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EDITORIAL COMMENT

More relief packages ideal for farmers

 ew and diversified means to 
 scale up productivity and yields 
 for the farming community are 
always a welcome development consid-
ering the looming food insecurity around 
the globe.

For the minister of agriculture to ask 
for a tax relief to mitigate the impact of 
COVID-19 on farmers should be wel-
come. And more ares that need improve-
ment in the farming sector should be 

N
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

identified  and embracing of all stake-
holders is critical.

Identifying gaps and loopholes should 
be  followed by strong implementation of 
solution to prop up the sector.

We hope the minister’s request for a tax 
relief will sail through and be a founda-
tion for the recovery of the agriculture 
sector in the medium to long-term.

We hope legislators rally behind this ini-
tiative to prop agriculture and  increase 
growth opportunities for the agriculture 
sector.

With the socio-economic challenges 
from COVID-19 pandemic still evident on 
many economies, it is a welcome devel-
opment for government to support the 
agriculture  sector and this should also 
implore the private sector to also create 
agriculture schemes and projects while 
communities embrace agriculture sector 
too.

Food security is currently on the lips of 
every government and cushioning the 
sector offers more positives. Remember 
droughts and poor harvest are usually a 
headache.

So it is ideal for the country to build its 
own ever flowing food basket and pro-
mote inter trade among peers within the 
bloc.

With improved agriculture, more positive 
should occur, which include employ-
ment, easing poverty and hunger.

So many positives should and are key 
drivers to support a well oiled agriculture 
sector.

Farming is the future and more should be 
harvested from the sector.

Remember to share with us your com-
ments, letters and inquiries.

Enjoy the read!
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180 egg crate now on offer

GI OVO has designed an egg crate 
for the transporting of 180 chicken 
eggs.  According to the company, 
the crate is not only user-friendly 
design but also light, strong and 
durable. 

This egg crate is an ideal solution 
for large consumers of eggs, such 
as retailers, bakeries or wholesal-
ers. 

The cardboard (one-way) boxes 
that have been used up to now in 
combination with paper egg trays 
can easily be exchanged for the 
crate. 

In combination with the plastic 
egg tray that is already in use ev-
erywhere, a sustainable system is 
created. Compared to cardboard, 
the use of the egg crate 180 is 
many times cheaper and many 
customers will be grateful for its 
use. 

Boot camp benefit women in 
agriculture 

Women in agriculture have bene-
fitted from boot camp organised 
by the German development and 
cooperation agency GIZ in collab-
oration with StartUp Namibia re-
cently.

The programme equipped par-
ticipants with business and ag-
riculture skills. StartUp Namibia 
believes digital technology and 
entrepreneurship have the poten-
tial to help solve problems faced 
by the agriculture sector by creat-
ing new markets, designing new 
services for farmers, improving 
yields, and increasing income.

Farm workers’ wages reviewed

Negotiations for an adjustment of 
the minimum wage for the agricul-
tural sector have been completed, 
the Namibia Agricultural Labour 
Forum (NALF) has announced. 

NALF is comprised of the Agri-
cultural Employers’ Association 
(AEA), The Namibia National Farm-
ers’ Union (NNFU), the Namibia 
Emerging Commercial Farmers’ 
Union (NECFU) and the Namibia 
Farm Workers’ Union (NAFWU).
According to the new agreement, 
the current minimum wage of is 
to be increased by 18 percent as 
from 1 January 2022 and the val-
ue of the minimum basic wage of 
farm workers will be N$1 653.00 
per month.

Meatco donation spurs Goreses 
livestock farming

Meatco Foundation has collab-
orated with UNIL (Norwegian 
Group) and Global Protein Solu-
tions (GPS) to donate water bore-
hole valued at N$450 000 to the 
Goreses community.

Omaheke Regional Council chair-
person Ignatius Gariseb, applaud-
ed  Meatco Foundation for the 
project, adding that talks of how 
animals can be supported and 
rounded-off to slaughter capacity 
should follow suit for the Goreses 
community to start contributing 
sustainably and deliver animals to 
Meatco.

The Goreses community was de-
pendent on subsistence farming 
and small-scale livestock farming 
prior to this donation had no ade-
quate means of water supply and 
the new borehole will now benefit 
about 300 people living at the set-
tlement.

NEWS BRIEFS

Agriculture debt decrease 

Condensed investment and lower 
expansion in the agricultural sec-
tor have been attributed t says 
recurring droughts, pests and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, according 
to Agribank’s latest market report.

The report  indicate that agricul-
tural debt decreased by 6,7 per-
cent to N$7,3 million in 2020, 
compared to N$7,8 million record-
ed in 2019.

“However, this is a 134 percent 
increase from the N$3 million dis-
bursed in 2010,” Agribank said.

 The bank further highlighted that 
the livestock subsector remains 
stagnant, mainly on the back of 
the dwindling off-take rates. This 
remains a concern for the overall 
performance of agriculture for the 
current year.

New agriculture sector cham-
ber established 

Farmers have established Namib-
ia Chamber of Agriculture to offer 
a united voice and central contact 
during policy dialogues with the 
government and other stakehold-
ers.

According to NCA, the Chamber 
will champion viable and smart 
integrated and holistic agricultural 
value chains.

“This milestone was finally 
reached as one of the outcomes 
of the Agriculture Conference held 
in September 2020,” said a state-
ment from NCA.

The statement further said ap-
proximately 35 organisations have 
indicated an interest in becoming 
members of the chamber.
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 s part of efforts to mitigate the 
 impact of the COVID-19 on the 
 agricultural sector, agriculture 
minister Calle Schlettwein has request-
ed for land tax relief for the financial year 
2019/2020.

“I recommend waiving the payment of 
land tax by 100 percent for all farmers 
in respect of 2019/2020 financial year to 
mitigate the effects of the pandemic,” 
said Schlettwein. 

He told parliament that the request will 
enable the agricultural sector to recover 
in the medium to long-term.

Schlettwein said the ministry, as the ad-
ministrator of land tax on commercial 
agricultural land, thought it imperative to 
waive the collection of this tax to ame-
liorate the strife experienced by farmers 
during the lockdown period.

The minister bemoaned the socio-eco-
nomic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the economy and livelihoods in partic-
ular. 

He highlighted that farmers were not 
able to market their livestock or produce 
domestically, and closed borders im-
posed on their ability to generate revenue 

A

Schlettwein ask for agric tax relief
…to cushion farmers from COVID-19 impacts

through traditional export markets.“In ac-
cordance with the Act, concurrence for 
100 percent tax relief for agricultural com-
mercial farm owners has been received 
from the minister responsible for finance,” 
said the minister.

Quarterly reports from the reserve bank 
indicate that the total number of cattle 
marketed declined year-on-year by 9.5 
percent to 51 744 heads during the sec-
ond quarter of 2021.

The Bank of Namibia (BoN) reflected that 
the number of cattle slaughtered for local 
consumption as well as for export, de-
clined by 46.5 percent and 31 percent, 
respectively, to 5 275 heads and 14 436 
heads during the quarter under review.

