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EDITORIAL COMMENT

MBN cannot do it alone

 arming community should 
 expedite efforts to increase the 
 country’s livestock and support 
the beef industry’s endeavors expected 
to have more positives towards boosting 
the economy.

With Meat Board of Namibia announcing 
plans to expand its export portions, farm-
ers need to be more than ready to support 
this initiative.

MBN has set eyes on the United Arab 

F
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, Ku-wait, 
Bahrain, Qatar and China, and is already 
persuading different stakeholders to prop 
up its campaign for the proposed export 
expansion. 

Yes, MBN could have done their home-
work before embarking on this assign-
ment but issues of demand and supply 
are sometimes unpredictable. In the event 
that the new markets respond resound-
ingly well, our farmers need to also posi-
tively respond. 

Increasing the national herd has many 
benefits beyond just earning more foreign 
income for the nation through exports, 
but we could be talking more employment 
in various areas that support cattle rearing 
activities.

As MBN embarks on trade missions to 
the proposed markets, let them tag along 
farmers, it is best to have producers on 
these trade visits, so they have fully ap-
preciation of what the customer wants. 
We are not taking away anything from 
MBN lets give first option to the farmers – 
basically the relationship between famers 
and the board needs to be seamless.

The synergies between farmers and MBN 
are the most critical stage, let’s close all 
relationship gaps that exist.

Though eyes have been set on the lucra-
tive export market it is sad to note that 
two local abattoirs in the northern part 
of the country are not getting enough 
throughput.

Somewhere in this edition we also carry 
a story on Eenhana and Outapi having 
closed doors after years of limited or no 
slaughtering taking place due to farmers’ 
inability to supply livestock.

With such developments already hap-
pening let the same not happen once the 
country secure certain exports markets it 
will not only taint the integrity of MBN but 
also possible close opportunities for other 
industries, as we will have failed to meet 
exports quotas, remember the business 
world runs on sustainability.

Remember to send us questions, com-
ments and inquiries.

Enjoy the read!
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the-skin technology that makes tough possible.
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We can also produce our own food 
- Nekongo

Owners of Uundenge Agri Farm - La-
ban Kandume and Ephraim Nekongo 
have challenged the nation to take up 
farming activities and reduce over re-
liance on imports.

“We cannot keep importing vegeta-
bles from other countries. Imagine 
importing spinach or tomato from 
Cape Town while we have our land 
and soil where we can also produce 
our own food,” complained Nekongo,
Nekongo believes the agricultural 
sector is deserted, as many farmers 
lack the necessary information to en-
able them to progress. 

“They don’t know what the market 
wants or where to get funding for 
their projects, some also don’t know 
what the best management practice 
is,” said Nekongo, further urging the 
government to confront the challeng-
es these farmers face.

Ongombo West now a white ele-
phant 

Ongombo West Farm is now a white 
elephant, as farmers struggle to main-
tain the property and put it to good 
use. Government expropriated the 
farm in 2004 following a dispute be-
tween the farm owners and workers 
and gave resettled families access to 
4 000 hectares of land, of which the 
majority is today lying idle.

In its heyday, the farm situated 30km 
northeast of Windhoek, exported 
flowers to the lucrative European 
market.

More rains received, this year

Strong rainfall this year has been a 
boon to farmers, as nearly half of the 
country’s people depend on subsis-
tence farming. According data col-
lected by researchers, the extra rain 
has filled many reservoirs behind the 
country’s dams, and the country’s 
neighbours are also celebrating the 
rains.

“It has been a good year for sure, even 

across into Botswana and South Afri-
ca,” said Frank Eckardt, a researcher 
at the University of Cape Town.

“We had similar good rains in 2000 
and 2011. There is a peridocity to 
it, which is essential for replenishing 
surface and groundwater storage. 
“It will also provide much grazing for 
life-stock and, later, biomass for burn-
ing. By April the rains will be gone.” 

Women eye small scale farming

Gardening has positively impacted 
underprivileged women and are now 
food-secure and is able to cater for 
her children’s needs at home and 
school. 

The development comes as the crip-
pling drought is decimating livestock 
in the Kunene region and has inspired 
women living on the outskirts of Opu-
wo to venture into small-scale crop 
farming for both their own consump-
tion and to sell their produce to the 
community. Hambeleleni Hango (42) 
who lives a few kilometres from Opu-
wo is one of those small-scale farm-
ers whose gardens are flourishing 
amidst water challenges. 

She started off small as she wanted 
to sharpen her skills and see whether 
her crops would survive the weather. 
Hango now grows maize, toma-
toes, cabbage, onions, and spinach 
amongst several other crops, but she 
plans to extend her garden even fur-
ther.

Subsidies still in place

Government, through the ministry of 

NEWS BRIEFS

agriculture still has subsidies in place, 
aimed at enabling crop farmers in the 
communal crop-producing areas to 
afford agricultural inputs and ser-
vices, thereby increasing food pro-
duction. 

The subsidies include the seed and 
fertilisers, tillage (ploughing, disking, 
ripping) services, weeding services 
subsidy and government tractor ser-
vices. 

According to authorities, the seed 
and fertilisers subsidies were intro-
duced in the communal crop-produc-
ing regions, which allows farmers to 
buy seeds and fertiliser at 50 percent 
subsidy for seeds and 60 percent for 
fertilisers, limited to a maximum of 
five hectares per farming household. 
For the government tractor services 
subsidy, farmers are also required to 
register for these services and pay an 
amount of N$500 per hectare for a 
combination of planting and fertilising 
or ripping and planting.

FMD outbreak detected

Another outbreak of highly conta-
gious foot and mouth disease (FMD) 
has hit the country. The development 
comes after the detection of infected 
cattle in the northern regions of Os-
hana and Ohangwena.

Meanwhile, the country’s chief veteri-
nary officer Albertina Musilika-Shilon-
go said the neighbouring regions of 
Oshikoto, Omusati and Kunene north 
have been declared disease manage-
ment areas in attempts to stop the 
further spread of the outbreak.
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   eat Board of Namibia’s 
   (MBN) has hatched a plan to 
   broaden its market access and 
increase agriculture export earnings. The 
strategy is expected to be supported 
through heightening meat exports to Chi-
na and the Middle East.

