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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Before digitilisation and mechanization, 
subsistence farming produced enough 
not only to feed families but the nation 
also enjoyed a share.

Now our country and the continent at large 
face perennial threats to food security. Though 
industrialisation and innovation has changed 
the farming techniques, our traditional 
methods can still yield the best for us.

New that poultry farming is slowing surging 
across the country is one example why we 
need to go back to the basics. The indigenous 
methods of chicken rearing still apply in the 
modern day but we have chosen to ignore that.

Reigniting the traditional techniques and 
putting them to use along mechanized farming 
and technology driven irrigation has high 
potential to improve food security.

It’s interesting to note that even fund managers 
are now realising that agriculture is core to our 
economy.

In this edition, venture capital and private 
equity fund manager, Rene Olivier has 
challenged farmers to up their game at the 
recent Agricultural Employers Association 
congress.

With this call Olivier, your sector is also 
challenged to convince those with deep 
pockets that investing in agriculture carries 
high return on investment compared to maybe 
property and other stocks on offer on the 
market.

For long farmer have bemoaned complexity to 
get funding from either financial institutions or 
any other potential investors, which hampers 
desires to grow the agriculture sector. 

In addition we also welcome government’s 
recognition that the country requires a 
coherent and multidimensional set of actions 
to achieve the shared prosperity for an 
industrialised economy in line with Vision 2030 
objectives.

Commitment to policies works, as indicated 
by the fact that at independence, Namibia 
produced less than five percent of the country’s 
fresh produce but that today, about 50 percent 
of Namibia’s fresh produce is “grown at home”, 
made possible by implementing the market 
share promotion (MSP) policy in 2005.

Remember to share with us comments, 
suggestion and letters on: 
drewmara@gmail.com

Enjoy the read!

Let’s value indigenous small 
livestock 

It’s interesting to note that even fund managers are now 
realising that agriculture is core to our economy.

Editor : Andrew Maramwidze

Did YOUKnow 

Call us today and nd out how Agribank's loan facilities can add value to your produce.              AGRIBANK - Your All Season Bank

PROCESSING LOAN
AGRIBANK's agro processing loan product will add value to basic agricultural produce, create employment and 
help expand production in support of economic growth. 

Windhoek Head Office 

(061) 207 4111   

info@agribank.com.na

Katima Mulilo    

(066) 252 060  

katima@agribank.com.na

Mariental     

(063) 242 818  

southern@agribank.com.na

Midland (Windhoek)     

(061) 207 4202  

midland@agribank.com.na

Otjiwarongo 

   (067) 304 596  

otjeroku@agribank.com.na

Oshakati     

(065) 221 358  

oshakati@agribank.com.na

Rundu     

(066) 255 645  

kavango@agribank.com.na

Gobabis     

(062) 577 800/1  

gobabis@agribank.com.nawww.agribank.com.na
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NEWS BRIEFS

ADBG boost mechanisation for 
agriculture

The African Development Bank Group (ADBG) 
has approved a R1 billion loan to finance 
Namibia’s Agricultural Mechanisation and Seed 
Improvement Project.

The project is aimed at enhancing agricultural 
productivity, thereby reducing imports of cereal 
crops, as well as facilitating job creation, and 
enhancing household incomes of especially 
rural people.

Namibia’s ministry of agriculture, water and 
forestry will implement the project over a five-
year period.

It is estimated that about 294 500 crop farmers, 
10 000 livestock farmers and 111 smallholder 
farmer cooperatives, as well as 800 000 people 
indirectly involved in these value chains, will 
benefit from the project.

The cost of the project is expected to be 
R1,42 billion, of which the ADBG will finance 
70,5 percent, while the government and 
beneficiaries will contribute the remaining 25,5 
percent and four percent, respectively.

“Many other African countries are standing 
in line for this type of funding as it translates 
into soft loans with significantly lower interest 
rates than what is available in the open market. 
It would even be a great boost for the South 
African farming industry,”

Theo de Jager, chairperson of the Southern 
African Confederation of Agricultural Unions 
(SACUA) said.

One of the main reasons why many countries 
struggled to attract this type of funding was 
the uncertainty about land ownership and 
property rights.

Namibia, Ghana consider 
agriculture in bilateral talks

Government is exploring possible cooperation 
opportunities with Ghana in trade and 
investment, tourism, environment, agriculture, 
aviation, maritime, petroleum and power.

As of the engagements, the two countries have 
already started to discuss frameworks for the 
possibility of Air Namibia to operate scheduled 
flights from Accra to London.

In the areas of energy and transport, the 
delegation will discuss the petroleum upstream 
local content and fuel strategic stock policy and 
explore possible collaboration between the 
Port of Walvis Bay and Tema Harbour, located 
in the southeast of Ghana.

Also on the radar are the works and transport, 
environment and tourism, international 
relations and cooperation, industrialisation, 
trade and SME development, and public 
enterprises ministries.

Agriculture’s economic 
contribution drop

Agribank’s chief executive officer, Sakaria 
Nghikembua has bemoaned that contribution 
of agriculture to the economy has been 
declining over the past 11 years.

