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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Mechanised farming should get more support
and multiply food going to our silos.
The project should see more farmers
have an appreciation of what mechanised farming is all about and bring
to the fore the benefits, as most smallholder farmers continue to use archaic
methods.
We hope farmers will be able to use
the rented equipment from NAMPIS
to transform and increase agricultural
production and productivity.

Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

W

ith Namibia Agricultural
Mechanisation and Seed
Improvement Project’s
(NAMSIP) a stand-alone investment
project aimed at improving cereal-crops or grains, farmers can now
afford to rent equipment and roll out
mechanised farming.
The initiative is a welcome development, expected to spur productivity

It’s not just the
Amarok in action

As already stated the development
goal of the project is to improve household food security and contribute to
poverty reduction, while the specific
objectives are to enhance agricultural
productivity in order to reduce the annual importation of staple foods, cereal
crops, facilitate job creation and enhance household incomes to improve
the livelihoods of rural people.
According to the authorities emphasis
is on the agricultural mechanisation
component enabling farmers to complete farming operations in a timely
manner, especially in the crop-produc-

ing regions where a rain-fed farming
system is practised,
Apart from having a positive impact
on the smallholder farmers, the initiative should also have spill off impacts
on the agriculture value chain, food
markets and possibly the economy at
large.
The world over is facing huge food
security challenges that have been
worsened by the ongoing COVID-19
and the Russia/Ukraine, let the farming
community grab this opportunity and
make the most out of it.
Thumps up to the government for this
initiative and realizing that it’s only
through propping up the smaller holder
farmers that the country’s value chain
can be improved for the better.
Please remember to share with us
your comments, views and letters to
the editor.
Enjoy the read!
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On the outside, you’ll see the Amarok making
tough look effortless. But what you don’t see
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or unique off-road ABS, ASR and ESP that ensure
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You see the action, but you don’t see the underthe-skin technology that makes tough possible.
The Amarok.
Not just tough, smart.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Agriculture wins in Stampriet Basin
Namibia Agricultural Union (NAU) has
welcomed the Ministry of Agriculture,
Water and Land Reform decision to
withdraw two permits issued for the
drilling of 37 boreholes for exploration
and hydrogeological purposes in the
Stampriet Basin.
According to Piet Gouws, president of
NAU, uranium mining in the basin, as
proposed by Headspring Investments,
would affect not only Namibia, but
also the adjacent areas in Botswana
and South Africa.

ment Investment Fund (EIF) to access
accurate and up-to-date climate information to enhance adaptation responses to climate change.
According to authorities, the intervention would go a long way in minimising
current steps or procedures undertaken before early warning messages
reach the intended populations at risk.
EIF aims to promote the sustainable
economic development through investment in and promotion of activities and projects that protect and
maintain the natural and environmental resources of the country.

“We’re extremely relieved that the
ministry has acted in such a decisive
manner. We cannot afford to lose the
Stampriet Basin, as it’sone of the most
important sources of potable water in
the country,” Gouws said.

The EIF supported Early Warning
System will alert communities under
threat of an imminent disaster to undertake proactive actions.

“Should uranium mining be allowed,
it could render the water in the
south-eastern region of Namibia unfit
for human and animal consumption,
effectively bringing agriculture to a
total and permanent standstill in the
area.”

Some of the components of Early
Warning System components are hazard detection, monitoring and forecasting, analysing risks and incorporation of risk information in emergency
planning and warnings, disseminating
timely and ‘authoritative’ warnings;
and community planning and preparedness.

Drought fears envelope northern region farmers
Farmers in the northern regions fear
that the current dry weather conditions could turn into a drought.
“The sky does not look promising at
all, everything is dry. Our crops that
we sowed in December have not yet
germinated and the soil is dry, there is
no moisture. Usually, by this time we
would be busy ploughing our fields,”
Matheus Amakali, a crop farmer based
at Onankali village.
A senior hydrologist based in the
north, John Hango, has advised farmers to remain patient and brace themselves for expected rains.
According to the Climate Prediction
Centre Africa Hazards Outlook, southern Africa experienced an uneven distribution in rainfall.
EIF fund farmers alert system

Land reform efforts hits a brick-wall
Government has bemoaned that more
allocated farms remain unproductive,
admitting that land reform and resettlement programme has not been effective.
The MINISTER of agriculture, water
and land reform Calle Schlettwein
said there is a need to review the programme to ensure it delivers the most
desirable results.
“We must turn land reform into a direction where we regain the dignity
colonisation took from our people.
“But that dignity must then result in
the successful utilisation of land. We
must be very innovative when we subdivide farms, not to subdivide some
parts that are more productive for
some and unproductive for others,”
said Schlettwein.

Smallholder farmers across the country will be assisted through Environwww.namibianfarming.com
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Lewis appointed to Meatco Board
Ndeuhala Lewis has been appointed
as Co-opted Board Member on the
Meatco Board of Directors.
According to Meatco, Lewis is expected to bring on board wealth of experience in auditing and accounting.
Lewis manages her own accounting firm: Katonyala & Co Chartered
Accountants since December 2009
whereby she provides auditing, tax,
accounting and other business-related advisory services.
She has 20 years of experience in
the auditing, accounting and financial
field.
Lewis has drawn her experience in accounting and auditing mainly from private and independent audits of StateOwned Enterprises such as Namport,
Namwater, Namibia Wildlife Resorts,
Namibia Airports Company, Namibia
Broadcasting Corporation, Social Security Commission, City of Windhoek,
Walvis Bay Municipality and many
others.
The Meatco Board Co-opted portfolio
became vacant following the untimely passing of former Co-opted Board
Member Fanuel Tjivau in last July.
Youth urged to embrace agriculture
The National Farmers Union (NFU)
President, Jason Emvula, has called
on the youth to engage in farming and
agricultural activities.
“There is nothing wrong for the youth
to come on board, and I hope it would
also assist them to succeed in those
things that are dragging them down,
like alcohol.
“If you’re idling, things will come to
you, but if you are busy, there is no
time to get involved in the wrong
things,” Emvula said, acknowledging
challenges the agricultural sector is
faced with.
Meanwhile the union is trying to provide an enabling environment for the
agricultural sector, especially the
communal sub-sector, which is marginalised and complex.
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COVER STORY

Farmers urged to utilise rent-out equipment

G

overnment has rolled out
Agricultural Mechanisation and
Seed
Improvement
Project
(NAMSIP) in Oshana, Kunene North,
Ohangwena, Omusati, Omaheke, Otjozondjupa, Kavango East, Kavango West
and Zambezi, respectively.

ciently, especially in the crop production
regions where rain-fed farming is practised. In addition, it will also help increase
productivity and reduce the cost of cultivation while being vital to ensure the timely availability and accessibility of quality
certified seed by farmers.

