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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Government’s announcement that 
they intend to improve the country’s 
irrigation is good news.

Food security has become a concern 
for all across the globe and any commitment 
to improve food production is a welcome 
development.

Already we are importing a lot from our 
neighbouring country and efforts to reduce 
the import bill will only bear fruits through 
a well coordinated farming industry with all 
stakeholders.

Irrigations will ignite production of various 
products across the country throughout the 
year and reduce over dependency of rain feed 
farming.

Over the years, yields have been dwindling 
in most known best farming nations, a 
development attributed to climate change. 

Therefore irrigation can help prop up 
agribusiness.

Let government walk the talk on plans outlined 
in the 5th National Development Plan and 
the Harambee Prosperity Plan, the agriculture 
sector is expected to put 27 000 hectares 
under irrigation by the year 2030 through 
the implementation of the green scheme 
programme.

Well, this can be fast tracked through Public 
Private Partnerships, because at a fast rate – 
food security is becoming an issue which calls 
both government and the private stakeholders 
to join hands.

Currently 11 500 hectares are under irrigation 
countrywide and the remaining 15 500 hectares 
need to be placed under irrigation over the 
next 12 years.

PPPs will also allow us complete mechanised 

farming that should see food security issues 
being put under our feet, becoming issues that 
are easily controlled and monitored.

At a cost of N$5.4 billion, government is 
expected to cover development of other 
irrigation projects such as at Katima/Liselo in 
Zambezi, Tandjeskoppe in //Kharas and Etunda 
phases 7 and 8 in the Omusati Region are well 
on track.

We put out a plea to the private sector 
community to see the potential that agriculture 
has and join hands with governments in 
improving agriculture, create sustainable 
synergies and move forward farming.

Enjoy the read!

For comments, feedback and information 
sharing, please do not hesitate to reach-out 
on drewmara@gmail.com.

Private sector help fight 
food deficiencies 

We put out a plea to the private sector community to see the potential that agriculture has and join hands with 
governments in improving agriculture, create sustainable synergies and move forward farming.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Bump harvest stir farmers’ joy

Farmers are in high spirits this year, as bump 
harvest looms for most of them, across the 
country.

 For nearly three years, Teo Tobias’ household 
in Eyakulo village in northern Oshikoto region 
has been food insecure following poor crop 
yields of staple pearl millet due to climate 
change variability.

This year, Tobias is a happy man, optimistic 
about the harvest prospects. 

“This year’s rainfall was sufficient to grow crops. 
We anticipate a bumper harvest of pearl millet 
and sorghum,” Tobias  said.

Matheus Ndjodhi, an agro-business analyst in 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, 
said that based on the crop assessment con-
ducted in February 5 to March 2, most of the 
crop producing regions are expecting a better 
crop harvest.

“We have received good to moderate rainfall in 
some regions, which should be sufficient to aid 
in better crop yields for farmers,” said Ndjodhi.

Government efforts to provide subsidized ser-
vices including ploughing and seeds through 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forest-
ry regional extension offices has aided in the 
farmers’ improved prospects. 

Clean bill of health for Meatco 
canning  

The annually audit on Meatco’s Cannery by 
Lucky Star has given the department a clean 
bill of health.

According to Meatco’s Quality Assurance Man-
ager, Hosea Shaanika, the recent findings have 
shown an improvement in the corned meat 
products’ manufacturing and packaging sys-
tems compared to the previous audit.

He development comes at the backdrop of the 
recent outbreak of Listeriosis in South Africa.

Lucky Start, the renowned Meatco customer 
conducted an audit on hygiene testing and on 
product safety and the auditor was impressed 
with the entire process at the plant level.

Though Meatco’s is yet to receive the final audit 
report from the certification body, indications 
are that the company continues to grow with 
every audit by constantly improving systems in 
order to meet the requirements for a successful 
audit completion.

Explore sheep market potential  

Sheep producers have been challenged to 
make the most of market potential and possi-
ble future growth opportunities.

Koos van der Ryst, an agricultural expert it is 
possible to farm sheep profitably, even on a 
small piece of land.

He however advised against exceeding the 
carrying capacity of one’s land but encouraged 
careful management of one’s operations, and 
good record keeping.

“The carrying capacity of the land can be de-
termined by consulting experienced farmers or 
other experts who know the area,” said Van der 
Ryst.