Desmond Cloete, MBN Chief Marketing 
Officer said the move comes after the 
Board engaged the services of North-
West University in South Africa to conduct 
a desktop market survey targeting China 
and the Middle East with the view of in-
creasing red meat with special focus on 
beef, mutton and lamb exports to those 
destinations.

M

MBN set to increase red meat exports 
The survey, which focused on the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, Bahrain, Qatar and China, showed 
that those markets are lucrative and will 
go a long way in allowing Namibia to with-
stand market competition from other Afri-
can producers, according to Cloete.

“The next step would be to select a clear 
market entry approach and the study pro-
posed the following strategies including 
exporting under a private label/brand:

This can either be under a local brand 
name of an importer or supermarket in 
the importing country or under a brand 
established in the exporting country and 
building the product in the targeted mar-

ket,” he said. Cloete said MBN also has 
plans to organize trade missions that can 
visit China and the Middle East working 
together with the Ministry of Industrial-
ization, Trade and SME Development and 
foreign missions in the region to create 
the needed synergies for more red meat 
product exports in those markets.

MBN wants the country to participate at 
trade shows such as Gulfood in Dubai, 
Sial in Abu Dhabi, Foodex Saudi in Jed-
dah, Kuwait International Agro Food Expo 
and Sial China in Shanghai to position the 
country’s as a first option in those mar-
kets. 

P I V O T
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NEWS

 armers’ hope has been restored after reasonable rain
  fell across most of the country’s crop-rich regions, 
 altering outlook for the 2020/21 crop season.

According to Agribank the rain is expected to increase crop pro-
duction and restore the storage capacity of dams used for agri-
cultural purposes.

“With better rainfall this planting season, the crop sub-sector 
could surprise to the upside, whilst hope for improved grazing 
conditions is restored. 

“To this end, we expect moderate growth in the agriculture sec-
tor,” Indeleni Nanghonga, Agribank’s Senior Research and Prod-
uct Development Officer.

Nanghonga said the demand for agri-commodities remains 
strong in 2021, citing that supply disruptions caused by weather 
conditions could result in even higher food prices.

Furthermore, she said that crop pests and diseases, however, 
remain key risks to the crop sector.

Meanwhile Nanghonga said livestock farmers can take advan-

F

Crop production to increase
…as reasonable rains fell across the country

tage of the current high livestock prices to improve profitability, 
whilst carefully balancing the opportunity with the need to grow 
future herds.

In addition, she said the local economy is likely to witness pock-
ets of growth in certain industries such as mining, agriculture, 
and manufacturing. 

However, the consumer environment coupled with the hospitali-
ty industry could remain strained over the medium term.
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 oung commercial farmer Elize 
 Eliphas has challenged her peers 
 to desist from negative engage-
ments and utilise time to wisely engage 
on constructive farming dialogue.

“My message to my fellow youth is that 
let’s stop wasting our valuable time in 
unconstructive things such as drinking, 
complaining and gossiping. All these 
things will take us nowhere in life,” said 
Eliphas.

Ploughing her way to success in the 
Maltahöhe district near Mariental in the 
Hardap area, and an Agribank mentee 
and post settlement loan recipient, Eli-
phas began her farming career at 14, 
helping her parents on their homestead 
and assisting her sister, who was a small-
scale farmer in the Kavango-East area.

After completing her grade 12 with flying 
colours, she was advised to pursue medi-
cine as a career, an idea she rejected and 
instead opted to enrol for an agricultural 
course at the Namibia University of Sci-
ence and Technology. 

“People look at agriculture as a field for 
the poor academic performers and when 

Y

Engage on constructive farming dialogue - 
Eliphas

I decided to study agriculture, many peo-
ple wanted me to do medicine which was 
not my preference. My passion is agricul-
ture. All I knew in my life was agriculture 
and my first two years of study was paid 
with money from farming,” she narrated. 

Though Eliphas remained unemployed for 
six years after graduating, it was during 
this time that she came across a newspa-
per advertisement for farm resettlements. 

She applied and was resettled in 2015. 
And towards the end of the same year, 
she also received a post settlement loan 
from Agribank to buy livestock, improve 
and maintain her resettled production 
unit. 

After two years of trial and error in farm-
ing, Eliphas approached the bank again 
to request for mentorship services. In July 
2017, she was enrolled on Agribank’s 
mentorship programme and attached to 
Johannes Motinga in the Hardap region.

 “I really appreciate Agribank’s free men-
torship programme. My mentor really 
opened my eyes to treat farming as busi-
ness. He taught me different aspects of 
farming at a commercial level, ranging 

from record keeping, vaccinating pro-
gramme, production plan, marketing, 
animal hygiene and farm diversification 
amongst others,” she explained. 

One of the biggest challenges she faced 
as a farmer, was the 2019 drought and the 
outbreak of the Orf disease in her goats 
last year that resulted in more loses at her 
farm. 

Currently, Eliphas’ farm boast of livestock 
- cattle, goats, sheep and poultry, as well 
as growing some crops. With three em-
ployees, the farm has also accommodat-
ed three agriculture students from NUST 
on a six-month job attachment contract. 

“In the next five years, I picture myself 
as a successful commercial farmer from 
the resettled unit, and I want to be exem-
plary to other resettled farmers, who get 
resettled and become a burden to gov-
ernment by turning their farms into white 
elephants,” she shared. 

Eliphas further advised young Namibians 
who harbour ideas of farming to start 
small and seek for support from role play-
ers in the sector such as Agribank. 
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 nticipated bumper harvest in Kavango East and West 
 has been threatened by swarms of migratory locusts 
 wreaking havoc on the region’s fields, killing crops and 
other plants.

Paulus Mbangu, Rundu Rural Constituency Councillor recent-
ly reported that the locusts that began in Mukwe Constituency 
have spread to other constituencies, with some migrating to oth-
er regions.

“All constituencies in the region are now infested with locusts. 
They are destroying our crops and diminishing the last hope of a 
good harvest which has already been affected by rain. We need 
urgent help. This could be a catastrophe if not addressed urgent-
ly,” Mbangu said.

Percy Misika, the Executive Director in the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Water and Land Reform has also confirmed the locust in-

A

Locust infestation threatens crop-
producing regions

vasion, after Divundu recorded some invasions. Misika however 
was not aware of the recent invasion of some villages with some 
locust swarms being spotted in the Rundu Urban area.

