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From concept to installation & beyond, 
your success is our priority

At GIW, (A KSB Company) our focus is on supporting you through the entire life cycle of 
your slurry systems, resulting in improved life cycle cost and reduced total cost of 
ownership. This includes working together to optimize your up time to increase 
productivity.

How do we do this? We offer an entire business model under one roof. From research 
and design to aftermarket services we are your one stop shop for slurry pumps, cyclones  
and parts. This includes dedicated foundries for casting, machining and assembly and an 
on-site test facility to ensure optimal product performance. 

As the OEM, we can offer services that others try to provide but can only copy. Whether 
you need mill discharge or cyclone feed pumps, new materials for your wear parts,  
or to upgrade your current slurry equipment to match your ever changing processing 
requirements, we have the answer.

KSB Pumps and Valves (Pty) Ltd      Tel: +27-11-876-5600       web:  www.ksbpumps.co.za
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Government’s announcement that 
they intend to improve the country’s 
irrigation is good news.

Food security has become a concern 
for all across the globe and any commitment 
to improve food production is a welcome 
development.

Already we are importing a lot from our 
neighbouring country and efforts to reduce 
the import bill will only bear fruits through 
a well coordinated farming industry with all 
stakeholders.

Irrigations will ignite production of various 
products across the country throughout the 
year and reduce over dependency of rain feed 
farming.

Over the years, yields have been dwindling 
in most known best farming nations, a 
development attributed to climate change. 

Therefore irrigation can help prop up 
agribusiness.

Let government walk the talk on plans outlined 
in the 5th National Development Plan and 
the Harambee Prosperity Plan, the agriculture 
sector is expected to put 27 000 hectares 
under irrigation by the year 2030 through 
the implementation of the green scheme 
programme.

Well, this can be fast tracked through Public 
Private Partnerships, because at a fast rate – 
food security is becoming an issue which calls 
both government and the private stakeholders 
to join hands.

Currently 11 500 hectares are under irrigation 
countrywide and the remaining 15 500 hectares 
need to be placed under irrigation over the 
next 12 years.

PPPs will also allow us complete mechanised 

farming that should see food security issues 
being put under our feet, becoming issues that 
are easily controlled and monitored.

At a cost of N$5.4 billion, government is 
expected to cover development of other 
irrigation projects such as at Katima/Liselo in 
Zambezi, Tandjeskoppe in //Kharas and Etunda 
phases 7 and 8 in the Omusati Region are well 
on track.

We put out a plea to the private sector 
community to see the potential that agriculture 
has and join hands with governments in 
improving agriculture, create sustainable 
synergies and move forward farming.

Enjoy the read!

For comments, feedback and information 
sharing, please do not hesitate to reach-out 
on drewmara@gmail.com.

Private sector help fight 
food deficiencies 

We put out a plea to the private sector community to see the potential that agriculture has and join hands with 
governments in improving agriculture, create sustainable synergies and move forward farming.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Drought ravage Kunene region 
Kunene region continues to reel on the seven-year 
consecutive drought ravaging the area.

The region’s communities heavily reliant on agricul-
ture for livelihoods have since started migrating into 
the region’s capital Opuwo.

The development has been attributed to poor rains, 
animals have died, resulting in many people leaving 
the villages for supposed ‘greener pastures’ in town.

Albert Tjiuma, the Mayor of Opuwo recently said 
farmers have migrated to Opuwo where they have 
set up structures anywhere.

“Some even came with their animals and this has 
contributed to the problem of many animals within 
the boundaries of the town,” said Tjiuma, adding that 
unemployment rate has also increased because of 
people moving  to Opuwo.

“They expect to be provided with services such as 
water but that is difficult because it was unplanned 
for,” said Tjiuma.

Apart from drought relief consisting mainly of maize, 
cooking oil, salt and rice – which they get only about 
three times a year – the villagers depend on livestock 
for survival. 

Fall armyworms hits again
Prospects of another outbreak of fall armyworms still 
linger during this year’s farming season, officials from 
the ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry have 
announced.

Eddie Hasheela, Chief agricultural Scientific Officer of 
plant health control announced that with the proba-
ble rainfall prospects, the fall armyworms, still under-
ground from last year, are expected to hatch.

In 2017, fall armyworms caused damage to staple 
crops including maize, millet and sorghum.

Meanwhile, as a control measure, according to Ha-
sheela, the government has sourced at least three 
types of chemicals that would be sprayed to kill the 
worms in identified areas.

Plans are also underway for the acquisition of equip-
ment that will be used to trap the worms on a large 
scale.