Van der Ryst also warned on difficulties that 
need to be overcome, such as the current 
small-scale marketing system, erratic rainfall 
patterns, escalating feeding costs and the clo-
sure of one abattoir, the expert warned.

Van der Ryst further advised the farmers to 
keep livestock numbers at or below carrying 
capacity. 

“The ewes will be in good condition with 
enough milk to raise strong, healthy lambs. 

“The animals will react better to inoculations 
and dipping. Healthy ewes and lambs mean 
good wool and meat production,” he advised.

Huge potential for pig farming

Pig farming still has huge potential in the 
country, as retailers import most pork from the 
neighbouring South Africa.

South Africa exported 13,500 metric tonnes 
of pork, or 5.5 percent of its total production, 
mostly to neighboring countries such as Na-
mibia, Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland. 

Statistic also revealed that, Pork is the widely 
eaten meat in the world, accounting for over 
40 percent of the world’s meat consumption, 
with high level of protein, essential vitamins, 
minerals, amino acid and is good for overall 
health. 

Last year, the Pig Producers Association (PPA) 
said is urgently looking into the possibility of 
constructing a pig abattoir in the central re-
gions to stimulate growth of the industry.

The lack of such an abattoir is hampering de-
velopment of the industry, which stands on the 
threshold of a new era as demand for pork rap-
idly grows worldwide.

Hybrids seeds answer to food 
shortages

Adaptable seeds are fast becoming an answer 
to food shortage that most nations continue 
to reel under.

According to the UN farmers have to produce 
70 percent more food by 2050 to feed the 
global population. 

To meet this startling prediction, scientific and 
accurate breeding programmes are being 
executed to create more adaptable F1 hybrid 
seeds. These seeds will generate productive 
harvests to sustain global needs.

“Heat, disease, moisture and drought resis-
tance, or tolerant seeds produced and sup-
plied by Taiwan companies are well-known 
worldwide,” explains Ms Sabine Liu, the general 
manager of UBM Taiwan. 

Among various seed options produced by Tai-
wan companies, broccolis, cauliflowers, cher-
ry tomatoes, watermelons, pumpkins, kidney 
beans, peas, aubergines, sweet peppers and 
graft passion fruit seedlings are the most trad-
ed items, statistics show, she says.

“The seed pavilion at Asia Agri-Tech Expo will 
showcase many of these high-quality seeds 
produced by Besgrow Seed, Ching Long Seed, 
Agronew Trading, Taiwan Banana Research In-
stitute, Known-You Seed, Sing-Flow Seed Trad-
ing and many more.”

Supported by Taiwan’s Council of Agriculture 
(COA), the second edition of Asia Agri-Tech 
Expo & Forum will be held at Taipei World 
Trade Center from July 26 to28, 2018. 

Vaccinate your cattle

Vaccines can prevent a wide range of diseases 
that can cause reduced production, fertility or 
death in cattle and economic losses to produc-
ers.

In addition, vaccines can protect cattle against 
clostridial diseases, reproductive and respi-
ratory diseases as well as calf scours, bovine 
ephemeral fever and pinkeye.

Always follow directions on the vaccine label to 
ensure that the vaccination program is effective 
and to prevent residues in slaughtered animals.

Discussing your vaccination program with your 
private or government veterinarian will help 
you decide which vaccinations will be most 
valuable in maintaining your herd’s health and 
profitability.
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COVER STORY

As the country grapple with finding 
ways to improve the country’s food 
import bill, the Agricultural Business 
Development Agency (Agribusdev) 

said it needs N$111 million to develop the state-
owned green scheme projects.

Petrus Uugwanga, Agribusdev Managing Di-
rector said the parastatal need N$111 million 
to develop some of the eleven green scheme 
farms in the country, according to its 2017 to 
2022 blueprint. 

Established in 2011, the state-owned company 
oversees the development and management 
of the agriculture ministry’s green scheme ir-
rigation projects.

Uugwanga said once  green scheme imple-
mentation is on track the company will realise 
an income of N$1,8 billion from 2017 to 2022.

“Assuming that the necessary development is 
done, all eight operational centres, with the 
exception of the head office, will post profits,” 
he said. 

He added that a total of 464 permanent jobs 
will be maintained, while 98 additional ones will 
be created. 

“Over 4 000 temporary jobs will be created,” 
he noted. 

