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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Shield us from both hunger and the virus

 s we enter the second quarter 
 of the year, a dark cloud – 
 COVID-19 is hovering over us, 
the virus is threatening our already chal-
lenged agriculture value chain.

Perennial droughts and limited financing 

A
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

to move most farmers to mechanised 
farming are some of the challenges al-
ready facing the farming community.

Another aspect is climate change. The 
local agriculture sector is not insulated 
against this global challenge of changing 
weather patterns, authorities and stake-
holders harbor a lot of headaches over 
this.

Now COVID-19, though a health chal-
lenge, the virus’ impact is far reaching 
touching every corner of the economy, 
as it requires people to limit movements, 
to trace infected individuals – basically 
meaning no work is done, not every pro-
duce with reach to the market easily.

With this dilemma facing us, the agricul-
ture season especial for peasant farmers 
that use mostly manual labour has been 
done a heavy blow. Some farmers are 
likely find themselves with stale products 
due to one reason or another – failure to 
get authorities permission on time, break-
down with no mechanics to attend on 
time, and many others.

However, we are hoping authorities will 
swiftly deal with any arising challenge and 
ensure farmers get the best and desired 

service during this challenge time.

We cannot afford to have business as 
usual. Things will need to happen more 
efficiently, with a watchful eye on the 
movement of agriculture produces during 
the COVID-19 lockdowns or monitoring 
phases, as the country fight the disease.

For authorities to emphasise free flow of 
food, as part of the COVID-19 strategic 
contingency plan brings hope to both the 
nation and the farming community.

Though we cannot avert crippling chal-
lenges to the economy, as a result of this 
dark cloud over us, we remain optimistic 
that the agriculture sector will not suffer a 
heavy dent post COVID-19.

Our plea is for authorities to open ears 
to each and every report and plea the 
farming community will make, in line with 
health practitioners’ recommendation to 
save the nation from both hunger and the 
disease.

Please remember to send us your com-
ments, letter and inquiries on
drewmara@gmail.com

Enjoy the read!
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Agric capacity increase - NPC

Latest statistics from the National 
Planning Commission shows that 
the country’s agriculture production 
capacity has increased from 7 168 
tonnes in 1990 to 50 168 tonnes in 
2019.

This is despite agriculture’s de-
cline in contribution to the country’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
due to drought among other effects 
of climate change.

“Agriculture alone contributed sev-
en percent in 1990 and only five 
percent in 2018. The strong con-
tribution in 1990 was attributed to 
mostly good rainfall received in the 
1990s. The contribution of livestock 
was five percent in 1990 and three 
percent in 2018,” reads part of the 
report.

Meanwhile the country’s domestic 
agricultural products do not meet 
the country’s demand. 

The Namibia Agronomic Report 
2017/18 shows that the country im-
ported about 96 percent of its fruits 
while maize imports were at least 
50 percent over the years.

COVID-19 measures implement-
ed 

The FAN meat office at the Meat 
Board of Namibia has put in place 
measures to counter the spread of 
the Coronavirus.

The measures include using online 
platform for purchasing ear tags, 
limiting number of customers al-
lowed into the premises.

“As far as possible, please make 
use of online applications and pay-
ments for ear tags to avoid coming 
in to the office,” said FAN in a com-
muniqué. 

The statement further said ear tags 

previously ordered and paid for can 
be collected by means of a “drive 
through” system, after the custom-
ers have been notified when the ear 
tags are ready for collection.
 
In addition, stock brand certifi-
cates can be collected by means 
of a ‘drive through’ system and 
only ten clients will be allowed entry 
to the FAN Meat office at a time.

COVID-19 to escalate food inse-
curity

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
a record 45 million people were al-
ready estimated to be food insecure 
in the SADC region as a result of cli-
matic shocks, such as drought and 
flooding as well as structural mac-
ro-economic and social factors. 

Now the SADC Secretariat fears 
that COVID-19 outbreak and its de-
bilitating impacts on livelihoods will 
only exacerbate the situation, erod-
ing community coping capacities 
and deepening food and nutrition 
insecurity of vulnerable households 
and individuals. 

Furthermore, it is likely that the 
number of vulnerable people will in-
crease due to, among others, loss 
of informal sources of income em-
anating from COVID-19 pandemic.

Lockdown boost urban farming

Lockdown restrictions have result-
ed in the increasing trend of peo-
ple growing fruit and vegetables 
at home, the development could 
provide a potentially lasting boost 
to the global urban farming move-
ment.

Statistics indicate that 16 percent of 
fruit and 53 percent of vegetables 
sold in the UK were domestically 
grown, and a move towards urban 
farming could significantly improve 
food security in the region.

NEWS BRIEFS

In Singapore, where more than 90 
percent of the city-state’s food was 
imported, urban farming, including 
vertical and rooftop farms, was also 
increasing in popularity.

NAB cuts ties with AMTA

Namibian Agronomic Board (NAB) 
has terminated the appointment 
of the Agro-Marketing and Trade 
Agency (AMTA) as its agent to assist 
in the performance of the regulatory 
functions for controlled agronomic 
and horticultural products.

Therefore NAB Board resolved that 
all regulatory functions will be im-
plemented by NAB as from 1st April 
2020, and AMTA will no longer per-
form the following regulatory func-
tions, which include collection of 
agronomy and horticulture statutory 
levies and fees.

