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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Farmers should improve production

 ood security is a concern the 
 world over and for legislator 
 Petrus Kavhura to lobby for more 
productivity from the local farmers is a 
welcome development.

With the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, 
global and regional trade has been dis-
rupted due to various measures meant 
to curb the spread of the respiratory dis-
ease. And only those countries that are 
self reliant in food production are sitting 

F
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

on the safe side, while others fear for a 
potential food shortage.

Kavhura’s loud call for farmers to scale 
up mahangu, a major staple food for over 
50 percent of the country’s population 
should be embraced by all stakeholders 
in and outside the farming community, to 
improve its harvest.

His observation that the crop does well in 
Zambezi, Kavango East, Kavango West, 
Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshana, Oshikoto 
and parts of Otjozondjupa regions, should 
be explored and possible more resourc-
es spent in those areas, improving yields 
and here possible find means of growing 
hybrid mahunga.

Someone should help authorities realise 
the return on investment (ROI) the country 
could enjoy in scaling up the local pro-
duction of mahunga, more funds should 
be directed towards this project, for vari-
ous benefits are on the radar. 

Once productivity increase on the local 
market, some of the benefits include, 
reduction of import bill in the agriculture 
sector, more employment opportunities at 
both the farms and factories doing value 
addition on harvested crops.

The farming communities also stand a 
chance to see developments such as 
road network, fibre internet and others 
find way to the remote areas once their 
economies rise due to increased produc-
tion in crops.

With the advent of mechanised farming 
now being the buzz word, deep pockets 
are required to see local farming, taking 
off from its slump to reach competitive 
heights, hence the call, for all stakehold-
ers to have a hand in improving the local 
agriculture.

Yes government has already made some 
initiatives such as the 162 tractors de-
ployed to provide subsidized agricultural 
services to communal farmers but more 
is needed to empower and equip our sub-
sistence farmers for them to realise op-
portunities in commercial farming. 

As we implore the farming community to 
do more, let us also remember to support 
them and fortify the country’s food secu-
rity.

Remember to share your views, opin-
ions and comments with us.

Enjoy the read!
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Macfrut trade fair goes online

Organisers of the Macfrut Digital 
have indicated that the event is 
going full steam ahead with online 
‘trade fair preview’ concluded on 
the 1st July, less than two months 
after the first presentation, making 
the event content available on the 
platform within the Natlive network. 

By going to the website macfrut-
digital.com and registering, visitors 
will be able to preview the various 
sections of the first virtual trade fair 
for the fruit and vegetable sector.

Specifically, visitors may access the 
‘trade fair preview’ after registering, 
by activating an account that will 
allow them to access Macfrut Digi-
tal also during the three days of the 
trade fair from 8 to10 September 
2020. 

At this stage, once they have 
logged into the virtual trade fair, 
visitors will be able to view the var-
ious sections of the event: exhibit, 
providing information on participa-
tion; visit, illustrating the trade fair 
and its features over the course of 
three days.

In addition video, offering the op-
portunity to preview the videos 
made by several exhibitors; n  news 
and press, with news and updates; 
technical forums, the live-streamed 
meetings that will be held during 
the three days of the trade fair cov-
ering the main technical issues in 
the sector - aquacampus and irri-
gation, biostimulants, and macfrut 
field solutions with field tests.

Machinery ease burden on sub-
sistence farmers

Subsistence farmers in Oshana 
region are shunning traditional la-
bour-intensive threshing and win-
nowing methods.

The farmers are adopting new tech-
nology to process harvests, opting 
hire threshing and winnow machine 
to extract grains.

The development comes after a 
modern thresher machine was in-
troduced to farmers by agricultural 
entrepreneur, Hambeleleni Eelu, to 
ease the burden of the rural dwell-
ers.

According to Eelu, she was inspired 
by the need to help the elderly see 
through the farming season.

“Over the past years, farmers en-
dured major losses due to drought. 
But this farming season, the farm-
ers improved yields, and thus most 
farmers decided to hire threshing 
machines,” said Eelu.

The threshing machine are also 
addressing the shortage of human 
resources in the village as more 
young people migrate to urban ar-
eas leaving older people in rural ar-
eas.

NAB suspends maize imports

Namibian Agronomic Board (NAB) 
has suspended imports of maize 
and millet until the domestic har-
vest is absorbed by local millers. 

The authorities expect the ban to 
be in place at least until November 
2020. The rationale given is that 
this policy will ensure that domes-
tic farmers have a market for their 
produce, which will support them 
during the pandemic.

Meanwhile the International Grains 
Council indicated that there are 
ample global grain supplies in 
2019/2020 and prospects for a 
larger crop in the 2020/2021 pro-
duction season.

The development comes on the 
backdrop of the ongoing Covid-19 
crisis that has brought significant 
uncertainty to global trade, largely 
due to disruptions in supply chains 
and weakening demand.

Red locust invasion in Otjozond-
jupa

Locusts flying in from Botswana 
and Zambia have invaded the cen-

NEWS BRIEFS

tral Otjozondjupa region, agricul-
ture authorities recently reported.

Despite outbreak of the red locust 
officials said it was too early to link 
the infestation to locust swarms 
wreaking havoc in East Africa since 
last year in a migration that started 
in the Middle East.

Margaret Kalo, ministry spokesper-
son said though summer harvesting 
season has been completed, the 
red locusts pose a serious threat 
to winter crops such as wheat and 
barley as well as livestock grazing 
areas, she said.

The latest red locust invasion fol-
lows a similar outbreak in February 
in the Zambezi region, named after 
Africa’s fourth largest river, which 
overlaps parts of Namibia, Angola, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana.

The large grasshopper species, 
which is marked by bright red 
wings, is common to sub-Saharan 
Africa and breeds abundantly un-
der drought conditions followed by 
rain and rapid vegetation growth.

Youth challenged to protect envi-
ronment

The environmental commissioner 
in the Ministry of Environment, For-
estry and Tourism, Timoteus Mufeti 
has urged youth to take a strong 
interest in environmental protection 
activities.

“As young people, you are the 
backbone of the country and you 
must be prepared to play your part 
in environmental protection. 

“What we see today in Namibia is 
worrisome, as many young people 
are not taking an interest in envi-
ronmental protection. So, you are 
called upon to become responsible 
people,” Mufeti said.