Misika said the locusts spotted at Divundu were migrating from 
Angola ‘to feed on fields in the area and they fly back’. He said 
the ministry has since sent a team of experts to assess the situ-
ation and start spraying pesticides in the affected areas.

The recent locust invasion in the Kavango regions followed a 
similar outbreak of the African migratory red locust which at-
tacked fields in the Zambezi region from August last year, de-
stroying more than 5 000 hectares of green fields.

The Zambezi region was the first part of the country to experi-
ence an outbreak of locusts in 2020 which later affected farmers 
in nine of the ten crop producing regions.
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AFRIMAT FOR THE FARMER

 he importance of the agricultural
 ector’s contribution to the 
 economy by way of linking the 
produce of farmers to formal markets in 
the country and beyond our borders, as 
well as contributing to employment, can-
not be over-emphasised. 

At Afrimat, we are proud to support farm-
ing communities across Namibia through 
the supply of quality lime for both ara-
ble (crops) and pastoral (raising animals) 
farming. 

Due to our geographical position close to 
the Namibian border strategic local part-
nerships, we can distribute our lime prod-
ucts to even the most remote of areas. 

Through our Cape Lime operation situat-
ed in the Northern Cape, we supply nat-
ural Dolomitic- and Calcitic Agricultural 
Lime. 

We assist our customers with tailor-made 
solutions, which ranges from supplying 
one truck load (33mt) to large bulk orders. 
Smaller quantities can be arranged for 
collections and deliveries.

Furthermore, we supply Building Lime, 
Feed Lime and Animal Hygiene Lime into 
numerous markets from our other Cape 
Lime operation. 

T Watch our informational video: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHk5sn-
vX31Y&feature=youtu.be

Compared with fertilisers, applying 
organic, chemical free and naturally 
quarried agricultural lime to soil has 
many long-term benefits, which in-
cludes: 

• Acting as a soil enhancer by 
   increasing microbial activity and 
   improving soil structure,
• Enhancing plant nutritional update,
• Reducing acidity by increasing pH 
   levels,
• Being a source of both Calcium, which 
   is essential for the development of 
   healthy plant growth, and Magnesium, 
   which plays a vital role in the 
   photosynthesis cycle,
• Improving soil structure, which 
   enhances water drainage in heavy clay 
   soils, and
• Helping to combat club root disease in
   cabbage and brassicas.

Liming of soil therefore reduces the need 
for applying costly chemicals to soils, and 
by doing so, farmers can take an environ-
mentally friendly approach where healthy 
soils produces healthy crops.

Therefore, adding agricultural lime to 

soil, makes an immense difference to the 
productive potential of arable farming, in 
both real -and economic terms. 

To ensure the best possible results are 
yielded, it is imperative that machinery 
suitable for arable farming is used to en-
sure an even and accurate spread within 
the soil, while causing as little disruption 
to the soil structure as possible. 

Consistency in terms of maintaining a pH 
level as near to 7.0 on arable, and 6.5 for 
permanent grassland, is key to ensuring 
maximum uptake. By monitoring the pH 
levels, farmers will be able to determine 
the regularity with which they need to lime 
their soil. 

Neglecting to consistently apply lime 
to soil, an increase in acidity may:

• Decreases the availability of 
   phosphorus, which is an essential 
   nutrient required for plant growth,
• Impede the efficient uptake and use of 
   both water and fertiliser,
• Render applied herbicides insufficient,
   and
• Suppresses the effectivity of 
   microorganisms in the soil.

While Afrimat supplies the arable farm-
ing sector with agricultural lime in large 
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Elgar Watts
elgar.watts@afrimat.co.za
082 771 9639 | Afrimat Cape Lime

Boshoff Muller 
boshoff.muller@afrimat.co.za
082 452 1283 | Afrimat Cape Lime

 Soil enhancer
 Enhances plant nutrition uptake
 Reduces acidity through increased pH levels
 Source of calcium and magnesium
 Improves drainage in heavy clay soils

 Dolomitic/calcitic
  Helps combat club root disease in cabbage

and brassicas
 Easy to use
 Used in all types of soils

Increase your yields through reduced soil acidity and improved pH levels
Benefits of using agricultural lime

AGRICULTURAL LIME
Afrimat for the Farmer

quantities, we also supply BioLim Animal 
Hygiene Lime – white hydrated lime spe-
cifically made for animal hygiene control 
– and Feed Lime in smaller packaged 
quantities (25kg) for pastoral farmers via 
our Cape Lime operations. 

Compromising on quality – be it product 
or service – is never an option for us, and 
consistently delivering the best possible 
solutions for our customers, remains our 
top priority.  

Afrimat believes in supporting sustain-
ability and responsible practices, and 
by supplying natural, chemical free lime 

products to the farming industries across 
South Africa, we also support the delivery 
of quality produce.  
 
CONTACT

Boshoff Muller
boshoff.muller@afrimat.co.za
082 452 1283 (Sales Manager - Cape 
Lime)

Elgar Watts
elgar.watts@afrimat.co.za
082 771 9639 (Cape Lime Sales 
Consultant)
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 osing making abattoirs - 
 Eenhana and Outapi have closed 
 doors after years of limited or no 
slaughtering taking place due to farmers’ 
inability to supply livestock.

Namibia Northern Abattoirs chairperson 
Ben Shikongo told Namibia National Lib-
eration Veterans Association (NNLVA), the 
operators of the abbaitors at a sharehold-
ers meeting in the Okatana constituency.

“Outapi and Eenhana abattoirs have 
closed down. The two abattoirs have not 
produced anything ... In 2019 there was 
drought, hence the farmers could not 
supply the abattoirs with livestock. Cur-
rently we only have one farmer, African 
Meat Supplies, who supplies the Outapi 
abattoir with animals for slaughter. He is 
only able to slaughter close to 30 or 40 
head of cattle per month,” said Shikongo 
citing that the farmer is paying N$1 150 

L

Northern abattoirs now white elephants

per cattle head, though the abattoir has 
close to N$50 000 per month electricity 
bill.