In the interim, he urged farmers to manually destroy 
the pest at their primary stage or by strictly applying 
registered pesticides.

“There are many pesticides on the market, thus farm-
ers are also urged to contact the Ministry for assis-
tance to get the registered chemicals; and tackle the 
worms before much damage is done to crops,” Ha-
sheela told Xinhua News.

This year, fall army worms have already been reported 
in Zambia, Malawi and South Africa.

Fysal Fresh Produce, the new 
wholesale 

Through a public private partnership, Fysal Fresh Pro-
duce one of the biggest fresh produce retail chains is 
now a wholesale agency, Tomas Iindji the company’s 
chairperson revealed recently .

The company trades in fruit and vegetables sourced 
mainly from South Africa with about 44% of fresh pro-
duce coming from local producers.

Iindji said the company will also play a wholesale 
agency role at Amta fresh produce business hubs at 
Rundu in the Kavango East region and Windhoek in 
the Khomas region.

In addition to supplying fresh produce to the Namib-
ian market, the new company will also  create direct 
and indirect employment for local people.

Fysal Fresh Produce is working in collaboration with 
and Agro-Marketing Trade Agency (Amta) to create a 
conducive marketing environment which will encour-
age more local producers to make use of the hub.

Fysal Fresh Produce is one of the biggest marketing 
agents to launch their operations at the Ongwediva 
Fresh Produce business hub.

Since its inception, the hub has handled more than 10 
072 tonnes in fresh produce - 635 tonnes in 2013/14; 1 
625 tonnes in 2014/15; 2 926 tonnes in 2015/16 and 4 
885 tonnes in 2016/17. 

MBN remains optimistic
The meat industry remains under severe pressure 
and will do so for the remainder of 2018, according to 
world economic indicators.

However, the Meat Board of Namibia (MBN) has con-
fined its efforts to ways to drastically limit expenditure 
and grow income of the value chain.

“The most important aspect to deal with is, to assist 
with the facilitation of processes to establish markets 
for Northern Communal Areas (NCAs) cattle produc-
ers,” said MBN General Manager, Paul Strydom.

MBN together with the sheep industry is in the pro-
cess of developing proposals to address price differ-
entials between Namibian and South African export 
abattoirs, the availability of quotas to producers, and 
perhaps other marketing channels to ensure a fair dis-
pensation, amongst others.

Over the long term, the financing of critical functions 
of the Directorate: Veterinary Services for the export 
of livestock and meat needs to be addressed and 
solved. 

MBN and its industry committees recommend the 
commissioning of research into the competiveness of 
the different value chain components.

Okangoho crush pen construction 
kicks off 

Meatco Foundation and partners Norwegian Group 
UNIL have commenced construction of Okangoho 
crush pen

The development comes after L.W Burger Contrac-
tors began clearing the site this February, as loads of 
building materials also arrived from South Africa.

The Meatco Foundation together with its partner 
UNIL will officially handover the crush pen to the set-
tlement’s farmers’ co-operative and the entire com-
munity this year April.  

Patrick Liebenberg, Manager Livestock Procurement 
– Communal said Meatco is pleased that everything 
is moving forward as planned with the construction 
work of the crush pen.

“The handover date is fast approaching which means 
we will soon be doing business with Okangoho farm-
ers and those living in the surrounding areas,” Lieb-
enberg said.

Meatco will host the first scheduled Permit Day for 
2018 at the site during the month of April. 

Farmers will be expected to bring their cattle to the 
facility for marketing and they will receive immediate 
cash for cattle sold on the day. 

Olushandja’s horticulture suffer 
water scarcity

Small-scale farmers are giving up on their gardens in 
Olushandja, as the local reservoir dries up.

The development is threatening existence of the the 
Agro Marketing and Trade Agency (AMTA) fresh pro-
duce hub in Ongwediva.

Paulus Amutenya, the chairperson of the Olushandja 
Farmers Association, said the community’s dam, the 
only source of water for about 100 horticultural farm-
ers’ dwindling water supply has negatively affected 
irrigation schemes along the dam.

“Some farmers have already closed their projects, 
while some are preparing to wind down operations. 
Due to the water scarcity our crop production has 
dramatically gone down, which means there aren’t 
enough products to sell to the market, it is bad,” 
Amutenya said.

The water scarcity has not only affected farmers but 
the burden is also being felt by the buyer of their 
produce, the AMTA fresh produce hub at Ongwediva, 
which is a one-stop shop for fresh produce traders 
and customers.