Mufeti said authorities are currently 
in the process of revising the For-
est Act, which will include a clause 
prohibiting the unsustainable use of 
forest resources.
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Stop importing maize and mahangu - Kavhura
…as farmers are challenges to 

improve production

 egislator Petrus Kavhura 
 believes that the country does
  not need to import maize and 
mahangu, as there is enough land, labour 
and water in the country.

Contributing to the ministry of agricul-
ture’s dryland cropping programme bud-
get in parliament, Kavhura buttressed his 
call citing that mahangu is a major staple 
food for over 50 percent of the country’s 
population.

“So far, we have not given Mahangu the 
significance it deserves,” he remarked, 
adding that the crop adapts well and can 
be produced in Zambezi, Kavango East, 
Kavango West, Ohangwena, Omusati, 
Oshana, Oshikoto and parts of Otjozond-
jupa regions.

L For the 2020/21 financial year, govern-
ment allocated an amount of N$1.3 billion 
towards agriculture, water and forest-
ry, out of the total budget allocation, an 
amount of N$22 million has been ear-
marked towards the dryland cropping 
programme.

This comes at the backdrop of the Ag-
ronomic Board Annual Report 2017/18 
indicating that Namibia imported about 
96 percent of its fruits, while maize im-
ports hovered around 50 percent, over 
the years.  However, Kavhura stressed 
that productivity is far below its potential, 
highlighting that statistics indicate that 
what the nation produces and consumes 
is not consistent. 

Kavhura suggested that the situation can 
be changed if government empowers ru-

ral communities through agriculture and 
by budgeting enough towards the dryland 
cropping programme. 
“The current amount of N$22 million is 
not enough, and I doubt whether we can 
achieve the intended objectives. If we 
want to achieve the intended results and 
to stop the import, of especially mahan-
gu, what we need to do is to prioritise the 
procurement of tractors,” Kavhura said.  

Meanwhile President Hage Geingob, in 
his state of the nation address in April 
2019, said 162 tractors were deployed to 
provide subsidized agricultural plough-
ing services to communal farmers. Fur-
thermore, additional tractors are to be 
acquired to ensure each crop-producing 
constituency is serviced by a minimum of 
four tractors from the current average of 
two tractors per constituency. 
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Schlettwein bemoans Red Line budget 
allocation
 uthorities in the ministry of 
 agriculture have bemoaned the 
 budget allocation for the con-
struction of a border between Namibia 
and Angola. Calle Schlettwein, the Min-
ister of Agriculture, Water and Land Re-
form, said the current N$15 million bud-
getary allocation for the construction of 
Red Line is not sufficient.

Schlettwein told the National Assem-
bly that the veterinary cordon fence also 
known as the red line, in its current state 
is more than an animal disease control 
barrier as it has become a political and 
socio-economic barrier that continues to 
divide the country into two distinct econ-
omies.

“In order to address this, the ideal solu-
tion would be the construction of a fence 
along the border between Namibia and 
Angola, but that the N$15 million allocat-
ed for this purpose in the 2020/21 finan-
cial year is not sufficient to commence 

A with the construction of a double-stock 
proof fence over 450km,” the minister 
said.

The main objective of this project is to fa-
cilitate access to domestic, regional and 
international formal markets for the agri-
cultural commodities and products pro-
duced in the northern areas of the country 
north of the Veterinary Cordon Fence.

Schlettwein further said his ministry plans 
to implement activities that would miti-
gate the negative effects of the red line, 
which was one one of the resolutions of 
the Second National Land Conference.

Some of these activities include beef 
value chain development in the northern 
communal area, which entails the con-
struction of abattoirs in the area at an es-
timated cost of N$75 million.

Another activity is the implementation of a 
livestock restocking scheme, which would 

have provided subsidies to livestock pro-
ducers procuring breeding stock, to ben-
efit 14 805 cattle producers who suffered 
heavy losses during the 2018/19 drought. 
At a 40 perccent subsidy rate, the budget 
required for the scheme is estimated at 
N$118 million for bulls and N$888 million 
for cows/heifers.

The ministry also intends to carry out the 
dry land crop production programme, 
aimed at enhancing crop production and 
productivity as well as increasing food se-
curity through the provision of subsidized 
agricultural inputs and services in the Ka-
vango East, Kavango West, Zambezi, Ku-
nene North, Omusati, Oshana, Oshikoto, 
Ohangwena, Otjozondjupa and Omaheke 
regions.

Meanwhile, the ministry was allocated 
an agriculture and land reform budget of 
N$2,2 billion, including a water provision 
budget of N$929 million.
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Drought stalks Aminuis farmers By ALBERTINA NAKALE

 espite the fact that most parts of 
 Namibia have received goods 
 rains and promising grazing, 
Aminuis constituency in the Omaheke 
region continues to feel the pinch of per-
sistent drought.

With the prolonged drought in Aminuis, 
more than 400 livestock have died as 
farmers watch their animals helplessly 
succumb to famine.

Livestock farming is the main source of 
income in the constituency and there are 
auction pens at Corridor 13, Onderomba-
pa, Aminuis, Leonardville, and Farm Mon-
ica.

Such persistent drought has severely af-
fected livestock auctions, which are nor-
mally held on a rotational basis at the 
different places to cater for the needs of 
the farmers. Constituency councillor Peter 
Kazongominja in an interview with New 
Era yesterday said that in the second week 
of December they received good showers.

D “But to our disappointment, the rain has 
disappeared, only little showers come 
our way now. We are still waiting for rain, 
although we are not as bad as we were 
in December. The grass that had grown 
since December has since dried up due 
to sun heat. Mopane worms also attacked 
and destroyed trees, making the situa-
tion worse for livestock to graze,” Kazon-
gominja said.

He noted the farmers are still not happy, 
as they are hoping the rains will still come. 
He said the livestock are still yet to recover 
from the drought, although the mortalities 
have minimised compared to last year’s 
fatalities.

According to him, the farmers are still in 
need of animal fodder. He said the last 
consignment of animal fodder was last 
delivered in December. “Whatever assis-
tance comes our way; we will really appre-
ciate it. Farmers are no longer in a position 
to buy fodder,” he said.