“We have workers to pay and other utility 
bills, but we cannot afford any of this at 
the moment. ... the water and electricity 
supply at the two abattoirs have been 
disconnected, and we are using a backup 
generator when conducting slaughters,” 
said Shikongo who also doubles as NNL-
VA President

Shikongo further highlighted the NNLVA 
owes the northern electricity distributor 
(NoRED) about N$400 000 for the Eenha-
na abattoir.

“The Association is unfortunately unable 
to settle its debts, because the abattoirs 
are not generating any income. The mon-
ey that we get from that one farmer is not 
able to sustain the operations of the As-

sociation. We have security companies 
and other service providers we owe a lot 
of money, but we cannot pay them, be-
cause we do not have money,” he said.

NNLVA is operating the Outapi and Een-
hana abattoirs under the Beef Chain De-
velopment for the Northern Communal 
Areas (NCAs) project after the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform 
handed the Outapi and Eenhana abattoirs 
to the Association. Namibia Development 
Corporation (NDC) was in charge of the 
Outapi abattoir before it was upgraded by 
the agriculture ministry at a cost of N$25 
million and Eenhana abattoir was also 
renovated for N$25 million before it was 
handed over to the NNLVA in 2019.

The Association is currently renting the 
abattoirs from the ministry for a period of 
10 years, which commenced in 2019. 
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 rivate company Stampriet’s 
 project - Roots expects to grow 
 35 percent of the country’s fresh 
fruit and vegetables by 2025, ending 
heavy reliance on South Africa for fresh 
fruits.

Established seven years ago after proper-
ty outfit Jahenmar Trading Enterprises de-
cided to diversify into agriculture, Roots 
harbours ambitions to create a food se-
cure country and promote skills transfer 
in agriculture.

“We chose the name Roots to symbolise 
the first of 14 agricultural towns we want 
to establish in Namibia, and to strengthen 
our motto of ‘we need to produce what 
we eat, and must eat what we produce’,” 
said Salomon Kalondo, Roots partner.

The project involves an agricultural village 
that creates opportunities for farmers to 
purchase land and be part of a small-
scale co-operative.

According to the Namibia Statistics Agen-
cy, the import value of fruit is N$31 million 

P

Stampriet project to end fresh fruits reliance on 
SA 

per month on average, meaning Roots 
could cut this cost by N$10, 85 million.

“With Namibia’s monthly fruit import bill 
averaging N$31 million, we believe we 
can start producing fruit locally, create 
employment opportunities, and stimulate 
our economy in the process. So, this proj-
ect was started to make a difference in 
Namibia,” Kalondo said.

Currently Roots has a workforce of 250 
employees, which is expected to grow to 
350 by the end of the year, as the proj-
ect’s produce has already made it onto 
the local market, which includes a variety 
of fruits, vegetables, eggs and free-range 
chickens.

In addition, Roots recently presented its 
first harvest of 30 tonnes of apples, be-
coming Namibia’s first commercial apple 
orchard. The apples obtained access to 
the local market and Roots is working on 
a trademark for their products.

Kalondo says while the project plans to 
enter export markets, no such markets 

exist yet, because the project’s current 
priority is to replace importers.

“There is an official plan that within the 
next five years Roots will be in full pro-
duction, with 800 employees, and the 
second and third agri-towns should be 50 
percent to 75 percent completed accord-
ing to plan,” Kalondo said.

Commenting on Roots’ potential, earlier 
this year, Willien Meiring of Roots said Na-
mibia’s biggest foreign currency earner, 
tourism, is the most adversely affected by 
COVID-19, and Roots believes agriculture 
could replace tourism as a foreign curren-
cy earner.

Adding his sentiments, Agribank Chief 
Executive Officer, Sakaria Nghikembua 
said the nation cannot keep depending 
on South Africa for its supply of fruits 
and vegetables indefinitely. He said in-
vesting in local production is not only to 
ensure the country has local produce, but 
also about creating jobs and growing the 
economy.

NEWS
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SPECIALISTS SERVICES

environmentally
responsible

safe thermal treatment 
of hazardous and toxic waste

28 Keramiek Street | Clayville | Olifantsfontein | 1665

 t +27 (11)316 1800 | f +27 11 316 4999 | e info@athermal.co.za

www.athermal.co.za

Chemicals Division 
The A-Thermal chemical division is able to treat 
the following hazardous waste through 
thermal destruction:

   laboratory waste chemicals pesticides
  expired pure organo-chloride and organo-
sulphide waste

  permanent destruction of persistent organic 
Pollutants (POPs)

  cyanide waste
  decontamination of containers 
used in the chemical and 
pesticides industry

  sludges and wastewater/liquids contaminated 
with organo-chlorides

  heavymetal contaminated waste such as 
mercury waste

Pharmaceutical Division
The A-Thermal pharmaceutical division 
specialises in permanent, secure destruction 
of pharmaceuticals. Waste treated includes:

  fi nished pharmaceutical products (expired 
and discontinued)

  intermediate products raw materials
  quality assurance retention samples natural, 
homeopathic or complimentary medicine

 clinical trials
  laboratories in pharmaceutical industries
 medical devices
 cosmetic industries
  schedule 5 – 6 drugs (overseen by 
full-time on-site pharmacist)

CONNECT NOW
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CORPORATE NEWS

 elta Drone International has collaborated with Syngenta 
 to provide agriculture data via drones in Zambia. 
 According to the company’s recent communiqué, Delta 
Drone’s subsidiary Rocketfarm will work closely with Syngenta 
to battle the unique weather systems and challenges on the local 
market.

“Building on our established partnership with Syngenta by ex-
panding into Zambia demonstrates how versatile our drone-as-
a-service model is and how different applications can be utilized 
to solve a diverse range of challenges businesses may face,” 
said Christopher Clark, Delta International Chief Executive Of-
ficer.

Clark said the partnership will allow Syngenta efficiently analyze 
data but also reduce the interaction of people on the ground in 
viewing activities at key field trial milestones – thereby ensuring 

D

Delta Drone, Syngenta collaborate

work practices meet current safe-distancing protocols.

Though the two companies have been working together for a 
few years in South Africa, but this will be the first time the two 
will expand their operations together.

The new partnership should allow farmers to understand better 
what is happening to their crops through easy-to-understand 
and manageable data.

Delta Drone International also recently partnered with the Uni-
versity of Pretoria to deliver South Africa’s first specialized drone 
pilot course. 