Agriculture, Water and Land Reform minister Calle Schlettwein said NAMPIS focus on agricultural mechanisation and
seed system improvement directly responds to NDP5 and HPP I and II, which
aim at structural transformation through
increased agricultural production and
productivity.

“In order to assist the farmers and achieve
these objectives, the ministry, through
NAMSIP, has procured different agricultural equipment such as jab seed drillers; hand-operated weeding cultivators;
hand-operated seedling transplanters;
and knapsack sprayers, among others,”
said the minister.

He said the equipment can be rented for
N$20 per day, and it is only four days
maximum per house.

The equipment will be available at all
agricultural development centres in all

regions, and farmers will borrow these
equipment at a minimal fee, with the exception of the knapsack sprayers.
“Knapsack sprayers will only be used by
ministerial staff to control pests and diseases in farmers’ fields in the event of any
outbreak.”
Schlettwein said the ministry has ensured
that equipment procured is gender-sensitive, and can thus be used by both men
and women.
“I, therefore, urge all farmers to use the
equipment with care and a sense of ownership, taking into consideration that
other farmers will need to use them,” he
urged.

Schlettwein said the development goal of
the project is to improve household food
security and contribute to poverty reduction, while the specific objectives are to
enhance agricultural productivity in order
to reduce the annual importation of staple
foods, cereal crops, facilitate job creation
as well as enhance household incomes to
improve the livelihoods of rural people.
The minister noted that the agricultural
mechanisation component of the project
will enable farmers to complete farming
operations much faster and more effi-

“YOUR EUROPEAN PARTNER, READY TO COLLABORATE WITH YOU, PLEASE CONTACT US”

PIVOT

Growing Africa together!!

CENTER PIVOT • LATERAL SYSTEM • MULTICENTRE • HIPPODROME
RKD IRRIGACIÓN S.L. P. I. La Mora. Paseo de la Acacia, 13. 47193. La Cistérniga (Valladolid). España. Tel. (+34) 983 401 896 / Fax. (+34) 983 401 897
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Agribank’s new broom to build holistic
institution

N

ewly appointed Agribank boss
has revealed his first 100 days
blueprint, despite head winds
the financial service provider face on the
local market
Dr. Raphael Karuaihe has acknowledged
that several challenges exist in the agriculture space.
“I am cognisant of the harsh realities in
our country, the extreme drought, flood
and other calamities hurting farmers, who
are our clients, and therefore necessitating urgent and timely customer service.”
In his detailed plan, Dr. Karuaihe has prioritised stakeholder engagements to be key
during his first 100 days, as he wants to
listen to farmers, clients, the shareholder,
and other key stakeholders to understand
their perspectives and expectations.

Other top priorities are improvement of
operational efficiencies, cost containment
measures, and enhancement of customer
service, ensuring that clients are served
with excellence.

“This will assist me in developing the
roadmap towards the fulfillment of the institutional mandate,” he said.

Dr Karuaihe is optimistic that his administration will build on good business model
that is already established at the bank.
“I must say, I found a very well-run institu-

tion, and there is no need for a crisis management, I will however strive to improve
on what I found.”
The CEO also aims to promote research
and development in the bank, to ensure
that data on the bank’s impact in the
country “is well analysed and dissected
for efficient planning and execution purposes,” he stated.

Every drop is precious
Your B·BBEE Level 1 Partner
KSB has been providing pumps and valves for more than 60 years to the farming community
and other industries in South Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa.
Our pumps and valves help farmers to get the water where it is needed. Whatever the
agricultural application, KSB - the right partner for you

>Our technology. Your success.
Pumps• Valves· Service

www.namibianfarming.com

KSB Pumps and Valves (Pty) Ltd
H/0 • Tel: +27 11 876 5600, email: info-za@ksb.com • www.ksb.com/ksb-za
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NEWS

Biomass value chain financing scheme now
available

T

he Agribank’s recently launched
biomass value chain financing
scheme, is now available.

According to the bank, the scheme is
aimed at meeting the strategic objective
of loan book diversification coupled with
mission to continuously offer innovative
agricultural financing solutions.
Fillemon Nangonya, Agribank’s Public
Relations Officer said the biomass industry has the potential to improve the
stream-flow of underground water, refine
rangeland productively, create sustainable employment and serve as an opportunity for farmers to diversification revenue streams.
“In addition, the industry will promote cli-

8

mate smart agricultural practices,” said
Nangoya.
He said under the biomass value chain financing scheme, an applicant or legal entity or individual can be the owner of the
farm or leasing a farm from which he/she
can harvest biomass to produce charcoal.
The scheme also funds a processor who
buys in charcoal to process and pack for
the end market - retail shops or restaurants or export or import companies for
charcoal.
Nangoya highlighted that both applicants
are required to have a permit from the
Ministry of Environment, Tourism and Forestry, in order to harvest the biomass for
charcoal.

“For charcoal producers, the facility offers loans for working capital including
food rations for the employees, tractors,
trailers, storage sheds, de-bushing equipment, workers housing including clean
water and sanitation.
“As for charcoal processors, financing of
working capital, general equipment and
vehicles, maintenance workshop, office
to operate from, charcoal processing
plant, warehouse and equipment is offered,” said Nangoya.
Meanwhile the bank said will continue to
play a meaningful role in ensuring that
both communal and commercial farmers have affordable access to financing,
to take the agricultural sector to the next
level.