Late last year, the Omaheke Region-
al Council distributed 58 x 50kg bags of 
fodder, 58 x 20kg boxes of nutrient blocks 
and 58 bales of grass, valued at N$38 918.

The beneficiaries each received three 
bales of grass, three boxes of nutrient 
blocks and three bags of fodder, as well 
as 20kg of maize meal and five tins of 
fish from the drought relief programme. In 
terms of drought food relief, he noted they 
still receive food rations such as maize, 
cooking oil and tinned fish.
However, he bemoaned that the transport 
issue remains a challenge, as the food is 
delivered late to the beneficiaries. He also 
fears that if food is kept too long in the 
warehouse, then they might get spoiled 
without benefiting the needy communities.
Hence, he appealed to the Omaheke Re-
gional Council to improve the transport 
logistic chain for food to be delivered on 
time.

SOURCE: New Era
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System absorb Unam Vet School’s first intake 
graduates 
 abinet has reportedly approved 
 the Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
 and Land Reform’s request for 
permission to create 100 veterinarian po-
sitions to absorb unemployed veterinari-
an graduates in the country.

The decision includes accommodating 
students who graduated as part of the 
University of Namibia’s School of Veteri-
nary Medicine’s first intake in 2017, which 
was established to fill the skills gap in the 
country.

The deputy minister of agriculture, water 
and land reform Anna Shiweda  revealed 
that the ministry currently has 78 state vet 
positions, most of which are filled by ex-
patriates, mainly from Zimbabwe.

“Out of the 78 positions, 65 are entry po-
sitions, while 13 are on promotional posi-
tions and only four positions are currently 
vacant. 

“This came about due to the end of one 

C expatriate’s contract, retirement and pro-
motions. These positions are budgeted 
for and will be filled during the current fi-
nancial year,” Shiweda said.

She said the failure of the government to 
absorb the graduates was due to the fact 
that there were no vacancies at the time: 
“the concerned graduates made their re-
quest for employment”.

The ministry therefore earlier this year 
presented a submission to Cabinet seek-
ing authorisation and clearance to create 
51 additional positions for state veteri-
narians, she said. This request, Shiwe-
da said, was approved and the ministry 
also requested the creation of another 51 
positions. “Consultation in this regard is 
still ongoing. In the meantime, the min-
istry has made budgetary provisions for 
the filling of 18 additional positions during 
the current financial year once approval is 
granted,” Shiweda said.

She called on the private sector to absorb 

some of the veterinarian graduates to 
ease the burden on the government.



 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | July - September 2020 



                                                                                                                                                                          11 Namibian Farmer | July - September 2020   www.namibianfarming.com 

Achieve more from your feed with KEENAN and 
InTouch feed management technology
 ince its inception, KEENAN, 
 based in Borris, Co. Carlow, has 
 offered tailor-made solutions 
to enhance farm profitability. A renewed 
energy has been invested into design, 
innovation and technology since joining 
the Alltech family, to ensure the KEENAN 
offering exceeds the demands of tomor-
row’s agricultural requirements. With 
advances in precision farming, com-
bined with thorough customer feedback, 
KEENAN has evolved from a renowned 
manufacturer of diet feeders into an Ag-
ritech company, developing disruptive 
IoT technologies that are driving smarter, 
more profitable farming in more than 40 
countries.

Long synonymous with excellence in 
nutrition and driving animal perfor-
mance through optimising rumen health, 
KEENAN diet feeders are fitted with the 
KEENAN controller and InTouch, a feed 
management platform, which provides 
monitoring and optimization of herd 
health, ration formulation, weight gains/
yield, in addition to improving on-farm 
profits. 

Independent trials have consistently re-
vealed that the KEENAN mix retains the 

S fibre structure to stimulate rumination, al-
lowing greater absorption of energy, max-
imised feed conversion efficiency and ul-
timately maximum herd performance. 

“The KEENAN controller fitted to the diet 
feeder is very intuitive and simple to use. 
It tells the farmer step by step what feed 
mix to put in the machine and then re-
cords the exact input of feed mix in the 
machine, explains Robert Walker, CEO of 
KEENAN. The ease of using InTouch has 
been key to its success.”

“Difference in diet can be quickly iden-
tified, assessed and corrected through 
the InTouch system. If there is a mis-
take or a deterioration in animal per-
formance, the farmer is alerted, and an 
InTouch nutritionist will modify the diet 
accordingly, explains Walker.” 

“Working with KEENAN and InTouch feed 
management, farmers can achieve more 
from their feed. What they get in terms of 
actual production is 200 grams per head 
per day more beef on average across our 
system and a 16% increase in milk pro-
duction,” said Cathal Bohane, Head of 
InTouch Nutrition. 

The quality of mix the KEENAN diet feed-
ers produce, paired with the KEENAN 
controller and the InTouch feed manage-
ment platform, has positive consequential 
benefits for farmers under pressure to re-
duce the carbon footprint of their herd.

Walker explains, “If you can accurately 
prevent farmers from overfeeding ingre-
dients and get farmers to optimise their 
output, it means that they are more effi-
cient. More efficient farmers are going to 
be producing more milk using fewer re-
sources. 

KEENAN’s latest campaign, ‘The Result is 
in the Mix’, positions livestock farmers at 
the forefront of KEENAN’s core focus and 
is centred around their value proposition; 
delivering enhanced animal performance 
and herd health through superior mix 
quality and a consistent mix. 

The ethos of the campaign is to show-
case how KEENAN can effectively sup-
port farmers in their everyday life, help-
ing achieve better on-farm profitability, 
increased herd performance and a better 
work-life balance.
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Youth agricultural project gets Chinese support

A s part of China’s dedication and 
 support towards cementing 
 relations with Namibia, the Asian 
country has committed to boosts youth’s 
agricultural participation on the local 
economy.

Propelled by funding and assistance from 
the Chinese community in Namibia an 
initiative by Youth in Agriculture Namibia 
has successfully erected a garden at the 
Samaritan Network Centre, a community 
empowerment project situated in Okah-
andja in central Namibia.

This comes after Youth in Agriculture Na-
mibia embarked upon an initiative to es-
tablish agri-projects for youth and vulner-
able citizens around the country. 

Haikali Ndatulumukwa, executive chair-
man of Youth in Agriculture Namibia said 
the aim is to promote food production 
and sufficiency amid climate variability 
and impact of COVID-19. 