Scale up climate solutions

Southern African Confederation of 
Agricultural Unions (SACAU) has 
underscored the importance of 
addressing the need for massive 
investment in the backbone in-
frastructural issues in order to en-
hance effective management of cli-
mate change.

Ishmael Sunga, SACAU Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) said small holder 
farmers are not homogenous, thus 
there is no one size fits all.

He emphasised the need to move 
with urgency and act pragmatically 
in supporting farmers’ climate resil-
ience.

Sunga’s points have been but-
tressed by Biodiversity Internation-
al, International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI), Green Climate Fund 
(GCF) and Climate Policy Initiative 
(CPI), United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP).
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Farmers cushioned from COVID-19 challenges 
 uthorities have raised alarm on 
 the challenges the COVID-19 
 pandemic will have on the al-
ready stretched agriculture sector.

“The coronavirus and its economic impli-
cations threaten to take out the bottom of 
our already fragile economy. Investments 
to improve the productivity of the agricul-
tural sector may offer the best opportunity 
for survival. 

“Food and prosperity are the two main 
objectives,” said Agriculture, Water and 
Land Reform Minister, Calle Schlettwein.

With problems envisaged to affect food 
production and food supply, government 
has chipped in with a R700 million pack-
age to help the agricultural sector.

Schlettwein said government will guaran-

A tee R500 million, concessional rate, loan 
scheme for non-agricultural small busi-
nesses, with funds provided through the 
Development Bank of Namibia (DBN). 

The loans will be extended to businesses 
experiencing or expected to experience 
cash-flow pressure as a result of a loss in 
revenue due to COVID-19.

In addition, government will further guar-
antee R200 million loan scheme for fam-
ers and agricultural businesses by ex-
tending a guarantee for such loans to the 
Agricultural Bank of Namibia. 

The loans will be extended to cash 
flow-constrained farmers and small to 
medium-sized farming businesses that 
have experienced a significant loss of 
revenue.

“Granting of the policy relief to borrow-
ers by DBN and AgriBank in the form of 
a capital repayment moratorium where a 
holiday is allowed on the principal amount 
for a period ranging between six months, 
but not exceeding two years based on 
assessment, recapitalization of interest, 
lengthening of the repayment periods and 
waiving of penalty provisions,” Finance 
Minister Iipumbu Shiimi said.

Agriculture sector remains central to the 
lives of the majority of the country’s 2.5 
million people. The sector, directly or in-
directly, supports over 70 percent of the 
country’s population. 

However, in the recent years, the sector 
has been performing below expected 
levels caused by the severe drought and 
tough economic conditions. 
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Communal farmers forecast bumper harvest
 he good rainfall received during 
 this year’s farming season has 
 motivated many farmers to work 
in the hope of good yields.

According to Sara Amwele, a communal 
crop farmer from Uukwangula village in 
Oshana region, communal farmers are 
bracing for a bumper harvest.

“The crops development and quantity is 
impressive; therefore, the harvest would 
be good. 

“Our silos will be overflowing with grains. 
This year is one of agricultural prosperity,” 
Amwele said.

Leonard Hango, a hydrologist with the 
Agriculture Ministry, said that Namib-
ia’s northern region received regular to 
above-normal rainfall from December 
2019 through to early 2020.

Fete Iita is another farmer from a village in 
Oshana region. Like many farmers, over 
the past years, Iita suffered major losses 

T due to drought, declared a state of emer-
gency by Namibian President Hage Gein-
gob in May 2019.

 “After a year dependent on drought relief 
provided by government, I am so happy 
that I will consume my produce. We will 
not lack food like in the past year,” Iita 
said.

The farmers expect an ample surplus too.
Meanwhile, the plenteous harvest surplus 
is envisaged to catapult farmers into busi-
ness.

According to Iita, who has not been able 
to sell the surplus to individuals and local 
businesses since 2018 due to drought, 
plans to revive her informal business ven-
ture of selling pearl millet grains.
“I’ve already put my marketing plan in 
place and see if I can target new custom-
ers,” Iita said.

In the interim, the Namibian Agronomic 
Board has since set the pearl millet grain 
floor price for the 2020 marketing season 

at 4988.50 Namibian dollars (277 U.S. 
dollars) per ton and 4.99 Namibian dollars 
per kilogram.

Akawa Amufufu, agronomic market de-
velopment officer at the Board, said that 
the floor price for pearl millet is deter-
mined based on the cost of production 
per annum.

“The formula used has been agreed upon 
by organised producers and millers. Done 
to safeguard an orderly marketing en-
vironment to stimulate production and 
marketing of surplus mahangu grain in 
Namibia,” he said. 
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Measures to ensure minimal food security 
interruption

 amibian Agronomic Board (NAB) 
 has allayed public fears on 
 staple food supply for the next 
six months following the outbreak of 
coronavirus (COVID-19).

The Board has assured the public that 
free-flow of food is part of COVID-19 stra-
tegic contingency plan.

The NAB spokesperson, Auguste Fabi-
an said the agronomy and horticulture 
industry players have taken measures to 
ensure and maintain sufficient food sup-
ply to meet the demand for all Namibians 
during the challenging times.

“It is expected that there will be no logisti-
cal interruptions in ensuring food security 

N in the country even though there may be 
delays due to procedural challenges as a 
result of precautionary measures imple-
mented to curb the spread of COVID-19,” 
said Fabian.

