrea)	is	a	botanical	landmark	on	Ghaub.	
The	high	protein	and	vitamin	C	content	of	
the	fruit	make	the	marula	one	of	the	most	
important	indigenous	fruit	trees	in	South-
ern	 Africa.	 In	 fact,	 archaeologists	 have	
established	 that	 these	 trees	 have	 been	
a	 source	 of	 food	 for	 the	 region’s	 human	
population	for	millennia.	The	marula,	with	
its	 scaly	 bark	 and	 rounded	 crown,	 can	
grow	to	between	15m	and	18m	in	height.	
On	Ghaub,	the	fruit	ripens	between	Janu-
ary	and	March.	Rust	said	his	mother	had	
long	 wanted	 to	 put	 the	 marula	 trees	 on	
their	farm	to	good	use.

He	 added,	 “We	 have	 so	 many,	 and	 re-
cently	 started	 making	 a	 variety	 of	 farm	
products	from	the	fruit.	We’re	also	explor-
ing	ways	to	expand	our	product	 line	and	
increase	our	volume.”	In	2018,	as	part	of	
the	research	for	her	Master’s	dissertation,	
and	to	get	an	overview	of	the	marula	tree	

F
Rediscovering the importance of marula fruit in 
Namibia By MAGDA DU TOIT

population	 on	 Ghaub,	 Agronomist	 Nadia	
Löffel,	with	help	from	Caroline,	used	GPS	
to	map	those	trees	that	were	within	100m	
or	so	of	the	roads.

In	 addition,	 she	 determined	 the	 gender	
of	 each	 and	measured	 its	 circumference	
1m	above	the	soil	surface.	In	all,	281	trees	
were	mapped,	and	 their	average	circum-
ference	was	measured	at	158cm.	Back	in	
her	 study,	 Löffel	 combined	 the	 mapping	
with	an	overview	on	the	uses	of	the	bark,	
wood,	roots,	leaves	and	fruits.	She	also	re-
searched	the	flora	and	fauna	found	on	and	
around	 the	 trees.	 Finally,	 she	 conducted	
two	 tests	 as	 a	 side	 project	 to	 determine	
whether	the	 juice	from	the	fruit	would	be	
suitable	for	the	production	of	fruit	gums.

Marula	trees	are	dioecious;	that	is,	they	are	
either	male	or	female.	The	sex	of	each	tree	
in	the	study	was	determined	by	whether	it	
bore	fruit	(female)	or	inflorescences	(male).	
An	inflorescence	is	a	cluster	of	flowers	ar-
ranged	on	a	stem.	Löffel’s	 research	 indi-
cated	 that	 the	sex	distribution	was	more	
or	 less	balanced,	with	146	and	135	male	
and	 female	 trees	 respectively.	 Rust	 ex-
plained	 that	 they	only	make	use	of	 trees	
that occur naturally on the farm.

“Our	farmworkers	collect	the	fruit.	Most	of	
the	time	we	wait	for	it	to	fall	from	the	trees,	
so,	we	only	need	to	collect	once	or	twice.	
We	have	a	number	of	antelope	species	on	
Ghaub,	particularly	kudu,	which	also	love	
the	fruit,	but	there’s	always	plenty	of	fruit	
for	 all,	 so	 we	 make	 sure	 to	 leave	 some	
behind	for	the	animals,”	said	Rust.	He	re-
called	 that	 they	 started	 small,	 collecting	
the	fruit	in	a	few	buckets,	and	experiment-
ed	to	find	the	best	way	to	process	them.

“While	we	do	eat	some	of	the	fruit,	most	
of	 our	 harvest	 is	 used	 for	 our	 product	
line.	The	pulp	is	processed	into	a	range	of	
juices,	jellies	and	jams.	Last	year,	we	also	
started	using	the	kernels,	as	they’re	rich	in	
fats	and	oils,”	explained	Rust.	The	pits	are	
dried	in	the	sun	and	cracked	by	hand.	The	
kernels	inside	are	then	removed	and	used	
to	make	oil.	They	can	also	be	roasted	or	
eaten as is.

Processing	 the	 fruit	 is	 a	 labour-intensive	
undertaking.	 Once	 it	 has	 been	 harvest-
ed,	the	pulp	is	separated	from	the	pits	by	
hand.	The	pulp	is	then	cooked	until	mushy,	
pressed	through	a	sieve	to	remove	any	re-
maining	impurities,	and	boiled	with	sugar	
to	make	 jam	 or	 juice.	 The	 pits	 are	 dried	

in	the	sun,	cracked	by	hand,	and	the	two	
or	 three	 little	kernels	 inside	are	removed.	
These	 can	 be	 eaten	 raw	or	 roasted	with	
salt	as	a	snack	and	make	a	good	addition	
to	salad.	Oil	from	the	kernels	is	also	used	
in	 the	 lodges’	 kitchens	 for	 cooking	 and	
in	salad	dressings.	A	wooden	pounder	 is	
used	on	the	kernels	to	extract	the	oil.	The	
pounder	is	a	traditional	tool	used	in	north-
ern	Namibia	for	grinding	millet	and	maize.

“To	ease	the	work	process,	we’re	consid-
ering	 investing	 in	a	mechanical	oil	press.	
Our	 first	 oil	 yield	 was	 only	 10ℓ,	 and	 we	
think	this	will	increase	if	we	use	more	ker-
nels	and	a	mechanical	press.	Rust	added	
that	 if	 they	used	a	mechanical	press,	the	
extraction	process	would	not	be	as	messy.

A	machine	that	automatically	cracks	the	
pits	would	also	be	a	great	 improvement.	
Marula	 oil	 is	 an	 excellent	 alternative	 to	
sunflower	oil,	which	 is	also	becoming	 in-
creasingly	 expensive.	 It	 offers	 guests	 of	
Ghaub	and	Waterberg	Wilderness	a	spe-
cial	taste	experience,”	said	Rust.

In	the	future	Rust	plans	to	build	on	the	op-
portunity	 offered	 by	 their	 tourism	 arm	 to	
sell	marula-	based	farm	products.	“At	this	
stage,	 we	 don’t	 have	 enough	 volume	 to	
sell	 to	 the	open	market;	we	only	use	 the	
produce	 to	 provide	 a	 special	 experience	
to	guests	in	our	lodges.	However,	we	know	
that	 we	 can	 expand.	 We	 plan	 to	 slowly	
grow	our	marula-processing	facilities	and	
hopefully, in the future, establish a central 
processing	plant	where	local	communities	
can	deliver	their	marula	harvests	 in	order	
to	earn	a	small	income,”	concluded	Rust.
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