Namibian Farmer				
| April - June 2022

www.namibianfarming.com

VSAT
Connectivity made easy

Pursue opportunities with no boundaries from
wherever you are with MTC's VSAT solution,
which delivers convenient broadband services in
the most remote areas.

Contact us at 13500 (Toll Free) or
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NEWS

Mwilima calls for human-wildlife conflict
insurance cover

L

egislator Geoffrey Mwilima has
lobbied for the introduction of a
farmers insurance cover policy.

The parliamentarian for Popular Democratic Movement (PDM) wants the national assembly to debate an insurance policy
to fully compensate farmers on damages
caused by wildlife.
“There must be an introduction of an insurance cover policy scheme in place for
human-wildlife conflict.
“The insurance cover policy is an innovative compensation approach, where
farmers pay a premium for cover against
a defined risk such as livestock deprivation and damage to farm property,” said
Mwilima.

10

Mwilima said premiums can be set at true
market rates or be subject to a subsidy
provided by conservation organisations
such as conservancies. He said the method also requires an accurate assessment
of the cause of crop damage, livestock
depredation and human injury or death.
According to Mwilima, the current self-reliance scheme has not been effective for
many farmers due to numerous factors.
“The current compensation schedule
of payment needs to be readjusted for
equivalent purposes. For instance, it is
not possible for the scheme to offset only
a mere N$1 000 for crop damages per
hectare of maize, whereas a farmer can
harvest and get capital output ranging
between N$20 000 to N$30 000 from the
very same hectare.”

Meanwhile Mwilima isalso concerned
about the amount given to conservancies
through the Game Product Trust Fund to
cover losses caused by wildlife.
“The amount is not sufficient in this regard. It needs to be readjusted to a reasonable amount in order to avoid long
overdue payments due to farmers,” explained Mwilima.
Last year, a Kunene farmer who was left
to assess damage caused by a pride
of lions that killed 76 of his small stock,
comprising 66 goats and 10 sheep, was
compensated N$40 000 as per government policy.
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Achieve more from your feed with KEENAN and
InTouch feed management technology

S

ince its inception, KEENAN,
based in Borris, Co. Carlow, has
offered tailor-made solutions
to enhance farm profitability. A renewed
energy has been invested into design,
innovation and technology since joining
the Alltech family, to ensure the KEENAN
offering exceeds the demands of tomorrow’s agricultural requirements. With
advances in precision farming, combined with thorough customer feedback,
KEENAN has evolved from a renowned
manufacturer of diet feeders into an Agritech company, developing disruptive
IoT technologies that are driving smarter,
more profitable farming in more than 40
countries.
Long synonymous with excellence in
nutrition and driving animal performance through optimising rumen health,
KEENAN diet feeders are fitted with the
KEENAN controller and InTouch, a feed
management platform, which provides
monitoring and optimization of herd
health, ration formulation, weight gains/
yield, in addition to improving on-farm
profits.
Independent trials have consistently revealed that the KEENAN mix retains the

www.namibianfarming.com

fibre structure to stimulate rumination, allowing greater absorption of energy, maximised feed conversion efficiency and ultimately maximum herd performance.
“The KEENAN controller fitted to the diet
feeder is very intuitive and simple to use.
It tells the farmer step by step what feed
mix to put in the machine and then records the exact input of feed mix in the
machine, explains Robert Walker, CEO of
KEENAN. The ease of using InTouch has
been key to its success.”
“Difference in diet can be quickly identified, assessed and corrected through
the InTouch system. If there is a mistake or a deterioration in animal performance, the farmer is alerted, and an
InTouch nutritionist will modify the diet
accordingly, explains Walker.”
“Working with KEENAN and InTouch feed
management, farmers can achieve more
from their feed. What they get in terms of
actual production is 200 grams per head
per day more beef on average across our
system and a 16% increase in milk production,” said Cathal Bohane, Head of
InTouch Nutrition.

Namibian Farmer | April - June 2022

The quality of mix the KEENAN diet feeders produce, paired with the KEENAN
controller and the InTouch feed management platform, has positive consequential
benefits for farmers under pressure to reduce the carbon footprint of their herd.
Walker explains, “If you can accurately
prevent farmers from overfeeding ingredients and get farmers to optimise their
output, it means that they are more efficient. More efficient farmers are going to
be producing more milk using fewer resources.
KEENAN’s latest campaign, ‘The Result is
in the Mix’, positions livestock farmers at
the forefront of KEENAN’s core focus and
is centred around their value proposition;
delivering enhanced animal performance
and herd health through superior mix
quality and a consistent mix.
The ethos of the campaign is to showcase how KEENAN can effectively support farmers in their everyday life, helping achieve better on-farm profitability,
increased herd performance and a better
work-life balance.
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NEWS

NAU craft competition to lure youth

A

s part of efforts to lure youth into
agriculture activities, the
Namibia
Agricultural
Union
(NAU) has put up a competition for young
farmers.

ner, decided to share the knowledge
– and possibly also secrets – of the successful farmers’ associations and find out
why there are communities with younger
farmers as members.

The competition comes on the backdrop
of several farmers’ associations raising
concern about how the younger generation can be drawn into agricultural activities.

“We hereby invite all our members to provide us with suggestions for encouraging
and engaging the younger generation,”
the newsletter reads.
The union says as agriculture provides
70 percent of Namibians with food and a
livelihood, farmers should share ideas to
entice the youth.

“Surveys conducted by the NAU indicate
that the average age of the union’s membership either reflects that younger farmers are no longer involved in agriculture,
or that they are not interested in organised agriculture,” the newsletter says.

The first prize is a gift voucher of N$4 000,
the second prize a gift voucher of N$2
000, and the third prize is a gift voucher
worth N$1 000.
The union acknowledges that farming
communities could thrive with the input of
young people who are innovative.
“There are younger farmers who are eager to learn, but who can also share their
ideas and suggestions with the older
generation and be heard. What do these
communities do differently?
“How do they engage the younger generation so that they can see and understand the value of organised agriculture?”
the union asks.