Agribusdev is also engaging public-private 
partnerships (PPPs) to run some of their green 
scheme projects around the country. 

Projects such as the Katima/Liselo farm in the 
Zambezi region, which measures 1 600 hect-
ares, will use this arrangement for de-bushing 
and fencing that are currently ongoing.

Neckartal in the //Karas region, which mea-
sures 5 000 hectares, will use the public-private 
partnership for bulk services. 

Other green scheme projects which are being 
eyed for public-private partnerships include 
the 4 000 hectares Tandjieskoppe irrigation 
project situated at Noordoewer in the //Karas 
region.

The other project is the Zone green scheme 
measuring 2 000 hectares located at Zone 
village in the Kavango West region. Uvhun-
gu-Vhungu, a dairy farm on the outskirts of 
Rundu measuring 263 hectares, will be explor-
ing the PPP approach, the report said.

Uugwanga added that the Etunda irrigation 
farm (360 hectares), located at Ruacana, is at 
its seventh to eighth phase of planting.

Mashare farm is in the second phase of land 
preparation and planting, while Musese, mea-
suring 110 hectares for semi-subsistence farm-
ing, is busy with planting. 

Agribusdev is expecting a total harvest of 16 
091 metric tonnes of maize from the green 
scheme, valued at N$72 million. 

“The first option is for government to buy the 
grain for national strategic food reserves man-
aged by the Agro-Marketing and Trade Agency 
(Amta),” he continued. 

The threat of the fall army-worm remains, but 
it is not about the knowledge, but the cost of 
spraying, he said. 

Some of the challenges revealed by the state-
owned company include the high cost of pro-
duction at farm level (electricity and fertiliser), 
the invasion of the fall army worms, with the 
high cost of spraying, and budgetary con-
straints, particularly for grain procurement and 
other essential services. 

Uugwanga added that the PPP model is not 
clear, especially for projects that have already 
started. 

A challenge that was highlighted at the event 
was producing locally, instead of importing 
goods from elsewhere. 

Agribusdev runs the Orange River, Hardap, 
Etunda, Musese, Sikondo, Uvhungu-Vhungu, 
Ndonga Linena, Mashare, Shadikongoro, Ka-
limbeza and Shitemo green scheme farms. 

Agribusdev push for green 
schemes projects
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NEWS

Herefords beef breed has been evolv-
ing in Namibia from a fundamentally 
European breed to excellently adapt-
ed African beef cattle.

Heinz Gruhn, chairperson of the Namibian 
Hereford Breeders’ Society (NHBS) says right 
from the start, in one way or the other, breed-
ers used selection to improve the efficiency of 
the breed.

Gruhn says the first Herefords arrived in Na-
mibia in 1918, since then, the breed has steadily 
adapted to the harsh realities of beef produc-
tion in the country. A century later they have 
emerged as a fast-growing, highly fertile, me-
dium-maturing beef breed.

“One of the problems that had to be tackled 
from the outset was the Hereford’s thick coat. 

“Needless to say, this was ill-suited to the Na-
mibian heat, where temperatures common-

ly range from the high 30s to low 40s,” said 
Gruhn.

Through strict selection, Namibia’s Herefords 
now boast short, smooth coats. In winter, small 
curls are permissible, but in summer the coat 
must become smooth again.

This has been the main change. Other than 
that: “The animals still look like the original 
Herefords, red with a white head, brisket, un-
derline, crest, switch and legs below the knees 
and hocks,” said Gruhn.

Livestock production, the mainstay of agricul-
ture in Namibia, is practised under semi-arid 
conditions characterised by low and highly 
variable rainfall. 

According to Gruhn, the rainfall varies from as 
low as 75mm/year in the south-west to an av-
erage of 500mm to 550mm/year in the north-
east.

“We therefore need to use the best genetics 
possible to ensure that we make money,” he 
stresses.

The economic realities of beef cattle produc-
tion under Namibia’s extensive farming condi-
tions are such that producers cannot afford to 
accommodate poorly performing animals.

Informed selection decisions based on genom-
ics, among others, will become increasingly im-
portant in future.

This explains why beef producers in Namibia 
were among the first worldwide to adopt the 
Single Step method. This makes it possible to 
include genomic information in BLUP breeding 
values and has emerged as an important tool 
in ensuring the long-term sustainability of red 
meat production in Namibia, says Heinz.

The country’s Hereford stud industry currently 
consists of 459 animals.