She said the country’s ports of entry; road 
and rail networks will remain open to fa-
cilitate trade through the importation and 
exportation of agronomic and horticultur-
al products during the lockdown period.

Fabian said millers have secured con-
tracts with suppliers to ensure consistent 
supply of staple food grains (white maize, 
wheat and pearl millet) during this period.

“The NAB is engaging both producers 
and processors to ensure that the price of 

staple food products remains affordable 
during this COVID-19 crisis,” she said. 
The millers are encouraged to ensure that 
there is sufficient stock of staple food 
products in their silos or warehouses for 
continuity of food supply.

In addition, continuous monitoring of pric-
es for staple food products at retail level 
is on-going to detect any possible price 
hikes as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic that may require policy interven-
tion.

Meanwhile NAB staff responsible for issu-
ance of import, export and transit permits 
for agronomic and horticultural products 
will be available during to facilitate the 
permit application process.



Meatco continues to bleed
   eatco has remained in the red 
   despite an increase in 
   throughput at the national 
slaughter.

The company’s latest yearly report indi-
cate that the corporation slaughtered 116 
000 cattle, during 2019/2020 against a 
loss of N$ 100 million, compared 62 000 
slaughtered in the previous year with an 
N$ 18 million loss.

Though Meatco opened up its slaughter 
capacity and slaughtered around 116 000 
cattle, against the 70,000 budgeted for, 
things remain untidy at Meatco.

Despite its challenges, Acting Chairman 
of Meatco board Ronald Kubas said the 
company managed to pay over N$1,1 

billion to producers for the 2019/2020 fi-
nancial year, which includes a premium of 
close to N$190 million above the South 
African parity price.

Kubas remains upbeat the company has 
done its best considering the headwinds 
it faced.

“During the 2019/2020 financial year 
MEATCO paid 66 percent of its total reve-
nue to producers compared to 61 percent 
in the prior year. Namibia experienced 
one of the worst droughts in decades in 
2019, and if Meatco did not perform the 
vital role it did the impact of the drought 
would have been catastrophic. 

“In an emergency the focus shifts to as-
sisting the producers and ensuring the 

agricultural sector’s sustainability is not 
compromised to the extent of it collaps-
ing,” said Kubas.

The chairman further highlighted that 
Meatco’s challenges started after payout 
of producers’ bonuses, depleting its re-
serves.

“It is important to note that during the 
2011 – 2013 period, around N$ 400 mil-
lion was paid out of Meatco reserves 
through producer bonuses. Since then 
the Corporation struggled to rebuild its 
reserves,” said Kubas. 

Kubas is optimistic with the implemen-
tation of the turnaround strategy, which 
kicked off during 2018/19, the Corpora-
tion is aligning its operations. 

NEWS

M

Every drop is precious 

KSB has been providing pumps and valves for more than 60 years to the farming community 
and other industries in South Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Our pumps and valves help farmers to get the water where it is needed. Whatever the 
agricultural application, KSB - the right partner for you  

>Our technology. Your success.
Pumps• Valves· Service 

KSB Pumps and Valves (Pty) Ltd 
H/0 • Tel: +27 11 876 5600, email: info-za@ksb.com • www.ksb.com/ksb-za

Your B·BBEE Level 1 Partner 



 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | April - June 2020 



                                                                                                                                                                          11 Namibian Farmer | April - June 2020  www.namibianfarming.com 

Achieve more from your feed with KEENAN and 
InTouch feed management technology
 ince its inception, KEENAN, 
 based in Borris, Co. Carlow, has 
 offered tailor-made solutions 
to enhance farm profitability. A renewed 
energy has been invested into design, 
innovation and technology since joining 
the Alltech family, to ensure the KEENAN 
offering exceeds the demands of tomor-
row’s agricultural requirements. With 
advances in precision farming, com-
bined with thorough customer feedback, 
KEENAN has evolved from a renowned 
manufacturer of diet feeders into an Ag-
ritech company, developing disruptive 
IoT technologies that are driving smarter, 
more profitable farming in more than 40 
countries.

Long synonymous with excellence in 
nutrition and driving animal perfor-
mance through optimising rumen health, 
KEENAN diet feeders are fitted with the 
KEENAN controller and InTouch, a feed 
management platform, which provides 
monitoring and optimization of herd 
health, ration formulation, weight gains/
yield, in addition to improving on-farm 
profits. 

Independent trials have consistently re-
vealed that the KEENAN mix retains the 

S fibre structure to stimulate rumination, al-
lowing greater absorption of energy, max-
imised feed conversion efficiency and ul-
timately maximum herd performance. 

“The KEENAN controller fitted to the diet 
feeder is very intuitive and simple to use. 
It tells the farmer step by step what feed 
mix to put in the machine and then re-
cords the exact input of feed mix in the 
machine, explains Robert Walker, CEO of 
KEENAN. The ease of using InTouch has 
been key to its success.”

“Difference in diet can be quickly iden-
tified, assessed and corrected through 
the InTouch system. If there is a mis-
take or a deterioration in animal per-
formance, the farmer is alerted, and an 
InTouch nutritionist will modify the diet 
accordingly, explains Walker.” 

“Working with KEENAN and InTouch feed 
management, farmers can achieve more 
from their feed. What they get in terms of 
actual production is 200 grams per head 
per day more beef on average across our 
system and a 16% increase in milk pro-
duction,” said Cathal Bohane, Head of 
InTouch Nutrition. 