Delta Drone International is the result of a merger between Del-
ta Drone South Africa and Australian drone parachute company 
ParaZero. 

 FRIQOM and Africa Fertilizer
 and Agribusiness Partnership
 (AFAP) have joined forces to de-
velop a novel market-leading Africa Fertil-
izer Analytics Service, an annual service 
with underlying data set and market in-
telligence on Africa fertilizer markets. The 
partnership combines AFAP’s agro-dealer 
and market development expertise in the 
continent with AFRIQOM’s leadership in 
Africa’s fertilizer markets knowledge.

According to partners, the new annu-
al service will support AFAP’s and AF-
RIQOM’s ambition for a greener Africa by 
shining focused beams on individual mar-
kets with unmatched data sets.

With over 50 percent of the world’s un-
used fertile land, an abundant workforce, 
and a modest 10 to 20kg/hectare of fertil-
izer nutrient application – compared to 10 
times greater rates in other continents, Af-

A

New Africa fertilizer analytics service 
developed

rica’s potential to feed itself and the world 
is unquestionable.

The road ahead, however, is long and 
filled with hurdles. This partnership aims 
to provide a valuable tool to support the 
public and private sectors in achieving Af-
rica’s potential.

AFAP aims to be an effective catalyst for 
agricultural productivity with smallholder 
farmers, governments, regional economic 
communities, and SME’s for a prosperous 
Africa. The mission of AFAP is to increase 
productivity and efficiency in value chain 
investments in the agricultural input and 
output market via innovation-driven solu-
tions for smallholder farmers, public, and 
private.

AFRIQOM brought transparency to a sub-
stantially opaque market and shunned 
the light on the African fertilizer supply 

chain in different markets highlighting the 
true challenges in this ecosystem.  The 
company continues to develop novel 
approaches in the business intelligence 
sector with footprints in the continent to 
report on credible information, in-depth 
analysis, and market movements.

AFAP has an extensive network of whole-
sale and retail agro-dealers in Africa and 
provides technical services with da-
ta-driven fertilizer market intelligence to 
inform, advise and influence public and 
private decision-makers to improve finan-
cial services, policy design, and imple-
mentation.

The services produce outputs in different 
country settings that result in outcomes 
that ultimately contribute to increased ag-
ricultural productivity, profitability, income 
growth, and agricultural transformation.
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 he African Development Bank 
 (AfDB) has signed protocols 
 to disburse a $14 million grant 
to South Sudan to boost agricultural mar-
kets in a project to be implemented by the 
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO).

The five-year project dubbed Agricul-
tural Markets, Value Addition and Trade 
Development (AMVAT) will help increase 
the productivity and incomes of almost 
20,000 farming families in Central and 
Eastern Equatoria and Jonglei states, 
most of whom are formerly internally dis-
placed persons who have now returned 
to their homes.

According to AfDB the project will create 
aggregation business opportunities for 
farmers and traders, including women 
and youth, and provide them with new 
skills and the agro-processing equipment 
they need to produce competitive prod-
ucts. 

T

$14 million grant to boost agricultural 
markets in South Sudan

Twenty aggregation business centers will 
serve as ‘one-stop shops’ where farm-
ers can access extension services and 
connect to markets for their value-added 
products. Farmer groups joining the ag-
gregation centers will have their products 
not only tested and quality certified, but 
also traded with the private sector on their 
behalf.

“A diversified economy away from oil and 
long-term growth depends on promoting 
agribusiness development,” said Athian 
Ding Athian, South Sudan’s Minister of 
Finance and Planning at the signing cer-
emony, thanking the African Development 
Bank for its growing assistance. 

“With the support from our partners, we 
are building an improved marketing and 
trade environment for agribusinesses, in-
creasing people’s incomes and creating 
new jobs, particularly for the youth.”

South Sudan has considerable unreal-

ized agricultural potential, but the effects 
of continued violence combined with 
unprecedented flooding have seriously 
damaged food production, resulting in a 
huge food import bill.

“Thanks to this generous contribution 
from the African Development Bank, 
farmers will move faster from subsistence 
to commercial agriculture by having ac-
cess to new technologies, markets and 
linkages with other services and actors,” 
said Meshack Malo, FAO representative 
in South Sudan.

Despite the country’s agricultural poten-
tial and 78 percent of the population em-
ployed in agriculture, the sector contrib-
utes only one-tenth of the GDP of South 
Sudan. Agricultural and food products 
struggle to find their way into internation-
al markets due partly to the lack of ade-
quate food quality controls.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

www.agribank.com.na

agribank

agribank Midland (Windhoek)     

(061) 207 4202  

midland@agribank.com.na

Otjiwarongo 

   (067) 304 596  

otjeroku@agribank.com.na

Oshakati     

(065) 221 358  

oshakati@agribank.com.na

Rundu     

(066) 255 645  

kavango@agribank.com.na

Gobabis     

(062) 577 800/1  

gobabis@agribank.com.na

Windhoek Head Office 

(061) 207 4111   

info@agribank.com.na

Katima Mulilo    

(066) 252 060  

katima@agribank.com.na

Mariental     

(063) 242 818  

southern@agribank.com.na

COVID-19 RELIEF 
INTERVENTIONS

AGRIBANK

The measures are;

• Payment holiday for existing clients affected by COVID-19 on a case by case 

basis;

• New loans for stimulus production;

• Interest rate cuts;

• Other relief measures are;  ITC de-listing, restructuring, suspension of legal 

actions which can be accessed on meeting minimal conditions.

For more details, kindly visit our website at www.agribank.com.na or contact any 

Agribank office countrywide. For on the go updates, like our Facebook page or 

follow our Twitter handle.

Agribank – Your All Season Bank
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Accelerate the Adoption of Solar Refrigeration 
in Namibia
    nnovative energy efficient off-grid 
    refrigeration solutions are becoming 
    increasingly popular because they 
can increase food security, reduce food 
wastage and mitigate CO2 emissions as 
well as generate possible economic ben-
efits for rural communities. 

Even when milk, meat and vegetables are 
plentiful, communal farmers rarely have 
access to cooling appliances and are left 
outside of the cold chain. Improved ac-
cess to energy-efficient, off-grid appropri-
ate refrigeration can immediately and sig-
nificantly improve the lives and livelihoods 
of our communal and emerging farmers.