“It is good to witness that the young gen-
eration is having an interest in food pro-
duction and farming, a confident feeling 
toward the future of food security,” Ndat-
ulumukwa said Friday.

According to Ndatulumukwa, the project 
was propelled by funding and assistance 
from the Chinese community in Namibia. 

Ndatulumukwa said the seed funding 
from the Chinese community would fur-

ther ensure continuity, subsequently en-
abling the project to fulfill its goal of set-
ting up 20 projects across the country’s 
14 regions.

In the interim, Ndatulumukwa said that 
the project hopes to tap onto Chinese 
agricultural approaches, innovation and 
cooperation to catapult the project into a 
success.

“We wish to learn more from China on 
aspects such as technology in agriculture 
and modern ways of farming as well as 
food production,” Ndatulumukwa added.

Meanwhile the Chinese embassy politi-
cal counselor Yang Jun donated 21,000 
Namibian dollars (1,300 U.S. dollars) and 
300 seeds packs. The project also got a 
cash boost of 10,000 Namibian dollars 
from Hou Xizhong, who represented the 
Chinese business community.

“The donation from China enabled us to 
buy extra seeds and other equipment. It 
further grants us the chance to buy other 
items and erect more gardens for com-
munities,” Ndatulumukwa lauded.

The project also accorded the children a 
chance to become producers, which is in-
strumental for the centre’s soup kitchen, 
which benefits more than 300 children, 
said Steve Biko, regional councillor of 
Okahandja constituency.
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Tel: + 264 61 279 732  |  Cel: + 264 81 1620683  |  Fax: + 264 61 221 277

Email: sales2@spesbona.com.na  |  Web: www.spesbona.com.na  

Mahindra Bolero 2.5 NEF DE SC 4x2 
N$187 999.00.

Mahindra Bolero 2.5 NEF DE SC 4x4 
N$218 999.00
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Phosphate mining to bolster agriculture sector
 amibia Marine Phosphates 
 (NMP) is upbeat the country is 
 poised to be an exporter of 
phosphate and fertilisers products, once 
the Sandpiper marine phosphate mining 
project.

The company also believes the develop-
ment will also bolster the country’s agri-
cultural activity, as currently, much of the 
fertiliser consumed in Namibia is import-
ed.

NMP has cited that the country has one 
of the world’s largest undeveloped phos-
phate resources, stands to benefit from 
the development of a phosphate project 
and fertiliser industry that will support 
many sectors, including agriculture, min-
ing and employment.

The Sandpiper project could be the first 

N “building block” for developing a fertiliser 
industry in Namibia, according to NMP.

However, since 2012, environmental ob-
jections to the Sandpiper project have im-
peded its progress.

In the interim, NMP has been able to ad-
just its proposed mining method to cater 
for more modern technology, says NMP 
Chief Operations Officer (COO), Mike 
Woodburn. 

“There have been several adjustments 
to the project from its original proposal,” 
said Woodburn.

He says that, in terms of dredging equip-
ment, autonomous and remote controlled 
underwater vehicles can be used to assist 
in positioning ships and seabed trawling 
to obtain monitoring information over long 

periods of time without the need for ex-
pensive support vessels.

On shore, he notes, there has been a ma-
jor development in the past five years with 
the expansion of the Walvis Bay port and 
the construction of the Southern African 
Development Community bulk gateway 
terminal which also serves as the primary 
oil terminal. This will assist NMP in dock-
ing its ships, offloading concentrate and 
establishing its land-based processing 
plant.

In addition, NMP Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), Chris Jordinson says the company 
has secured, in principle, an allocation of 
port land from Namport, thereby enabling 
it to, in future (once a contractual land 
allocation has been granted) develop its 
processing plant.

NEWS
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CORPORATE NEWS

Agricultural Equipment & Machines

TIME TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS!

Visit our website
for more machines

www.zhauns.co.za
Tel: +27 (0) 21 447 3665

un-refined
oil

Pellet Machines Flour Crushing Machines

Egg & Fruit
Tray Machines

Chicken
Incubators

Chicken Layer
Cages

Oil Press
Machines

Egg & FruitEgg & FruitEgg & Fruit
Tray MachinesTray MachinesTray Machines

Egg & FruitEgg & FruitEgg & Fruit
Tray Machines

Egg & FruitEgg & FruitEgg & Fruit

Bokomo acquires stake in Tongaat Hullet
 amibia has given Tongaat Hulett the go ahead to sale 
 of its sugar packaging and distribution business to 
 Bokomo Namibia.

The Competition Commission has given Tongaat Hulett, go 
ahead to sale of its sugar packaging and distribution business to 
Bokomo Namibia.

Tongaat said the proposed transaction was subject to temporary 
stopping conditions, the last of which was the Namibian Compe-
tition Commission approving the transaction. 

The development comes after the agriculture and agri-process-
ing business entered into a sale agreement with Bokomo in No-
vember last year to sell its 51 percent stake in the business for 
R220 million, with the proceeds from the sale expected to re-
duce the group’s debt of around R13 billion. 

N “Shareholders are advised that all the suspense conditions have 
now been fulfilled. In terms of the sale agreement, the effective 
transfer of the business arises with effect from July 1, 2020, and 
the purchase consideration of R220m was settled on July 1,” the 
group said. 

Last year, Tongaat announced intentions to cut its debt by 
R8.1bn by March 2021, to achieve the target, the company was 
to sell its non-core assets and core assets. 

The asset disposal has gathered steam under the chief execu-
tive Gavin Hudson, and last month Tongaat also announced the 
sale of Tambankulu Estates to Eswatini’s Public Service Pen-
sions Fund for R375m in a share purchase agreement. 

Tambankulu, which the group acquired in 1998, is an agri-busi-
ness that consists of 3 767 hectares of fully irrigated land under 
sugar cane producing 62 000 tons of sucrose a year.
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Norsad Finance injects finance into Grobank
 orsad Finance has provided 
 R150m medium-term facility 
 to Grobank, a South African spe-
cialised commercial agricultural bank fo-
cusing on the full value-chain of the food 
and agriculture sector from farm to table.