This was due to restocking activity by 
farmers, following a significant reduc-
tion in herds, ascribed to the devastating 
drought experienced in previous years.
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 ew biomass loan scheme for
 start-ups and existing bio-
 mass-based businesses has 
been launched by Agribank.

Dagmar Honsbein, Deputy Chairperson 
of the bank said the scheme will assist in 
the commercialisation of 26 000 000 ha 
of bush thickening in nine of the country’s 
14 regions.

The bank believes the sustainable utili-
sation of this bush would make a signif-
icant quantity of groundwater available, 
provide for biodiversity improvement, and 
open up land areas for higher productivity 
of rangelands.

Over the years, farmers have turned this 
bush biomass into charcoal to augment 
farm incomes, and this has turned into 
big business.

“Therefore, this innovative financing prod-
uct will support the conversion of bush 
into valuable products, like charcoal, fur-
niture, animal feed, and fuel pellets, and 

N

Agribank help farmers diversify into biomass 
businesses

will unlock potential for the economy, 
environmental, and social well-being,” 
Honsbein said, adding this would release 
swathes of land to improve livestock-rear-
ing potential.
Namibia currently has 230 charcoal pro-
ducers and 24 charcoal processors, cre-
ating 7 560 direct jobs, and providing a 
livelihood for more than 50 000 people.

“Charcoal production is currently equiva-
lent to harvesting bush from about 75 000 
ha of land per year, and statistics indicate 
the industry is expected to grow on av-
erage by eight percent over the next five 
years, with an expected annual turnover 
of N$700 million,” Honsbein said.

She said it is important for the bank to 
introduce the loan scheme as it expects 
the industry to create 375 direct jobs from 
harvesting and processing in the first 
year, and 950 jobs in year two.

The bank strives to provide relevant fi-
nancing schemes to support natural re-
source management to strengthen Na-

mibia’s bio-economy potential, she said.

Honsbein said Agribank disbursed new 
loans worth N$217 million in the 2020/21 
financial year, and the Omaheke region 
accounted for N$65,1 million, represent-
ing 30 percent of new business.
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 wo uranium prospecting permits
  issued to Headspring Invest-
 ments have been cancelled by 
agriculture and land reform authorities.

Agriculture Executive Director, Percy Mis-
ika recently told the company that the 
government was cancelling the permits 
after identifying gross negligence.

The company was on a mission to drill 
37 boreholes for uranium prospecting, a 
development that had angered southern 
farmers that depend on the basin for fresh 
water for their fresh produce.

T

Agriculture authorities cancel uranium 
prospecting permits

“Based on the gross violations and 
non-compliance of permit conditions, 
Permit No 11561 and Permit No 11562 
are hereby withdrawn with immediate ef-
fect and no further drilling is permitted,” 
wrote Misika in a cancellation letter is-
sued to Headspring.

Misika said the ministry carried out a 
site visit last month and was “extremely 
concerned about Headspring Investment 
(Pvt) Ltd’s non-compliance with condi-
tions of permits no. 11561 and no. 11562, 
among others”.

He said specifically the boreholes for 
hydro-geological study purposes are ac-
tually being drilled in a pattern mimick-
ing that of the in-situ leaching technique 
proposed in the background information 
prepared by the consultant hired to carry 
out the environmental impact assessment 
process for that.

“The exploration boreholes are not being 
drilled as per permit conditions where 
drilling activities require that the Kalahari 
aquifer be cased off and grouted before 
drilling into the Auob aquifer,” Misika add-
ed.

Meanwhile the Stampriet Aquifer Uranium 
Mining Committee welcomed the minis-
try’s decision but expressed concern over 
all exclusive prospecting licences (EPLs) 
issued for uranium prospecting across 
the Stampriet artesian basin.

The committee, made up of concerned 
farmers, and other stakeholders including 
lodge owners who depend on the aqui-
fer, are opposed to uranium prospecting 
in the area because of the potentially di-
sastrous impacts that in-situ leaching of 
uranium in the underground aquifers of 
the huge Stampriet artesian basin could 
have for this arid region of Namibia’s 
south-eastern Kalahari Desert and neigh-
bouring countries of Botswana and South 
Africa.
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 everal agronomic programes 
 have been rolled out by agricul-
 ture authorities to improve crop 
production, food security, create employ-
ment and reduce poverty and income in-
equality

The programs spread out in 10 crop-grow-
ing regions -Kunene, Omusati, Oshana, 
Oshakati, Ohangwena, Kavango West, 
Kavango East, Zambezi, Otjozondjupa 
and Omaheke, include Dry Land Crop 
Production Programme (DCPP), comple-
mented by the Cereal Value Chain Devel-
opment Programme (CVCDP).

In addition, the Comprehensive Conser-
vation Agriculture Programme, which is 
complementary to the DCPP, through 
subsidy to reaping, seeds and fertilisers, 
is implemented in all regions.

Jona Musheko, agriculture ministry 
spokesperson said the overall objective 
of DCPP is to ensure and accelerate the 
provision of subsidised agricultural pro-
duction inputs (improved seeds and fer-
tilisers) and mechanised services (tillage 
and planting), thereby increasing crop 

S

Authorities put spotlight on crop yield, food and 
nutrition security

yield, food and nutrition security, creation 
of employment opportunities as well as 
contribution to the reduction in poverty 
and income inequality.

Musheko said the programmes benefit 
the farmers through ploughing, reaping 
and planting services, provision of seeds 
and fertilisers, weeding services and ca-
pacity building.

“The ministry has availed 202 tractors 
with implements for the 91 constituencies 
in the 10 crop-growing regions to assist 
farmers with tillage and weeding services. 
The farmers are expected to pay a sub-
sidised price of N$250 per hectare to a 
maximum of five hectares for government 
tractors. Farmers utilising private tractors 
are subsidised with N$350 per hectare 
to a maximum of five hectares through a 
voucher system,” he stated.

He added the subsidised tillage service 
commenced in September for river fields 
and the upper land on 1 November 2021.
“Furthermore, the ministry will provide 
subsidised weeding services through 
women and youth groups, where farmers 

are subsidised at N$250 per hectare to a 
maximum of five hectares. Ploughing for 
river fields has commenced in the Zam-
bezi region. Eight tractors are deployed 
for the river fields in the Zambezi region.”
Meanwhile since the subsidy programme 
is demand-driven, farmers will benefit on 
a first come first serve basis.

“The ministry is implementing these pro-
grammes with the support from the re-
gional councils, traditional authorities and 
other stakeholders to ensure participation 
by all farmers. 

“The most welcomed participants are all 
cereal producers in the 10 crop-growing 
regions of Kunene, Omusati, Oshana, 
Oshikoto, Ohangwena, Kavango West, 
Kavango East, Zambezi, Otjozondjupa 
and Omaheke to participate in these pro-
grammes,” he said.

Musheko said a certain amount is set 
aside for monetary implications, whereby 
N$20 million is budgeted for the imple-
mentation of the rain-fed crop production 
programmes.