The industry’s contribution to the gross 

domestic product (GDP) was 5, 3 percent in 
2007, declining to 4 percent in 2008. Moreover, 
the industry’s contribution continued to decline 
to 3,3 percent in 2015, and 3,4 percent in 2016, 
before increasing to 4,5 percent in 2017. 

Nghikembua said the economy has seen a 
marginal but clear reduction in the contribution 
of agriculture to the gross domestic product.

“The lowest continuous contribution was in 
the period between 2013 and 2016 – due to a 
severe drought in some of those years. At what 
level of contribution do we start to act to create 
resilience as an industry,” quizzed Nghikembua.

He added that to make its full contribution, the 
sector needs to overcome a host of challenges, 
among others erratic weather conditions, 
evidenced by recurring droughts, and 
occasional floods in some parts of the country.

In addition, Nghikembua cited the over-
reliance on livestock farming, which is more 
challenging, given the erratic rainfall patterns 
and lack of diversification; and a general 
skills deficit in the agricultural sector, which is 
more pronounced among new entrants into 
the sector from historically disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

Farming inputs delays hamper 
food production

The Namibia Agricultural Mechanisation and 
Seed System Improvement Project (Namsip) 
intends to attain the structural transformation 
of increased food production.

Percy Misika, the permanent secretary in the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, 
said the endevour will be reached through 
value addition.

Misika, said one of the key challenges affecting 
food security is the inability of rural producers 
to access agricultural inputs such as seeds, farm 
machinery and equipment which are required 
for effective land preparation, planting, 
weeding and harvesting in a timely manner.

He said the delays negatively affect agricultural 
production, post-harvest handling and 
marketing.

“The agricultural mechanization component 
of the Namsip will, therefore, enable farmers 
to complete farming operations in a timely 
manner, especially in the crop-producing 
regions where a rain-fed farming system is 
practiced,” Misika said.

Misika said the project will further help increase 
productivity and reduce the cost of cultivation, 
while also ensuring timely availability and 
accessibility of quality certified seeds by 
farmers.

Female farmers lagging behind

The country’s data authority Namibia Statistics 
Agency’s latest report on land has indicated 
low participation of women in agriculture.

According to the report, out of 648 loans 
acquired through Agribank’s Affirmative Action 
Loan Scheme Farm acquisition from 1992 to 
2018, only 10 percent (64 out of 648) of the 
farms were purchased by females.

The 10 percent of females that benefited 
through the AALS programme is compared 

to 60 percent males while the remaining 30 
percent is taken up by partnerships described 
as male and female.

The figures confirmed the need for an urgent 
call for policies within the country’s land reform 
system to be tailored in a way that supports 
women to put them on par with their male 
counterparts, when it comes to land acquisition.

A total 6.4 million hectares of  land were 
acquired through the Agricultural Bank of 
Namibia during 1992 – 2018. 

Of this, 3.4 million hectares or 54 percent 
of commercial farmland were acquired 
through the Affirmative Action Loan Scheme 
Programme, while commercial banks funded 
2.8 million hectares totalling 46 percent.

Sakaria Nghikembua, Agribank Chief Executive 
Officer said the trend of men, rather than 
women seeking land is a human phenomenon.

“In general, there are more men than women 
looking for financing to acquire farmland but it 
is difficult to state why it is so, except perhaps 
for history and our culture.

“From our perspective, the trends indicate 
that more needs to be done from respective 
institutions in society to encourage and facilitate 
a higher level of participation in commercial 
agriculture by women,” said Nghikembua.

Nation urged to fully utilise land

Former Namibia Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry president and director, Leake Hangala 
said the productive and efficient usage of 
land will inevitably create a good basis for the 
country’s economic growth, industrialisation 
and job creation.

Hangala further said predictable and 
transparent land reform programmes leading 
to equitable land ownership also play a role in 
growing the economy.

“We strongly support equitable ownership and 
access to land for all our people. Access and 
ownership of land will only become meaningful 
if it constitutes a foundation for wealth creation 
and economic prosperity for all our people. 

“We are thus delighted to note that this 
conference is looking at discussing all broader 
aspects of land utilisation, including urban land 
for housing, commercial land, upliftment of 
communal land value, and the establishment 
of factories, industries and other infrastructural 
development,” Hangala said.

Hangala stated that the farming environment 
in the country is expensive and globally 
uncompetitive in terms of inputs and services, 
seeing that the environment is hard and 
challenging.

“As a result, notably so, not all of us want to 
be farmers. Some of us want to own banks, 
factories, medical facilities, hotels, and so forth. 

“For those of us who are not doing farming, 
what we want, however, is that when we go 
to markets and shops, there are good quality 
vegetables, meat, milk and all agricultural 
products at affordable prices,” he said.
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COVER STORY

Commercial farmers have been im-
plored to actively participate in land 
reform and upliftment of farm worker’s 
living standards following President 

Hage Geingob’s call. 

Ryno van der Merwe, National Agriculture 
Union (NAU) said farmers should acknowledge 
and improve the dignity of farm workers and 
also support long-service employees through 
retirement by either providing housing or giv-
ing them land. 