100 years of genetic 
improvement for Herefords
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NEWS

Bonsmara breeder has donated frozen 
bull semen to government, as part of 
efforts to promotion of the breed.

Dr. Joggie Briedenhann, and his team 
have build a large inventory of semen from the 
top performing Bonsmara bulls in Namibia and 
South Africa.

The frozen bull semen handed to the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Water and Forestry recently in-
clude a number of bulls that have the biggest 
influence on the Bonsmara breed worldwide.

According to Dr. Briedenham the semen in-
ventory he donated to the ministry consists 
of about 4 000 semen straws and he trust will 
make a significant contribution to the livestock 
industry in Namibia.

Though relatively a new breed, Bonsmara 
breed is one of the locally adapted breeds and 
is fast becoming popular among cattle farmers 
in Namibia.

“So, it is not just semen but rather tested and 
proven excellent genetic breeding material. 

“As part of the semen inventory, we docu-
mented the strong and weak traits for each 
bull (purely for those traits that will bring more 
money for the farmer), the production sys-
tems recommended for each bull , meaning 
if it should be used for weaner production, 
slaughter ox production or for the breeding 
and selling of replacement heifers,” said Dr. 
Briedenham.

He explained the breed can easily adapt to 
both communal and commercial farming sys-

tems, mainly due to its low maintenance and 
high fertility.

In addition, he indicated that if the bull could 
be used as a calving ease bull to open heifers 
or if it should only be used on proven cows.

He said if these recommendations are followed, 
success with the off-spring is guaranteed.

According to him, Namibia, being predomi-
nantly a livestock producing country, is one of 
the few African countries that still have a wide 
range of livestock breeds and ecotypes which 
have given rise to a large genetic pool.

This genetic pool, he said is attributed to con-
certed efforts by livestock farmers who contin-
ue to breed and multiply livestock for sustained 
livelihood.

Breeder donates 4000 bull 
semen to government
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NEWS

As part of corporate social responsi-
bility (CSI) miners recently donated 
global positioning system (GPS) col-
lars to help monitor the behaviour 

and movement of cattle in the Namib Desert.   

The Japanese Oil, Gas and Metals National 
Corporation (Jogmec) and Reptile Mineral Re-
sources & Exploration (RMR) donated 12 GPS 
collars to the Gobabeb Research & Training 
Centre for tracking cattle.

The collars will be used by a student at 
Gobabeb, Eric Shiningayamwe, to monitor 
the behaviour and movement of cattle in the 
Namib Desert, as part of his research towards 
a master’s degree in rangeland management 
from the University of Namibia.

According to Gobabeb, the Namib Desert is a 
hyper-arid desert where annual rainfall averag-
es less than 25 mm, and temperatures often 
exceed 40°C. 

The Namib was almost entirely uninhabited by 
humans, but the Topnaar Nama (≠Aoni) peo-
ple have lived and farmed with livestock in this 
harsh environment for centuries.

Although grass and grazing for cattle and small 
stock are almost completely absent, the Topna-
ar farmers of the lower Kuiseb River know that 
livestock does well when they feed on the nu-
tritious pods of the ana and camelthorn trees.

“Knowledge from the Namib may, therefore, 
guide other livestock farmers in Namibia how 
to cope with climate change. 

Shiningayamwe’s study will examine the daily 
movement and activities of desert cattle about 
the vegetation and local conditions of the low-
er Kuiseb River, which may elaborate specifi-
cally on animal feeding habits, definitive infor-
mation about predators and competition with 
wildlife, and animal responses to extreme heat 
and weather,” the statement read.

On the other hand a complementary study 
on how much pods are produced by ana and 
camelthorn trees is being carried out by Dortea 
Hamukoto, a recent Unam graduate and intern 
at Gobabeb, as part of an assessment of the 
carrying capacity of the rangelands.

Most Namibian farmers know how important 
pods are for their livestock, but there is very 
little information on how many pods are pro-
duced by trees, and how rainfall affects pod 
production. 

Understanding how cattle utilise marginal 
rangelands as in the Namib Desert, and how 
much fodder is available, provides fundamen-
tal knowledge in animal behaviour and land 
resource utilisation, which will form a national 
baseline for providing better advice to farmers 
regarding cattle management and rangeland 
management in different parts of the country.