The impact investor providing structured 
financing solutions to mid-market growth 
companies in Southern Africa completed 
the deal in March, Zubair Suliman, Invest-
ment Director at Norsad Finance said.

“We are delighted to partner Grobank 
in their strategy to support the full val-
ue-chain of the food and agriculture sec-
tor. 

“Agribusiness is one of the mainstays of 
the South African economy and this facil-
ity further strengthens food security and 
generates foreign income through ex-
ports,” said Suliman, citing that the facility 
is Norsad’s second investment in South 
Africa.

The deal further supports Norsad’s di-
versification across the Southern Africa 
region, as integrated agriculture and fi-
nancial institutions are amongst Norsad’s 

N
preferred sectors. So far, Norsad Finance 
has a portfolio of investments within these 
sectors in other SADC countries including 
Angola, Botswana, eSwatini, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and Zim-
babwe.  

Norsad’s investment in Grobank is ear-
marked for expansion of the agricultural 
banking business, supporting Grobank’s 
strategy in the sector.

As an impact investor, food security and 
financial inclusion are at the core of Nor-
sad’s objectives.

This is also aligned with the Southern Afri-
can Development Community (SADC) Re-
gional Indicative Strategic Development 
Plan (RISDP) on sustainable food securi-
ty and the UN Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) on Zero Hunger.

“Grobank is proud of its association with 
Norsad and honoured to partner with an 
institution that is equally passionate as we 
are about the food and agricultural space. 
We look forward to build and strengthen 
this partnership to ultimately benefit the 
sector and contribute to food security 
across the continent,” said Bennie van 
Rooy, Chief Executive Officer of Grobank. 
Commenting on the development, Meraki 
Capital financial advisor and funding ar-
ranger to Grobank on the facility applaud-
ed the deal. 

“In support of its food and business of-
fering, this transaction strengthens Gro-
bank’s ability to invest in the world’s 
largest and arguably its most important 
market, agriculture, especially with the re-
newed focus on food security, socio-eco-
nomic progress and sustainability,” said 
Marisa Meyer, Managing Director at Mer-
aki Capital. 

CORPORATE NEWS
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COVID-19 impact on agriculture: assessment of 
recovery efforts
 t a time when Africa’s COVID-19 
 caseload was at over 300,000 
 cases and close to 10,000 
deaths, governments introduced several 
containment measures like lockdowns 
and border closures to prevent further 
spread.

The virus and accompanying restrictions 
have greatly impacted livelihoods and 
businesses in both the government and 
private sector. Sectors like transport, 
travel and tourism have been badly hit by 
border closures and restrictions on move-
ment.

This article specifically explores the im-
pact on agriculture and looks at how Afri-
ca’s development partners are supporting 
efforts to help individuals and enterprises 
recover.

WHY AFRICUTURE?

The restrictions imposed to prevent 
spread of the coronavirus caused disrup-
tions in food chains, which in turn poses 
a twin threat of exacerbating poverty and 
hunger in vulnerable populations. Millions 
of people in rural areas rely on subsis-
tence farming for their food and supple-
mentary income.

“Agriculture contributes 65 percent of 
Africa’s employment and 75 percent of 
its domestic trade. However, the rich po-
tential of agriculture as a tool to promote 
food security and fight poverty is at risk 
from the effects of COVID-19,” former 
African leaders Olusegun Obasanjo and 
Hailemariam Desalegn said in explaining 
why COVID response should address ag-
riculture.

And yet several factors including locust 
invasions, floods and insecurity in parts of 
Africa have contributed to a growing food 
insecurity crisis.

Thankfully, a number of African countries 
placed agriculture in the essential ser-
vices category and made efforts to keep 
borders, ports open for cargo.

HOW COVID AFFECTED FARMERS

Measures taken by governments to pre-
vent the spread of the coronavirus have 
affected transport, which in turn impacts 
many other processes in the food chain. 

A Access to markets be it to buy inputs 
or sell outputs has been heavily hit and 
farmers say they have been forced to sell 
produce at giveaway prices.

“Governments are rolling out large-scale 
campaigns against the coronavirus, and 
battle plans should include measures 
aimed at lessening the shocks to their 
food supply chains,” FAO’s Chief Econ-
omist Maximo Torero Cullen recently 
warned.

The Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) warned in 2019 that up to 250 mil-
lion people in Africa are considered to be 
extremely food insecure.

Border closures and restrictions negative-
ly affect global food trade. “One of every 
five calories people eat have crossed at 
least one international border, up more 
than 50 percent from 40 years ago,” To-
rero explained.

Countries like Kenya which export vege-
tables and flowers to the European Union 
are reeling from reduced demand for their 
produce.

“Supply disruptions have been isolated; 
however, logistics are under pressure and 
costs are being driven up by travel re-
strictions, border checks, curfews, delays 
caused by staff shortages, and a general 
reduction in volume,” a McKinsey report 
said this month.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

FAO’s Torero believes governments have 
a significant role to play in helping small-
holder farmers recover from the COVID-19 
disruptions.

“Temporary cash handouts for poor farm-
ers are essential, as well as grant to re-
start production. Banks can waive fees 
on farmers’ loans and extend payment 
deadlines.”

“Governments can during the emergency 
make a point of purchasing agricultural 
products from small farmers to establish 
strategic emergency reserves for humani-
tarian purposes.”

COLLABORATION AND INTEGRATION

Munu who also works with the Economic 

Policy Research Center in Uganda says 
at a regional level, East African countries 
have done well with policy implementa-
tion.

“What they’ve done in terms of promot-
ing agriculture is trade, extending market 
access, for instance in the East African 
communities, implementing the common 
markets which allows free movement of 
goods and services across the member 
states.”

Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda and other East 
African nations have also collaborated in 
their Covid response, jointly tackling is-
sues like testing of truck drivers at border 
points and tracking of cargo/drivers. 

AfDB’s support is hinged on ownership of 
the agricultural agenda by national gov-
ernments.

“The other aspect that is critical is re-
gional integration. More than ever supply 
chains will need to be resilient to be able 
to provide nutritious food to Africa’s pop-
ulations, hence regional coordination is 
important to ensure that regional trade for 
food is enhanced, as well as, increased 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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marketable surplus for value addition,” 
Toda said.