The quality of mix the KEENAN diet feed-
ers produce, paired with the KEENAN 
controller and the InTouch feed manage-
ment platform, has positive consequential 
benefits for farmers under pressure to re-
duce the carbon footprint of their herd.

Walker explains, “If you can accurately 
prevent farmers from overfeeding ingre-
dients and get farmers to optimise their 
output, it means that they are more effi-
cient. More efficient farmers are going to 
be producing more milk using fewer re-
sources. 

KEENAN’s latest campaign, ‘The Result is 
in the Mix’, positions livestock farmers at 
the forefront of KEENAN’s core focus and 
is centred around their value proposition; 
delivering enhanced animal performance 
and herd health through superior mix 
quality and a consistent mix. 

The ethos of the campaign is to show-
case how KEENAN can effectively sup-
port farmers in their everyday life, help-
ing achieve better on-farm profitability, 
increased herd performance and a better 
work-life balance.
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Meatco concludes US export deal
 espite movement challenges due to COVID-19, the 
 country’s beef industry is set to send 860 tonnes of 
 various beef cuts, this year to United States. 

The development comes following nearly two decades of nego-
tiations making Namibia the first African country to export red 
meat to the US. State-owned meat firm Meatco has already sent 
a shipment of 25 tonnes of beef to Philadelphia, as part of the 
860 tonnes, expected to rise to 5,000 tonnes by 2025.

“We’re able to finally export meat to the lucrative and big U.S. 
market,” Namibia’s minister of international relations, Netumbo 
Nandi-Ndaitwah said. US is the world’s biggest red meat con-
sumer, as Americans consume on average 120 kgs of meat per 
person, according the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

“Namibia will benefit economically from tapping into the largest 
consumer market with purchasing power of $13 trillion, and U.S. 
consumers will benefit from access to Namibia’s high-quality, 
free-range, grass-fed beef,” said US Ambassador to Namibia, 
Lisa Johnson. In 2019, Namibia exported about 12,400 metric 
tonnes of meat to Norway, Britain, the European Union and Chi-
nese markets. The beef exports will also benefit from a duty-free 
regime under the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).
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NAU reveals farmers’ stumble in heavy debts 
 he agriculture sector’s debt 
 levels continue to increase 
 tremendously, Namibia Agricul-
tural Union’s latest quarterly review has 
revealed.

The report cited that agricultural debt in-
creased by N$1 billion from N$6, 3 billion 
in June 2018 to N$7, 1 billion by June 
2019, representing a 13 percent increase.
The Union has attributed the develop-
ment to falling primary production hinged 
to drought and herd liquidation.

“As it stands, the majority of the young 
and emerging farmers are heavily in debts 
because they have long-term loans to pay 
back, making them more vulnerable,” the 
review found.

NAU projected that the next three to five 
years would be challenging for livestock 

producers in terms of herd rebuilding 
while surviving cash flow problems.

“The cash flow pressure also applies to 
dairy, crop and horticultural farmers,” the 
researchers stated.

According to the NAU cash flow model, 
farmers that are farming with own remain-
ing herds without fully utilising the whole 
farm (e.g. buying-in animals to fully op-
timise the carrying capacity of the farm) 
or identifying alternative income streams 
such as charcoal production and tourism 
are expected to experience serious cash 
flow problems and financial ruin.

Researchers also indicated that the in-
debtedness and inability to maintain cash 
flow would further shrink the agricultural 
sector performance, reducing production 
and the sector’s contribution to the coun-

try’s overall production.

Meanwhile, the pig and grape sectors that 
experienced negative production values 
in 2018, both made a comeback in 2019, 
displaying increases of around 2, 7 per-
cent on year on year and 20, 2 percent on 
year on year respectively.

The review attributed the rise in pig pro-
duction value to growth in production, 
whereas that of grapes stemmed from 
improved prices on the market.

NAU stated that for farmers’ cash flow 
to stabilise fast and to get out of debt, 
sustainable and well-structured refinanc-
ing loan options such as loan repayment 
holidays and consolidating short-term 
loans and providing loans (short- and 
long-term) at subsidised rates would be 
essential going forward.

NEWS

T



 14                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | April - June 2020 



                                                                                                                                                                          15 Namibian Farmer | April - June 2020  www.namibianfarming.com 



 16                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          www.namibianfarming.com Namibian Farmer | April - June 2020 

NEWS

UN, FAO coughs up N$10m to save 14 000 
farmers By TIRI MASAWI

 he United Nations Central Emer-
 gency Response Fund (CERF), 
 through the Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation (FAO), has releases 
N$10 million (approximately US$714 
000) to avert the effects of a devastating 
drought on Namibian farmers over a six-
month period.

Other partners to the project include the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forest-
ry and two farmers’ unions – the Namibia 
National Farmers Union (NNFU) and Na-
mibia Commercial Farmers Union (NEC-
FU).

Namibia is currently experiencing the 
worst drought in 60 years which has also 
ravaged crops in neigbouring Botswana, 
South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

FAO Namibia country representative, Fa-
rai Zimudzi, said the project aims to reach 
3,250 households (approximately 14,300 
people) affected by drought that devas-
tated the country during the 2018/2019 
agricultural season.

She added that the initial project was 
formulated late December 2019, target-
ing five regions - Ohangwena, Omusati, 
Kunene, Hardap and Omaheke and was 
later expanded to Erongo and Kharas re-
gions of Namibia which have also seen a 
drastic slowdown in yields and death of 
livestock because of the unavailability of 
water.