“I am not willing to have the president ask me 
a third time what we have done regarding his 

call,” said van der Merwe, pleading with every-
one to come on board.

“I know that there are some of us that are al-
ready doing more than is being asked, some 
are almost there, but then there others that are 
doing the minimum.”

He asked farmers to accept the challenge from 
the president.

“Are you willing or not? If you are not willing 
then you will have to elect another president 
to represent you, but if you are willing, we will 
have to work on plans. My message is not one 
of fear, but of urgency and pride.”

The NAU president highlighted that the union 
wants to create a record of all social initiatives 
and projects farmers are involved in their areas 
and promote more. 

Meanwhile Namibia Statistics Agency claims 
that 70 percent of land is owned by whites.

In a 48 page report titled ‘Namibia Land 
Statistics’ the Namibia Statistics Agency an-
nounced that 70 percent of arable land is 
owned by white farmers in Namibia. Despite 
gaining independence nearly 30 years ago, a 
huge population of indigenous Namibians still 
don’t own the land.

Commercial farmers urged to heed 
Geingob’s call
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NEWS

The tomato is a versatile and popular 
crop that is relatively easy to grow. But 
it’s targeted by a number of pests.

The most important pests of tomatoes 
in Southern African countries are root-knot 
nematode, cutworm, bollworm, army worm, 
leaf miner, thrips, red spider mite and aphids.

CUTWORM
This is the greyish, hairless caterpillar (larva) 
produced by moths such as Agrotis segetum. 
It is often troublesome in the seedbed and 
a threat to newly transplanted tomatoes. At 
night, the caterpillar bites through the seedling 
just above the ground, severing it from its roots 
– hence the name ‘cutworm’.

Cutworms are usually found near a damaged 
plant 2cm to 5cm below the soil surface. The 
best way to reduce their numbers is to keep 
the land free of weeds before planting. Start 
weed control six weeks before sowing or trans-
planting.

Other caterpillars that feed on tomato plants 
are loopers, semi-loopers, bollworms, lesser 
armyworm and Spodaptera larvae. The moths 
fly in from the surrounding area at night. For-
tunately, many insecticides are registered to 
combat these pests. If only a few caterpillars 
are present, they can be removed by hand.

TOMATO RUST MITE
This tiny pest, only 0,2mm long, feeds on stems 
and leaves. The first sign of damage is that the 
lower leaves curl up. Infected leaves appear 
bronzed, and later wither and die.

RED SPIDER MITE
Less than 1mm each, this tiny, red-brown pest 
penetrates plant cells and sucks up the chlo-
rophyll in leaves. Red spider mites generally 
remain on the underside of the leaves but in a 
severe infestation may appear over the entire 
plant. Fine webbing may be visible between 
leaves and the leaves may turn light yellow. 
Infected plants sometimes die and those that 
survive produce little fruit. These mites prefer 
dry, hot conditions. Various insecticides are 
registered for control of mites on tomatoes.

WHITEFLY 
These small, white sucking insects are some-
times seen flying around the plant when the 
leaves are disturbed. The wings and bodies of 
the adults are covered with a fine white pow-
der. The pest gathers in large numbers under 
the leaves, sucking the sap. Whiteflies can also 
introduce harmful viruses into a land. They can 
be controlled with insecticides, and seedlings 
can be protected with a mesh cover.

LIRIOMYZA LEAF MINER 
This is the larva of a 2mm fly that has a bold 
yellow dot between its wings. The female lays 
its eggs in a small puncture mark on the leaf.

The larva creates long, thin tunnels while feed-
ing inside the leaves. Heavy infestation damag-
es the foliage to such an extent it reduces fruit 
set and results in sunburn to ripening fruit.

APHIDS
Aphids are 1,5mm- to 2,5mm-long insects 
ranging in colour from green to black. They 
prefer to hide under the leaves or congregate 
near the growth points of a host plant. They 
suck up the plant sap, and can cause even 
more damage by transmitting plant viruses.

BOLLWORM 
This is the offspring of a night-flying moth that 
is dull yellow to brown in colour. Fully-grown 
larvae are about 30mm to 40mm long. Young 
caterpillars are hairy and their colours vary 
from black to brown-beige. They feed on flow-
ers, leaves and the fruit of tomatoes. Later, they 
may feed inside a hollowed-out fruit. Nearly 30 
insecticides are registered against bollworm on 
tomatoes.

POTATO TUBER MOTH LARVA
This tiny, light-coloured caterpillar bores into 
unripe and ripe tomatoes, starting where the 
stem is attached to the fruit. This causes the 
fruit to rot. A tiny black ring usually indicates 
the entry point. The infected fruit is unmarket-
able and infected lands must be destroyed by 
burning after harvest. Insecticides can control 
tuber moth larvae in tomatoes.

NEMATODE
A nematode is a microscopic worm that causes 
large lumps or galls on a plant’s roots. These 
result in low yield, stunted plants, and wilting of 
the top growth. The best management is to use 
newer, nematode-tolerant cultivars, and rotate 
with other crops.

Growing marigolds (Tagetes spp.) reduces 
nematode numbers in infested soil within one 
season, but a single replanting of tomatoes on 
the same land may see nematode numbers 
build up again.