Members whose suggestions are shared
with all farmers’ associations will be entered into a draw, with attractive prizes
sponsored by Cymot.

The NAU, together with Cymot as a part-
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Modernize agriculture to increase productivity
…create a future for rural youth
By JOSEF KEFAS SHEEHAMA

A

griculture plays an important role
in the process of economic
development and can contribute
significantly to household food security.
The National Development Plans (NDPs
and HPPs) set out a broad vision of eliminating poverty and reducing inequality by
2030.
The developmental role of agriculture has
long been recognized. Namibia imported
over N$100 million worth of maize from
South Africa and Zambia beginning 2022.
This is not making good reading. We cannot point fingers or blame someone. We
are the culprits. We cannot blame the
government. We must blame ourselves.
We failed as a nation and we need to
wake up.
As a leading sector of many economies,
agriculture helps facilitate industrial
growth and structural economic transformation. Agriculture plays a multi-dimensional role in the development process,
which includes eliciting economic growth,
generating employment opportunities,
contributing to value chains, reducing
poverty, lowering income disparities, ensuring food security, delivering environmental services and providing foreign
exchange earnings, among others. Due
to the neglect of this sector, development
progress has been hindered. Most young
people today would shun a career in agriculture.
But young workers are identified as one
of the vulnerable groups. Youth is often
the time when a person starts to dream
of the future, think of the path to take and

boldly and aggressively set life in motion.
In many rural villages, to be a farmer is not
part of this dream of the future. Farming is
a lowly job and does not earn much, so
better migrate to cities or abroad where
there may be more opportunities and adventure.
What will then be the future of agriculture and food without young farmers? No
farmer, no food. No food, no life. The rural
youth is often unemployed or work informally in unpaid or underpaid, low skilled,
insecure and hazardous jobs. The lack of
opportunities and decent jobs in the rural areas compel the youth to migrate to
cities. Sons and daughters of farmers are
often reluctant to go into farming due to
various reasons.

versities, entertainment, internet connections, business establishments, markets
to sell their agricultural produce as well
as facilities for small and medium agro-industries or factories.

Farming is regarded as a lowly,
back-breaking, unglamorous, dirty job
needing little skill. There is usually less
pride and dignity in farming. This low regard for farming is reinforced in society.

Surges in the price of food can therefore make the difference between life
and death, between health and sickness,
between peace and violence, between
progress and poverty. Other impacts are
the effects of food-induced inflation and
deteriorating trade deficits on economic
growth, as well as the impact of childhood malnutrition on children’s health and
education.

Farmers tell their children, “Do not be
like me, just a lowly farmer.” “If you don’t
study well, you will just end up here, farming”. “You are not a bright student, go
back to the field and just plant sweet potatoes.” Many schoolchildren dream to be
doctors, engineers or lawyers, but seldom
to be farmers. Agricultural producers and
peasants are always ranked low.
The base of agriculture remains in the
rural areas. There is, however, a lack of
good infrastructure and institutions to attract the youth to stay in the rural areas.
And most rural areas do not have access
to good roads, electricity, health centres,
clinics and hospitals, schools and uni-

Furthermore, the upcoming generation
of young farmers has limited agricultural
knowledge and skills as well as leadership and managerial skills. Skills development and technology transfer are considered the key to ‘model youth farming’.
Consequently, due to a lack of encouragement, support and promotion of adequate knowledge and skills especially in
technology and modernization of farming,
young farmers do not see any future in
agriculture.

In better circumstances, rising food prices
should ideally induce Namibian farmers to
produce more, thus helping to solve the
food crisis but since tangible incentives
are mostly lacking, the youth go for city
jobs while real farming takes them out of
their city comfort zones.
A new vision and new policies are required
to achieve a fundamental and sustainable
transformation of agriculture. In my view,
with the adoption of relevant technologies
and innovations, agricultural productivity
can help promote food security and significantly reduce food importation. Accelerated agricultural productivity generates
general equilibrium impacts that spur
faster employment generation and equitable growth, with a resounding effect on
societal wealth and stability. Rapid modernization of the sector accelerates agricultural productivity.
To that end, enhancing agricultural productivity should remain on the central
policy agenda for our government to promote structural economic transformation
with a renewed commitment to the fun-

www.namibianfarming.com

Namibian Farmer | April - June 2022

			

15

damental role of agriculture in the overall development process, especially as it
relates to long-term economic growth and
poverty and inequality reduction.
To harness the potential and energy of the
youth for agriculture, a comprehensive
and integrated policy and programme on
rural development, sustainable and farmer-managed agro-based enterprises as
well as on markets and trade should be
put in place, with special incentives and
provisions for young farmers. The youth
is the future of the nation, and the rural
youth is the future of agriculture and rural industry. The time to act is now, if we
would like to have farmers, and food, in
the future.
Promoting the Agriculture-for-Development agenda requires fast-tracking the
productivity of smallholder farming by
supporting smallholder farmers to access land, farming inputs and post-harvest facilities. Agricultural productivity is
an important factor in labour reallocation
to other sectors of the economy. In this
regard, promoting access to fertilizer,
expanding irrigation schemes, promoting non-tillage farming and investing in
agriculture are pivotal to promoting agricultural productivity to overcome poverty
and inequality.

ZooOmics™,
the animal genetics
division of inqaba
biotec™ (est. 2002)
has been dedicated
to providing accurate
genetic tests and
exceptional client
service for over
a decade to
sub-Saharan
Africa.

CANINE GENETICS
DNA profiling, parentage verification, health testing and
colour testing in canines.

We comply with reputable international
and national organisations, provide
100 tests, with over 10 years of animal
genetics experience. Genetics is an
evolving and innovating field and our
expert team have maintained our place
at the forefront by contributing to the
industry and developing these cuttingedge techniques.

FELINE GENETICS
DNA profiling, parentage verification, health testing and
colour testing in felines developed on a demand basis.
CATTLE GENETICS
Cattle DNA profiling and parentage is based on ISAG
and FAO STR markers/SNP markers and mutation
analysis.