“The project focuses on providing life-sav-
ing support for livestock owned by the 
project beneficiaries - aiming to provide 
feed produced from the non-mechanised 
hydroponic fodder production systems, 
and provide essential veterinary support 

to the same targeted households. The 
support will be delivered over a six month 
period and for a total value of just under 
N$10 million,” Zimudzi said.

FAO added that the support comes on the 
back of another shot in the arm of N$9 
million provided in 2019 to provide hay, 
multi nutrient blocks and the rehabilita-
tion of boreholes and traditional wells in 
Kunene, Omusati, Erongo and Omaheke 
regions.

Other support provided in response to the 
drought included training on Livestock in 
Emergencies Guidelines (LEGS) which 
targeted extension staff from MAWF.

“While the project focuses on providing 
emergency life-saving support over a very 
short duration, there is no escaping the 
fact that climate change is taking a toll 
on agriculture in the country - especially 
smallholder agriculture that is so depen-
dent on rainfall. In the light of this, there 
is a need to step up resilience building 
measures that buttress smallholder farm-
ers’ shock-absorbing capacity through 
a whole suite of measures: be they im-
proved water harvesting, in-field water 
harvesting techniques to improve soil 
moisture retention, use of drought-toler-
ant crop varieties, fodder production, to 
name a few,” she said.

“In view of this, I urge you all to agree on 
concrete time-bound actions to ensure 
that this project is successful in reaching 
the neediest livestock farmers in the tar-
get Regions. The challenge is significant, 
given the scope of work and available 
time. But looking around this room, listen-
ing to the introductions and expectations, 
I am persuaded that collectively, we are 

more than equal to the task.”

Executive director in the Ministry of Agri-
culture Water and Forestry, Percy Misika, 
said his government continued to priori-
tise averting the effects of the drought on 
the country’s farming sector, leaving more 
than 450 000 households needing food 
aid.

He also called on development partners 
to come to the rescue of the Namibian 
farmers through providing the latest farm-
ing techniques and resources needed to 
avert the effects of climate change and 
drought.
According to the Namibian government, 
the current drought is by far the worst 
phenomenon to hit the country in the past 
60 years. 

Misika said the initiative will create alter-
native for farmers including hydroponics  
fodder production as well as irrigation. 
“Farmers in Namibia are hard pressed 
with the ongoing drought and urgent rem-
edies are needed to avert the problems 
inflicted on the farmers by the calamity,” 
he said. 

The support scheme, Misika said, will in-
clude provision of veterinary services to 
farmers who are into animal husbandry. 

Misika said investment in better forms 
of agriculture will go a long way in pro-
tecting farmers from losing their yields to 
drought. 

FAO also said their organisation looks 
forward to working with the Namibian 
formers. The project will also include Na-
mibian National Farmers Union.
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Kaap Agri invest R150 million in manufacturing
 aap Agri, the JSE-listed group 
 trading in agricultural, fuel and 
 related retail markets, has un-
veiled its first major investment of more 
than R150 million to further bolster its 
manufacturing capabilities.

The investment entails the establishment 
of TEGO Plastics (Pty) Ltd, a new sub-
sidiary of the Kaap Agri Group, based in 
Brackenfell, Cape Town. 

TEGO Plastics specialises in the manu-
facturing of large format, injection mould-
ed plastic products using state-of-the-art 
robotics and machinery. For this purpose, 
one of the largest injection moulding ma-
chines available in the global market was 
commissioned.

Set to provide 33 new job opportunities at 
the facility, TEGO Plastics will initially pro-
duce high-quality, food grade bulk bins 
for the agricultural market with the op-
portunity to manufacture additional solid 
form products at a later stage.

The TEGO Bulk Bin is a robust, versatile, 
food safe, bulk bin which is used in the 
harvesting and post-harvesting process-
es of fresh fruit and vegetables. Bulk 
bins are essential to the pome, citrus and 
stone fruit sectors.

Kaap Agri Chief Executive Officer, Sean 
Walsh, said that the launch of TEGO Plas-
tics is in line with the group’s strategy to 
diversify its manufactured product range 
and to offer more value to its agricultural 
customer base.

“With limited availability of new bins and 

product options it became clear to us that 
we could help address challenges pro-
ducers face with the storage and trans-
portation of fresh produce.” 

“Furthermore, Kaap Agri provides the 
ideal platform from which to launch such 
a product, not least of all because of its 
already-established infrastructure and the 
relationships built up with farmers over 
more than a century.”

“The TEGO Bulk Bin has unique de-
sign features that takes into account the 
specific requirements of the agricultural 
end-users who need cost-effective, food 
grade, and durable bins that perform well 
under different environmental conditions 
in various locations – under the blazing 
sun in an orchard, on a transport truck, 
in cold storage or in a packhouse,” Walsh 
said.

Leading operations at Kaap Agri’s new 
manufacturing plant in Brackenfell, TEGO 
Executive Manager Edward Smith ex-
plained that injection moulding is the 
process whereby molten material (in this 
case plastic) is injected into a mould. This 
then hardens into a shape that has con-
formed to the contours of the mould to 
shape the bin.

Some of the challenges producers face 
include: damage to produce due to limit-
ed air flow, bruising because of the shape 
of the inside of the bins, sun damage, as 
well as compatibility issues when moving 
bins with forklifts and pallet jacks.

