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EDITORIAL COMMENT

FMD permanent solutions should be found

 griculture has so much potential 
 to scale up the country’s 
 economic fortunes. The sector 
has an abundance of opportunities that 
can be utilised and give a lot to the econ-
omy.

However the biggest challenge is the re-
occurring disease that such as foot and 
mouth. FMD has been a challenge and 
continues to be a challenge with possible 
no permanent solution. Yes agriculture in-
surance can be used to guide against any 

A
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

losses associated with the disease but a 
farmer’s attachment with their crops and 
livestock runs deep and anything that af-
fects them or kills them in a worst scenar-
io drains farmers.

And that is the reason why a permanent 
solution should be found, no amount of 
compensation heals a farmer, after losing 
either their crops or livestock to natural 
disasters or diseases.

Our veteinary and animal science special-
ist should heed the call and start making 
efforts of finding everlasting solutions to 
some of these challenges besieging the 
farming industry.

Though farmers are at the centre of con-
cerns associated with the challenges, 
several other spill over issues pop up, 
such as drop in market confidence. Farm-
ers fight so hard to find market access 
and once their produce suffer due to chal-
lenges such as FMD, consistence will be 
negatively affected, loss of anticipated in-

come and possible loss of jobs arises too.

With so many negative things likely to 
erupt once an outbreak is registered, 
stakeholders should lobby for more to be 
done to find a permanent solution.

However, farmers should not allow these 
challenges to dampen their motivation, 
but keep doing their best amid challenges 
that may befall them.

This year, apart from the recurring chal-
lenges that farmers face, the advent of 
COVID-19 has also added more challeng-
es for the farming community.

Stakeholders should do more to save the 
sector and help sustainability grow, let 
our scientist go on overdrive.

Remember to share with us your opin-
ions, letters and comments on drew-
mara@gmail.com

Enjoy the read!
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Conservation agriculture fails to 
take off

Conservation agriculture, which is 
world-renowned for enhancing pro-
duction while protecting and con-
serving the natural environment, has 
been struggling to gain steam, a new-
ly released report has found.

According to Ministry of Agriculture, 
Water and Land Reform, conservation 
agriculture is managing agro-eco-
systems for improved and sustained 
productivity, increased profits and 
food security while preserving and 
enhancing the resource base and the 
environment.

The Institute of Public Policy Re-
search (IPPR) in a paper titled ‘Con-
servation agriculture - Time to reap 
rewards’ says conservation agricul-
ture has struggled to take hold in the 
country even after a decade and a 
half of promotion and support pro-
grammes.

The report further noted that contrary 
to longstanding government state-
ments and policies, which on paper 
endorse CA and overall agricultural 
development - the government has 
consistently underfunded the agricul-
tural sector.

Farmers’ productivity challenged

Government has implored land reset-
tlement beneficiaries to productively 
use the farms.

“Practice good agricultural farming 
methods and confine your number 
of animals to the prescribed carry-
ing capacity as shall be provided to 
you,” said Land Reform Minister, Cal-
le Schlettwein. 

Schlettwein has pleaded with the 
beneficiaries to be responsible for the 
maintenance of water infrastructure, 
fencing and management of grazing. 

She has bemoaned dilapidated water 
and fencing infrastructure on farms 
acquired by government for resettle-
ment purposes, as contributing fac-
tors to the high number of unoccu-

pied farming units.

The minister says the farmers should 
use the farms as means of produc-
tion for food and business to gener-
ate income for a decent livelihood to 
sustain families and contribute to the 
national economy.

Geingob sells 60 cattle to Meatco

President Hage Geingob recently 
sold 60 head of cattle to the Meat 
Corporation of Namibia (Meatco).
According to the Meatco, Geingob is 
an ardent farmer and has marketed 
his cattle through the company.

“We procured top-quality slaughter 
animals that were in good condition. 
Through this marketing opportunity 
to Meatco, the president is eligible to 
become a Meatco producer,” Meatco 
said.

Meatco said it will be in constant 
contact with the president’s farm 
management and offer technical ad-
vice whenever possible to ensure the 
improvement of the farming practices 
while safeguarding delivery of cattle 
that are of Meatco’s standard.

Govt challenged to review 
drought strategy

Farmers and various other stakehold-
ers are calling for a review of the Na-
tional Drought Policy and Strategy of 
1997 to assist the agricultural sector 
during and after droughts.

Industry players indicated the coun-
try has observed recurrent droughts 
since 2013, which climaxed in 2019, 
while the drought policy has been un-
able to address shortcomings faced 
by the sector and its market.

The calls comes on the backdrop of 
recurrent droughts since 2013, farm-
ers says it is evident the policy in its 
current form does not address the 
issues of climate change, restocking 
after a severe drought, and the estab-
lishment of a drought fund to mitigate 
the impact of droughts.

Grazing conditions improves 

NEWS BRIEFS

countrywide

Grazing and water supply situation 
has improved greatly in the greater 
part of the country, following good 
rainfall received during the 2019/2020 
rainfall season, government authori-
ties have announced.

Indications are that most regions, 
grazing ranges between fair and very 
good with plentiful rainfall water avail-
able in the catchment areas. 

However, in the south and western 
parts of the country, grazing is poor 
due to late and poor rainfall received.

Since the situation may change, it 
should be noted herein that, this re-
port presents the results of the as-
sessment that took place during the 
aforementioned dates supplement-
ed by rapid assessment and reports 
from the agricultural extension staff in 
Kunene, Omaheke, Otjozondjupa, //
Kharas, Erongo, Khomas and Hardap 
regions.