Several nematicides are registered for nema-
tode control on tomatoes. You can also pre-
vent nematode infestation by practising fallow 
ploughing.

9 common tomato pests
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NEWS

Commercial farming project hatched 
four years ago under the targeted 
intervention programme for Employ-
ment and Economic Growth (Tipeeg) 

has been ruined by illegal fencing of a piece of 
land and other challenges.

The N$12 million project was 40 percent fund-
ed by government and 60 percent by the 
German KfW Development Bank, and was to 
be further assisted through advisory services 
financed by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für In-
ternationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ).

Ismael Shailemo, Mangetti Farmers’ Union 
chairperson said the project did not materialise 
in the Mangetti block due to illegal handling of 
land meant for the project.

Shailemo said land gazetted and subtracted 
from the communal for the project was subdi-
vided and sold off by corrupt individuals linked 
to the Ondonga Traditional Authority.

 “The farming land has been turned into villag-
es and now, there are just homesteads all over 
the land that was earmarked for small-scale 
farms. 

“This land was already gazetted and the project 
was ready to kick off, until the illegal land fenc-
ing happened,” Shailemo said.

He said the small-scale farming project was 
aimed at developing and promoting commer-
cial farming in the communal area.

Sources within the agriculture ministry said the 
farming situation in the Mangetti area is very 
complicated and difficult to solve.

“Some of those so-called land owners are ab-
sentee farmers who are renting out their cattle 
posts to those who want to farm, but do not 
have land. 

“Due to that that situation there are always land 
disputes and conflicts among the farmers,”  said 
the source.

One of the resolutions from the country’s 
just-ended second national land conference 
was the removal of illegal land fences. Shaile-
mo welcome the decision, and believes Man-
getti farmers are going to cooperate.

 “Farmers are going to cooperate because they 
are now in dire need of those small-scale farms. 
Currently they are not doing much with their 
farms in their current state and they will wel-
come programmes that are aimed at develop-
ing their farming methods,” he said.

Other massive challenges that faced the proj-
ect include internal conflicts within the relevant 

traditional authorities and competition for land 
between farmers, which resulted in the initia-
tive not materialising in some areas.

The project was aimed at creating small-scale 
farms in the Mbunza area of Kavango East, 
the Sambui area of Kavango West, Okongo 
in Ohangwena and Otjetjekua and Amarika 
in Omusati, as well as Kongola near the Nkasa 
Rupara National Park in Zambezi, the Mangetti 
block in Oshikoto and the Otjozondjupa and 
Omaheke regions.

At Amarika, it is reported that the project was 
faced with the challenge of 13 well-connected 
individuals fencing off grazing areas that was 
also earmarked for the initiative.

In 2016, frustration and resentment boiled 
at a meeting in the Ongandjera kingdom, as 
farmers accused the Omusati Communal Land 
Board and Ongandjera Traditional Authority of 
offering special treatment to these 13 well-con-
nected individuals after they fenced off grazing 
areas that included government boreholes, 
which provide water to livestock.

Earlier this year it was also reported that com-
munity conservation areas in Ohangwena have 
been hijacked by private individuals, who have 
demarcated private farms for themselves, in a 
scheme that implicates traditional leaders.

Barrel of challenges derail 
Tipeeg agro-business project
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NEWS

The Development Bank of Namibia 
(DBN) recently donated N$150,000 
towards the construction of a dam for 
the Tegako 2020 Women in Business 

co-operative, which will be used for tilapia 
farming and irrigation of an orchard of 500 
trees and vegetable plots.

Tegako 2020 Women in Business Co-operative 
is a group of visionary women from Olulongo 
in the Oshana Region. 

The co-operative benefits widows, pensioners, 
orphans, those living with HIV and AIDS and 
others, engages primarily in traditional income 
generating activities, of which tilapia aquacul-
ture is one.

Martin Inkumbi, Chief Executive Officer at the 
bank said the co-operative has good poten-
tial to uplift the livelihood of rural women, their 
families and communities

“The dam will provide food security to mem-
bers of the Tegako Co-operative, I hope that 
tilapia catches would be productive enough to 
also provide an income to Tegako, and make 
the co-operative self-sustaining,” Inkumbi said.

Inkumbi also linked Tegako to sustainable ag-
ricultural practices, adding that the agricultural 
industry is vital to reduce rural poverty.

Further talking about the significance of dams, 
Inkumbi said that water storage represents a 
current resource for the economy but is also 
critical for providing a buffer against drought 
and the value of dams lies in catering to the 
water requirements of future generations.

 “The project fulfills four of the Bank’s six pil-
lars of corporate social investment. It provides 
an exemplary means of poverty alleviation but 
also skills development, community health and 
environmental benefits,” Inkumbi said. 