AfDB’s COMMITMENT TO 
AGRICULTURE

African Development Bank (AfDB) is sup-
porting African governments and busi-
nesses, with an aim of lessening the eco-
nomic and social impact of COVID-19.

“There is also a framework that is be-
ing developed for emergency oper-
ations, called the FEED AFRICA RE-
SPONSE TO COVID-19 (FAREC) and this 
includes short, medium longer term op-
tions to structure our support to Region-
al Member countries,” Atsuko Toda, the 
director of Agriculture Finance and Rural 
Development Department at AFDB said.

“Supporting farmers to help them afford 
inputs is a very good investment. That is 
why the Bank is advocating input support 
in our emergency interventions.” Through 
its Feed Africa strategy, AfDB has been 
supporting companies like the Moroccan 
phosphate company across Africa, espe-
cially to increase the capacity of produc-
tion for Office Chérifien des Phosphates 
(OCP) to serve the African fertilizers mar-
ket.

Special consideration has also been made 
for countries fighting the pandemic along-
side pre-existing security headaches.
o support vulnerable communities in the 
Sahel region (Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, 
Chad and Mauritania) where governments 

are fighting extremists. Somalia’s Covid 
response has also been supported by the 
bank with $2.6m, specifically to finance 
water and sanitation programs.

CHALLENGES

Martin Luther Munu, an economist at the 
Institute for Globalisation and Internation-
al Regulation IGIR says Africa’s agricul-
tural policies are affected by inadequate 
political will to improve the sector.
“Africa is not a very integrated continent 
like the EU where the common agricul-
tural policy is very strong and has a huge 
response to the crisis,” Munu said.

“We have the 2014 Malabo declaration, 
where the AU members committed to al-
locate 10% their national budget to agri-
culture, but this has never been realised.”
AfDB says lockdowns and other Covid 
mitigating measures also affected the 
speed at which it could implement proj-
ects, especially with the private sector.

“We have to also keep in mind that it’s a 
big change, everything came very quickly 
and very rapidly and reallocating the food 
allocation within a couple of weeks, rede-
signing the whole strategy within a couple 
weeks for the whole year in order to cope 
with the crisis, it’s been a big success for 
the bank to do that,” Eren Kelekçi, the 
bank’s Chief of Private Sector and Blend-
ed Finance Investment Agriculture and 
Rural Finance Division said.

The Covid crisis has caused many Afri-

can countries to take on even more debt, 
allocating borrowed resources to health, 
logistics and communication. Even be-
fore the pandemic, many experts warned 
against the scale of Africa’s debt and 
non-governmental organisations have 
been petitioning lenders to forgive some 
of the debt. Many of Africa’s lenders like 
China however opted for debt relief, to 
enable countries to allocate resources in 
the fight against Covid.

AfDB believes that efforts to relieve gov-
ernments of financial strain through its in-
terventions would go a long way in help-
ing them manage their debt obligations.

“From the private sector perspective, it is 
not something we not are looking at con-
fidently. We might read just the cash flow 
projections and ease a little bit in terms of 
payment deadlines maybe,” Kelekçi said.
The World Health Organisation has ad-
vised countries to work towards learning 
to live with the coronavirus. This means 
that governments must draw long-term 
plans to cushion affected individuals and 
communities.

Restrictions on movement and travel 
must be steadily lifted so farmers can 
have uninterrupted access to markets. 
Efforts of partners like the African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB) to provide financ-
ing and inputs like fertilisers to cushion 
farmers who risk losing their produce, 
incomes and life’s work because of fac-
tors like coronavirus, floods, locusts and 
insecurity among others.
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Accelerate the Adoption of Solar Refrigeration 
in Namibia
    nnovative energy efficient off-grid 
    refrigeration solutions are becoming 
    increasingly popular because they 
can increase food security, reduce food 
wastage and mitigate CO2 emissions as 
well as generate possible economic ben-
efits for rural communities. 

Even when milk, meat and vegetables are 
plentiful, communal farmers rarely have 
access to cooling appliances and are left 
outside of the cold chain. Improved ac-
cess to energy-efficient, off-grid appropri-
ate refrigeration can immediately and sig-
nificantly improve the lives and livelihoods 
of our communal and emerging farmers.

 In addition to access to fresh food, refrig-
eration  extends the viability of life-saving 
medicines and vaccines.

The technical score is that the size of a 
solar panel required to power a best in-
class off-grid refrigerator is nine times 
smaller than what is required to power a 
conventional refrigerator. Regarding ener-
gy consumption, every refrigerator takes 
a surge of energy to start up.  This is the 
same with solar refrigeration, but the dif-
ference is that the start-up wattage of a 
DC appliance is significantly lower than 
that of an AC one.

Energy storage remains a challenge 
both in cost and capacity, but alternative 
groundbreaking technologies are already 
on the Namibian market. It is possible to 
have a 12V DC refrigerator powered with-
out batteries, using 50-80W PV modules 
as a source of energy plus the ice stor-
age technology of the appliance, to get 
+ 4°C..+12°C cooling temperature range 
at ambient temperatures ranging +16°C - 
+40°C. 

In conclusion, the importance of taking 
care of our environment should not come 
short, hence the shift to CO2 mitigating 
refrigerants for these appliances.  

Moira Alberts, Managing Director & 
Co-Founder of Taatisolar. 

I
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HYUNDAI MACHINERY NAMIBIA (HMN),  
are now also dealers of the magnificent AGRONIC 
820 & 1220 MultiBalers that can ensile forage in 
chopped or processed form, in wrapped bales, ready 
for use and easy to transport. Quality of feed is  
ensured through the highest oxygen removal rate  
of any ensiling (‘kuilvoer’) process. 

1 Year Warranty on machines & spares.

& Steven Marnewick 
081 404 7930 

UNIT 2 • QE PARK  
NELSON MANDELA AVE  
SWAKOPMUND

steven@hmn.com.na 
admin@hmn.com.na
www.hmn.com.na

AGRONIC
MultiBalers now  
available in Namibia!
For more info contact:

To see all our Excavators, Loaders, Rollers & TLB’s   
please visit www.hmn.com.na or better still, visit us in  
Swakopmund at Unit 2, QE Park, Nelson Mandela Ave.