NEWS
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Achieve more from your feed with KEENAN and 
InTouch feed management technology
 ince its inception, KEENAN, 
 based in Borris, Co. Carlow, has 
 offered tailor-made solutions 
to enhance farm profitability. A renewed 
energy has been invested into design, 
innovation and technology since joining 
the Alltech family, to ensure the KEENAN 
offering exceeds the demands of tomor-
row’s agricultural requirements. With 
advances in precision farming, com-
bined with thorough customer feedback, 
KEENAN has evolved from a renowned 
manufacturer of diet feeders into an Ag-
ritech company, developing disruptive 
IoT technologies that are driving smarter, 
more profitable farming in more than 40 
countries.

Long synonymous with excellence in 
nutrition and driving animal perfor-
mance through optimising rumen health, 
KEENAN diet feeders are fitted with the 
KEENAN controller and InTouch, a feed 
management platform, which provides 
monitoring and optimization of herd 
health, ration formulation, weight gains/
yield, in addition to improving on-farm 
profits. 

Independent trials have consistently re-
vealed that the KEENAN mix retains the 

S fibre structure to stimulate rumination, al-
lowing greater absorption of energy, max-
imised feed conversion efficiency and ul-
timately maximum herd performance. 

“The KEENAN controller fitted to the diet 
feeder is very intuitive and simple to use. 
It tells the farmer step by step what feed 
mix to put in the machine and then re-
cords the exact input of feed mix in the 
machine, explains Robert Walker, CEO of 
KEENAN. The ease of using InTouch has 
been key to its success.”

“Difference in diet can be quickly iden-
tified, assessed and corrected through 
the InTouch system. If there is a mis-
take or a deterioration in animal per-
formance, the farmer is alerted, and an 
InTouch nutritionist will modify the diet 
accordingly, explains Walker.” 

“Working with KEENAN and InTouch feed 
management, farmers can achieve more 
from their feed. What they get in terms of 
actual production is 200 grams per head 
per day more beef on average across our 
system and a 16% increase in milk pro-
duction,” said Cathal Bohane, Head of 
InTouch Nutrition. 

The quality of mix the KEENAN diet feed-
ers produce, paired with the KEENAN 
controller and the InTouch feed manage-
ment platform, has positive consequential 
benefits for farmers under pressure to re-
duce the carbon footprint of their herd.

Walker explains, “If you can accurately 
prevent farmers from overfeeding ingre-
dients and get farmers to optimise their 
output, it means that they are more effi-
cient. More efficient farmers are going to 
be producing more milk using fewer re-
sources. 

KEENAN’s latest campaign, ‘The Result is 
in the Mix’, positions livestock farmers at 
the forefront of KEENAN’s core focus and 
is centred around their value proposition; 
delivering enhanced animal performance 
and herd health through superior mix 
quality and a consistent mix. 

The ethos of the campaign is to show-
case how KEENAN can effectively sup-
port farmers in their everyday life, help-
ing achieve better on-farm profitability, 
increased herd performance and a better 
work-life balance.
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FAO deploys new application to 
combat locust outbreak 

By PIE KAMAU 

 he Food and Agriculture 
 Organization of the United 
 Nations (FAO) developed the 
eLocust3m application to improve early 
warning through rapid detection, surveil-
lance and monitoring of locust outbreaks. 
The eLocust3m app latest version allows 
for a broader community of people to be 
involved in the collection of data.

About 30 agricultural extension officers 
in Namibia, specifically, from the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Water and Land Re-
form (MAWLR) were recently trained on 
the use of the application. They were 
also acquainted with skills to operate the 
mobile phone application as a means to 
strengthen their locust monitoring and 
control efforts.

“The eLocust3m application will help us 
to assess the current situation on the 
ground and to warn us of the likelihood 
of an invasion,” said Margaret Matengu, 
Chief Agricultural Extension Officer of the 
Directorate of Agricultural Production, 
Extension and Engineering Services with-
in the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and 
Land Reform (MAWLR), noting that times 
of crises are also times for innovation and 
collaboration.

Namibia has been battling the African Mi-
gratory Locust (AML) outbreak and oth-

T er two locust species – the Red Locust 
and the Brown Locust – known to have 
swarmed and damaged grazing in south-
ern parts of the country. The food security 
and livelihoods of thousands of small-
holder households are under threat.

The app is suitable for difficult and re-
mote locations where monitoring can be 
a challenge and is designed for use in ar-
eas with no Internet connection, and can 
also be utilized by community members 
and smallholder farmers to report locust 
sightings.

According to FAO, eLocust3m, an inno-
vative data collection application helps to 
inform decision makers on which areas 
need attention and help to establish to 
what the extent the locust outbreak is in 
order to guide coordination and response 
efforts. In addition to identifying areas to 
target with spraying, eLocust3m enables 
FAO to provide advance warning to peo-
ple who have not yet been affected by in-
vading locust swarms.

Information obtained via the eLocust3m 
app is used to assess the current situa-
tion on the ground, forecast its develop-
ment and warn locust affected countries 
and the international donor community of 
likely locust invasions and plagues.

The training was conducted under the 
project “African migratory locust re-
sponse to mitigate impacts on food se-
curity and livelihoods” implemented by 
FAO, financially supported by the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID). The project is also being 
implemented in Angola, Botswana, Zam-
bia, and Zimbabwe to safeguard the food 
and nutrition security and livelihoods of 
vulnerable people in African migratory lo-
cust (AML) affected areas.

The African Migratory Locust outbreaks in 
southern Africa are separate to the Des-
ert Locust emergency simultaneously oc-
curring in eastern Africa. Desert Locusts, 
in fact, do not affect the southern Africa 
region. Locusts are among the most de-
structive pests in the world. One swarm 
can contain tens of millions of adults. A 
20 km2 swarm of locusts with an average 
density of 60 million adults per km2 can 
eat the same amount of food in one day 
that would feed 2 500 people for a year.

In Namibia, FAO has provided technical 
and financial assistance to the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform 
(MAWLR) to ensure the training and de-
ployment of technical staff, and strength-
en the ongoing battle against the locusts.  
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O

GIZ rollout small-scale farmers 
entrepreneurship training
 ver 80 communal farmers in the 
 Rundjara village in the 
 Masharere Constituency of the 
Kavango East region have completed 
training on farming for resilience and en-
trepreneurship.

The training programme, Farmers Busi-
ness School (FBS) developed by German 
Agency for International Cooperation was 
developed in 2010 as an innovative agri-
cultural extension and training approach 
to promote entrepreneurship and busi-
ness skills among small-scale farmers in 
Africa.

Communal farmers in the Rundjara village 
were the first recipients to benefit from 
this initiative in Namibia, which is also be-
ing offered in 24 African countries.  

Berry Manda, the GIZ technical advisor at 
the Farmers Business School (FBS), said 
the programme has already started yield-

ing positive results.  He believes there 
will be a mindset shift among small-scale 
farmers in Namibia, particularly those in 
communal areas who go through the FBS 
training.  
  
“The advantages of this programme has 
seen countries who implement it increase 
their production in the agricultural sector. 

“The programme has also seen a change 
in the mindset of farmers, who change as 
they now start to realise that framing is a 
business,” Manda said.  