DBN empower women’s 
tilapia, orchard farming

Almaz MC-4/2
•Capacity: Up to 4t/hr
•2.2kW/hr (single phase)
•Weight: 160kg

The “Almaz” machine presents a 
revolution in grain cleaning tech-
nology. Our technology is based on 
jet stream of air and aerodynamic 
principles, which precisely sepa-
rates source material based on 
relative density. The Almaz 
machine is capable of processing 
all types of crops: Wheat, Durum, 
Corn, Soybeans, Lentils, Sunflower, 
Hemp, Lucerne, Poppy, Oats, 
Barley, Maize, Peas, Beans, 
Rosehip, you name it...
During scanning the machine is 
able to identify the diseased grain, 
grain affected by any type of 
fungus, insect damaged grain, 
immature grain and dockage, 
separating them all into one "clean 
out fraction" away from seed and 
food quality grain.food quality grain.
Enquire now!

www.almazsa.co.za      |      info@almazsa.co.za
+27 87 897 5153

Almaz Agro SA PTY LTD
Grain Separating Machines

Advantages of “Almaz” machines:

- ALL types of grain and seed;
- Does not damage the grain;
- Sievless separation;
- Low energy consumption; 
- Reliable;  
- Low maintenance;- Low maintenance;
- High operating efficiency.
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Government is exploring opportuni-
ties of harvesting floodwater, feasi-
bility studies are already being car-
ried out.

Alpheus !Naruseb agriculture minister told the 
Agriculture Outlook Conference that rainfall is 
expected to become increasingly unpredict-
able due to climate change.

!Naruseb said rainfall across the country has 
already been significantly below the annual av-
erage over the past four years, resulting in one 
of the worst droughts in recent history.

With about 70 percent of the country’s popu-
lation directly or indirectly deriving livelihoods 
from subsistence agriculture, the consequenc-
es of perennial water shortages continue to 
have devastating effects on the economy.

“As such the potential for water harvesting 
is there but limited in time and space,” said 

!Naruseb 

!Naruseb said large dams are being construct-
ed along ephemeral rivers to harvest runoff 
from the rivers after heavy rainstorms before it 
flows to the sea or delta. 

Small earthen dams are being excavated in the 
Cuvelai basin to harvest the seasonal floodwa-
ter. He said other flood-prone areas have not 
been developed but options are being inves-
tigated.

“So far not much has been done in the area 
pertaining to rain and floodwater harvesting. 
However, feasibility studies are being carried 
out clearly indicating the challenges but also 
opportunities in this area.”

Based on these studies, the ministry developed 
a programme on floodwater harvesting and 
irrigation, which seeks to expand the existing 
irrigation projects and to reduce the period-

ic damage caused by droughts and floods in 
parts of the country.

It also aims to enhance the resilience of crop 
and livestock farmers to climate change effects, 
and to expand the total land under irrigation. 

Under this programme, it is envisaged that nat-
ural water channels will be deepened to hold 
water for use by local communities and also 
put up sluice gates at some bridges to prevent 
water from flowing away. 

“These interventions are meant to collect and 
transfer large volumes of raw water to be avail-
able for the communities to accelerate com-
munity development while securing sources of 
financial income for themselves.”

The minister said the problem is not only the 
quantity of available water, but also the fact 
that it is often situated far from the centres of 
population and economic development.

Floodwater harvesting on 
government’s radar 



The Namibian Farmer | October - December 2018 11www.namibianfarming.com

Pumps   Valves   Service� �

KSB Etanorm
Performance by design meets excellent ef�ciency.

High energy efficiency  
Compliance with international energy regulations
Reduction of energy cost through automation
High operating reliability

 Versatility
Ease of servicing

Here’s why:

Etanorm is the world’s best selling water pump.

KSB Pumps and Valves (Pty) Ltd  - Namibia -Tel: +264 61 22 12 66 - www.ksbpumps.co.za 

Creep feeding is a means of providing 
supplementary feeds for nursing kids. 
This purpose is to accelerate kidding 
or weaning management and thus is 

common practice amongst top breeders. Using 
creep feed for young animals is not only one 
of the most economical methods of feeding, 
but also one of the most under-estimated yet 
rewarding practices in the livestock industry.

Shares Jurie Naude of De Heus, South Africa, 
“Creep feed can probably best be described as 
the feeding of young, growing animals whilst 
they are still suckling. The three major advan-
tages of creep feed are the development of the 
rumen, economic growth and the condition of 
the mothers (does).” 

Key to know is the fact that when goats are fed 
creep feed, their rumen develops much faster 
than when they are not given any creep feed 
at all. These goats get to utilise any feed and/
or grazing much sooner and are adapted at a 
much earlier age for more economical feeding. 
Statistics show that kids (lambs) on creep feed 
exhibit an improvement of 15-20% in growth 
compared to those who do not receive any 
creep feed. Creep feed may be introduced to 
kids from as early as a week - ten days old. 

Creep feed options on the market include 
Lamb Creep Meal, Superlamb Pellets, Ram, 
Lamb & Ewe Pellets and Chocolate Maize. Lu-
cern and Lab Lab are also very good for grow-
ing kids! Creep feeding has a mutual benefit for 
bith, the animal and for the farmer.

According to Felicity Julia Hunter of Techno-
feeds in Botswana, “It is important to feed an 
animal when it is young as this is when the 
muscle development, bone density and im-
mune system are developing. E.g. it will be-
come a strong healthy productive animal. You 
can start the animals on creep feed as early 
as a couple of weeks up to weaning. Weaning 
will then as a result take place early taking the 
stress off the mother with the young animal be-
ing able to cope in our sometimes very harsh 
conditions.” 