 In addition to access to fresh food, refrig-
eration  extends the viability of life-saving 
medicines and vaccines.

The technical score is that the size of a 
solar panel required to power a best in-
class off-grid refrigerator is nine times 
smaller than what is required to power a 
conventional refrigerator. Regarding ener-
gy consumption, every refrigerator takes 
a surge of energy to start up.  This is the 
same with solar refrigeration, but the dif-
ference is that the start-up wattage of a 
DC appliance is significantly lower than 
that of an AC one.

Energy storage remains a challenge 
both in cost and capacity, but alternative 
groundbreaking technologies are already 
on the Namibian market. It is possible to 
have a 12V DC refrigerator powered with-
out batteries, using 50-80W PV modules 
as a source of energy plus the ice stor-
age technology of the appliance, to get 
+ 4°C..+12°C cooling temperature range 
at ambient temperatures ranging +16°C - 
+40°C. 

In conclusion, the importance of taking 
care of our environment should not come 
short, hence the shift to CO2 mitigating 
refrigerants for these appliances.  

Moira Alberts, Managing Director & 
Co-Founder of Taatisolar. 

I
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

   oat-rearing has become an 
   alternative route to a better 
  livelihood and economic re-
silience, as climate crisis is making it 
increasingly difficult to earn a living for 
most women.

Women in the village of Kanakanatapa in 
Chongwe District now have more eco-
nomic independence as a result of diver-
sifying their farming activities.

As extreme weather hit more frequently 
Sylvia Chiinda’s farm became less pro-
ductive, forcing her to look for other ways 
to make money. In addition, her husband 
died and she was left to raise seven chil-
dren on her own. 

Now help has came in the form of UN-
backed project which is supporting vul-
nerable women like Chiinda, by training 
them in goat-rearing and providing them 
with a stable income, as demand for 
Zambian goats grows. 

Chiinda is among more than 8,000 ben-
eficiaries – mostly women – who were 
trained in goat rearing and animal hus-
bandry practices through the far-reach-
ing and innovative project. Women were 
provided with tools and training to pre-
vent diseases, build sheds and breeding 
management. To kick off the intervention, 
each beneficiary received five goats. 

A year later, Chiinda now has had a to-
tal of 30 goats, including additional goats 
she bought using proceeds from the sale 
of goat manure. To multiply the impacts 
of the project and build a steady income 
stream, Chiinda sold 10 of her goats and 
five goat offspring were passed on to help 
other women. This tiered, multiplier-effect 
approach capitalizes on initial handouts 
while promoting solidarity, equity and 
sustainability within communities. As a 
result, it is helping to raise income levels 
across the 16 districts in Zambia where 
the project works.

The 5,000 Kwacha Sylvia made from the 
sale of the 10 goats was spent on es-
sential items for her children, including 
school-related fees and fertilisers.

“I’m now planning to invest in more goats 
and save enough money to buy my own 
land,” says a beaming Sylvia as she di-
rects her remaining goats into a field for 

G 

Zambian goats demand help women farmers 
diversify

grazing. This life changing moment did 
not just stop with Chiinda’s family. Mpeza 
Phiri, 49, a single mother of six living in 
the Luamba Agriculture Camp in eastern 
Zambia, says because of this initiative, 
her family now has a steady and stable 
income for the first time in their lives. As a 
result, the family now owns 10 goats and 
counting. Now when crisis hits, farmers 
like Phiri and Chiinda have greater sav-
ings and equity. And equity means resil-
ience. 

Charity Lungu, a mother of four who lives 
in the same agriculture camp as Mpeza, 
has been able to support her family of 
10 after selling some goats. Before then, 
Charity said her children would go to 
school hungry. Income from the goats has 
allowed her to afford uniforms and books 
for her children.

“They are now able to focus on school, 
not on hunger,” says Lungu, as she tends 

to the bleating goats in her backyard.

“I am not worried any more about my 
children going hungry or falling ill. I can 
always sell a goat if we have needs,” says 
Anna Mumba, 48, of Sipopa Village in Lu-
angwa District. The people of the village 
have suffered from recurring drought and 
dismal harvests in recent years.

“The SCRALA project provides small-
scale farmers with goats to give them an 
alternative source of income in case their 
crops fail,” says Parick Muchimba, the 
acting project manager.

Goat farming in Zambia is set to grow in 
importance with huge demand from Sau-
di Arabia, which now wants to import as 
many as 1 million Zambian goats a year. 

Zambia only has approximately 4 million 
goats being reared largely by small-scale 
operators – not nearly enough to meet the 
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new demand, according to a senior live-
stock officer. 

Back in the capital, Lusaka, goats sell for 
between $25 and $30 depending on the 
size and breed. Many of the women are 
looking to expand their herds to take ad-
vantage of a potential surge in demand 
for Zambian goats. 

Chiinda, Phiri, Lunga and thousands of 
other women beneficiaries were with-
out a doubt among the most vulnera-
ble members of their communities. But 
with just a few goats – and the training 
and tools to keep their businesses grow-
ing – they are now well on their way to 
financial independence. As it accelerates 
its activities, the GCF-funded project will 
indirectly support approximately 3 million 
small-scale farmers in Zambia in building 
climate resilient lives. 

Women supported through the goat-herd-
ing initiative say they have benefited by 
gaining a stable income stream, and a 
new sense of independence and respect 
within their villages. 

“Climate change is one of the major fac-
tors and challenges contributing to low 
productivity of farmers, especially at 
small scale level. As government, we are 

therefore pleased that our partnership 
with UNDP and GCF, under the SCRALA 
project, is supporting farmers, especial-
ly women, with opportunities and sus-
tainable lifelong solutions to help boost 
productivity and adaptation to climate 
change effects,” says the Ministry of Agri-
culture Permanent Secretary, Songowayo 
Zyambo.

Seblewongel Negussie, the Green Climate 
Fund’s Gender and Social Specialist, said 
this project shows the importance of gen-
der mainstreaming in project design and 
implementation.

“It does this by strengthening the cli-
mate-resilient value chains for smallhold-
er farming, which opens up new and rele-
vant economic opportunities - as well as 
social benefits - for Zambian women. This 
aligns with GCF’s emphasis on inclusive 
climate action, so that all our US$7.3 bil-
lion of projects committed so far to devel-
oping countries promote gender equality 
and women’s empowerment,” says Se-
blewongel Negussie.