Added to this, a strained availability of 
new bins means that farmers are resort-

ing to using old bins that could potentially 
damage the produce.

“The transportation of fruit or vegetables 
from the field to the packhouse is possi-
bly the most important part of the farming 
process. The difference between losing  
six percent and losing ten percent of pro-
duce due to bruising or heat damage is 
huge, and it translates to a big difference 
on the bottom line,” Smith said.

Design features of the TEGO Bulk Bin in-
clude a smoother inside to help eliminate 
bruising, a centre support structure to 
prevent warping and bulging associated 
with heavy loads, unique drenching slots 
to ensure better ventilation and draining, 
and a higher base for use of a standard 
pallet jack.
The footprint of the TEGO Bulk Bin is 
compatible with the existing plastic and 
wooden bins in the market, and therefore 
it integrates seamlessly with existing cus-
tomer stock. 

TEGO Bulk Bins are also designed to ac-
commodate a transport support brace 
across the top of the bin, which minimises 
damage to bin and contents during trans-
portation.

“We are focused on product innovation 
and are working with producers to in-
corporate feedback into our designs. We 
look forward to offering a truly superior 
product that addresses all the farmers’ 
concerns and makes a real difference 
to their operations and profit margins,” 
Smith said.
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Malawi’s integrated agric solutions provider 
lures investors
 hatisa Food Fund 2 (PFF 2) and 
 a group of co-investors – 
 Norfund, Mbuyu Capital and 
DEG – have acquired integrated agricul-
tural solutions provider Farming and En-
gineering Services Limited (FES). 

The investment will support FES’s long 
term growth strategy, assisting the com-
pany to expand its successful business 
model to neighbouring countries.

FES, established in Malawi in 1967, caters 
for a broad customer base of commercial 
and emerging farmers. It is the single larg-
est investor in Malawi’s agricultural equip-
ment industry and the sole distributor of 
several well-known and trusted brands, 
including Massey Ferguson, Komatsu, AJ 
Power and Toyota Forklift. 

The company provides a wide range of 
high-tech agricultural solutions including 
precision and low-till farming; drone tech-
nology for crop analysis and crop protec-
tion; irrigation systems including water 
management solutions; and contracting 
services. 

AgriLab, an FES initiative, is Malawi’s first 
independent soil- and leaf-testing facili-
ty which allows farmers to test, manage 
and control their soil, leaf and water qual-

ity. This initiative contributes to improved 
yields and crop quality, increased revenue 
and reduced input costs.

FES’s impact objectives of mechanising 
African agriculture, ensuring food securi-
ty and enhancing farmer profitability are 
aligned with the UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. Located in a region where re-
sources are limited and input costs high, 
FES has expanded its offering to include 
a comprehensive range of climate-resil-
ient precision agricultural solutions. 

As part of the new owners’ expansion 
strategy, FES is acquiring (subject to nor-
mal conditions precedent) the business 
assets of agricultural equipment supplier 
BHBW Zambia. 

On the back of this, AGCO has agreed 
to award FES the Massey Ferguson and 
Challenger franchises for Zambia. FES 
intends to replicate its successful model 
of equipment dealership with precision 
contract farming and other agricultural 
solutions in Zambia.

P



Agriculture the most important business in the 
world 
 frican Development Bank Presi-
 dent Akinwumi Adesina said the 
 African Development Bank was 
spearheading efforts to feed Africa, in-
vesting $25 billion over a ten-year period 
to transform the continent’s agriculture 
sector. 

“The size of food and agriculture in Africa 
will rise to $1 trillion by 2030. The popula-
tion of Africa, now at 1.2 billion, will dou-
ble to 2.5 billion by 2050. They all must 
eat. And only through food and agribusi-
ness can this be achieved,” he said.

Adesina said what Africa does with food 

will determine the future of food, given 
that 65 percent of the arable land left to 
feed the world is here,.
 
“I am delighted to see so many of our 
young people engaged in agriculture aris-
ing from the Youth Employment in Agri-
culture initiative launched when I was 
minister to get the youth into agriculture 
as a business.  

“From their innovations in the use of 
drones, food processing, packaging, 
transport and logistics and marketing, 
they are already unlocking the opportuni-
ties in agriculture,” he said. 

He urged agricultural universities to opti-
mize their role in linking research, innova-
tions and technologies to farmers and the 
food and agriculture industry.

“Africa’s youth must become leaders to 
help feed our world,” he advised.
Meanwhile Adesina has commended the 
Nigerian government’s efforts to promote 
agriculture and agribusiness in Nigeria.

“Agriculture is the most important profes-
sion and business in the world,” Adesina 
said. The Bank head pledged to continue 
the work of transforming Nigeria’s agricul-
ture sector.  
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Fertilizer industry lures development banks

 frican Union Commissioner for 
 Rural Economy and Agriculture 
 has implored stakeholders in the 
fertilizer industry to collaborate.

“Transforming the fertilizer value chain 
requires that government, development 
organizations, the private sector, civ-
il society and farmers come together to 
strategize on solutions that can appropri-
ately address challenges the agriculture 
sector is currently facing in Africa,” said 
the Commissioner Josefa Leonel Correia 
Sacko, who doubles as Chairperson of 
the Africa Fertilizer Financing Mechanism 
(AFFM) Governing Council.