Kavango farmers’ plea too late

Kavango East governor Bonifatius 
Wakudumo says it is too late for farm-
ers in the region to complain about 
the oil exploration project that will 
soon start south of Rundu at Kawe 
village.

On the other hand, the Kavango East 
Regional Farmers Union (KERFU) re-
cently complained that wide consul-
tations were done and believes that 
undertakings of this huge magnitude 
with massive financial injection from 
investors require wider consultations.

“In our view this did not take place 
in this case. We are requesting the 
office of the environmental commis-
sioner to produce a list of those who 
were consulted. 

“KERFU has approached some tradi-
tional authorities in Kavango East who 
all said were not consulted during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment,” 
said Adolf Muremi, the Association 
Chairperson in a statement.
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 resh reports of highly contagious disease outbreak has 
 been dictated, authorities have reported. The disease, 
 was first detected in the Ndiyona constituency in the 
northern region of Kavango East at the end of September and 
now has spread to the neighbouring Kavango West region and 
Shighuru village which is also in the Kavango East region.

Temporarily ban on cross-border movement of cattle into and 
out of northern neighbour Angola due to the outbreak has been 
imposed.

The country’s prized free-range, hormone-free beef has seen it 
penetrate the lucrative Chinese and American markets but there 
are fears that any further spread will result in a cattle export ban 
which could be devastating for the country’s economy.

F Now the number of cattle marketed has already fallen due to a 
severe drought that decimated local herds.

In March 2019, Namibia became just the second African country, 
after South Africa, to meet China’s beef import requirements.

It was also the first country on the continent to export red meat 
to the United States, following two decades of haggling over 
safety regulations and logistics. 

Foot and mouth disease (FMD) burden disproportionally affects 
Africa where it is considered endemic. 

Smallholder livestock keepers experience significant losses due 
to disease, but the dynamics and mechanisms underlying per-
sistence at the herd-level and beyond remain poorly understood.
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 gricultural Bank of Namibia (Agribank) has launched a 
 women and youth loan scheme, as most women are 
 unable to access affordable financing for farming pur-
poses, while youth is not at an optimal level.

With relaxed conditions, to encourage participation and enhance 
financial inclusion, the scheme is expected to stimulate growth 
in agriculture.

According to Agribank, the scheme will give preference to cli-
mate-resilient projects, agro-processing, poultry and intensive 
farming projects.

Candidates eligible for this scheme are women and youth or per-
manent residents aged between 18 and 35 years. 

The entry age is capped at 18 years and, in case of partnerships, 
80 percent of the partners should be between 18 to 35 years to 
qualify.

Other requirements of the scheme include business registration, 

A licences or permits, certificate of incorporation, memorandum 
and articles of association and identification documents for all 
the directors.

New and existing businesses are eligible, subject to financial vi-
ability and development impact.

Speaking at the launch of the scheme, the deputy minister of 
information and communications technology, Emma Theofelus, 
commended the bank for initiating the scheme.

“Agri bank has taken a bold step to encourage women and youth 
by designing a scheme that furthers the objectives of financial 
inclusion as you all are aware that agriculture is the backbone of 
our economy and a source of sustenance of many livelihoods in 
Namibia,” she said.

Meanwhile the target group can benefit from all Agribank loan 
products with the exception of debt take-over and debt consol-
idation. 

Agribank extends support to youth, women 
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 frican Swine fever has had a 
 dynamic and rapid influence on
 the global meat market, with 
Chinese import demand driving price in-
flation across all major proteins in 2020. 

According to economist, Mally Likokela 
the Chinese demand has led to a huge 
trade shift, with many major beef export-
ing nations pivoting on the market. 

“This has left various traditional markets 
with a meat supply deficit.   Growing pro-
duction and exports from key compet-
itors, particularly the United States and 
Brazil, have intensified competition, es-
pecially in Asian markets,” said Likokela.

Likokela said for now, strong global de-
mand, led by pork shortage in China, has 
soaked up additional beef on the global 
market and supported prices.  
  
The economist further said the prospects 
for export trade for red meat for the next 
few years is optimistic on the backdrop of 
record growth rates in demand.  

“The biggest challenge for the Namib-
ian industry will be the ability to source 
the livestock to fulfil this demand,” said 
Likokela.

Some of the demand factors, in beef ex-
port cited by Likokela are politics, trade 
policies FTAs and market access arrange-
ments

A
Bright prospects for red meat export trade 

Meanwhile robust international demand 
is expected to drive export growth, with 
beef exports forecast to reach 11.5 million 
tonnes in 2020, an increase of 4 percent 
on 2019. 

“Increased demand for beef across Asia, 
underpinned by declining pork pro-
duction, will be a key factor driving this 
growth,” said Likokela.

Meanwhile some of the key trends that will 

define the face of the Namibian red meat 
industry over the next five years, bring-
ing both opportunities and challenges 
include sustainability demands increase, 
provenance becomes more relevant, so-
cial licence is required to operate, shift 
from commodities to brands and increase 
in market emphasis global.

In addition, supply chains become more 
integrated and viability of the family farm 
model declines
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 gribank’s Emerging Farmers 
 Retail Financing (ERFP) loan 
 beneficially Elifas Nuujoma said 
his life was changed to good after he 
started farming along Etaka canal, be-
tween Epalela and Onesi in Omusati re-
gion.