OTHER ISAG STR PANELS OFFERED:
EQUINE

WILDLIFE GENETICS
Wildlife DNA profiling is offered for several species
using an extensive highly informative STR marker panel
for routine DNA profiling and parentage. Wildlife subspecies services provided for Sable, Roan and Eland.

PIGEON
CAPRINE
SHEEP

071 493 21 37 l E-mail: info@zooOmics.co.za
Facebook: www.facebook.com/inqababiotec l
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MEETING THE CHALLENGES
OF MODERN FARMING
SHELL LUBRICANT SOLUTIONS MAKE IT POSSIBLE

Growing crops is a tough business. You work long hours in gruelling terrain and the weather
can be unforgiving. You need to be sure that your machinery, old and new, won’t let you down.
After all, if your agricultural machinery doesn’t perform at its best, your business can’t grow.
Our range of heavy duty engine Shell Lubricant Solutions are here to help. They are formulated
to help reduce maintenance costs, increase oil drain intervals and lower exhaust emissions.
Customer Service
Vivo Energy Namibia
+264 (0) 80 002 1021
Toll free: 0800 021 021
Email: CustomerServiceNamibia@vivoenergy.com

Accelerate the Adoption of Solar Refrigeration
in Namibia

I

nnovative energy efficient off-grid
refrigeration solutions are becoming
increasingly popular because they
can increase food security, reduce food
wastage and mitigate CO2 emissions as
well as generate possible economic benefits for rural communities.
Even when milk, meat and vegetables are
plentiful, communal farmers rarely have
access to cooling appliances and are left
outside of the cold chain. Improved access to energy-efficient, off-grid appropriate refrigeration can immediately and significantly improve the lives and livelihoods
of our communal and emerging farmers.
In addition to access to fresh food, refrigeration extends the viability of life-saving
medicines and vaccines.
The technical score is that the size of a
solar panel required to power a best inclass off-grid refrigerator is nine times
smaller than what is required to power a
conventional refrigerator. Regarding energy consumption, every refrigerator takes
a surge of energy to start up. This is the
same with solar refrigeration, but the difference is that the start-up wattage of a
DC appliance is significantly lower than
that of an AC one.
Energy storage remains a challenge
both in cost and capacity, but alternative
groundbreaking technologies are already
on the Namibian market. It is possible to
have a 12V DC refrigerator powered without batteries, using 50-80W PV modules
as a source of energy plus the ice storage technology of the appliance, to get
+ 4°C..+12°C cooling temperature range
at ambient temperatures ranging +16°C +40°C.
In conclusion, the importance of taking
care of our environment should not come
short, hence the shift to CO2 mitigating
refrigerants for these appliances.
Moira Alberts, Managing Director &
Co-Founder of Taatisolar.
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environmentally
responsible

SPECIALISTS SERVICES
Chemicals Division

The A-Thermal chemical division is able to treat
the following hazardous waste through
thermal destruction:
laboratory waste chemicals pesticides
expired pure organo-chloride and organosulphide waste
permanent destruction of persistent organic
Pollutants (POPs)
cyanide waste
decontamination of containers
used in the chemical and
pesticides industry
sludges and wastewater/liquids contaminated
with organo-chlorides
heavymetal contaminated waste such as
mercury waste

safe thermal treatment

of hazardous and toxic waste

Pharmaceutical Division

The A-Thermal pharmaceutical division
specialises in permanent, secure destruction
of pharmaceuticals. Waste treated includes:
finished pharmaceutical products (expired
and discontinued)
intermediate products raw materials
quality assurance retention samples natural,
homeopathic or complimentary medicine
clinical trials
laboratories in pharmaceutical industries
medical devices
cosmetic industries
schedule 5 – 6 drugs (overseen by
full-time on-site pharmacist)

CONNECT NOW
28 Keramiek Street | Clayville | Olifantsfontein | 1665
www.namibianfarming.com

t +27 (11)316 1800 | f +27 11 316 4999 | e info@athermal.co.za
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CORPORATE NEWS

GI OVO’s eggs tray inspector hits market

F

armers in the egg production
value chain will now benefit from
GI OVO’s Tray Inspector, a machine that can identify, separate and remove the broken trays from your production line.

can be upgraded with several convenient
additions to match your specific needs.
Its basis consists of a conveyor line, a
re-packer, an unpacker, a pusher - that
pushes the sorted trays - and especially
designed vision technology which detects
the broken trays.”

GI OVO further says the machine can be
expanded with various additions, such as
several stacking devices, a camera that
reads the age of the trays and the possibility to connect to other machines.

According to the company, for more than
20 years EggsCargoSystem® sets the
standard for egg handling worldwide and
emphatically notes that a vital part of this
egg handling infrastructure consists of
durable egg trays.
“The trays are built to last, but they are
often used for a long period of time. They
can eventually develop small cracks or
other deficiencies. Broken trays may
cause broken eggs, a disrupted production process or even severe damage to
your machines. That is why we created
the ECS® Tray Inspector that identifies
and separates the broken trays.”
The Tray Inspector is controlled by a PLC
(Programmable Logic Controller) connected to a computer that runs specially
designed software.
In addition, the software analyses every
tray and sees any sort of crack or malfunction and then decides to which stack
the tray is transported: broken trays or
correct trays.
“The ECS® Tray Inspector is modular and