The Gobabeb Research and Training Centre 
offer local and international scientists the op-
portunity to work in one of the first dry-land 
research centres of the world. 

Miners support cattle tracking in 
Namib Desert

…as part of efforts to study climate change patterns
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NEWS

Government has announced plans to 
acquire more commercial farming 
land in the next two years.

The development comes after au-
thorities spent N$112 million on 11 farms mea-
suring 44 000 hectares (ha) during the 2017/18 
financial year.

Utoni Nujoma, the minister of land reform re-
cently told parliament that his ministry intends 
to buy five million hectares of commercial ag-
ricultural land and another five million hectares 
of communal land by 2020.

The ministry resettled 28 farmers - 15 men 
and 13 women - under the resettlement pro-
gramme during 2017/18.

“It should be noted that these numbers fall 
short of the demand for land, which is still sig-
nificantly high and keeps escalating,” Nujoma 
said.

He stated that in the current financial year, the 
ministry expects to acquire about 11 farms.

“I also want to inform this August House that 
the N$120 million budgeted for the land pur-

chase sub-programme will more or less bring 
in the same results in the current financial year,” 
said Nujoma.

Although under-funded, Nujoma said his min-
istry will require a minimum of N$476 186 000 
to deliver its mandate for the 2018/19 financial 
year.

The programmes include land reform; valua-
tion, property taxation and estate manage-
ment; security of tenure and support services.

More land acquisition plans on the pipeline
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Government has identified Tsumis Arid 
Zone Agricultural Centre (TAZAC) 
in the Hardap Region and Mashare 
Agricultural Development Institute 

(MADI) in the Kavango East Region to imple-
ment the vocational education training (VET) 
training programmes in agriculture.

The development is to support Namibia Train-
ing Authority (NTA), as part of efforts to close 
skills gap in the agriculture sector.

Previously no accredited vocational training in 
agriculture existed in the country, leading to 
lack of semiskilled workforce in the sector..

Percy Misika, the permanent secretary in the 
agriculture ministry said education, skills de-
velopment and technical vocational training 

are central to agricultural production and rural 
employment in every country.

So far, 11 trainees already received their cer-
tificates after having undergone a 6-month 
foundation course in horticulture with particu-
lar emphasis on dates, grapes and vegetables 
production with a rigorous practical training at 
the Orange River Irrigation Project. T

he objective of this tailor-made course was to 
equip these young people with knowledge and 
skills that will enable them to embark upon 
commercial farming with export-oriented cash 
crops such as dates and grapes, amongst oth-
ers.

Misika says this training is prerequisite for the 
participation in the commercial irrigation farm-

ing at any irrigation project under the Green 
Scheme and he thus urged trainees to become 
competent new irrigation farmers and not job 
seekers.

“I do not expect you to go and look for em-
ployment but I look at you as new commer-
cial farmers, prospective employers and young 
entrepreneurs, who will make their mark in a 
highly competitive national and international 
market for crops and horticultural products, 
thereby contributing to the attainment of food 
self-security, and improved livelihoods,” he said.

Misika explained the Namibian government 
recognises the importance of increasing in-
vestments in human capital development by 
capacitating interested Namibians particularly 
the youth through VET.

NEWS

Selected VET to offer agriculture 
training programmes
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AGCO, a worldwide manufacturer and 
distributor of agricultural equipment 
has opened headquarters in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa as the compa-

ny expands its presence on the continent.

“Africa’s role is pivotal to feeding the world’s 
growing population and repairing the problem 
of global food security,” says Martin Richenha-
gen, President, Chairman and CEO of AGCO, 
Your Agriculture Company.

As part of AGCO’s vision and strategy for ad-
vancing African agricultural prosperity, the 
company is poised to develop its involvement 
in the Agri-Parks project, the networked inno-
vation system of agro-production, processing, 
logistics, marketing, training and extension ser-
vices

“With global sales of US$8.3 billion, AGCO is 
making major investments in Africa to engineer 
food security and support sustainable produc-

tivity through technology and innovation,” said 
Richenhagen. 

“As a ‘first mover’ in innovation, we are meeting 
the challenge to grow more food with fewer 
resources head-on.”

According to the company, the opening of the 
new headquarter in Johannesburg is just part 
of AGCO’s continually developing infrastruc-
ture on the continent which has also seen the 
establishment of a parts warehouse, the AGCO 
Future Farm and Training Center in Zambia and 
a Joint Venture to produce tractors in Algeria. 