Nuujoma who was jobless by then has 
been struggling to earn income to sustain 
his family. 

However, in 2005, he took a decision 
to capitalize on his land near the water 
source to venture into horticulture. 

“When I was unemployed, I have always 
been thinking of ways to sustain my fami-
ly, I have a house and kids to take care of, 
and so I landed on this idea of horticulture 
farming. I started just on a small piece of 
land, working with my own hands and ex-
pand my farm as I sell my produce,” Nuu-

A
ERFP recipient ploughs his way to success

joma said. In 2018, he extended his farm 
after he bought a tractor together with 
other soil preparation equipment through 
the ERFP loan from Agribank. 

“With this support from Agribank, I can 
now produce a variety of vegetables on 
a larger scale such as green peppers, on-
ions, watermelons, cabbages, tomatoes, 
butternuts just to mention a few,” he said.
 
According to him, because of the income 
from the farm, he manages to send his 
children to further their studies at insti-
tutions of higher learning such as the 
University of Namibia (Unam), bought 
a brand-new car, build a house and be-
came his family breadwinner. 

In addition, he has five people on his 
farm that are employed permanently and 
during the harvest time, he employs over 
20 casuals.

“In future, if God permits, I want to be-
come a big and self-established horticul-
ture farmer at the northern regions and I 
would love to create at least over 100 em-
ployment opportunities,” he said.

Currently, he is facing the outbreak of 
tomato worms on his farm that have de-
stroyed a portion of his tomato plantation. 
He also highlighted a lack of access to the 
market as another challenge, a situation 
that has left them with no place to sell 
their produce as farmers.

“I therefore plead to our government to at 
least try and find a market for us, where 
we can sell our produce in order to grow 
our businesses because this is the only 
source of income we have,” Nuujoma 
concluded.

Source: New Era



 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | October - December 2020 



                                                                                                                                                                          11 Namibian Farmer | October - December 2020   www.namibianfarming.com 

Achieve more from your feed with KEENAN and 
InTouch feed management technology
 ince its inception, KEENAN, 
 based in Borris, Co. Carlow, has 
 offered tailor-made solutions 
to enhance farm profitability. A renewed 
energy has been invested into design, 
innovation and technology since joining 
the Alltech family, to ensure the KEENAN 
offering exceeds the demands of tomor-
row’s agricultural requirements. With 
advances in precision farming, com-
bined with thorough customer feedback, 
KEENAN has evolved from a renowned 
manufacturer of diet feeders into an Ag-
ritech company, developing disruptive 
IoT technologies that are driving smarter, 
more profitable farming in more than 40 
countries.

Long synonymous with excellence in 
nutrition and driving animal perfor-
mance through optimising rumen health, 
KEENAN diet feeders are fitted with the 
KEENAN controller and InTouch, a feed 
management platform, which provides 
monitoring and optimization of herd 
health, ration formulation, weight gains/
yield, in addition to improving on-farm 
profits. 

Independent trials have consistently re-
vealed that the KEENAN mix retains the 

S fibre structure to stimulate rumination, al-
lowing greater absorption of energy, max-
imised feed conversion efficiency and ul-
timately maximum herd performance. 

“The KEENAN controller fitted to the diet 
feeder is very intuitive and simple to use. 
It tells the farmer step by step what feed 
mix to put in the machine and then re-
cords the exact input of feed mix in the 
machine, explains Robert Walker, CEO of 
KEENAN. The ease of using InTouch has 
been key to its success.”

“Difference in diet can be quickly iden-
tified, assessed and corrected through 
the InTouch system. If there is a mis-
take or a deterioration in animal per-
formance, the farmer is alerted, and an 
InTouch nutritionist will modify the diet 
accordingly, explains Walker.” 

“Working with KEENAN and InTouch feed 
management, farmers can achieve more 
from their feed. What they get in terms of 
actual production is 200 grams per head 
per day more beef on average across our 
system and a 16% increase in milk pro-
duction,” said Cathal Bohane, Head of 
InTouch Nutrition. 

The quality of mix the KEENAN diet feed-
ers produce, paired with the KEENAN 
controller and the InTouch feed manage-
ment platform, has positive consequential 
benefits for farmers under pressure to re-
duce the carbon footprint of their herd.

Walker explains, “If you can accurately 
prevent farmers from overfeeding ingre-
dients and get farmers to optimise their 
output, it means that they are more effi-
cient. More efficient farmers are going to 
be producing more milk using fewer re-
sources. 

KEENAN’s latest campaign, ‘The Result is 
in the Mix’, positions livestock farmers at 
the forefront of KEENAN’s core focus and 
is centred around their value proposition; 
delivering enhanced animal performance 
and herd health through superior mix 
quality and a consistent mix. 

The ethos of the campaign is to show-
case how KEENAN can effectively sup-
port farmers in their everyday life, help-
ing achieve better on-farm profitability, 
increased herd performance and a better 
work-life balance.
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 e-Bushing Advisory has 
 announced that biochar project 
 has potential for large spin-offs 
for the country’s agriculture sector and 
creating employment for university grad-
uates.

Funded by government in collaboration 
with Germany, the project is seeking av-
enues to get the production of biochar 
made from harvested encroacher bush, 
according to Progress Kashandula, CEO 
of  De-Bushing Advisory, the funders of 
research on the project.

Some farmers are already changing the 
face of farming in the normally infertile 
soils through the use of biochar as a form 
of natural fertilizer.