Fresh produce business hub regional manager Jacob 
Hamutenya told New Era that although the tempo-
rary storage facility was supposed to receive all sorts 
of fresh produce from all over Namibia, with specif-
ic focus on the northern, north-eastern and central 
regions, horticultural farmers along the Olushandja 
dam were meant to be the main suppliers.

“The water shortage in that area has affected our 
business. In the past we used to get 70 percent of the 
fresh produce from those farmers and now that the 
majority have pulled out, we are no longer getting the 
produce in quantity and some of the produce quality 
is also not up to standard,” said Hamutenya.

Hamutenya said the fresh produce hub is current-
ly sourcing goods from commercial farmers as well 
as Sikondo green scheme in Kavango West, and 
sometimes from South Africa.

San to embrace permaculture

As communities strive to become self-sufficient, the 
San living in Nyae Nyae Conservancy and Community 
Forest has emarked on permaculture.

The San community living in the Nyae Nyae Conser-
vancy and Community Forest has embarked on per-
maculture.

According to Nyae Nyae Development Foundation, 
the initiative is to pioneer new farming techniques, in 
an effort to enhance food security.

The Foundation said the community has been ex-
panding its agricultural activities to include a broader, 
permaculture-based approach.

‘Permaculture’ is the conjoining of the words perma-
nent and agriculture and is about learning to work 
with nature instead of against it in order to develop a 
sustainable ecosystem.

“Food security is essential for everyone. Normally, 
we simply go to the shop and buy what we need. 
However, the San community living in the Nyae Nyae 
Conservancy and Community Forest are trying a new 
approach,” said the Foundation in a statement.

As part of this agricultural expansion, posters have 
been produced to support the training being given 
to the San, to serve as reminders and encourage a 
broader, more encompassing approach to agricultural 
activities.

The initiative has been funded by the European Union 
under a climate change adaptation grant, as well as 
the Finnish Embassy.

The donors have provided tools and seed with the 
long-term goal of increasing permaculture activities, 
the productivity of gardens and fields and ultimately 
improving nutrition and food security.

“One of the limiting factors in the area, as in most 
parts of Namibia, is the water which has demands 
from humans, livestock and now increasingly large 
gardens,” the statement noted.



6   The Namibian Farmer | January - March 2018 www.namibianfarming.com

COVER STORY

Drop in the country’s milk volumes is set 
to trigger the price of imported dairy 
products is set to increase, officials 
have said.

Statistics indicate that volumes produced on 
Namibian farms in 2017 are four percent lower 
than five years ago.

Challenging economic times faced by the 
world today have caused immense pressure on 
disposable income, resulting in significant rev-
enue cuts in the local industry, seeing a 15 per-
cent decline in fresh milk and UHT in Namibia 
between July and December last year.

Gunther Ling,Managing Director of Namibia 
Dairies said the absence of rain makes things 
‘no easier ’ for the dairy industry.

“It is very likely that consumers will soon pay 
slightly more for milk and other dairy products 
during the course of the year. 

This economic dip makes resources scarce, 
thus resulting in the upscale of prices and in 
return increasing the cost of production,” said 

Ling adding that it’s not just a milk thing. 

“The pressure is on everyone. Maize prices will 
be affected by the lack of rainfall, and we can 
also expect an increase in fuel/oil prices going 
forward,” he added.

Compared to South Africa’s N$5.20 per litre, 
Namibia’s producer price of raw milk currently 
stands at N$6.05 per litre. 

The pressure on the local dairy industry has in-
creased over the past few years and the market 
offers a fully open and non-regulated trade in 
milk and other dairy products. 

On the other hand this has resulted in increas-
ing import competition risking the replacement 
of local dairy production and manufacturing. 

Almost all butter and cheese sold in Namibian 
retail shops are imported. 

The country’s dairy industry was teetering on 
the brink of collapse at the end of 2015 and 
battled through two tough years since then 
when drought conditions caused large-scale 

losses of maize harvests in South Africa and 
resulted in tremendous increases in feeding 
costs.

Feeding costs remain the biggest factor in the 
total production costs of dairy producers. 

According to the NAU’s dairy producers cost 
index, feeding costs increased by nearly 50 
percent in 2015 and total production costs in-
creased by about 28 percent over the same 
period.

South African competition is still a big risk 
for the local industry and thus the protection 
needed by the industry is still being enforced 
by the authority and the industry, apart from 
the coupled challenges. 

Internationally there is still a surplus of milk 
produced, especially in Europe, which has been 
using the African market as an outlet. 