Mini-mobile encoder for construction,
agricultural machinery now available

I

nstrotech’s latest equipment SIKO
AH25S miniature single-turn encoder
is ideal for construction and
agricultural machinery. The SIKO AH25S
is expected to ease the challenged with
space limitations in the applications to fit
existing rotary encoders and measurement systems.
According to Instrotech, the measurement
systems are often elaborately encapsulated to withstand weather conditions,
jolts, vibrations, dirt or moisture. Finding a
system that satisfies all technical requirements, is resilient, and which also offers
just the right construction form, has in
the past, proven to be an almost impossible balancing act, because the size of
the measurement systems often exceeds
20

the available installation space. Siko’s absolute miniature single-turn AH25S rotary encoder is cost-effective and flexible,
provides a unique balance between high
resolution, excellent functionality, a sturdy
housing design and a minimal construction form.
In addition, it can be used in a number
of ways, choosing from several analogue
interfaces such as 4…20 mA, 0…10V or
0.5…4.5V, and is especially suited for agricultural equipment. The rotary encoder has the advantage of the ‘wear-free’
magnetic measurement principle, thus
resolving the entire 360° into 4096 measurement steps. This innovative technology, packaged in a sturdy die-cast case,
of only 25mm diameter, can be used eas-

ily in applications with limited installation
space.
Its special design ensures Protection
Class IP65 over the course of a long
product lifetime, making the AH25S rotary encoder particularly suitable for positioning tasks in mechanically demanding
environments.
SIKO’s AH25S miniature absolute analog
encoder features wear-free sensorics and
has an easy-mount 8mm hollow shaft. It
operates within a range of -40 to 85°C,
and has a high protection category of
IP65. It features voltage (0.5 … 4.5 V, 0
… 10 V), and current (0 … 20 mA, 4 … 20
mA) outputs and a 12 bit (4096) resolution
over 360°.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Positive future of conservation agriculture
painted

N

ew regional agriculture report
has highlighted slow uptake
of Conservation agriculture (CA)
among farmers in Southern Africa.

izer globally, adoption and scaling up CA
an approach that applies precision application of inputs has never been so urgent,
reads part of the report.

The report attributes the development to
to the structural approach within which
most CA has often been promoted in
countries without alignment to national
development frameworks.

It highlights that Southern Africa region
heavily relies on imports for its fertilizers
and other agro-chemicals.

Dubbed: ‘Conservation Agriculture Entry
Points into Regional and National Development Frameworks and Potential
Investment Opportunities in Southern
Africa” was conducted in 10 countries in
Southern Africa, namely, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia,
and Zimbabwe. According to the report
CA has three main principles - minimum
soil disturbance, crop diversification, and
permanent soil cover, to help protect the
environment and to reduce both the impacts of climate change on agricultural
systems.
In addition the report says, CA makes
efficient use of inputs, produces higher
yields and is environmentally friendly.
Against the skyrocketing prices of fertil-

In addition, the Russia-Ukraine war has
exacerbated the access of fertilizer for
millions of smallholder farmers in Southern Africa. And if the prices remain high,
there will be less demand for fertilizer
which will potentially dim crop yield prospects for the 2022/23 production season.
“The rising cost of inputs due to the conflict in Europe underlines the need to use
agricultural inputs more efficiently. The
unfortunate part of this is that the input
price rises will have the severest impact
on vulnerable farming households,” said
Lewis Hove, Resilience Team Leader,
FAO Sub-regional Office for Southern
Africa, adding that the unfolding climate
change scenario in the region is making
the situation rather worse. Meanwhile, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) has been promoting CA in Southern Africa through sup-

porting multi-stakeholder partnerships,
and strengthening coordination at the
local and regional level, including supporting National Conservation Agriculture
Taskforces (NCATFs) and the Conservation Agriculture Regional Working Group
(CARWG).
The structures are responsible for coordinating CA stakeholders to ensure harmonized messaging and advocating for the
scaling up of CA at national and regional
levels.
On the other hand through the project
“Strengthening Coordination, Scaling Up
and Governance of Conservation Agriculture in Southern Africa (SUCASA)”, FAO is
working with partners in Southern Africa
to overcome both policy, institutional and
technical challenges to the scaling up of
Conservation Agriculture (CA) in Southern
Africa.
The project has strengthened the role of
National Conservation Agriculture Taskforces as multi-stakeholder outreach vehicles for scaling up CA in the targeted
countries, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Lesotho, Eswatini, South
Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
Meanwhile Studies have showed that CA
works well under particular contexts and
if implemented according to the established principles and with good management.
To ensure sustainability, CA needs to
align with existing Sustainable Development goals (SDGs), regional and national
development policies, frameworks and
strategies for increased agricultural productivity, climate resilience, disaster risk
reduction and food and nutrition security.

Did
YOU
Know

PROCESSING LOAN

AGRIBANK's agro processing loan product will add value to basic agricultural produce, create employment and
help expand production in support of economic growth.
Call us today and nd out how Agribank's loan facilities can add value to your produce.

www.agribank.com.na

www.namibianfarming.com

Windhoek Head Office
(061) 207 4111
info@agribank.com.na

Katima Mulilo
(066) 252 060
katima@agribank.com.na

Mariental
(063) 242 818
southern@agribank.com.na

Midland (Windhoek)
(061) 207 4202
midland@agribank.com.na
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Otjiwarongo
(067) 304 596
otjeroku@agribank.com.na

AGRIBANK - Your All Season Bank

Oshakati
(065) 221 358
oshakati@agribank.com.na

Rundu
(066) 255 645
kavango@agribank.com.na

			

Gobabis
(062) 577 800/1
gobabis@agribank.com.na
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

Fund to give Namibia’s agric sector a
climate-friendly upgrade By JOHN NJIRAINI

N

amibia isn’t an obvious location
for an agricultural investment.
The desert country in Southern
Africa is home to just 2.5 million people
and has one of the lowest levels of rainfall in the world. Yet it is known in the
region for its commercial cattle ranching
and livestock farming, which account for
about two-thirds of Namibia’s agricultural
activity. Indeed, there are nearly as many
cattle as people in Namibia (and there are
more sheep and camels.)
Long-term, in a country grappling with impacts of climate change, Namibia needs
more sustainable methods of growing
food, says Nicole Maske, managing partner of Namibian private equity firm EOS
Capital.
“Growing the agriculture sector has the
biggest impact on economic growth,”
she tells AFN. “For Namibia to unleash its
full potential and become an agricultural
powerhouse in the region, it needs investment.”
EOS Capital’s Euphrates Fund aims to be
a channel of private capital to Namibian
agri-businesses starved of equity capital. The firm’s first agri-focused fund has
raised EOS raised $90 million Namibian
(US$5.7 million) from local investors. It is
targeting N$150 million ($10 million).
The fund also aims to be a change agent
for the sector, by encouraging the adoption of climate-friendly growing practices
and technologies, like irrigation and aquaponics. EOS’s impact thesis is that more
private investment in sustainable agriculture will catalyze job creation and poverty
alleviation. The team also believes it’s the
best channel to empower women, says
Maske.
Backing smart agriculture
EOS launched in 2015 with a mission to
get Namibia’s own investors to channel
22