Marieke Voights, one of the farmers who 

 griculture sector grew by more 
 than 42.7 percent in the first 
 quarter of this year despite a 
challenging period inflicted by COVID-19. 

Calle Schlettwein, the Minister of Agri-
culture, Water and Land Reform said the 
development is attributed to good rains.

The growth comes at the backdrop of the 
agriculture sector registering a contrac-
tion of 2.6 percent in 2019 compared to a 
decline of 1.9 percent registered in 2018.

According to the minister, the downward 
trajectory in the sector has been coming 
for some time and must be a matter of 
concern.

D

A

Large spin-offs anticipated from biochar 
project

Positive yields recorded despite COVID-19

are now running a thriving market gar-
dening project on her farm about 40 km 
out of capital Windhoek  is reaping great 
rewards from the innovative farming tech-
nique.

Voights recently told media  that the re-
wards of using biochar as a natural fer-
tilizer has made her a popular producer 
of organic food including carrots, vegeta-
bles, beetroot and onions, among a flurry 
of horticulture and agriculture products.

The biochar is also creating a value chain 
on different farms where it is used as fer-
tilizer, and animal feed while the residue is 
sold as charcoal among the communities.

“We are using the biochar as a fertilizer for 
the production of vegetables as well as 
animal feed. This has allowed us to create 

“For 2019, the decline was predominantly 
driven by both crop farming and the live-
stock sub-sectors that recorded contrac-
tions in real value added of 13.5% and 
6.7% respectively. 

“Overall GDP share of the agricultural sec-
tor now stands at only 3.9%, down from 
about 7% in 2006,” said Schlettwein.

Schlettwein said the growth this year was 
achieved mainly due to better rainfall, and 
improved and diversified crop production 
and it indicates that the sector has good 
potential for sustainable growth.

“Agriculture is one of most important 
sectors. The majority of the population is 

a value chain from biochar,” she said.
Voights has set up a fully-fledged small-
scale biochar production plant at her farm 
that houses more than 80 families includ-
ing a market gardening project, a school, 
a dairy farm as well as a piggery project 
with the assistance of biochemist experts 
from the Namibian University of Science 
and Technology (NUST).

dependent directly or indirectly on the ag-
ricultural sector for their livelihoods. 

“Livestock farming contributes to approx-
imately two-thirds of agricultural produc-
tion, with crop farming and forestry mak-
ing up the remaining third of production,” 
he said.

He added that the export of live animals, 
mostly cattle, sheep and goats, has his-
torically contributed to about two-thirds 
of agricultural exports by value. 

In 2019, the local meat industry exported 
about 12,400 tons, exports sent to coun-
tries which include South Africa, the Unit-
ed States and China.
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 overnment has been urged to 
 support farmers’ transition 
 processes, graduating subsis-
tence farmers into smallholder farmers 
and ultimately into commercial farmers.

Edmund Isaaks, Landless People’s Move-
ment (LPM) parliamentarian has chal-
lenged government on a number issue 
dragging back the sector. 

“Now that agriculture and land reform 
ministries are lumped together, we hoped 
that there would be greater synergies so 
as to offer financing, implements, exten-
sion services and other vital assistance,” 
said Isaaks. 

He further said the state-owned Agri-
cultural Business Development Agency 
(Agribusdev) must broaden its scope and 
mandate beyond the green schemes.

“The agency should not narrowly focus 

G
Support farmers’ transition - Isaaks

on government-identified green scheme 
farmers only. To assist the smallholder 
farmers, there is a need to establish an 
Agricultural Investment Fund (AIF), mod-
eled in a similar manner as the Environ-
mental Investment Fund (EIF),” Isaaks 
said. 

He said the AIF, hosted by Agribusdev, 
could offer grants and soft loans to sup-
port budding farmers to expand their en-
terprises. 

“These are small entrepreneurs who may 
not necessarily qualify for ordinary Agrib-
ank loans,” he said.

According to him, his party last year 
dispatched a research mission to Auss-
enkehr and Noordoewer, headed by the 
party youth command element, Duminga 
Ndala, who submitted a “shocking report” 
to the party’s political action committee.

Isaaks says the report highlighted that the 
grape farming enterprises of Aussenkehr 
and Noordoewer make significant profits 
annually.

He further bemoaned that there is only 
four local owned of the 14 companies that 
produced grapes

“As part of agricultural revolution in the 
context of rural economic industrialisa-
tion, if new entrants could be allowed into 
the grape farming industry with commen-
surate skills and knowledge transfer from 
existing role-players, it will add value to 
our domestic investments drive,” he said. 

Isaaks said the goal should be to have de-
liberate policies to support transition pro-
cesses, graduating subsistence farmers 
into smallholder farmers and ultimately 
into commercial farmers.
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 GCO, a worldwide manufacturer 
 and distributor of agricultural 
 equipment and solutions, report-
ed its results for the third quarter ended 
Sept. 30, 2020. Net sales for the third 
quarter were approximately $2.5 billion, 
an increase of approximately 18.4 percent 
compared to the third quarter of 2019. 

Excluding unfavorable currency trans-
lation impacts of approximately 1.6 per-
cent, net sales in the third quarter of 2020 
increased approximately 20 percent com-
pared to the third quarter of 2019.

“Harvests are progressing ahead of 
schedule in the northern hemisphere and 
global crop production is on track for a re-
cord year despite the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Martin Richenhagen, 
AGCO’s Chairman, president and chief 
executive officer. 