One of the trainees Muronga Mukuve 
expressed his gratitude to FBS and the 
trainers for training them in becoming en-
trepreneurs in the farming sector. 

“I would like to thank the Famers Busi-
ness School team for equipping us with 
skills that will enable us to run our small 
farming businesses. It was never my ex-

pectation to be trained as a farmer; there-
fore, I am grateful for this programme,” 
Mukuve said.  Another beneficiary of 
the programme, David Maseka also ex-
pressed his gratitude, and encouraged 
fellow farmers to maximise on the skills 
they received to generate an income for 
themselves and increase their production. 

“We, the farmers of Rundjara village, are 
grateful for this opportunity granted to us. 
As you may be aware of our situation, we 
only used to farm for a living but never 
saw it as a business venture. 

Our minds have changed; we will now 
start thinking like entrepreneurs,” Maseka 
said. 

The programme is also envisaged to train 
value chain farmers in Kavango West, 
Kunene, Zambezi, Oshana, Ohangwena, 
Oshikoto, Omusati, Omaheke and Otjo-
zondjupa regions.  
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With Big Dutchman
you’ve hit the bull’s eye!

T O P  Q U A L I T Y  P R O D U C T S

Always a step ahead with our housing and 
 feeding equipment for modern poultry (broilers, 
layers) and pig production.

Big Dutchman S. A. (Pty) Ltd
PO Box 276 Edenvale Gauteng 1610 RSA,
Tel. +27 11 452-1154, sales@bigdutchman.co.za
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Livestock exporting regulations should be 
reviewed - Meatco

   eatco has challenged 
   government to review the 
   country’s livestock exporting
 regulations, citing that most regulations 
favour foreign companies. 

Isaac Nathinge, Meatco’s executive for 
Strategy and Business Development re-
cently told media that 30 percent levy in-
troduced on the export of cattle weighing 
more than 450kg in 2004 is not deterring 
foreign companies’ exports.

He said though the measure was meant 
to curb exports of animals, it has fuelled 
exports. Nathinge bemoaned that the 
country’s value chain’s sustainability is 
being depleted.

“We are concerned that if you keep the 
situation as it is where animals are just 

M leaving and nobody is really taking ac-
countability in terms of what type of an-
imals is leaving,” Nathinge said.

Nathinge is lobbying for government to 
put some additional measures to ensure 
that what really goes out of Namibia will 
not dent the value chain. 

“The 30 percent levy measure in its cur-
rent form does not help the value chain. 
Actually, this measure is encouraging 
more farmers to just produce - as long as 
it’s below 450kg, sell it now so that it can 
go,” he said.

In 2019, Namibia exported about 12 400 
metric tonnes of meat with most meat is 
exported to the United States, Europe, 
South Africa and China.

In March 2020, Namibia became the first 
and only African country to export beef to 
the United States.

Namibia was the second African country 
after South Africa to meet China’s strin-
gent import conditions for bone-in beef in 
2020.

According to the Namibia Statistics Agen-
cy, Namibia’s meat sector is a N$6.95 
billion industry, with livestock farming 
amounting to N$5.23 billion and meat 
processing worth N$1.72 billion.

The Meat Board of Namibia reported that 
69 811 cattle were marketed during quar-
ter three of 2021, an increase of 2.30 per-
cent from 68 239 cattle marketed during 
the same quarter in 2020.

NEWS



SHELL LUBRICANT SOLUTIONS MAKE IT POSSIBLE
Growing crops is a tough business. You work long hours in gruelling terrain and the weather 
can be unforgiving. You need to be sure that your machinery, old and new, won’t let you down. 
After all, if your agricultural machinery doesn’t perform at its best, your business can’t grow.

Our range of heavy duty engine Shell Lubricant Solutions are here to help. They are formulated 
to help reduce maintenance costs, increase oil drain intervals and lower exhaust emissions.

MEETING THE CHALLENGES 
OF MODERN FARMING

Customer Service
Vivo Energy Namibia
+264 (0) 80 002 1021
Toll free: 0800 021 021
Email: CustomerServiceNamibia@vivoenergy.com
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Accelerate the Adoption of Solar Refrigeration 
in Namibia
    nnovative energy efficient off-grid 
    refrigeration solutions are becoming 
    increasingly popular because they 
can increase food security, reduce food 
wastage and mitigate CO2 emissions as 
well as generate possible economic ben-
efits for rural communities. 

Even when milk, meat and vegetables are 
plentiful, communal farmers rarely have 
access to cooling appliances and are left 
outside of the cold chain. Improved ac-
cess to energy-efficient, off-grid appropri-
ate refrigeration can immediately and sig-
nificantly improve the lives and livelihoods 
of our communal and emerging farmers.

 In addition to access to fresh food, refrig-
eration  extends the viability of life-saving 
medicines and vaccines.

The technical score is that the size of a 
solar panel required to power a best in-
class off-grid refrigerator is nine times 
smaller than what is required to power a 
conventional refrigerator. Regarding ener-
gy consumption, every refrigerator takes 
a surge of energy to start up.  This is the 
same with solar refrigeration, but the dif-
ference is that the start-up wattage of a 
DC appliance is significantly lower than 
that of an AC one.

Energy storage remains a challenge 
both in cost and capacity, but alternative 
groundbreaking technologies are already 
on the Namibian market. It is possible to 
have a 12V DC refrigerator powered with-
out batteries, using 50-80W PV modules 
as a source of energy plus the ice stor-
age technology of the appliance, to get 
+ 4°C..+12°C cooling temperature range 
at ambient temperatures ranging +16°C - 
+40°C. 

In conclusion, the importance of taking 
care of our environment should not come 
short, hence the shift to CO2 mitigating 
refrigerants for these appliances.  

Moira Alberts, Managing Director & 
Co-Founder of Taatisolar. 

I
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SPECIALISTS SERVICES

environmentally
responsible

safe thermal treatment 
of hazardous and toxic waste

28 Keramiek Street | Clayville | Olifantsfontein | 1665

 t +27 (11)316 1800 | f +27 11 316 4999 | e info@athermal.co.za

www.athermal.co.za

Chemicals Division 
The A-Thermal chemical division is able to treat 
the following hazardous waste through 
thermal destruction:

   laboratory waste chemicals pesticides
  expired pure organo-chloride and organo-
sulphide waste

  permanent destruction of persistent organic 
Pollutants (POPs)

  cyanide waste
  decontamination of containers 
used in the chemical and 
pesticides industry

  sludges and wastewater/liquids contaminated 
with organo-chlorides

  heavymetal contaminated waste such as 
mercury waste

Pharmaceutical Division
The A-Thermal pharmaceutical division 
specialises in permanent, secure destruction 
of pharmaceuticals. Waste treated includes:

  fi nished pharmaceutical products (expired 
and discontinued)

  intermediate products raw materials
  quality assurance retention samples natural, 
homeopathic or complimentary medicine

 clinical trials
  laboratories in pharmaceutical industries
 medical devices
 cosmetic industries
  schedule 5 – 6 drugs (overseen by 
full-time on-site pharmacist)

CONNECT NOW
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CORPORATE NEWS

Case IH harvesting and hay equipment 
impresses farmers in Kenya

 ome of Case IH’s most 
 trusted hay and harvest 
 machinery has been put through 
its paces during recent field demonstra-
tions in Kenya.