Creep feeding increases pre-weaning weight 
gain, especially for kids reared as a twin or 
triplet. It reduces the stress associated with 
weaning. Potential breeding animals and show 
prospects make the transition from milk to a 
dry diet much smoother if creep fed prior to 
weaning. 

The conversion of creep feed to body weight 

gain is also a very efficient process. Creep fed 
kids will have a greater weight per day of age. 
Kids will reach a target market weight and can 
be marketed at a younger age. For spring-born 
kids, avoiding the heat of the summer and 
large market runs may have a positive effect 
on net profit. 

Last but not least, any focus on the benefit 
to the kids, the use of creep feed is also very 
beneficial for the mother dam. The does are 
able to maintain a better body condition and 
at the same time a lot of pressure is immedi-
ately removed from the doe concerning the 
well-being of her offspring. The creep feeding 
of the kids also has a very positive effect on the 
re-conception and reproduction of the does. 
This is especially important in intensive farming 
operations where breeders push does to kid/
lamb every 8 months (thrice in 2 years).

The growing, almost never-ending, list of bene-
fits of using creep feed are impressive enough, 
and the words of the experts are a great en-
dorsement. Of course, doing your own re-
search is key, so make sure to explore your 
options and get to know the statistics and the 
facts. You will likely find it’s the right choice for 
your kids and your does! 

NEWS

The benefits of creep feeding kids
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Agriculture minister Alpheus !Naruseb 
has bemoaned the uncontrolled ex-
ports that threaten sustainability in 
the small-stock farming sector.

Speaking at the Agriculture Outlook Confer-
ence said farmers prefer to export, as local 
abattoirs offer low prices compared to neigh-
bouring countries, especial South Africa.

Authorities now have on the cards plans to 
commission short-term studies covering the 
entire livestock sector, to solicit information on 
key aspects. The initiative is expected to inform 
any future policy and regulatory interventions.

!Naruseb said the local farmers have compar-

ative advantage in the production of quality 
livestock.

“This has created a high demand for livestock 
and livestock products in countries, most no-
tably neighbouring countries, which aspire to 
develop their livestock and meat industries by 
sourcing livestock resources from Namibia for 
breeding and slaughtering purposes.”

He said the Namibian livestock marketing sys-
tem consists of informal and formal marketing 
channels for small stock and cattle.

“In both cases, it consists of individuals buying 
livestock for different reasons which include 
slaughter, as an investment, or for social func-

tions such as funerals, customary celebrations, 
weddings and religious celebrations.”

Meanwhile !Naruseb said the veterinary cor-
don fence (VCF)is aimed at protecting access 
of beef produced in the FMD-free zone to 
almost all markets in the world, including the 
lucrative European Union, China, United States 
and Norway markets as well as the potential 
high-value markets on the African continent.

Goats and sheep originating from anywhere 
in Namibia may be marketed throughout the 
country, but those from the non-cordoned 
areas must meet animal health requirements 
before being marketed in the FMD-free zones.

NEWS

Uncontrolled exports threaten 
local livestock trade 
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NEWS

Potential of utilising encroacher bush for 
animal feed has significant benefits, es-
pecially during the dry season, or times 
of drought, Progress Kashandula, Gen-

eral Manager of the De-bushing Advisory Ser-
vice (DAS) has said.

Kashandula said this at the opening of the 
training workshop on the potential of bush-
based animal feed held at Farm Langbeen 
Ranch in Dordabis recently.

“Bush based animal feed is one of the low 
hanging fruits for Namibia especially in filling 

up the gap in utilising bush parts. We get an 
opportunity to contribute towards solving bush 
encroachment and foresee a very big opportu-
nity for our farming community and land users 
to take advantage of this value chain,” Kashan-
dula added.

Dagmar Honsbein, Research Coordinator on 
behalf of the MAWF/GIZ Bush Control and 
Biomass Utilisation (BCBU) Project has also 
advised that small-scale farmers making feed 
does should be buoyed by willingness and 
ability to do it.

 “You don’t need a million dollars or machines 
to do bush-to-animal feed. After today, all you 
need is the bush and your willingness to get 
through challenging times, and mostly, your 
animals, through the drought,” she said.

Additionally, farmers were cautioned not to 
wait for a drought to produce animal feed but 
rather engage in pre-emptive feed production 
when bush carry foliage (from around Octo-
ber to March) to avoid the pressures that come 
with a drought.

Utilise bush-based animal 
feed farmers urged
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REGIONAL NEWS

Stern warning has been sent out to indi-
vidual that are illegal importing livestock 
breeds with potential to compromise 
national herd.

Kampamba Mulenga Minister of fisheries and 
livestock said importation of low-quality ani-
mal breeds is a criminal act that attracts the full 
wrath of the law.

Mulenga further said government is ready to 
support stakeholders like the herd book society 
of Zambia and the farmers union on importa-
tion of quality breeding stock and sales of ani-

mals within the country.

Government is in the process of establish-
ing artificial insemination satellite centers and 
livestock breeding centers countrywide to be 
used as sources of affordable breeding stock 
for small scale farmers.