The fleet age for large equipment remains 
extended as replacement demand contin-
ues to be deferred in the North American 
market. Industry retail sales in Western 
Europe decreased in the first nine months 
of 2020 due primarily to COVID-19 related 
production constraints. 

A

AGCO reports total sales up 18.4% in Q3

Market demand was weakest in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, France and Spain, and was 
partially offset by growth in Germany 
which has benefited from tax incentives 
during 2020. The negative impact of low-
er wheat harvests across most of West-
ern Europe was mostly offset by stron-
ger grain export demand and supportive 
wheat prices. 

European dairy and livestock fundamen-
tals have stabilized after weakening earli-
er in the year. South America industry re-
tail tractor sales increased during the first 
nine months of 2020, with growth in Brazil 
and Argentina partially offset by weak-
er demand in the smaller South America 
markets. 

Strong crop productions in Brazil and Ar-
gentina, as well as favorable exchange 
rates are supporting positive economics. 

“Farmers are replacing their aged fleet 
following years of soft demand due to 
economic weakness and challenging po-
litical environments.”
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CORPORATE NEWS

 outh African and Zimbabwe
 based Agricultural Investment 
 Firm has announced today that 
they will be expanding into Zambia by 
launching Growspaces its Urban Farming 
initiative that aims to set up and run pro-
fessional urban farms in Zambia.

In light of recent global events caused by 
the coronavirus that has caused major 
disruptions in the local and Global Food 
Supply chains, Farmvest has taken up 
the initiative to help meet the growing 
demands of fresh produce by the urban 
population and the goal is to have profes-
sionally run urban farms close to all major 
cities in the next few years, this will help 
also reduce demand on rural farmers to 
focus on more lucrative cash crops
 
According to the WHO because of the 
fast-growing urban Populations a lot of 
people living in cities are not able to ac-

S
Farmvest launches growspaces

cess Fresh, Healthy, and Organic pro-
duce. There is a growing number of cases 
of diseases related to bad diet and eating 
foods with too many chemicals and Pes-
ticides.
 
“We aim to only grow organic food using 
Biofertilizers and natural nutrients at our 
urban farms, the big focus is on healthy, 
affordable, and natural produce. We will 
be contracting growing Produce on be-
half of individuals, retailers, and restau-
rants and we will also have secure allot-
ment spaces available for people to come 
and grow their own food. 

“In light of recent global events, there is 
now a greater emphasis for people to liv-
ing and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. A 
lot of diseases are caused by poor diets.  
We want to bring affordable and healthy 
food to the masses and by launching the 
urban farms we believe that that’s the 

first Step” – Michael Matope Founder of 
Farmvest.
 
Farmvest is planning on launching the 
first Growspaces Urban Farm in Lusaka 
on the 1st June 2020 and has already se-
cured the land some 20km from the CBD. 

Inline with Farmvest model they have 
opened up the possibility for people to 
become investment partners and have 
already received significant amounts of 
interest from people who are looking to 
invest
 
Farmvest is finalizing the process of reg-
istration with relevant authorities in Zam-
bia, they are also in talks to secure further 
sites in Major cities throughout the coun-
try and hope to help shape the future of 
urban farming in Zambia
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

 ocust swarms are affecting 
 farming and putting to waste 
 most crops in Southern Afri-
ca’s crops. However, lessons learnt from 
a similar plague in East Africa show that 
regional cooperation and early detection 
are key to avoiding an equally big disas-
ter.

As the rainy season approaches in south-
ern Africa, fears are rising of a locust 
infestation. This year, a similar plague 
swept through East Africa, with swarms 
decimating grasslands and trees.

Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia 
and most recently Angola have already 
been affected. The livelihoods of farmers 
and cattle herders, who are already deal-
ing with food shortages caused by a crip-
pling drought, are at stake.

According to Mathew Abang, southern 
Africa’s Crop Production Officer for the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO), the effects in rural areas 
is already substantial. In Zambia alone, lo-
custs have already infested some 300,000 
hectares (741,000 hectares). Meanwhile, 
the Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) reports 45 million people 
could be facing food shortages.

Experience of the locust plague in East 
Africa has shown that both regional coop-
eration and finances are lacking, making 
it even more difficult to stop the insatiable 
swarms.

As farmers prepare to plant their crops 
ahead of the November rainy season, 
newly hatched locusts are lying in wait. 
This means the already strained human-
itarian situation in Zimbabwe is likely to 
get even worse. 

“The harvests in May were bad,” Regina 
Feindt from the German NGO Welthun-
gerhilfe told DW from Zimbabwe. “The 
country has been going through a two-
year long drought, and the economy is on 
its knees.” 

The lockdown measures implemented to 
stem the coronavirus pandemic have not 
helped matters, either.

“The Ministry of Agriculture does not 
have enough insecticides and has already 
asked us if we can deliver these,” Feindt 
adds.

The locusts have already infested pre-

L
Southern Africa faces new locust plague

viously unaffected areas in Zimbabwe’s 
southern and western regions.

Meanwhile in neighboring Zambia, the 
locust infestation has spiralled. The FAO 
emergency plan involves Zambia and af-
fected neighboring countries identifying 
and monitoring hotspots better. This in-
cludes killing the locusts before they can 
gather in swarms.

The FAO has made technology and funds 
available so that the locust swarms can 
be subdued with chemicals. However, 
topping-up stocks of insecticide remains 
a major challenge. 