Magnificent baler technology

      hen it comes to silage 
      making, there are various 
      options available to farmers 
and consumers eg. conventional dry 
bales, silo bags and bunkers, but one 
method produces superior quality with 
the lowest loss, has the longest shelf life 
(3 years) and can be transported direct-
ly off the land. The method I am talking 
about is the wrapped bales made by 
AGRONIC MultiBalers.

Magnificent baler technology, developed 
& produced in Finland & the Netherlands, 
brought to Namibia through HMN (Hyun-
dai Machinery Namibia) in partnership 
with Saxeni Agric of South Africa.

NB: The key to successful silage is 
the efficient elimination of oxygen and 
great compaction which these ma-
chines do exceptionally well.

These machines are extremely versatile 
and any chopped material can be suc-
cessfully baled from maize, soya, lucerne, 
wheat, barley, teff, hay, grass, TMR (total 
mixed ration), alfalfa, pulp, wood chips or 
any other material that might meet your 
requirements!

Feed packed in bales with AGRONIC 
MultiBalers have been scientifically prov-
en to generate a higher yield in milk and 
meat production when compared to feed 
from silos and it maintains its high palat-
ability and doesn’t degrade much due to 
exposure. Of all silage storage methods 
available, the wrapped bales from Agron-
ic machines have the highest measured 

W compaction. We found high yields in lu-
cerne with a protein content of 29%.

Diesel costs are kept low through baling 
whilst cutting/chopping in the field espe-
cially if the PTO (power take off) is con-
nected directly behind the tractor/chop-
per in tandem but can also be done next 
to the chopper. 

The other main advantage of this method 
is the ease and quantity that can be load-
ed and transported between destinations, 
which is handy, especially under the cur-
rent drought conditions. Up to 34 ton can 
be loaded on a Link truck and the feed is 
already wrapped and can easily be sold 
per bale.

The actual feed loss during bale making & 
transport is minimal (less than 4%) whilst 
conventional feed loss during transport 
& storage can be up to 30%. In the past 
one could not easily buy forage, but now 
silage can be made on your farm for you. 

A 10 ha area that normally takes around a 
week to harvest and place in bunkers can 
now be baled and stored within 24 hours.

The worse drought in over 150 years in 
some areas has made silage the logical 
alternative to feeding domestic & game 
animals. What used to cost N$6000/ton 
in Winter can now be delivered at NS500 
to N$1400/ton. A significant saving with 
the added benefit of longer storage life.

We currently have two MultiBaler ma-
chines on the market namely the 820 & 
1220 models, both able to produce up to 
40 bales/hour. The 820 model produces 
a bale weighing 350 - 400kg (depending 
on material), that is 85cm wide with a 85 
- 90cm diameter, whilst the 1220 model 
produces a bale of 750 - 850kg, that is 1m 
wide and a 105 - 120cm diameter.

Both machines are equipped with its own 
hydraulic systems and only needs a PTO 
in front of the machine. For the 820 mod-
el a tractor of 80 - 85 HP horsepower is 
needed, whilst for the 1220 model a trac-
tor/PTO of 100 - 110 HP is required.

Make the intelligent move to silage mak-
ing and visit www.hmn.com.na

Text compiled & written by Gys Gijsbers
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

Get smart or go hungry, SADC warned
By TIRI MASAWI, EGLINE TAUYA 

 outhern African countries must 
 urgently establish a drought 
 response fund and invest in ear-
ly warning systems to enhance region-
al food security, Namibia’s Agriculture, 
Water and Land Resettlement Minister, 
Calle Schlettwein, has told The Southern 
Times.

Schlettwein’s wake-up to the region came 
as ministers responsible for agriculture, 
food security, fisheries and aquaculture in 
Southern Africa recently reviewed guide-
lines developed by the SADC Secretariat 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Soon to be presented to the Council of 
Ministers, the guidelines provide SADC 
members with measures to avoid disrup-
tion to food supply chains and associated 
livelihoods resulting from the impact of 
COVID-19.

The guidelines provide measures to mi-
nimise disruption to farming operations, 
and enable access to production inputs, 
including critical emergency veterinary 
drugs. The measures include ways to 
reach markets for farming households.

S This week, Minister Schlettwein told The 
Southern Times that while some SADC 
members expected reasonable cereal 
harvests, the disruptions caused by the 
novel coronavirus outbreak had been a 
wake-up call for a region that has for long 
largely relied on food imports.

Successive years of drought in sever-
al countries have been compounded by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which has cut 
agricultural production across the world 
and thrown spanners into the logistical 
aspects of moving food across borders.

Schlettwein said, “It has not been an easy 
year because we have had to rely heav-
ily on supplementing food, especially 
grain, to those affected by the prolonged 
drought.

“This be as it may, the current situation 
has also been a wake-up call for SADC 
member states to start producing enough 
for consumption and stop relying on food 
imports.

“The other major challenge we faced as a 
region is that we do not have proper early 
warning systems and figuratively speak-
ing, all we do is look at the sky (to try and 
determine) whether there will be rain or 
not.”

Angola, Botswana, Namibia, South Afri-
ca and Zimbabwe are all emerging from 
a prolonged El Niño-induced dry spell in-
terspersed with flooding that has wreaked 
havoc on crops, livestock and infrastruc-
ture.

“It is imperative that in as much as we 
work together as a region in improving 
food production, we cumulatively contrib-
ute to the food security situation of our 
region. We are stronger as a region and 
indeed as a continent but that can only 
work if we are producing enough as mem-
ber states,” Schlettwein added.

The Namibian minister said SADC needed 
long-term, sustainable plans to deal with 
recurring calamities.
“Drought has been an on and off scenario 
in the region … This simply means that we 
can not rely on rainfall alone and we need 
to come up with plans that subvert effects 
of droughts.

“One such area is the implementation of 

agriculture mechanisation as well irriga-
tion in member states, so agricultural pro-
duction is pretty much all-year rather than 
seasonal.” He said greater focus should 
be placed on growing drought resistant 
crops.

Schlettwein and his counterparts across 
SADC recently noted that COVID-19 
could lead to a decline in the nutritional 
status of vulnerable populations due to a 
reduction in household food security and 
access to clean water, sanitation and hy-
giene services.
Disruption to supply chains through 
blockages on transport routes, transport 
restrictions and quarantine measures 
have been resulting in significant increas-
es in food loss and waste, particularly for 
perishable produce like fruits, vegetables, 
fish, meat and dairy products.