Meanwhile Stanbic bank chief executive Leina 
Gabaraane said there is need for more invest-
ments in agriculture especially the livestock 
sector that is worth over One point five billion 
dollars in Zambia.

Gabaraane said Stanbic bank understands the 

potential that agriculture holds and is aligning 
itself to government’s diversification strategy 
from mining to agriculture.

He said Stanbic is demonstrating its capabilities 
as the largest financiers of agribusiness in Zam-
bia with investments of over 2 billion kwacha in 
agriculture loans and advances.

Chucky Cantley, chairperson of the Herd book 
society of Zambia said the society has provided 
a platform where farmers across the country 
can now access livestock breeds that suit local 
and international standards.

Low-quality animal breeds 
worry government

Meanwhile Stanbic bank chief executive Leina Gabaraane said there is need for more investments in 
agriculture especially the livestock sector that is worth over One point five billion dollars in Zambia.
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VALUE4HER a new project for Tech-
nical Centre for Agricultural and 
Rural Cooperation ( CTA) plans to 
empower women entrepreneurs 

working in the agricultural sector – agri-
preneurs – by giving them the skills, knowl-
edge and access to markets, finance and 
services they need to build their businesses. 

The project is calling for women-led agri-
businesses to register to become part of the 
first intelligence network targeting wom-
en-led agribusinesses in Africa.

“Women are key actors in agriculture, but 
benefit little from high-value activities,” said 
Sabdiyo Dido Bashuna, senior technical ad-
viser, value chains and agribusiness, at CTA.

Critical challenges for women include ac-
cess to markets and market intelligence, ac-
cess to finance and other business services, 
and the technical, management and lead-
ership skills needed to drive an enterprise 
forwards.

VALUE4HER has launched a call for wom-
en-led agribusinesses in southern and east-
ern Africa to register for an agribusiness 
intelligence network targeting women-led 
agribusinesses. 

The aim is to foster better links with mar-
kets, supply chains and other service pro-
viders, including financing partners. 

Agribusinesses that register will also be eli-
gible to participate in the project’s activities, 
including training and the chance to apply 
for a competitive grant aimed at spurring 
innovation.

VALUE4HER  is a joint initiative of CTA, the 
Africa Women Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship Forum (AWIEF) and the African 
Women in Agribusiness Network (AWAN), 
will help women to develop agribusinesses 
and to derive more income from agri-food 
markets. 

“We want to bring in more young women 
to be job creators and not just job seek-
ers,” said Irene Ochem, founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of AWIEF at the launch of 
the project. 

CTA has extensive experience in working 
with women-led businesses in Africa, the 
Caribbean and Pacific, including the Carib-
bean Network of Rural Women Producers 
(CANROP) and Samoa-based Women in 
Business Development Incorporated (WIB-
DI), as well as with farmer-led agricultural 
enterprises in Africa. 

VALUE4HER will focus on linking women-led 
agribusinesses with competitive high-value 
regional and global markets, and improv-
ing women business leader’s technical and 
managerial skills. 

The project will also facilitate innovative 
business linkages with other women-led 
agribusinesses and help agripreneurs to 
link with women suppliers, to benefit other 
women in the value chain.

 In addition, VALUE4HER will use knowledge 
and targeted advocacy to address econom-
ic barriers to women’s entrepreneurship 
(e.g. equitable access to finance), as well 
as highlight and reinforce market practices 
that enable women to succeed.

The Technical Centre for Agricultural and 
Rural Cooperation (CTA) is a joint interna-
tional institution of the African, Caribbean 
and Pacific (ACP) Group of States and the 
European Union (EU).

Its mission is to advance food security, resil-
ience and inclusive economic growth in Af-
rica, the Caribbean and the Pacific through 
innovations in sustainable agriculture. 

CTA operates under the framework of the 
Cotonou Agreement and is funded by the 
EU.

Project calls 
for women 

agripreneurs in 
Africa

The project will also facilitate innovative 
business linkages with other women-led 
agribusinesses and help agripreneurs to 

link with women suppliers, to benefit other 
women in the value chain.

Institut de Sélection Animale B.V.
Villa ‘de Körver’, Spoorstraat 69 
5831 CK Boxmeer, The Netherlands-EU
+31 485 319 111
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REGIONAL NEWS

“This reinforces the value of listing companies on the exchange as this listing reiterates that for companies 
that wish to raise capital or increase visibility in the market,”

Seed Co International the pan Africa 
seed manufacturer has listed on the Bo-
tswana Stock Exchange Limited (BSEL) 
to strengthen and enhance visibility of 

the company’s brand and regional operations.

According to the company the listing is expect-
ed to unlocking shareholder value, enhancing 
capacity to raise capital to finance growth and 
expansion opportunities in the seed business in 
Africa and beyond; 

In addition, spur growth and preserve share-
holder value by creating liquidity for the trad-
ing and valuation of the company’s shares.

“This reinforces the value of listing companies 
on the exchange as this listing reiterates that 
for companies that wish to raise capital or in-
crease visibility in the market,” said Thapelo 
Tsheole, Chief Executive Officer of BSEL.