Adult locusts can eat can eat three times 
their own body-weight per day and travel 
hundreds of kilometers

Namibia also urgently needs insecti-
cides, says Farayi Zimudzi, leader of the 
FAO-bureau in Windhoek. Because most 
of southern Africa buys insecticides from 
the same supplier, deliveries have been 
delayed. But time is running out, partic-
ularly in Namibia’s eastern Kavango and 
Zambezi regions.

“Food security will be seriously impact-
ed because newly planted crops and any 
crops that are currently standing in the 
fields right now are at risk of being totally 
annihilated,” Zimudzi told DW.

An early warning system would be a ma-
jor weapon against locust invasions, but 
monitoring is difficult in remote areas, Zi-
mudzi adds.

Frances Duncan, head of the University 
of Witwatersrand’s Institute for Animal, 
Plants and Environmental Sciences in 
Johannesburg, sees the situation more 
critically.

Theoretically, FAO member states pay 
scientists over time to monitor rural and 
farming areas. The body of work pro-
duced is used to create models which 
monitor climate, rainfall and cyclones.

This information is vital in predicting the 

probability of locust plagues. Howev-
er, “when there are no locusts around, 
governments tend to forget that this is a 
problem,” Duncan told DW.

“Recently member countries have actual-
ly not paid and there’s no money to have 
people surveilling,” she explains. 

Pick-up trucks modified to spray insecti-
cides have helped slow locust invasions, 
but they are in short supply.

This cost-cutting can prove expensive 
in the long run. Detecting locust swarms 
early and taking action means swarms 
can be destroyed in their infancy when 
the hatchlings can only hop, covering just 
two or three kilometers a day. This is a 
far cry from the capabilities of adult fly-
ing locusts, which can cover hundreds of 
kilometers.

“When we have people on the ground 
looking to see what the local populations 
are doing, then we can try and chemical-
ly control them before they actually reach 
plague status,” says Duncan.

This would require farmers to develop a 
centralised system where observations 
from remote rural areas can be shared 
quickly and action can be taken. 

For Duncan, the lesson from East Africa 
is clear: Regional cooperation across bor-
ders is essential to stamping out locust 
infestations.

Atinkut Mezgebu Wubneh speaks from 
experience. The head of Agriculture and 
Rural Development of Tigray in northern 
Ethiopia has firsthand knowledge of co-
ordinating an inter-regional effort to stop 
a locust plague.

“The sustainable solution is that the reme-
dial measures can’t be done separately. 
The countries should come together and 
act in a well-organised way,” he told DW. 
“Otherwise it is difficult to combat the 
desert locust as the insect moves across 
countries.”
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COVID-19 RELIEF 
INTERVENTIONS
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The measures are;

• Payment holiday for existing clients affected by COVID-19 on a case by case 

basis;

• New loans for stimulus production;

• Interest rate cuts;

• Other relief measures are;  ITC de-listing, restructuring, suspension of legal 

actions which can be accessed on meeting minimal conditions.

For more details, kindly visit our website at www.agribank.com.na or contact any 

Agribank office countrywide. For on the go updates, like our Facebook page or 

follow our Twitter handle.

Agribank – Your All Season Bank

    e are in the midst of a health
    and economic crisis which has 
    drastically changed the way we 
do things. The pessimists will say the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has 
come to turn our lives upside down but 
the optimists among us will say that it is 
opening our eyes, forcing us out of our 
comfort zones and making us do things 
we have never attempted to do before. 

And therefore, despite the challenges we 
face and the hardships we are enduring 
because of COVID-19, we must look to 
the future with hope and optimism.  

For a couple of months our borders were 
closed as one of the many measures put 
in place to protect ourselves from being 
infected with COVID-19. When our bor-
ders were sealed, we found it extremely 
difficult to import what we ordinarily con-
sidered as everyday supplies especially 
and other basic commodities.

For a very long time, we took it for grant-
ed that we will always get what we need 
from across the border. If we thought that 
agricultural self-sustainability was not at 
all necessary, COVID-19 has come and 
showed us that we need to be less de-
pendent on others and start producing 
our own food to feed our own people and 
to create jobs. 

Most of the agricultural products that we 
consume are imported. No one could 
have predicted the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its impact on our economic life. It has 
come to open our eyes as wide as pos-
sible to the stark realities that await us if 
we continue to do nothing to become less 
dependent on other countries for our ag-
ricultural products. 

W

Studying agriculture not an embarrassment
By GERHARD MUKUAHIMA*

The only thing that is certain for the Na-
mibian economy in a post-COVID-19 en-
vironment is that recovery will take time 
and is not going to happen overnight. But 
there is hope.

Initiatives like the ‘Youth in Agriculture’ 
gives us hope and confidence in a pros-
perous Namibia that is able to feed her 
people from her own soil.

I am inspired by the fact that Youth in Ag-
riculture are working towards accelerating 
the involvement of young people in agri-
culture and farming as well as to enable 
rural youth and women to access funding 
to acquire knowledge and the necessary 
tools to establish independent yet profit-
able agribusiness enterprises. 

This initiative, if fully supported and ag-
gressively implemented, has the potential 
to address socio-economic challenges 
such as unemployment, food insecurity 
and poverty.

The message to our youth is loud and 
clear. Farming can no longer be treated 
as weekend pastimes. Agriculture is a 
critical cog in the economic landscape of 
our country. It must be given the respect it 
deserves. As emerging and aspiring agri-
culturalists, young people must treat agri-
culture as a business like any other.  Give 
it love, give it attention and learn about 
new methods of farming like a lawyer or 
an accountant would do in their respec-
tive careers. 