more capital to the country’s critical sectors of economic growth. Its first fund,
Allegrow Fund, raised $30 million from
19 local investors to invest in or buyout
growth-stage businesses in manufacturing, utilities, tourism, consumer goods
and other sectors.
Its second fund, the Namibia Infrastructure Development and Investment Fund,
raised $34.7 million to invest in energy
and infrastructure projects, like solar developer Energy Utilities.
Both funds were excluded from doing deals in agriculture, however, says
Maske. Although the sector comprises
just a small share of Namibia’s GDP, it is
a source of livelihoods for more than 40%
of the population. And with so much of
the sector focused on land and water-intensive livestock farming, the sector is
ripe for climate-smart technologies and
investment.
“The sector has lacked equity funding,
and this has been a hindrance to its
growth,” Maske says.
The first intervention needed, she says,
is better water management. Namibia
largely depends on rain-fed agriculture, in
spite of the country’s limited rainfall and
abundant but underutilized renewable
water resources. One of Euprates’ focus
areas will be companies introducing water harvesting and storage technologies
in Namibia’s agri-sector, as well as new
farming techniques, like hydroponics.
EOS also wants to help Namibia’s agriculture sector increase crop production over
livestock production. The firm is looking
at opportunities to invest in businesses
and technologies that can help convert
semi-arid land into productive agricultural
land. It is also looking at opportunities to
bring in pest- and drought-resistant seed
varieties and technologies that give farmers access to better climate and on-farm

information.
Euphrates will prioritize investments that
strive to have positive environmental impacts and help farmers and agri-businesses adapt to climate change. It is
also targeting companies supporting the
UN Sustainable Development Goals that
are focused on ending poverty and hunger and accelerating gender equality, fair
work and economic growth
EOS’s 10-year Euphrates Fund will make
equity and quasi-equity investments
across the agricultural value chain, including businesses in agri-processing, distribution, logistics, commercial production,
biomass, inputs like fertilizers and seeds,
animal products, retail and equipment.
“The essence is investing in everything ancillary to spur growth of the sector,” says
Maske. The firm has not yet announced
any investments, but its pipeline includes
an agri-services company, an alternative
protein producer, an aquaponics firm, and
an agricultural equipment financier.
EOS plans to use Euphrates as a “proof
of concept” and to build a track record
in the agriculture sector. Ultimately, EOS
hopes to channel N$1 billion in private
investment to Namiba’s agribusinesses.
It is also considering setting up another
fund specifically for climate and sustainable investments that can co-invest with
its agri- and infrastructure funds.
Of Euphrates’ first close, says Maske,
“this was a good place to start because
we are able to start investing in some
deals.”
“We want to get to a sizable scale where
we can start doing bigger deals with regional impact. For that, we’ll go to the
international market to fundraise,” she
adds. “First, we want to prove our track
record.”

Namibian Farmer				
| April - June 2022

www.namibianfarming.com

Save energy and irrigate more profitably with
AGRICO’s GPS based Web Control

A

grico recently introduced a new GPS controller, with which pivots can be controlled on Agrico’s well-known internet
application. By controlling pumps according to the specific need of the pivots, heaps of energy are saved.

DEVICES ON THE INTERNET
Advanced Rain Pivot Control and Pump Control connect irrigation devices to the Internet on Agrico’s Rain interface. The whole
system is managed easily and accurately.

Agrico Pivot with internet control. On the cell phone screen one can see how pumps and pivots are controlled on the same application.

This screen grab illustrates the functionality of the system, making it easy to operate large irrigation systems with various pivot points,
pumps, dam levels, valves, irrigation blocks etc. on a single platform.
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NEW GPS MODULE
AGRICO’s new GPS can be installed on
any electrical pivot. The position of the
last tower is determined accurately. The
pressure can be monitored at the end of
the pivot point and with AGRICO Pump
Control and a VFD (variable frequency
drive) the pressure can be controlled
automatically and accurately.
THE VALUE OF PRESSURE CONTROL WITH AGRICO’S GPS MODULE
Here is a real example of a pivot, with
a large height difference between the
highest and lowest points:

See the green cylindrical Agrico control unit, with its GPS antenna on the last tower of
another make pivot.

Shows the energy required with pressure
control (in green) and the 28% energy
saving (in red), compared to when no
control would be applied.

This is a Google image with 2 m contours.
The graph shows the height profile on the
circumference. The total height difference
is 21 m and the maximum height is 13 m
higher than the average height. The white
section on the graph represents, potential
energy savings that can be achieved with
pressure control.

The following graph shows how the
Agrico system accurately controls the
pressure, according to the need of the
pivot. The spray package requires a
minimum pressure of 100kPa at the end
of the machine for correct, uniform irrigation.
Traditionally, the irrigation system is
then designed with a constant inlet
pressure to continuously meet the maximum pressure requirement (at the highest point); about 450kPa in this case.
However, the pressure at the centre can
be varied between about 240kPa and
450kPa due to the topography to exactly meet the pressure requirements and
thus save energy.

www.namibianfarming.com

The graph shows how the Agrico control
system automatically responds by varying
the inlet pressure at the centre (the solid
red line) to continuously maintain the required pressure at the end of the machine
(the blue dotted line). The actual end
pressure is also indicated (solid blue line)