Most recently, the company launched the new 
AGCO Agribusiness Qualification (AAQ), an ac-
credited two-year agribusiness program.

The company also intends to develop Agri-
Parks project, the networked innovation system 
of agro-production, processing, logistics, mar-
keting, training and extension services. 

“With AGCO’s wide-ranging products, services 
and expertise, we are perfectly placed to make 
a valuable contribution to this exciting initiative 
in agricultural production and rural economic 
transformation,” commented, Nuradin Osman, 
AGCO Vice President and General Manager 
Africa.

 “The company’s approach to ‘serve Africa from 
Africa’ is central to our strategy to accelerate 
and deepen agricultural growth on the conti-
nent. Africa – your time is now,”   said Gary Col-
lar, AGCO Senior Vice President and General 
Manager Asia-Pacific and Africa.

Richenhagen said meeting key stakeholders in 
Africa’s agricultural advancement was a great 
opportunity for me, and as a business we are 
committed to Africa and will be available to 
add towards initiatives that ensure that agricul-
ture is done differently, in order to contribute 
towards economic growth and job creation.

NEWS

Your Agriculture Company opens 
HQ in Johannesburg 

According to the company, the opening of the new headquarter in Johannesburg is just part 
of AGCO’s continually developing infrastructure on the continent which has also seen the 

establishment of a parts warehouse,
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REGIONAL NEWS

BY ESTHER NGUMBI*

The World Bank recently launched one of its 
largest climate smart agriculture initiatives in 
India. Through this $420 million initiative, the 
bank expects to reach over 25 million small-
holder farmers working on 3.5 million hectares 
of land. 

The project will support climate-smart agri-
cultural practices including crop diversification 
and planting of drought-tolerant varieties. 
Ultimately, this will lead to the sustainable im-
provement of agricultural productivity, water 
security, soil health and improve farmer resil-
ience in the face of a changing climate.

Climate smart agricultural practices (CSA), as 
defined by the UN Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization, are approaches that help to transform 
and reorient agricultural and food systems to 
effectively support development and ensure 
food security in a changing climate. 

These approaches aim to tackle three objec-
tives: sustainably increase agricultural pro-
ductivity, adapt and build resilience to climate 
change and reduce or remove greenhouse gas 
emissions. CSA initiatives employ and encour-
age several strategies including planting of 
improved and drought tolerant crop varieties, 
delivering timely seasonal and current weather 
information to farmers and sharing agricultural 
innovations.

The changing climate continues to impact 
many countries around the world as evidenced 
by recurrent droughts, prolonged dry sea-
sons, floods, increased crop pest infestations, 
and emergence of new problems such as the 
fall armyworm in Africa. Affected most are the 
smallholder farmers, many of whom depend 
on agriculture as a source for their livelihood. 

Take the example of Kenya, where many farm-
ers including those I work with in agricultural 
projects along the Kenyan coast are experienc-
ing floods which are expected to worsen.

This shows that more CSA initiatives need to 
be rolled out and supported in many of the 
climate change impacted countries including 
countries in the African continent.

This is happening in places. There are sever-
al CSA initiatives that have been rolled out in 

many African countries including Kenya, Niger, 
Tanzania and Uganda. These initiatives have 
been implemented by  agencies and interna-
tional research centers  such as the UN FAO, 
the World Bank, USAID and the CGIAR.

And there are many success stories emerging 
from CSA initiatives that have been in oper-
ation for the last several years across Africa. 
From Kenya’s climate smart villages that have 
helped farmers to transform their previously 
unproductive land into productive high-yield-
ing farms to Tanzania, where improved irriga-
tion systems have resulted in increased rice 
productivity for more than 228,000 farmers 
have increased farm productivity and Ethio-
pia, where farm productivity has increased, 
soil health improved  and average annual farm 
household incomes increased by over 260 per-
cent because farmers were provided with accu-
rate analysis of their soil health, allowing them 
to apply the needed fertilizers.

These success stories clearly show that climate 
smart agricultural practices are a viable option 
that can sustainably transform the agriculture 
sector under a changing climate. The ques-
tion then becomes: how can these practices 
be sustained over time to ensure that farmers 
continue to adopt and implement them in the 
coming decades? Most important is the ques-
tion on how countries can prioritize that what 
works so that it can be scaled up quickly?