From the Axial-Flow 4088 combine har-
vester to the SB541 small square baler, 
MDX21A discmower and WR102 wheel r
ake, the equipment proved its value 
to more than 80 attendees across two 
events.

The first event was held at the farm of 
Geoffry and Elizabeth Irangi in Njoro, in 
the province of Nakaru, and focused on 
mowing Rhodes grass, raking and baling.
Ms Irangi was impressed by the capabili-
ties of the Case IH mower and rakes.

“The very low cut of the mower, less 
than five centimeters from ground, and 
the cleanliness of the field after the 
rake collected the grass impressed me 
the most,” she said. 

“On top, the narrow size of these two ma-
chines is just what we need in the narrow 
country roads here in Njoro.

“The small square baler demonstrat-
ed picking capability like no other ma-

chine in this area. No grass was left on 
the ground, and the density and perfect 
rectangular shape is something that farm-
ers have not seen often in this province,” 
Ms Irangi said.

Case IH’s small square balers have a rep-
utation for reliability, standing up to sea-
son after season of heavy-duty baling. 
The gear-driven twine tying system pro-
vides consistent, dependable tying with 
minimal maintenance.

At the demonstration at the Salaton 
farm in Narok, the baler again stood up to 
the challenge, with event attendees doing 
everything they could to try to break up 
the bales—lifting and throwing them and 
even jumping on top of them—just to test 
the superior bale density and reliability of 
the knotters. The bales remained intact.

Prior to the baling, the Axial-Flow 4088 
combine harvester was used to harvest 
the four tonne per hectare wheat crop at 
the Narok demonstration. 

Case IH’s Axial-Flow single-rotor tech-
nology provides high harvesting capacity, 
thorough crop threshing, low grain losses, 
gentle grain handling and unsurpassed 
sample quality within the Axial-Flow 

4088’s compact dimensions. 

The wheat in the field was 15 days over-
ripe and Mr Salaton was concerned grains 
would be cracked during harvesting. 

“At the beginning I was afraid, but af-
ter two runs with the Axial-Flow 4088 
I collected samples from the tank and I 
was so impressed by the quality I could 
not believe my eyes!” he said. 

“The cleanliness and total absence of 
cracked grain made me feel relieved and 
made me really understand what was ex-
plained to me about gentle grain-on-grain 
threshing.

“I delivered the load to the wheat mill the 
same day and I was assigned Grade 1 for 
the quality of the grains. This means I can 
obtain the highest possible profitability 
from my field,” Mr Salaton said.

The demonstrations were so successful 
that a number of farmers have already 
purchased equipment, with even more 
considering further purchases as a di-
rect result of seeing the machinery in ac-
tion in the field. 

S
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 frican Development Bank Group 
 (AfDB) has approved a $150 
 million facility to ETC Group Lim-
ited to address the company’s working 
capital requirements and support its food 
production expansion plans across 10 
countries in Africa, in a boost for small-
holder farmers.

The investment will take the form of a 
trade and agri-finance package compris-
ing a $75 million soft commodity finance 
facility to support the group’s pre and post 
shipment working capital requirements, 
with a particular focus on export-oriented 
activities. 

In addition, the package also includes a 
$75 million agriculture value-chain pro-
gram to increase agriculture production 
and productivity, by providing improved 
agricultural inputs and agronomic adviso-
ry services to local farmers.

ETC is a pan-African agriculture conglom-
erate with a footprint expanding across 

A

AfDB to support agriculture value-chain 
development in Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa, North America, Eu-
rope, Middle East, and Southeast Asia, 
trading millions of tons in soft commod-
ities.

The ultimate beneficiaries of this inter-
vention will include smallholder farmers, 
a significant number being women and 
youth entrepreneurs across 10 African 
countries, whose productivity is expect-
ed to increase from the deployment of 
high-quality agricultural inputs. Rural 
women will also benefit greatly from this 
intervention.

Commenting on the loan, African Devel-
opment Bank Vice President, Agriculture, 
Human and Social Development, Dr. Beth 
Dunford, said: “Working with an African 
agro-champion like ETC was critical to-
wards achieving the Bank’s developmen-
tal goal to support millions of small holder 
farmers across the continent and contrib-
ute to increased agriculture production 
and food security, in the process.”

Solomon Quaynor, Vice President for Pri-
vate Sector, Infrastructure and Industrial-
ization added that “the Bank’s investment 
into ETC Group will go a long way in con-
tributing to food import substitution by 
allowing ETC to process and package ag-
ricultural products locally while increasing 
value-addition of export-oriented prod-
ucts.”

Director General of the Bank’s Southern 
Africa region, Leila Mokadem noted: “The 
advent of COVID-19 has caused major 
disruptions in agricultural value chains 
worldwide. The proposed facility will 
therefore be a key enabler in supporting 
ETC’s build-back strategy on the African 
continent, specifically in LICs and Transi-
tion states.” 

ETC Group’s operations cover 26 African 
countries. Their business activities cover 
agricultural inputs, cash -traded products 
such as pulses and rice, exchange-traded 
products, logistics, and retail consumer 
goods.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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• Other relief measures are;  ITC de-listing, restructuring, suspension of legal 

actions which can be accessed on meeting minimal conditions.

For more details, kindly visit our website at www.agribank.com.na or contact any 

Agribank office countrywide. For on the go updates, like our Facebook page or 

follow our Twitter handle.

Agribank – Your All Season Bank



 22                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | October - December 2021 

      n time for deliberation at the 6th 
      Conference of Parties (COP26) 
      in Glasgow, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recently 
released a concerning report, noting that 
climate change was widespread, rapid 
and intensifying. It is undeniable that the 
climate crisis is upon us and the world is 
getting hotter – the past decade being the 
hottest in the recorded period since 1850.
 
Human-caused emissions have now 
locked the earth into a 1.5 degree Cel-
sius temperature increase and we have 
a clearer picture of what our future looks 
like if we do not act quickly to curtail 
these emissions. Importantly, it is not too 
late. The report highlights that tempera-
ture increases would stabilise over a few 
decades if we can get to zero emissions. 
Effectively, we are in a race against time to 
limit the number of irreversible changes.
 
Although we all have a role to play, many 
argue that this places an unfair burden 
on Africa. Africa makes a very small con-
tribution to global emissions (under 4%) 
and while we haven’t caused the prob-
lem, we will be massively affected by it. 
Most African countries are already seeing 
the effects of climate change in weather 

I

Combating climate change with green energy 
solutions for Africa
By GREG FYFE & RENTIA VAN TONDER*

patterns and events such as tropical cy-
clones, droughts and floods. If we contin-
ue on the path we are on, large parts of 
Africa may become uninhabitable. Adding 
to this burden, we are also not particularly 
well equipped to adapt to these changes 
and lack the wherewithal to handle suc-
cessive climate change emergencies.
 