“With the extra income from goat rear-
ing, more than 8,000 beneficiaries, half of 
whom are women, will be able to pay for 
school expenses, improve their diets and 
afford medical costs for their families - 
giving them power over their lives and the 
means to lift themselves out of extreme 
poverty,” says Lionel Laurens, the UNDP 
Resident Representative in Zambia.

It’s an important step in realizing Zambia’s 
Nationally Determined Contribution to the 
Paris Agreement, and accelerating prog-
ress to end hunger and poverty by 2030 
as outlined in the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

Not only do the women sell goats to put 
food on their table, but they are also able 
to use the goat manure as a natural and 
effective fertiliser in their gardens. This is 
allowing them to grow vitamin-rich veg-
etables in abundance, provide their chil-
dren with healthier meals and valuable 
sources of protein from the goat meat 
and milk, and improve climate-resilience, 
nature-friendly farming practices.
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

 he Livestock Producers’ 
 Organisation (LPO) has noted
 with empathy and understand-
ing the concern of the United States Cat-
tlemen’s Association about a possible 
foot-and-mouth disease contamination 
from Africa, specifically from Namibia.

Namibia has a disease-free, highly regu-
lated and individually traceable livestock 
system. For approximately 60 years, the 
country has managed to be foot-and-
mouth-free due to the effective and strin-
gent procedures put in place. This is an 
achievement of which Namibia is proud. 

The Livestock Producers’ Organisation 
can however relate to the concerns of 
the United States Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion, because a possible foot-and-mouth 
outbreak south of the Veterinary Cordon 
Fence will spell disaster for the Namibian 
red meat industry.

Namibia has a small beef production ca-

T 

LPO says Namibia is FMD free By THINUS 
PRETORIUS*

pacity that contributes but 0.5 percent 
to the world market. It contributes about 
four percent of the GDP of Namibia. It 
may sound insignificant, but 72 percent of 
the population is dependent on farming, 
whilst livestock production is the main-
stay of the rural economy.

Although there are challenges in maintain-
ing Namibia’s animal health status, these 
challenge have been dealt with success-
fully over the past 60 years. The industry 
together with the relevant authorities will 
continue to deal with it successfully in the 
future – contrary to what has been pub-
lished in the media recently.

Namibia is the only country in Africa that 
is accredited to export meat from its foot 
and mouth-free zone to basically the 
whole world. Losing its export market 
will result in livestock farmers losing their 
livelihood. The foot and mouth disease is 
perhaps a greater threat to the Namibian 
producer and the economy as a whole, 

than it is to the US industry. Livestock pro-
ducers in this country will do everything in 
their power to uphold the free status.

Various protocols are put in place by the 
competent authority to eliminate the risk 
of contamination, including inoculation 
north of the Veterinary Cordon Fence, 
a surveillance area within then foot and 
mouth-free zone with strict movement 
control, and strict procedures by export 
abattoirs regarding post-mortem tests 
and cooling of carcasses to eliminate any 
risks of virus infection, etc.

We appeal to our fellow meat producers 
across the world to support us in our ef-
forts to keep the free zone disease-free 
and to keep on producing some of the 
best free-range meat – grass fed and hor-
mone free.

*Thinus Pretorius is the Chairperson of 
the Livestock Producers’ Organisation.
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Save energy and irrigate more profitably with 
AGRICO’s GPS based Web Control
A            grico recently introduced a new GPS controller, with which pivots can be controlled on Agrico’s well-known internet 
            application. By controlling pumps according to the specific need of the pivots, heaps of energy are saved.

DEVICES ON THE INTERNET

Advanced Rain Pivot Control and Pump Control connect irrigation devices to the Internet on Agrico’s Rain interface. The whole 
system is managed easily and accurately.

Agrico Pivot with internet control. On the cell phone screen one can see how pumps and pivots are controlled on the same application.

This screen grab illustrates the functionality of the system, making it easy to operate large irrigation systems with various pivot points, 
pumps, dam levels, valves, irrigation blocks etc. on a single platform.
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THE VALUE OF PRESSURE CON-
TROL WITH AGRICO’S GPS MODULE

Here is a real example of a pivot, with 
a large height difference between the 
highest and lowest points:

The following graph shows how the 
Agrico system accurately controls the 
pressure, according to the need of the 
pivot. The spray package requires a 
minimum pressure of 100kPa at the end 
of the machine for correct, uniform irri-
gation. 

Traditionally, the irrigation system is 
then designed with a constant inlet 
pressure to continuously meet the max-
imum pressure requirement (at the high-
est point); about 450kPa in this case. 
However, the pressure at the centre can 
be varied between about 240kPa and 
450kPa due to the topography to exact-
ly meet the pressure requirements and 
thus save energy.
    

NEW GPS MODULE

AGRICO’s new GPS can be installed on 
any electrical pivot. The position of the 
last tower is determined accurately. The 
pressure can be monitored at the end of 
the pivot point and with AGRICO Pump 
Control and a VFD (variable frequency 
drive) the pressure can be controlled 
automatically and accurately.

See the green cylindrical Agrico control unit, with its GPS antenna on the last tower of 
another make pivot.

Since the pressure is controlled not to 
fall below the threshold values   and the 
spray package is equipped with pres-
sure regulators, the volume of water ap-
plied is constant, despite the slope. 

Power (kW) is the product of pressure 
(kPa) and flow (l/s). The power required 
for the pump (s) during irrigation is 
therefore directly proportional to the 
pressure applied.

The total energy for one revolution of 
the pivot is equivalent to the area under 
the pressure curve. The following graph 
shows how much energy is required for 
one revolution with AGRICO’s automat-
ic pressure control, versus the energy 
that would be required if no control is 
applied. The energy saving with Agrico’s 
GPS pressure control, for this real case 
is more than 28%.

This is a Google image with 2 m contours. 
The graph shows the height profile on the 
circumference. The total height difference 
is 21 m and the maximum height is 13 m 
higher than the average height. The white 
section on the graph represents, potential 
energy savings that can be achieved with 
pressure control.