Labour shortages caused by restrictions 
on movements at production, processing, 
transportation and retailing of agricultur-
al produce have been another bottleneck 
to food security brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

This plethora of issues has seen SADC 
ministers, with support from the UN Food 
and Agricultural Organisation, to set up 
guidelines on food security.

The strategies include supporting labour 
migration toward ensuring the uninter-
rupted harvesting of crops; and promot-
ing measures to increase shelf-life of 
agricultural produce. Ministers are also 
looking at ways of exempting bulk food 
transporters of from curfews.

These measures will be implemented in 
harmony with broader SADC guidelines 
on transport.

As part of these transport sector-spe-
cific guidelines, SADC members agreed 
to establish national transport and trade 
facilitation committees or use exist-
ing structures comprising officials from 
the ministries responsible for transport, 
health, police/army, and trade.

To this end, a Regional COVID-19 Trade 
and Transport Facilitation Cell has been 
created at SADC Secretariat level.
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PHOSPHATE SUPPLEMENTATION IN THE 
GREEN SEASON By Claudia Mack Ruminant Nutritionist 

 upplementary feeding to cattle 
 and sheep can increase your 
 turnover. However, when used 
incorrectly advantages can be dimin-
ished. It is therefore important to make 
sure which type of supplementation is 
best suited for the current season, your 
particular veld and your animals.

Why phosphorous/phosphate 
supplementation in the green season? 

In the summer months, also called the 
green season in Namibia, the most com-
mon lick used by small stock and large 
stock farmers is a salt and phosphate 
lick. Phosphate is a source of phos-
phorous. Research has shown that with 
green pastures in Namibia, the first lim-
iting nutrient is phosphorous. Phosphate 
supplementation is known to increase 
calving percentages and milk production, 
which subsequently leads to an increase 
in pre-weaning growth. It also allows 
the animal to reach its genetic potential 
regarding weight gain. A deficiency in 
phosphorous can also lead to a decrease 
in voluntary feed intake.

Phosphates also play an important role in 
the energy metabolism of the animal. Fur-
ther, phosphorous, together with calcium 

S is needed for the bone formation of the 
ruminant animal but it is important that it 
is supplemented in the correct ratio, tak-
ing into account that Namibian pastures 
and water are relatively high in calcium. A 
deficiency in both phosphorous and calci-
um may lead to osteoporosis and rickets.
Low phosphorous levels in the diet can 
lead to poor fertility, suboptimal growth 
in young animals and low live weight 
gains in adult animals. In some cases, low 
phosphorus intake can also be the cause 
of pica (animals start eating ground or 
bones).

Sheep inherently have a lower require-
ment for phosphorous than cattle as they 
have evolved to select the growing parts 
of plants which are higher in phospho-
rous.

Feedmaster’s Futterfos is especially for-
mulated to meet ruminants’ vitamin and 
mineral requirements in the green season 
on Namibian pastures. As most of Namib-
ia’s soils (especially in the Sandveld area) 
are high in calcium, which suppresses the 
absorption of phosphorous, a more suit-
ed calcium to phosphorous ratio of 1:1 
is used. Further, this product contains a 
mineral and vitamin premix best suited 
for ruminant animal requirements. The mi-

cro-mineral specification of this product 
is substantially higher than the traditional 
levels usually required by Act 36. 

40kg of Futterfos is mixed with 50kg 
of salt in order to obtain a P6 lick. The 
salt component controls the intake of 
the lick. For cattle the intake is around 
100-300 g per day, and for sheep it is 
between 17-50 g per day, depending on 
animal age, animal frame size and veld 
type.

Futterfos is absolutely urea free and thus 
safe for the use during the rainy season. 
New changes were made with the inclu-
sion of a highly soluble MCP 23 with ex-
cellent bioavailability and Futterfos there-
fore no longer contains any non-protein 
nitrogen (NPN) sources. 

The nutritionists at Feedmaster are happy 
to assist you and custom fit the right feed 
and supplements for your animals and 
circumstances. Please feel free to give 
us a call!

Tel: +264 61 290 1300
Fax: +264 61 290 1313
info@feedmaster.com.na
www.feedmaster.com.na
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FUTTERFOS is a trace mineral and mineral supplement 
for optimal performance under Namibian grazing condi-
tions.
» Increases general animal production under green

grazing conditions.
» Improves fertility of both male and female ruminants.
» The inclusion of zinc and selenium improves semen

quality and uterine health.
» Increases weight gain of young growing animals on

natural grazing.

FUTTERFOS P6, the convenient ready-mixed version 
of Feedmaster Futterfos P14 concentrate, contains a 
combination of MCP and MAP – sources with the highest 
bio-availability of phosphate.

» More than just a phosphate, P6 contains a trace min-
eral mixture specially formulated for the rainy season.

» Developed from Namibian research results.
» An over-abundance of Ca hinders the absorption

of P and other trace minerals (iron, iodine, zinc and
manganese), while the Namibian sandveld already
contains an overabundance of Ca in relation to P.
Therefore the 1:1 ratio Ca:P of Futterfos P6 helps to
rectify this imbalance.

VEEFOS P12 additionally supplies all the trace minerals 
needed by animals in the rainy season. 
» Therefore this product ensures improved weight gain.
» Improved fertility.
» Increased resistance to diseases.

Scientifically formulated to care for your livestock ...

Balanced phosphate products 
for the rainy season

Tel: +264 61 290 1300  |   info@feedmaster.com.na
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OUR PRODUCT RANGE:
Ÿ Insulated Panels (Polyurethane (pur)/ 

Polystyrene)
Ÿ Cold and Freezer Rooms
Ÿ IBR Insulated Roof Panels
Ÿ Mortuary Cabinets and Rooms
Ÿ Telecommunication Shelters
Ÿ Modular Buildings

DALUCON'S LATEST ADDITION!!
With a monthly capacity of 40 000m², 
manufacture panels of 16.5 meter, with no 
joints, making this the longest and the
ultimate in the latest EU Technology, 
now in South Africa!

Email: info@dalucon.co.za
Tel: +27 12 661 8480 / 1 /2
Web: www.dalucon.co.za

Shelter Containers

Telecoms Shelters

Cold rooms
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