Seed Co International has registered oper-
ations in Botswana, Rwanda, Ghana, South 
Africa, Kenya,Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia and 

Nigeria;

The company’s products are also currently be-
ing distributed in Democratic Republic of Con-
go (DRC), Ethiopia, Lesotho, Swaziland and 
Uganda.

The seed manufacturer runs the largest single 
out-grower scheme in the seed business in 
Africa and has the most extensive network of 
farmers, infrastructure, resources, geographical 
reach and know-how.

Seed Co source more 
liquidity on Botswana 
bourse
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CORPORATE NEWS

New Technologies competition, a fixture 
which attracts great interest within the 
EIMA International exposition in Bolo-
gna scheduled for November 7 to 11. 

According to the organisers brand new in-
novative technologies will be debuted at this 
year’s Rome exposition. The prize winners will 
be put on display in the Foursided Arch area 
in the center of the trade fair grounds follow-
ing careful evaluation by academic figures and 
technicians.

For the upcoming exposition a large number 
of products have been selected: 28 awards for 
new technologies named for devices with out-
standing innovative characteristics; 45 technical 
honorable mention for solutions distinguished 
for efficiency and capabilities for improving the 
performances of agricultural machinery. 

Then there is the Premi Blu award assigned for 
technologies distinguished for their features 

of eco-compatibilities and sustainability of the 
environment. 

From hybrid tractors and new concept im-
plements for soil preparation, automatic driv-
ing assistance systems, controls for the man-
agement of machinery and on to totally new 
electronic devices for 4.0 agriculture are the 
prize winning technologies with a dual value of 
contributing in a relevant way to technical and 
scientific progress in agricultural mechanization 
and providing the general public with very real 
and practical solutions. 

 “The models appraised are not merely pro-
totypes or future plans but innovations which 
have already been introduced in series pro-
duction and for this reason will attract great in-
terest for farmers, contractors and agricultural 
machinery technicians and also represent the 
proud satisfaction of the industries which creat-
ed them,” Davide Gnesini in the FederUnacoma 
Technical Office coordinating work on the com-

petition explained. 

The first view of the New Technologies exhi-
bition discloses the depth of the merchandise 
categories in the showcase of big machinery 
such as tractors, other machinery and acces-
sories, compact products and some tiny items 
such as components and electronic and digital 
devices. 

In relation to the exhibition as such, the 2018 
new technologies competition is intended as 
an informative instrument of special interest for 
the general public, a system associated with in-
creasing reality referring to activating an EIMA 
App which displays the new technologies logo 
on columns describing each product through 
telephone access for efficient and interesting 
video views including more thorough informa-
tion for understanding the machine and watch-
ing it in operation in its setting.

Bologna’s EIMA new products 
competition booming

We off er our clients analytical and formulation services 
and supply feed additives for all types of livestock feed. 
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CORPORATE NEWS

Visitors from 150 countries are expected 
to arrive for the agricultural mecha-
nization exposition along with official 
delegations from 70 countries through 

the organization of FederUnacoma and ICE, 
the Italian Trade Agency. 

Some 400 business people in the delegations 
will take part in business-to-business meeting 
with the exhibiting industries set up according 
to the merchandise categories of interest, with 
a special focus on Sub Saharan Africa, Asia and 
the United States.

The 2018 edition of EIMA International is 
the great exposition covering mechaniza-
tion in agriculture, forestry, livestock raising, 
groundskeeping and associated components 
coming up in Bologna for a run from Novem-
ber 7 to 11,  certain to confirm the international 
reach of the review. 

Industries exhibiting are coming from 49 coun-
tries and visitors taking part are expected from 
around the world following the 2016 edition 
when business people from 150 countries at-
tended the exposition. 

To accommodate the crowds of visitors, which 
reached 285,000 for the most recent edition, 
FederUnacoma, the Italian Machinery Manu-
facturers Federation, has planned such services 
as making interpreters available and business 
meetings, communications and information 
notes in Italian, English, German, French, Span-
ish, Russian and Arabic. 

In his setting, FederUnacoma and ICE, the Ital-
ian Trade Agency, have given special impor-
tance to planning programs for the encounters 
for the 400 business people representing 70 
countries selected by the ICE offices. 

The largest delegations are arriving from 20 
Asian countries, from Japan to Saudi Arabia 
and Indonesia and Pakistan. 

The FederUnacoma International Office re-
ported that the overall program calls for a full 
schedule of business-to-business encounters 
for representatives from exhibiting manufactur-
ers to facilitate comparisons between demand 
and supply offers. 

The business meetings will be based on the in-
terests of the business people in machinery in 
precise merchandise categories to facilitate the 
work of buyers and suppliers. 

During the 2016 exposition the number of these 
meetings came to 3,000 held in the roomy hall 
allocated in the trade fair quarters on the Pavil-
ion 25-26 Mezzanine. 

EIMA 2018 focus on Africa, 
Asia and the United States
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mechanization in agriculture, forestry, livestock raising, groundskeeping and 
associated components coming up in Bologna for a run from November 7 to 

11,  certain to confirm the international reach of the review. 
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