Sacko was speaking at the recently held 
8th AFFM Governing Council which 
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SPES BONA HAS LONG BEEN A HOUSEHOLD NAME IN NAMIBIA AND IS BEST KNOWN FOR SELLING HIGH QUALITY VEHICLES 
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- Standard air-conditioning
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called for increased investment to boost 
agricultural yields and build the industry 
across the continent.

The Council’s 12 institutional members in 
attendance reviewed the Council’s 2019 
activities and defined the body’s strategic 
direction for 2020.

Participants said the organisation could 
significantly transform the fertilizer value 
chain in Africa and strongly recommend-
ed mainstreaming its projects into the 
lending program of the African Develop-

ment Bank and other stakeholders, like 
Afreximbank, for increased impact.

The Governing Council commended the 
AFFM on its 2019 achievements and en-
dorsed its second annual report, as well 
as its 2020 work program and budget. 

In addition, the Council also committed to 
supporting the review of the AFFM strate-
gy and resource mobilization plan, which 
will spur the organization’s activities in 
other countries. 

Image by michaeljung
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OPINION & ANALYSIS

Amplify farmers’ voices in NDCs
 s countries are expected to 
 update their Nationally Deter-
 mined Contributions (NDCs) by 
2020, Southern African Confederation of 
Agricultural Unions (SACAU) will be work-
ing with National Farmers’ Organisations 
(NFOs) to ensure they don’t miss the 
opportunity to influence national climate 
change related policy processes and de-
cision making.

Adoption of the Paris Agreement in 2015 
at the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP 
21) was one of the milestone achieve-
ments in the history of climate change 
negotiations. One hundred and ninety-six 
(196) parties (195 countries plus the Euro-
pean Union) agreed upon pragmatic mea-
sures to address climate change. At the 
heart of this Agreement were the NDCs 
that embody efforts by each party to keep 
the increase in global temperature below 
2°C and improve national efforts to adapt 
to the impact of climate change.

That year marked the first development of 
NDCs, which were eventually submitted 
almost at the same time when countries 
presented their instruments of ratification 
of the Paris Agreement. While the pro-
cess was expected to be transparent and 
consultative, sectors such as agriculture 
were generally overlooked despite their 
critical role in promoting adaptation and 
mitigation. The scanty submissions under 
agriculture were developed without the 
farmers’ voice, hence their views, needs, 
interests and aspirations were not taken 
on board in this important exercise.

Towards addressing this gap, the 25th 
Conference of Parties to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP25), held in December 2019, 
took the progressive step of introducing a 
Farmers’ Day. This was a highlight of the 
COP25 programme for SACAU and part-
ners, bringing together farming groups, 
researchers, civil society, and other ad-
vocates to share perspectives on climate 
neutral and carbon smart farming, agro 
ecology and food security.

SACAU co-convened the ‘Raising ambi-
tion for climate action: ‘transformative ac-
tions for a food secure future side event’. 
We participated in the World Farmers’ Or-
ganisation Climakers event, ‘Transform-
ing food systems with a farmer’s driven 
climate agenda’. A key message from 
the Climakers event was the call by WFO 
President Theode Jager to bring farmers 
to the centre of the debate on climate ac-

tion in agriculture as they are key for the 
transformation of our food systems. We 
are a member of Climakers, whose goal 
is to take action and work together to 
strengthen farmers’ capacity to influence 
the decision making processes on climate 
change.

Amongst others, we proposed that, re-
garding the Koronovia Joint Work on 
Agriculture, farmers will need support to 
upscale and adopt technologies, best 
practices and approaches that increase 
and optimise efficient use of soil nutrients 
and manure. Emissions from nutrient use 
in

Africa remain extremely low compared to 
the global average and lowering green-
house gas (GHG) emissions from the agri-
culture sector was a key topic, with the “4 
per 1000” – initiative noting, in its presen-
tation of results from its study on soil in 
NDCs, that NDCs are currently not good 
indicators of national ambition or action 
on soil carbon and proposing that they 
can better reflect soil organic carbon ac-
tions in 2nd NDCs by increasing sectoral 
specificity under economy-wide targets, 
mentioning soil organic carbon (SOC) and 
related measures under agriculture, and 
indicating relative contributions of SOC 
protection to sectoral targets. The “4 per 
1000” initiative’s goal is to demonstrate 
that agriculture and agricultural soils, can 
play a crucial role where food security and 
climate change are concerned.

In addition, countries are called upon 
to work with relevant agriculture sec-
tor stakeholders, especially farmers and 
Farmers’ Organisations (FOs), in scenario 
building, analysis and prioritising actions 
in communicating their respective long-
term strategies (LTS) in 2020. Emphasis 
was on making a direct link between LTS 
and NDCs to reduce national emissions 
and adapt to climate change impacts for 

effective implementation, while encour-
aging countries to harmonise their cli-
mate change related policies to ensure 
policy coherence in implementing evi-
dence-based adaptation and mitigation 
actions. 

We highlighted that the agriculture sector 
should be an important component of the 
NDCs given the critical role it plays in ad-
aptation, mitigation and the co-benefits 
thereof and called upon southern African 
countries to integrate gender into the 
NDCs and national adaptation planning 
processes. In addition, they should devel-
op core gender and climate change indi-
cators to be integrated into the sectoral 
and national M&E frameworks.