First and foremost, African countries govern-
ments must take the lead both in designing 
and funding these strategies. Governments 
need to identify the suitable and appropriate 
CSA practices adapted for their countries and 
further come up with plans on how this climate 
smart agricultural practice will be rolled out 
across their respective countries.

A deeper look at the current CSA initiatives 
being rolled out in many African countries in-
cluding Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia  
shows that many of these initiatives are heavily 
funded by external donors such as The World 
Bank, African Development Bank, USAID and 
CGIAR centers. One of the biggest drawback is 
that it is almost impossible for African countries 
to set out their own research agendas without 
donor interference.

Kenya, for example, acknowledged this draw-

back in its recently released 2017-2026 Kenya 
Climate Smart Agriculture Strategy. African 
governments therefore need to allocate and 
set budgets that specifically fund their CSA ini-
tiatives.

Secondly, it is important for CSA initiatives to 
be inclusive. Most importantly, farmers voices 
must be heard, and their needs incorporated 
in CSA initiatives. 

Farmers and other beneficiaries of these initia-
tives need to be consulted and involved in de-
fining and choosing the appropriate CSA prac-
tices. To date, many of these solutions are from 
experts and passed along to farmers without 
adequate consultation. For these practices to 
be sustainable and be widely adopted, it is im-
portant to inclusive.

Most importantly, because many CSA practic-
es and interventions are new to African small-
holder farmers African governments must sup-
port and maintain demonstration centers or 
on the ground model farms where farmers can 
go learn and see many of these climate smart 
agricultural practices in action. Doing so will 
allow farmers have access to the information 
they need to implement these CSA practices 
on their farms.

Of course, even if African governments take 
the lead, they may still need to involve various 
stakeholders and partners. Many CSA projects 
require large investments and the involvement 
of multiple agencies. Thus, partnerships includ-
ing public-private partnerships and collabora-
tions between governments, private funders, 
agricultural institutions and universities must 
be encouraged.

Climate smart agricultural practices and initia-
tives have a great promise for boosting Afri-
ca’s agricultural productivity and helping to 
build farmers resilience. African countries must 
therefore take the lead in investing and funding 
these worthy practices that will enable their cit-
izens to improve agricultural productivity while 
becoming resilient to the changing climate.

*Dr Esther Ngumbi is a distinguished 
postdoctoral researcher, a World Policy 
Institute Senior Fellow, Aspen Institute New 
Voices Food Security Fellow, and a Clinton 
Global University Initiative Agriculture 
Commitments Mentor and Ambassador.

African countries need to push 
climate smart agriculture

Climate smart agricultural practices (CSA), as defined by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, are approaches that help to 
transform and reorient agricultural and food systems to effectively support development and ensure food security in a changing 

climate. 
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REGIONAL NEWS

The International Co-operative Alliance 
(ICA) and FAO renewed their partner-
ship deal to enable smallholder and 
small-scale family farmers in the de-

veloping world to benefit from a unique and 
successful business model that combines eco-
nomic and social goals for inclusive develop-
ment.

Through its membership, ICA represents 1.2 
billion people from any of the 2.6 million coop-
eratives worldwide.

The two organizations signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding that will give new impetus to 
their collaboration, formally begun in 2013, and 
provide opportunities to enhance and deepen 
their strategic partnership.

Under the framework of the MoU, FAO and 
ICA will generate and promote knowledge 
and good practice examples of how cooper-
atives in the food and agriculture sectors can 
be sustainable and inclusive enterprises; sup-
port advancement of cooperatives as a busi-
ness model that is well-performing, inclusive 
of small-scale producers and family farmers 
and responsive to members’ needs; ensure 
participation of cooperatives and their mem-
bers in regional and global policy consultation 
processes and support the establishment of an 
enabling environment for cooperatives to de-
velop and thrive.

The important contributions of agricultur-
al cooperatives to poverty reduction and the 
achievement of food security are gaining in-

creasing recognition throughout the world.

Cooperatives are included as implementing 
partners in the SDGs and play a critical role in 
strengthening smallholders’ capacities to make 
responsible investment in agriculture. Further, 
the UN Decade of Family Farming (2019-2028) 
Resolution recalls the need to focus on agri-
cultural cooperatives and farmers’ networks in 
efforts to enhance food security and nutrition.