The graph shows how the Agrico control 
system automatically responds by varying 
the inlet pressure at the centre (the solid 
red line) to continuously maintain the re-
quired pressure at the end of the machine 
(the blue dotted line). The actual end 
pressure is also indicated (solid blue line)

Shows the energy required with pressure 
control (in green) and the 28% energy 
saving (in red), compared to when no 
control would be applied.

AGRICO Web Control offers the best 
technology:

• Dynamic System Pressure - With this 
integrated solution, pressure can be op-
timized automatically, with huge energy 
savings.
• Positioning - Better accuracy by 
means of optional GPS.
• Security - Web Control utilizes the 
latest user and device authentication 
to increase security. User rights can be 
granted individually. Complete record of 
all user actions is kept for audit purpos-
es.
• Increases irrigation efficiency through 
accurate control.
• Facilitate the operation and manage-
ment of the irrigation system.
• Reduce energy consumption and in-
crease profitability.
• 24 Months free internet control sub-
scription with each new controller. SMS 
communication is optionally available.
• Updates with the latest software ver-
sions, via the internet.
• The product is supported by a 24/7 
technical helpline.    
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Magnificent baler technology

HYUNDAI MACHINERY NAMIBIA (HMN),  
are now also dealers of the magnificent AGRONIC 
820 & 1220 MultiBalers that can ensile forage in 
chopped or processed form, in wrapped bales, ready 
for use and easy to transport. Quality of feed is  
ensured through the highest oxygen removal rate  
of any ensiling (‘kuilvoer’) process. 

1 Year Warranty on machines & spares.

& Steven Marnewick 
081 404 7930 

UNIT 2 • QE PARK  
NELSON MANDELA AVE  
SWAKOPMUND

steven@hmn.com.na 
admin@hmn.com.na
www.hmn.com.na

AGRONIC
MultiBalers now  
available in Namibia!
For more info contact:

To see all our Excavators, Loaders, Rollers & TLB’s   
please visit www.hmn.com.na or better still, visit us in  
Swakopmund at Unit 2, QE Park, Nelson Mandela Ave.

Magnificent baler technology

      hen it comes to silage 
      making, there are various 
      options available to farmers 
and consumers eg. conventional dry 
bales, silo bags and bunkers, but one 
method produces superior quality with 
the lowest loss, has the longest shelf life 
(3 years) and can be transported direct-
ly off the land. The method I am talking 
about is the wrapped bales made by 
AGRONIC MultiBalers.

Magnificent baler technology, developed 
& produced in Finland & the Netherlands, 
brought to Namibia through HMN (Hyun-
dai Machinery Namibia) in partnership 
with Saxeni Agric of South Africa.

NB: The key to successful silage is 
the efficient elimination of oxygen and 
great compaction which these ma-
chines do exceptionally well.

These machines are extremely versatile 
and any chopped material can be suc-
cessfully baled from maize, soya, lucerne, 
wheat, barley, teff, hay, grass, TMR (total 
mixed ration), alfalfa, pulp, wood chips or 
any other material that might meet your 
requirements!

Feed packed in bales with AGRONIC 
MultiBalers have been scientifically prov-
en to generate a higher yield in milk and 
meat production when compared to feed 
from silos and it maintains its high palat-
ability and doesn’t degrade much due to 
exposure. Of all silage storage methods 
available, the wrapped bales from Agron-
ic machines have the highest measured 

W compaction. We found high yields in lu-
cerne with a protein content of 29%.

Diesel costs are kept low through baling 
whilst cutting/chopping in the field espe-
cially if the PTO (power take off) is con-
nected directly behind the tractor/chop-
per in tandem but can also be done next 
to the chopper. 

The other main advantage of this method 
is the ease and quantity that can be load-
ed and transported between destinations, 
which is handy, especially under the cur-
rent drought conditions. Up to 34 ton can 
be loaded on a Link truck and the feed is 
already wrapped and can easily be sold 
per bale.

The actual feed loss during bale making & 
transport is minimal (less than 4%) whilst 
conventional feed loss during transport 
& storage can be up to 30%. In the past 
one could not easily buy forage, but now 
silage can be made on your farm for you. 

A 10 ha area that normally takes around a 
week to harvest and place in bunkers can 
now be baled and stored within 24 hours.

The worse drought in over 150 years in 
some areas has made silage the logical 
alternative to feeding domestic & game 
animals. What used to cost N$6000/ton 
in Winter can now be delivered at NS500 
to N$1400/ton. A significant saving with 
the added benefit of longer storage life.

We currently have two MultiBaler ma-
chines on the market namely the 820 & 
1220 models, both able to produce up to 
40 bales/hour. The 820 model produces 
a bale weighing 350 - 400kg (depending 
on material), that is 85cm wide with a 85 
- 90cm diameter, whilst the 1220 model 
produces a bale of 750 - 850kg, that is 1m 
wide and a 105 - 120cm diameter.

Both machines are equipped with its own 
hydraulic systems and only needs a PTO 
in front of the machine. For the 820 mod-
el a tractor of 80 - 85 HP horsepower is 
needed, whilst for the 1220 model a trac-
tor/PTO of 100 - 110 HP is required.

Make the intelligent move to silage mak-
ing and visit www.hmn.com.na

Text compiled & written by Gys Gijsbers
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DIE PANNAR WITBASTERVOORDEEL:
■  Wydaangepas en stabiel oor verskeie omgewings en seisoene.

■  Betroubare opbrengsverwagting van seisoen tot seisoen, 
verskans jou risiko.

■  Professionele advies optimaliseer produksie en winsgewendheid.
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SHELL LUBRICANT SOLUTIONS MAKE IT POSSIBLE
Growing crops is a tough business. You work long hours in gruelling terrain and the weather 
can be unforgiving. You need to be sure that your machinery, old and new, won’t let you down. 
After all, if your agricultural machinery doesn’t perform at its best, your business can’t grow.

Our range of heavy duty engine Shell Lubricant Solutions are here to help. They are formulated 
to help reduce maintenance costs, increase oil drain intervals and lower exhaust emissions.

MEETING THE CHALLENGES 
OF MODERN FARMING

Customer Service
Vivo Energy Namibia
+264 (0) 80 002 1021
Toll free: 0800 021 021
Email: CustomerServiceNamibia@vivoenergy.com