Countries in the region that have not ac-
cessed available resources are urged to 
undertake technology needs assess-
ments (TNA) expeditiously and to work 
with farmers and Climate Technology 
Centre and Network (CTCN) in identifying 
appropriate technologies for transforming 
the agriculture sector and enhance farm-
ers’ capacity on adopting and scaling up 
of climate-technologies and practices.

A further recommendation was to the 
Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) 
to consider adequate and predictable fi-
nancing of agriculture, in particular, set-
ting aside dedicated financial resources, 
special programmes and call for propos-
als to support agriculture, when develop-
ing draft guidance to the operating entities 
of the Financial Mechanism of the Con-
vention for the COP. The establishment 
of a strong link between the transparency 
framework, NDCs, adaptation communi-
cation and compliance is another of our 
recommendations considering the signifi-
cant overlaps in the inputs and outcomes.

Source: Southern African Confedera-
tion of Agricultural Unions
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PHOSPHATE SUPPLEMENTATION IN THE 
GREEN SEASON By Claudia Mack Ruminant Nutritionist 

 upplementary feeding to cattle 
 and sheep can increase your 
 turnover. However, when used 
incorrectly advantages can be dimin-
ished. It is therefore important to make 
sure which type of supplementation is 
best suited for the current season, your 
particular veld and your animals.

Why phosphorous/phosphate 
supplementation in the green season? 

In the summer months, also called the 
green season in Namibia, the most com-
mon lick used by small stock and large 
stock farmers is a salt and phosphate 
lick. Phosphate is a source of phos-
phorous. Research has shown that with 
green pastures in Namibia, the first lim-
iting nutrient is phosphorous. Phosphate 
supplementation is known to increase 
calving percentages and milk production, 
which subsequently leads to an increase 
in pre-weaning growth. It also allows 
the animal to reach its genetic potential 
regarding weight gain. A deficiency in 
phosphorous can also lead to a decrease 
in voluntary feed intake.

Phosphates also play an important role in 
the energy metabolism of the animal. Fur-
ther, phosphorous, together with calcium 

S is needed for the bone formation of the 
ruminant animal but it is important that it 
is supplemented in the correct ratio, tak-
ing into account that Namibian pastures 
and water are relatively high in calcium. A 
deficiency in both phosphorous and calci-
um may lead to osteoporosis and rickets.
Low phosphorous levels in the diet can 
lead to poor fertility, suboptimal growth 
in young animals and low live weight 
gains in adult animals. In some cases, low 
phosphorus intake can also be the cause 
of pica (animals start eating ground or 
bones).

Sheep inherently have a lower require-
ment for phosphorous than cattle as they 
have evolved to select the growing parts 
of plants which are higher in phospho-
rous.

Feedmaster’s Futterfos is especially for-
mulated to meet ruminants’ vitamin and 
mineral requirements in the green season 
on Namibian pastures. As most of Namib-
ia’s soils (especially in the Sandveld area) 
are high in calcium, which suppresses the 
absorption of phosphorous, a more suit-
ed calcium to phosphorous ratio of 1:1 
is used. Further, this product contains a 
mineral and vitamin premix best suited 
for ruminant animal requirements. The mi-

cro-mineral specification of this product 
is substantially higher than the traditional 
levels usually required by Act 36. 

40kg of Futterfos is mixed with 50kg 
of salt in order to obtain a P6 lick. The 
salt component controls the intake of 
the lick. For cattle the intake is around 
100-300 g per day, and for sheep it is 
between 17-50 g per day, depending on 
animal age, animal frame size and veld 
type.

Futterfos is absolutely urea free and thus 
safe for the use during the rainy season. 
New changes were made with the inclu-
sion of a highly soluble MCP 23 with ex-
cellent bioavailability and Futterfos there-
fore no longer contains any non-protein 
nitrogen (NPN) sources. 

The nutritionists at Feedmaster are happy 
to assist you and custom fit the right feed 
and supplements for your animals and 
circumstances. Please feel free to give 
us a call!

Tel: +264 61 290 1300
Fax: +264 61 290 1313
info@feedmaster.com.na
www.feedmaster.com.na
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FUTTERFOS is a trace mineral and mineral supplement 
for optimal performance under Namibian grazing condi-
tions.
» Increases general animal production under green

grazing conditions.
» Improves fertility of both male and female ruminants.
» The inclusion of zinc and selenium improves semen

quality and uterine health.
» Increases weight gain of young growing animals on

natural grazing.

FUTTERFOS P6, the convenient ready-mixed version 
of Feedmaster Futterfos P14 concentrate, contains a 
combination of MCP and MAP – sources with the highest 
bio-availability of phosphate.

» More than just a phosphate, P6 contains a trace min-
eral mixture specially formulated for the rainy season.

» Developed from Namibian research results.
» An over-abundance of Ca hinders the absorption

of P and other trace minerals (iron, iodine, zinc and
manganese), while the Namibian sandveld already
contains an overabundance of Ca in relation to P.
Therefore the 1:1 ratio Ca:P of Futterfos P6 helps to
rectify this imbalance.

VEEFOS P12 additionally supplies all the trace minerals 
needed by animals in the rainy season. 
» Therefore this product ensures improved weight gain.
» Improved fertility.
» Increased resistance to diseases.

Scientifically formulated to care for your livestock ...

Balanced phosphate products 
for the rainy season

Tel: +264 61 290 1300  |   info@feedmaster.com.na
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