Africa has no choice but to join the glob-
al drive toward limiting carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gas emissions, 
however this action must be considered 
within the context of Africa’s just transi-
tion toward a low-carbon economy. We 
must also facilitate a just transition for the 
communities and individual workers who 
currently depend on coal and other fossil 
fuels for their livelihoods, and in a manner 
that recognises the deep energy poverty 
across African economies.
  
Renewable energy is vital to meeting 
global carbon reduction goals. Historical-
ly, renewables were criticised as being too 
expensive, however, we have seen a sig-
nificant decline in their cost due in large 
to advancements in technology making 
renewables more efficient and affordable.
 
A further benefit, especially from an Afri-

can perspective, is that renewables allow 
for a more modular type of technology 
to be rolled out in a much shorter time 
frame. For example, construction times 
are much longer and far more complex 
when it comes to coal-fired power sta-
tions.  Renewables are more fit for pur-
pose, flexible, modular, and you have the 
option to add more capacity if required.
 
However, challenges exist that are in-
hibiting the rollout of renewable energy 
projects across the continent and require 
urgent government attention through 
policy considerations. Some challenges 
are regulatory in nature, while others re-
late to financing and technology. African 
countries need enabling and conducive 
regulatory environments for investment 
in the development of renewable energy. 
Governments also need to provide poli-
cy certainty to ensure bankable projects 
are brought to market. At the moment 
we see a wave of global funding ready to 
invest in renewables, but we lack bank-
able projects in scale.  The solution lies 
in sector reform initiatives and developing 
policy frameworks that enable rapid mar-
ket growth in both centralised and decen-
tralised energy.
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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Looking at decentralised energy, we are 
seeing that more and more customers 
are driven by two key factors. The one is 
sustainable and reliable electricity supply. 
They cannot afford to have intermittent 
electricity supply and a grid-tied, captive 
power solution often makes more sense. 
The second driver is to be able to man-
age affordability and predictability of elec-
tricity costs. As the price of renewables 
comes down, companies are questioning 
why they should continue buying power 
from a utility, especially where significant 
price increases have been evident and ex-
pected to continue.  Customers are also 
becoming more sensitive to buy power 
from utilities whose generation capacity 
is mainly coal, which does not necessar-
ily align with their environmental, social 
and governance (ESG) objectives. This 
is an important driver we are seeing with 
corporates, especially in the mining and 
industrial sectors in South Africa, with in-
ternational shareholders that are sensitive 
to ESG objectives and goals.
 
Standard Bank Group is committed to 
facilitating African economies’ access to 
energy and other critical infrastructure es-
sential for sustainable and inclusive eco-
nomic growth and human development, 
while aligning with the objectives of the 
Paris Agreement (net zero by 2050). As 
Africa’s largest banking group by assets, 
we recognise the impact of our business 
activities on the societies, economies 
and environments in which we operate. 
We also understand that we can make a 
significant positive impact because of our 

scale advantage.
 
To this end, we established a dedicated 
sustainable finance business unit in 2019.  
The unit is responsible for partnering with 
our business areas to better serve our cli-
ents by developing and delivering innova-
tive and bespoke green, social and sus-
tainability-linked products and services, 
helping our clients and investors achieve 
their own social and environmental ambi-
tions. Renewable energy is a core com-
ponent of our green financing strategy 
and activity.
 
As the African leader in green bond issu-
ances, we arranged Africa’s largest green 
bond and South Africa’s first offshore 
green bond in 2020. The capital raised 
through this 10-year, USD200 million fa-
cility will be used to finance eligible green 
assets including renewable energy and 
energy efficiency assets, aligned to our 
Sustainable Bond Framework.
 
We also received the inaugural Global Fi-
nance award for Best Global Investment 
Bank for Sustainable Finance, an en-
dorsement of our leadership in this critical 
driver of sustainable growth on the con-
tinent.
 
Standard Bank Group fully supports the 
expansion of affordable renewable energy 
solutions across Africa and our energy fi-
nance portfolio is increasingly focused on 
renewable energy projects. Since 2012, 
we have financed the construction of new 
power projects to the value of USD2.77 

billion in Africa. 86% of this funding 
(USD2.38 billion) was for renewable en-
ergy and we have not financed any new 
coal-fired power stations since 2009.
 
As we accelerate toward our 2025 am-
bition of becoming a client-centric, dig-
itally enabled platform business, we are 
creating innovative solutions and new 
partnerships to serve our clients better 
and grow our revenues. Deepening digi-
tisation across the continent is opening 
new doors and to help address the ener-
gy challenge, we initiated PowerPulse, an 
innovative digital offering, designed and 
built to transform the way we deliver and 
consume energy, and which can be ac-
cessed via our OneHub platform. Through 
PowerPulse we help clients source alter-
native means of energy production with 
the support of vetted solution providers. 
This platform guides our clients in making 
the right technical decisions and select-
ing the right partners. This is then aligned 
to the most appropriate legal and funding 
solutions, all within the complex regulato-
ry and approval environment.
 
Africa is rich in untapped renewables 
– solar, wind, hydropower and geother-
mal. The African continent also has the 
potential for economically viable natural 
carbon sinks. All these factors position 
Africa to be a key player in the low-car-
bon economy. However, the deployment 
of renewable energy on both a centralised 
or decentralised basis requires significant 
funding and initial capital. For Africa to 
combat climate change through green 
energy solutions, governments and their 
stakeholders must work with urgency to 
develop suitable policy frameworks and 
create an enabling environment for in-
vestments in renewables.  

*Greg Fyfe is Head: Sustainable Finance, 
Wholesale Clients at Standard Bank and 
Rentia Van Tonder, Head: Power, Whole-
sale Clients at Standard Bank
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

 rtificial intelligence (AI) can be
 regarded as a promising 
 opportunity to transform agri-
culture which is considered to have the 
highest level of risks of all sectors. It is 
also under pressure to meet increasing 
demand and to solve global problems.

Thirty years from now, the Namibian pop-
ulation will have doubled, while the sur-
face area of fertile land is declining. Agri-
culture will remain a mainstay occupation 
in rural Namibia, implying that farmers will 
have to do more with less.

Given our arid landwhere farmers struggle 
with environmental and climate factors, 
artificial intelligence could make a real 
difference. Globally, farms supported with 
reliable technology already demonstrated 
tangible benefits and productivity gains.

All-over, AI is high on the agenda. In Af-
rica, most governments already adjusted 
policies towards adoption over useful-
ness and relevance. Currently more than 
60% of African countries are part of Smart 
Africa; the network that collaborates and 
shares supportive infrastructure.

Namibia, despite not having signed up, 
remains committed to become a knowl-

A

Will artificial intelligence solve some of the 
pressing issues in agriculture?

By HELMKE SARTORIUS VON BACH*
edge-based society by 2030. For that we 
need to determine how new technological 
innovation will affect our conventional be-
liefs and agricultural practices, as AI can 
awaken unknown data’s true potential.
Artificial intelligence applies the use of 
sophisticated algorithms to transform raw 
data into information for efficient decision 
making. The availability of better informa-
tion will empower and inspire Namibian 
citizens across our 14 regions.