The world of agriculture is forever evolv-
ing. They are now talking about precision 
agriculture to ensure profitability, sustain-
ability and the protection of the environ-
ment. 

In this era of the Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion, young people have the advantage of 
leveraging from the developments in ICT, 
innovation and agribusiness solutions. 

I therefore dare state that we should resist 
the temptation to stick to goats and cattle 
and focusing only on potato, onion and 
tomato farming. The world is your oyster 
and the sky is your limit.

There are sub-sectors of farming that 
are hitherto under-invested. I am here 
referring to poultry farming, hydro and 
aquaponics, high value cash crops which 
young people can consider and make 
handsome profits from it.

With the potential that farming offers, it 
should not be an embarrassment to study 
towards a qualification in agriculture. It is 
the weapons we need to fight the ultimate 
fight for food self- security, employment 
creation and poverty eradication. The 
importance of having more graduates in 
modern agriculture can therefore not be 
overemphasised.

*Gerhard Mukuahima is the Head of 
Agribusiness at Standard Bank

OPINION & ANALYSIS
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

 quaculture also known as the 
 farming of aquatic organisms 
 such as fish, algae, snails, croc-
odiles, frogs and others is one of the fast-
est growing industries in the world. 

Namibia being one of the driest countries 
globally has huge potential in exploiting 
its potential at the western coastal marine 
waters, fresh water bodies (lakes, dams) 
and rivers throughout the country.

Egypt which is a relatively dry country has 
emerged as one of the leading aquacul-
ture countries in the world in Nile tilapia 
farming.

Namibia currently imports fish from Asia 
namely Nile tilapia (alien to Asia) which 
originates from Africa and the Namibian 
environmental conditions are pristine and 
extremely ideal to farm them locally to 
yield huge production. 

Asian countries produce millions of tons 
of Nile tilapia annually amounting to bil-
lions of USD in revenue and employment.
For the Nile tilapia industry to perform, it 
required them to create a value chain that 
will enable them to produce feed at a low 
value using locally available ingredients 
and high yielding breeds through selec-
tive breeding. This is similar to what land-
based animal farmers do.

A

The future of fisheries production
By HISKIA  ASINO

Namibia is currently the only country in 
Southern Africa that does not farm with 
Nile tilapia despite having ideal biosecu-
rity conditions. Namibia currently farms 
Three-spotted tilapia (Oreochromis an-
dersonii), Tilapia mossambicus (Oreo-
chromis mossambicus), Tilapia rendalli 
(Coptodon rendalli) and African catfish 
(Clarias gariepinus). 

Although these species are indigenous 
they have a low growth performance. It is 
therefore important to create breeding 
programmes to ensure their growth per-
formance improve over culture cycles.

Namibia also has a number of indigenous 
ornamental fish that can be farmed name-
ly the Caprivi Killifish and Burbus species 
which are very beautiful and ideal for 
aquariums.

The coastal conditions may have limita-
tions for small scale farming but have 
tremendous potential for large scale. Cur-
rently Namibia farms only abalone and 
oysters of which all are alien species from 
South Africa, Chile and Asia. Research for 
endemic fish and shrimp were undertak-
en, however due to limited financing, it 
had to be shelved.

Feed production is currently one of the 
deterring factors influencing the viability 
of aquaculture. Namibian industry pro-

duce some of the most sought-after in-
gredients namely fishmeal, blood meal 
and bone meal. 

There are other ingredients such as melon 
seed cake, sunflower cake, seal meal etc. 
that are produced however these require 
research to verify their effect on the target 
farm species.

The Namibian government has invested 
over N$200 million in aquaculture since 
2003 to help mitigate the recurring food 
security problems faced in many regions.

Capture fisheries is no longer a sustain-
able option to rely on for food security. It 
is therefore imperative to create the nec-
essary models and value chains to make 
aquaculture viable in Namibia.

Thousands of Namibians live along the 
Okavango, Kunene and Zambezi riv-
ers which can transform their lives through 
aquaculture. The most limiting resource in 
most developed countries is water and 
land which they have at their disposal.

 It is therefore essential for Namibia to re-
turn to the drawing board and identify the 
problems hampering the aquaculture in-
dustry and to implement solutions to real-
ize its full potential.
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Accelerate the Adoption of Solar Refrigeration 
in Namibia
    nnovative energy efficient off-grid 
    refrigeration solutions are becoming 
    increasingly popular because they 
can increase food security, reduce food 
wastage and mitigate CO2 emissions as 
well as generate possible economic ben-
efits for rural communities. 

Even when milk, meat and vegetables are 
plentiful, communal farmers rarely have 
access to cooling appliances and are left 
outside of the cold chain. Improved ac-
cess to energy-efficient, off-grid appropri-
ate refrigeration can immediately and sig-
nificantly improve the lives and livelihoods 
of our communal and emerging farmers.

 In addition to access to fresh food, refrig-
eration  extends the viability of life-saving 
medicines and vaccines.

The technical score is that the size of a 
solar panel required to power a best in-
class off-grid refrigerator is nine times 
smaller than what is required to power a 
conventional refrigerator. Regarding ener-
gy consumption, every refrigerator takes 
a surge of energy to start up.  This is the 
same with solar refrigeration, but the dif-
ference is that the start-up wattage of a 
DC appliance is significantly lower than 
that of an AC one.