As autonomous businesses that are joint-
ly-owned and democratically controlled by 
their members, cooperatives are a tested 
model that can sustainably support small-scale 
producers and family farmers to achieve econ-
omies of scale, improve their access to markets, 
credit, information and other resources and 
enhance their wellbeing. 

FAO, ICA sign new partnership 
Climate smart agricultural practices (CSA), as defined by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, 

are approaches that help to transform and reorient agricultural and food systems to effectively support 
development and ensure food security in a changing climate. 
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CORPORATE NEWS

Kenya’s small-scale farmers are set to reap 
from humanitarian agency Mercy Corps’ 
partnering with Mastercard Foundation 
to push for adoption of technology.

The development is expected to yeild better 
food production and end perennial shortages.

Mercy Corps’ Agrifin Accelerate Programme is 
a $25 million (Sh2.5 billion) project that is run-
ning for six years and will benefit Kenya, Zam-
bia and Tanzania.

It is supported by the Mastercard Foundation 
and is aimed at helping to close the gap in ac-
cess to financial services, information and mar-
ket services.

The scheme hosted more than 200 participants 
from around the world recently in Nairobi to 
accelerate the use of technology and make 
farming profitable.

In addition, the platform provides assess to dig-

ital financial services for smallholder farmers, 
discuss trends and opportunities and engage 
on enhancing last mile service for farmers.

At the forum, leading experts on financial in-
clusion from banks, mobile network operators, 
agribusinesses, tech innovators, governments 
and development partners from Kenya and 
across Africa engaged the audience.

Key speakers at the event included executives 
from the Mastercard Foundation, the World 
Food Programme, Google, Safaricom, Equity 
Bank, FarmDrive and SunCulture.

“In Kenya, our 2017 study of smallholders found 
that over 90 per cent of farmers use mobile 
phones to access financial services and infor-
mation regardless of education, gender or age 
and the use of smart phones is also on the rise,” 
said Leesa Shrader, programme director at 
Mercy Corps Agrifin Accelerate.

“Moving forward, mobile will become even 
more important for farmers to access markets, 
critical services like transportation and crop 
disease management tools — helping drive 
up farmer productivity and income,” said the 
official.

Olga Morawczynski, programme manager for 
financial inclusion at the Mastercard, said they 
were impressed Africa was making progress in 
innovations that support farmers’ access to fi-
nancial services.

Mercy Corps, Mastercard help 
farmers utilise tech
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CORPORATE NEWS

Multinational feed additives produc-
er Nutriad is introducing a proven 
concept Krave® to the sow’s diet, 
to stimulate voluntary feed intake 

in the high temperature conditions across Asia.

“Nutriad understands that feed intake in lactat-
ing sows in hot climates is a major challenge to 
the modern genotypes,” said BK Chew, Region-
al Director APAC. 

Multinational feed additives producer Nutriad, 
headquartered in Belgium recently sponsored 
the Pig Feed Quality Conference that was held 
in Bangkok ,Thailand recently. 

This year’s conference centered on nutrition of 
the sow, increasing feed intake in tropical con-

ditions and reducing feed costs. 

Nutriad’s expertise on swine nutrition and 
health in general and on feed intake, was at full 
display during the event.

According to the company, at critical points 
during pig production appetite and feed intake 
are often compromised by a variety of factors 
such as weaning, diet transition, unpalatable 
feed ingredients and heat stress. 

Ab Greven, Commercial Manager Palatability, 
presented on ‘Animal Behavior and Feed In-
take.’

Greven explained Krave® AP and Delistart® 
K-Link stimulates feed intake in tropical cli-

mates. Sensory learning helps piglets to show 
less food neophobia an improve feed intake 
pre- and post weaning. 

An extra  ten percent feed intake of piglets in 
the week after weaning can be realized by ap-
plying this innovative concept. 

Other benefits of the sensory learning are im-
proved sow feed intake, more and heavier pig-
lets at weaning, improved litter uniformity and 
improved daily weight gain. 

Nutriad delivers products and services to over 
80 countries through a network of own sales 
offices and distributors, supported by four ap-
plication laboratories and five manufacturing 
facilities on three continents. 

Nutriad 
feeds 

stimulate 
voluntary 

feed 
intake

BK Chew, Regional Director APAC.

“Nutriad 
understands that 

feed intake in 
lactating sows in 
hot climates is a 
major challenge 

to the modern 
genotypes,”
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