Specifically, the use of big data in agricul-
ture will provide farmers with improved 
and timely reports. They can use for ex-
ample, their smartphones, drones or ro-
bots, to record progress throughout the 
production season. Collected data then 
could be accurately analysed, making 
use of modern cloud-based software to 
estimate yield potential. Such a system 
would avail immediate reports (once re-
quired) to keep farmers informed. This will 
allow adjustments for the unforeseen and 
will minimize agricultural losses.

On the national level, our animal health 
care officials could use predictive analyt-
ics to implement measures for a reduced 
likelihood of FMD outbreaks or to stream-
line vaccination campaigns. It would only 
require the capturing of meaningful infor-

mation to better measure and improve 
the livestock health outcomes. Examples 
would be to analyse and predict out-
breaks based on additional information 
captured through AI, using the existing 
and functionable NamLITS traceability 
system. New intelligence could identify 
gaps to overcome some of our regional 
issues. An AI system only provides in-
formation. For the optimal information 
the use of the information depends on 
support infrastructure, such as vehicles, 
roads, and the logistical infrastructure to 
achieve agricultural goals.

Another example would be to re-skill our 
extension officers with different types of 
advanced methods, such as cloud-based 
technology and software to provide ac-
cess to information required for improved 
advice to farmers. This could result into 
higher farmers’ productivity. However, 
the use of data-driven advice will require 
some adjustments in the capturing of in-
formation. Our regular national census 
would need to adjust their approach and 
to avail disaggregation of existing national 
data.

The future is about individual data for 
our 14 Namibian regions, with options 
to disaggregate even regional data into 



area specific information. Technical infor-
mation, relevant to these specific areas, 
will provide farmers with ideas on how to 
improve production and what is required 
to minimise or to mitigate identified risks. 
Since AI technology provides immediate 
access to production information, farmers 
will be able to reduce their costs and will 
become more profitable again. However, 
nothing is for free, the tangible benefits 
which simplify the lives of farmers in many 
ways, but will have to be cost as well.

Current AI purposes are to analyse mar-
ket demand, to manage risks, to analyse 
genetic enhancements, monitoring soil 
health, protecting produce against dis-
eases and pests through early treatments, 
or optimising plant and crop harvesting. 
These allow for improved farming opera-
tions with optimised input allocations and 
increased farming productivity.

Also, the observed food waste can be re-
duced. AI offers insights into food produc-
tion to establish consumers’ confidence 
in food safety and security. We need to 
be aware that consumers increasingly 
will require traceability of the entire food 
production process. Typically, consumers 
will read the QR code of the selected food 
products to select among alternatives. 
The new generation will not purchase only 
by quality and price but increasingly they 
will make use of investigation where and 
how products were grown, transported, 
and processed.

Given the challenges faced in Namibian 
agriculture, access to these improved 
insights might be the catalyst required 
for change. This technology will not only 
analyse information, but it also has the 
potential to fundamentally enhance rural 

lives through a number of agriculturally 
based initiatives.

In Namibia, we should utilize our young 
and talented population to be capacitated 
with relevant training. Our forward-think-
ing society need to be encouraged to de-
termine how to plan our future, inclusive 
of supporting policies within the ethical 
framework, local knowledge, values, and 
beliefs of our citizens. It will require pub-
lic private partnerships to cover the high 
acquisition and maintenance costs, in-
clusive of regular hardware and software 
updates.

Given these constraints, the benefits of AI 
in agriculture are undeniable. Smart farm-
ing tools and systems can perform vari-
ous tasks so that farm workers can opti-
mize their operations strategically, but it 
will require human intelligence. Although 
unemployment might be regarded as a 
threat, increased agricultural production 
will improve to allow additional but differ-
ent jobs because of economic multiplier 
effects. The use of digital technologies 
will be found in all stages of the agricul-
tural supply chains, starting in the auto-
mation of production systems, the use 
of sensors and remote satellite data for 
improved monitoring of crops, water use, 
or for product traceability in the complete 
value chain.

As attractive the possibilities may appear, 
we need to understand that unlike the use 
of a tractor, one can’t just buy artificial in-
telligence for a specific application; it is 
not tangible. AI consists of a set of tech-
nologies that are automated through pro-
gramming, thus essentially, it can be re-
garded as a simulation of thinking, based 
on available technological infrastructure. 
It will take some time, to completely de-
velop that infrastructure. But by doing 
so, farmers will be able to build a robust 
agricultural technology-based ecosystem 
that will stand the test of time. Artificial 
intelligence is a waive of technological 
development with significant economic 
impact of the same scale as the introduc-
tion of mobile telephony or the internet. 
Countries recognising it earlier will leap 
forward, those who do not will miss out, 
but eventually all will have to follow.

*Helmke Sartorius von Bach is currently 
employed as professor at the Neudamm 
campus of the University of Namibia. He 
obtained his PhD in Agriculture Econom-
ics at the University of Pretoria in 1992 
and became professor in 1994 at the age 
of 32 and headed the Department of Ag-
ricultural Economics, Extension, and Ru-
ral Development. He returned to Namibia 
in 1996, taking up full-time farming and 
part-time consulting as agricultural econ-
omist.
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Save energy and irrigate more profitably with 
AGRICO’s GPS based Web Control
A            grico recently introduced a new GPS controller, with which pivots can be controlled on Agrico’s well-known internet 
            application. By controlling pumps according to the specific need of the pivots, heaps of energy are saved.

DEVICES ON THE INTERNET

Advanced Rain Pivot Control and Pump Control connect irrigation devices to the Internet on Agrico’s Rain interface. The whole 
system is managed easily and accurately.

Agrico Pivot with internet control. On the cell phone screen one can see how pumps and pivots are controlled on the same application.

This screen grab illustrates the functionality of the system, making it easy to operate large irrigation systems with various pivot points, 
pumps, dam levels, valves, irrigation blocks etc. on a single platform.
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THE VALUE OF PRESSURE CON-
TROL WITH AGRICO’S GPS MODULE

Here is a real example of a pivot, with 
a large height difference between the 
highest and lowest points:

The following graph shows how the 
Agrico system accurately controls the 
pressure, according to the need of the 
pivot. The spray package requires a 
minimum pressure of 100kPa at the end 
of the machine for correct, uniform irri-
gation. 

Traditionally, the irrigation system is 
then designed with a constant inlet 
pressure to continuously meet the max-
imum pressure requirement (at the high-
est point); about 450kPa in this case. 
However, the pressure at the centre can 
be varied between about 240kPa and 
450kPa due to the topography to exact-
ly meet the pressure requirements and 
thus save energy.
    

NEW GPS MODULE

AGRICO’s new GPS can be installed on 
any electrical pivot. The position of the 
last tower is determined accurately. The 
pressure can be monitored at the end of 
the pivot point and with AGRICO Pump 
Control and a VFD (variable frequency 
drive) the pressure can be controlled 
automatically and accurately.

See the green cylindrical Agrico control unit, with its GPS antenna on the last tower of 
another make pivot.

Since the pressure is controlled not to 
fall below the threshold values   and the 
spray package is equipped with pres-
sure regulators, the volume of water ap-
plied is constant, despite the slope. 