Energy storage remains a challenge 
both in cost and capacity, but alternative 
groundbreaking technologies are already 
on the Namibian market. It is possible to 
have a 12V DC refrigerator powered with-
out batteries, using 50-80W PV modules 
as a source of energy plus the ice stor-
age technology of the appliance, to get 
+ 4°C..+12°C cooling temperature range 
at ambient temperatures ranging +16°C - 
+40°C. 

In conclusion, the importance of taking 
care of our environment should not come 
short, hence the shift to CO2 mitigating 
refrigerants for these appliances.  

Moira Alberts, Managing Director & 
Co-Founder of Taatisolar. 
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Magnificent baler technology

HYUNDAI MACHINERY NAMIBIA (HMN),  
are now also dealers of the magnificent AGRONIC 
820 & 1220 MultiBalers that can ensile forage in 
chopped or processed form, in wrapped bales, ready 
for use and easy to transport. Quality of feed is  
ensured through the highest oxygen removal rate  
of any ensiling (‘kuilvoer’) process. 

1 Year Warranty on machines & spares.

& Steven Marnewick 
081 404 7930 

UNIT 2 • QE PARK  
NELSON MANDELA AVE  
SWAKOPMUND

steven@hmn.com.na 
admin@hmn.com.na
www.hmn.com.na

AGRONIC
MultiBalers now  
available in Namibia!
For more info contact:

To see all our Excavators, Loaders, Rollers & TLB’s   
please visit www.hmn.com.na or better still, visit us in  
Swakopmund at Unit 2, QE Park, Nelson Mandela Ave.

Magnificent baler technology

      hen it comes to silage 
      making, there are various 
      options available to farmers 
and consumers eg. conventional dry 
bales, silo bags and bunkers, but one 
method produces superior quality with 
the lowest loss, has the longest shelf life 
(3 years) and can be transported direct-
ly off the land. The method I am talking 
about is the wrapped bales made by 
AGRONIC MultiBalers.

Magnificent baler technology, developed 
& produced in Finland & the Netherlands, 
brought to Namibia through HMN (Hyun-
dai Machinery Namibia) in partnership 
with Saxeni Agric of South Africa.

NB: The key to successful silage is 
the efficient elimination of oxygen and 
great compaction which these ma-
chines do exceptionally well.

These machines are extremely versatile 
and any chopped material can be suc-
cessfully baled from maize, soya, lucerne, 
wheat, barley, teff, hay, grass, TMR (total 
mixed ration), alfalfa, pulp, wood chips or 
any other material that might meet your 
requirements!

Feed packed in bales with AGRONIC 
MultiBalers have been scientifically prov-
en to generate a higher yield in milk and 
meat production when compared to feed 
from silos and it maintains its high palat-
ability and doesn’t degrade much due to 
exposure. Of all silage storage methods 
available, the wrapped bales from Agron-
ic machines have the highest measured 

W compaction. We found high yields in lu-
cerne with a protein content of 29%.

Diesel costs are kept low through baling 
whilst cutting/chopping in the field espe-
cially if the PTO (power take off) is con-
nected directly behind the tractor/chop-
per in tandem but can also be done next 
to the chopper. 

The other main advantage of this method 
is the ease and quantity that can be load-
ed and transported between destinations, 
which is handy, especially under the cur-
rent drought conditions. Up to 34 ton can 
be loaded on a Link truck and the feed is 
already wrapped and can easily be sold 
per bale.

The actual feed loss during bale making & 
transport is minimal (less than 4%) whilst 
conventional feed loss during transport 
& storage can be up to 30%. In the past 
one could not easily buy forage, but now 
silage can be made on your farm for you. 

A 10 ha area that normally takes around a 
week to harvest and place in bunkers can 
now be baled and stored within 24 hours.

The worse drought in over 150 years in 
some areas has made silage the logical 
alternative to feeding domestic & game 
animals. What used to cost N$6000/ton 
in Winter can now be delivered at NS500 
to N$1400/ton. A significant saving with 
the added benefit of longer storage life.

We currently have two MultiBaler ma-
chines on the market namely the 820 & 
1220 models, both able to produce up to 
40 bales/hour. The 820 model produces 
a bale weighing 350 - 400kg (depending 
on material), that is 85cm wide with a 85 
- 90cm diameter, whilst the 1220 model 
produces a bale of 750 - 850kg, that is 1m 
wide and a 105 - 120cm diameter.

Both machines are equipped with its own 
hydraulic systems and only needs a PTO 
in front of the machine. For the 820 mod-
el a tractor of 80 - 85 HP horsepower is 
needed, whilst for the 1220 model a trac-
tor/PTO of 100 - 110 HP is required.

Make the intelligent move to silage mak-
ing and visit www.hmn.com.na

Text compiled & written by Gys Gijsbers
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SHELL LUBRICANT SOLUTIONS MAKE IT POSSIBLE
Growing crops is a tough business. You work long hours in gruelling terrain and the weather 
can be unforgiving. You need to be sure that your machinery, old and new, won’t let you down. 
After all, if your agricultural machinery doesn’t perform at its best, your business can’t grow.

Our range of heavy duty engine Shell Lubricant Solutions are here to help. They are formulated 
to help reduce maintenance costs, increase oil drain intervals and lower exhaust emissions.

MEETING THE CHALLENGES 
OF MODERN FARMING

Customer Service
Vivo Energy Namibia
+264 (0) 80 002 1021
Toll free: 0800 021 021
Email: CustomerServiceNamibia@vivoenergy.com