Since the pressure is controlled not to
fall below the threshold values and the
spray package is equipped with pressure regulators, the volume of water applied is constant, despite the slope.
Power (kW) is the product of pressure
(kPa) and flow (l/s). The power required
for the pump (s) during irrigation is
therefore directly proportional to the
pressure applied.
The total energy for one revolution of
the pivot is equivalent to the area under
the pressure curve. The following graph
shows how much energy is required for
one revolution with AGRICO’s automatic pressure control, versus the energy
that would be required if no control is
applied. The energy saving with Agrico’s
GPS pressure control, for this real case
is more than 28%.
Namibian Farmer | April - June 2022

AGRICO Web Control offers the best
technology:
• Dynamic System Pressure - With this
integrated solution, pressure can be optimized automatically, with huge energy
savings.
• Positioning - Better accuracy by
means of optional GPS.
• Security - Web Control utilizes the
latest user and device authentication
to increase security. User rights can be
granted individually. Complete record of
all user actions is kept for audit purposes.
• Increases irrigation efficiency through
accurate control.
• Facilitate the operation and management of the irrigation system.
• Reduce energy consumption and increase profitability.
• 24 Months free internet control subscription with each new controller. SMS
communication is optionally available.
• Updates with the latest software versions, via the internet.
• The product is supported by a 24/7
technical helpline.
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Magnificent baler technology

W

hen it comes to silage
making, there are various
options available to farmers
and consumers eg. conventional dry
bales, silo bags and bunkers, but one
method produces superior quality with
the lowest loss, has the longest shelf life
(3 years) and can be transported directly off the land. The method I am talking
about is the wrapped bales made by
AGRONIC MultiBalers.
Magnificent baler technology, developed
& produced in Finland & the Netherlands,
brought to Namibia through HMN (Hyundai Machinery Namibia) in partnership
with Saxeni Agric of South Africa.
NB: The key to successful silage is
the efficient elimination of oxygen and
great compaction which these machines do exceptionally well.
These machines are extremely versatile
and any chopped material can be successfully baled from maize, soya, lucerne,
wheat, barley, teff, hay, grass, TMR (total
mixed ration), alfalfa, pulp, wood chips or
any other material that might meet your
requirements!

compaction. We found high yields in lucerne with a protein content of 29%.
Diesel costs are kept low through baling
whilst cutting/chopping in the field especially if the PTO (power take off) is connected directly behind the tractor/chopper in tandem but can also be done next
to the chopper.
The other main advantage of this method
is the ease and quantity that can be loaded and transported between destinations,
which is handy, especially under the current drought conditions. Up to 34 ton can
be loaded on a Link truck and the feed is
already wrapped and can easily be sold
per bale.
The actual feed loss during bale making &
transport is minimal (less than 4%) whilst
conventional feed loss during transport
& storage can be up to 30%. In the past
one could not easily buy forage, but now
silage can be made on your farm for you.
A 10 ha area that normally takes around a
week to harvest and place in bunkers can
now be baled and stored within 24 hours.

The worse drought in over 150 years in
some areas has made silage the logical
alternative to feeding domestic & game
animals. What used to cost N$6000/ton
in Winter can now be delivered at NS500
to N$1400/ton. A significant saving with
the added benefit of longer storage life.
We currently have two MultiBaler machines on the market namely the 820 &
1220 models, both able to produce up to
40 bales/hour. The 820 model produces
a bale weighing 350 - 400kg (depending
on material), that is 85cm wide with a 85
- 90cm diameter, whilst the 1220 model
produces a bale of 750 - 850kg, that is 1m
wide and a 105 - 120cm diameter.
Both machines are equipped with its own
hydraulic systems and only needs a PTO
in front of the machine. For the 820 model a tractor of 80 - 85 HP horsepower is
needed, whilst for the 1220 model a tractor/PTO of 100 - 110 HP is required.
Make the intelligent move to silage making and visit www.hmn.com.na
Text compiled & written by Gys Gijsbers

Feed packed in bales with AGRONIC
MultiBalers have been scientifically proven to generate a higher yield in milk and
meat production when compared to feed
from silos and it maintains its high palatability and doesn’t degrade much due to
exposure. Of all silage storage methods
available, the wrapped bales from Agronic machines have the highest measured

HYUNDAI MACHINERY NAMIBIA (HMN),
are now also dealers of the magnificent AGRONIC
820 & 1220 MultiBalers that can ensile forage in
chopped or processed form, in wrapped bales, ready
for use and easy to transport. Quality of feed is
ensured through the highest oxygen removal rate
of any ensiling (‘kuilvoer’) process.

&

AGRONIC
MultiBalers now
available in Namibia!
For more info contact:

Steven Marnewick
081 404 7930
steven@hmn.com.na
admin@hmn.com.na
www.hmn.com.na
UNIT 2 • QE PARK
NELSON MANDELA AVE
SWAKOPMUND

1 Year Warranty on machines & spares.
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Van opkoms to
’n suksesvolle oes
DIE PANNAR WITBASTERVOORDEEL:
■ Wydaangepas en stabiel oor verskeie omgewings en seisoene.
■ Betroubare opbrengsverwagting van seisoen tot seisoen,

verskans jou risiko.
■ Professionele advies optimaliseer produksie en winsgewendheid.

Ons Witmieliebasters

Saam boer ons
vir die toekoms™

Groeiseisoenklas
Ultravinnig

Vinnig

PAN 3A-173

PAN 4A-159
PAN 4A-111

Medium-vinnig
BG 5285

® Geregistreerde handelsmerke van PANNAR BPK, © 2018 PANNAR BPK

PAN 5A-291
2018/WMAIZE/A/01

+27(0) 82 457 2245
infoserve@pannar.co.za
www.pannar.com

TM
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Jannie de Bruyn
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For any inquiries, please call or email us:
SWAKOPMUND
+264 64 46 3355 | reception@cthydraulics.com.na
C/O Edison And Einstein Street, Industrial Ext 10
WINDHOEK
+ 264 61 261 327 | admin@cthydraulics.com.na
Etienne Rosseau Str, Northern Industrial

DESIGN, MANUFACTURING & RECONDITIONING
OF ALL TYPES OF HYDRAULIC & PNEUMATIC COMPONENTS,
CYLINDERS, SUSPENSIONS, AND WHEEL STATIONS OF ALL SIZES.