Power (kW) is the product of pressure 
(kPa) and flow (l/s). The power required 
for the pump (s) during irrigation is 
therefore directly proportional to the 
pressure applied.

The total energy for one revolution of 
the pivot is equivalent to the area under 
the pressure curve. The following graph 
shows how much energy is required for 
one revolution with AGRICO’s automat-
ic pressure control, versus the energy 
that would be required if no control is 
applied. The energy saving with Agrico’s 
GPS pressure control, for this real case 
is more than 28%.

This is a Google image with 2 m contours. 
The graph shows the height profile on the 
circumference. The total height difference 
is 21 m and the maximum height is 13 m 
higher than the average height. The white 
section on the graph represents, potential 
energy savings that can be achieved with 
pressure control.

The graph shows how the Agrico control 
system automatically responds by varying 
the inlet pressure at the centre (the solid 
red line) to continuously maintain the re-
quired pressure at the end of the machine 
(the blue dotted line). The actual end 
pressure is also indicated (solid blue line)

Shows the energy required with pressure 
control (in green) and the 28% energy 
saving (in red), compared to when no 
control would be applied.

AGRICO Web Control offers the best 
technology:

• Dynamic System Pressure - With this 
integrated solution, pressure can be op-
timized automatically, with huge energy 
savings.
• Positioning - Better accuracy by 
means of optional GPS.
• Security - Web Control utilizes the 
latest user and device authentication 
to increase security. User rights can be 
granted individually. Complete record of 
all user actions is kept for audit purpos-
es.
• Increases irrigation efficiency through 
accurate control.
• Facilitate the operation and manage-
ment of the irrigation system.
• Reduce energy consumption and in-
crease profitability.
• 24 Months free internet control sub-
scription with each new controller. SMS 
communication is optionally available.
• Updates with the latest software ver-
sions, via the internet.
• The product is supported by a 24/7 
technical helpline.    
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Magnificent baler technology

HYUNDAI MACHINERY NAMIBIA (HMN),  
are now also dealers of the magnificent AGRONIC 
820 & 1220 MultiBalers that can ensile forage in 
chopped or processed form, in wrapped bales, ready 
for use and easy to transport. Quality of feed is  
ensured through the highest oxygen removal rate  
of any ensiling (‘kuilvoer’) process. 

1 Year Warranty on machines & spares.

& Steven Marnewick 
081 404 7930 

UNIT 2 • QE PARK  
NELSON MANDELA AVE  
SWAKOPMUND

steven@hmn.com.na 
admin@hmn.com.na
www.hmn.com.na

AGRONIC
MultiBalers now  
available in Namibia!
For more info contact:

To see all our Excavators, Loaders, Rollers & TLB’s   
please visit www.hmn.com.na or better still, visit us in  
Swakopmund at Unit 2, QE Park, Nelson Mandela Ave.

Magnificent baler technology

      hen it comes to silage 
      making, there are various 
      options available to farmers 
and consumers eg. conventional dry 
bales, silo bags and bunkers, but one 
method produces superior quality with 
the lowest loss, has the longest shelf life 
(3 years) and can be transported direct-
ly off the land. The method I am talking 
about is the wrapped bales made by 
AGRONIC MultiBalers.

Magnificent baler technology, developed 
& produced in Finland & the Netherlands, 
brought to Namibia through HMN (Hyun-
dai Machinery Namibia) in partnership 
with Saxeni Agric of South Africa.

NB: The key to successful silage is 
the efficient elimination of oxygen and 
great compaction which these ma-
chines do exceptionally well.

These machines are extremely versatile 
and any chopped material can be suc-
cessfully baled from maize, soya, lucerne, 
wheat, barley, teff, hay, grass, TMR (total 
mixed ration), alfalfa, pulp, wood chips or 
any other material that might meet your 
requirements!

Feed packed in bales with AGRONIC 
MultiBalers have been scientifically prov-
en to generate a higher yield in milk and 
meat production when compared to feed 
from silos and it maintains its high palat-
ability and doesn’t degrade much due to 
exposure. Of all silage storage methods 
available, the wrapped bales from Agron-
ic machines have the highest measured 

W compaction. We found high yields in lu-
cerne with a protein content of 29%.

Diesel costs are kept low through baling 
whilst cutting/chopping in the field espe-
cially if the PTO (power take off) is con-
nected directly behind the tractor/chop-
per in tandem but can also be done next 
to the chopper. 

The other main advantage of this method 
is the ease and quantity that can be load-
ed and transported between destinations, 
which is handy, especially under the cur-
rent drought conditions. Up to 34 ton can 
be loaded on a Link truck and the feed is 
already wrapped and can easily be sold 
per bale.

The actual feed loss during bale making & 
transport is minimal (less than 4%) whilst 
conventional feed loss during transport 
& storage can be up to 30%. In the past 
one could not easily buy forage, but now 
silage can be made on your farm for you. 

A 10 ha area that normally takes around a 
week to harvest and place in bunkers can 
now be baled and stored within 24 hours.

The worse drought in over 150 years in 
some areas has made silage the logical 
alternative to feeding domestic & game 
animals. What used to cost N$6000/ton 
in Winter can now be delivered at NS500 
to N$1400/ton. A significant saving with 
the added benefit of longer storage life.

We currently have two MultiBaler ma-
chines on the market namely the 820 & 
1220 models, both able to produce up to 
40 bales/hour. The 820 model produces 
a bale weighing 350 - 400kg (depending 
on material), that is 85cm wide with a 85 
- 90cm diameter, whilst the 1220 model 
produces a bale of 750 - 850kg, that is 1m 
wide and a 105 - 120cm diameter.

Both machines are equipped with its own 
hydraulic systems and only needs a PTO 
in front of the machine. For the 820 mod-
el a tractor of 80 - 85 HP horsepower is 
needed, whilst for the 1220 model a trac-
tor/PTO of 100 - 110 HP is required.

Make the intelligent move to silage mak-
ing and visit www.hmn.com.na

Text compiled & written by Gys Gijsbers
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DIE PANNAR WITBASTERVOORDEEL:
■  Wydaangepas en stabiel oor verskeie omgewings en seisoene.

■  Betroubare opbrengsverwagting van seisoen tot seisoen, 
verskans jou risiko.

■  Professionele advies optimaliseer produksie en winsgewendheid.

Ons Witmieliebasters
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DESIGN, MANUFACTURING & RECONDITIONING 
OF ALL TYPES OF HYDRAULIC & PNEUMATIC COMPONENTS, 

CYLINDERS, SUSPENSIONS, AND WHEEL STATIONS OF ALL SIZES.

For any inquiries, please call or email us:

SWAKOPMUND
+264 64 46 3355  |   reception@cthydraulics.com.na
C/O Edison And Einstein Street, Industrial Ext 10

WINDHOEK
+ 264 61 261 327  |   
 Etienne Rosseau Str, Northern Industrial

0

5

25

75

95

100

© Arnold’s Designs, 2020  (Jan-March CT Hydraulics)

Wednesday, 08 January 2020 17:18:17

admin@cthydraulics.com.na