This causes additional competition and in-
creases the pressure on local producers and 
processors even further

SA competition remains big 
risky for dairy industry

“It is very likely that consumers will soon pay slightly more for milk and other dairy 
products during the course of the year.
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NEWS

Conservation Agriculture (CA) has not 
reaped the expected benefits from an 
attempt to recognise the need to rap-
idly accelerate access to, affordability 

of, and incentives to use fertilisers together with 
agricultural practice.

The development comes despite government 
launching an N$96 million Comprehensive 
Conservation Agriculture Programme (CCAP) 
in March 2015 to run until 2019. 

The German International Development Coop-
eration (GIZ), and the Namibian University of 
Science and Technology (NUST) are partners in 
the programme. 

This year, CA is again under pressure as the 
rains stay away and more than half of Namib-
ia’s 2.3 million residents living in the Northern 
Communal Areas (NCAs) rely on their crops.

The project has been hampered by consecu-
tive drought years, adaptive constraints and a 

cash-strapped government forking out millions 
for drought aid food. 

CA was dealt another blow when the interna-
tionally funded Namibian Conservation Agri-
cultural Project (NCAP) came to an end in 2016.

Namibia signed the agreement with the Africa 
Union / New Partnership for Africa’s Develop-
ment (AU/NEPAD) in Abuja, Nigeria in June 
2006 and Namibia started this process some 
ten years ago but some of the government 
subsidies were either halted or privatised due 
to lack of funds.

The CCAP aims to increase awareness and 
knowledge of CA among stakeholders, includ-
ing farmers, extension workers, researchers 
and policy – and decision-makers.

.Responding to questions from Farmers Forum 
regarding the achievements of the Compre-
hensive Conservation Agriculture Programme 
(CCAP) since its inception last March, Senior 

Public Relations Officer in the MAWF, Margaret 
Kalo, says to complement existing national ini-
tiatives in achieving national food security, the 
MAWF formulated the CCAP via a stakeholder 
consultation process.

“Whilst the MAWF developed the CCAP recog-
nising the development opportunity provided 
by climate-smart Conservation Agriculture 
(CA) and complementary Good Agriculture 
Practices (GAPs) as a suitable approach in our 
farming systems.

“It is imperative to note that adoption con-
straints at all levels must be overcome to main-
stream CA in a targeted manner involving all 
stakeholders who have a role in ensuring its 
success,” she notes.

However, it is commendable that MAWF and 
stake holders have to date secured substantial 
resources that enabled the collective and satis-
factory implementation of CCAP interventions.

CA programmes remains 
under pressure
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NEWS

By Dr Axel Rothague*

The 2017/18 rainy season is turning out 
differently. In many parts of Namibia, 
especially in communal areas, it is dry 
to very dry.

If we do not receive significant rainfall by Feb-
ruary, we are likely to experience a drought 
and farmers should switch from production to 
survival mode.

Because of the likely severity of the situation, 
for now I will park the bush control series to 
help farmers prepare for the looming drought.

WHO MANAGES THE GRAZING LAND?
How much a farmer can do to prepare for 
and survive a drought depends on how much 
management control he has over his land, the 
source of production.

Unfortunately, over 95% of local livestock farm-

ers have no exclusive management control 
over their grazing resources. These are com-
munal farmers and farmers that were resettled 
under the group resettlement scheme.

It does not make sense for communal farmers 
to save some of their grazing resource or to 
defer grazing in certain areas to protect the 
forage for a later day, e.g. a drought, because 
other farmers can simply come along with their 
animals and graze the saved grass.

There is currently no way such “grazing repo-
sitioning” can be prevented legally and thus, 
communal farmers cannot control access to 
their grazing resource.

As a result, farmers in these areas tend to de-
plete their grazing resource as quickly as pos-
sible before someone else depletes it for them.

It’s a completely rational, short-term farming 
decision even if it leads to widespread suffer-

ing, environmental degradation and perpetu-
ates rural poverty.

If we don’t like this outcome, we can adjust 
some of the policies that regulate this be-
haviour.

The decisions will be unpopular because they 
temporarily deprive some farming commu-
nities of what little grazing resource is left, to 
benefit them in the medium- and long-term, 
i.e. they inflict short-term pain for long-term 
gain.

This would require a courageous government 
secured by a huge mandate from the elector-
ate to do what it takes to develop the country, 
including pulling communal farming into the 
mainstream agricultural economy.

*Dr Axel Rothague is the founder of Agri-
Consult Namibia

Drought preparedness 
in communal areas

If we don’t like this outcome, we can adjust some of the policies that regulate this behaviour.
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NEWS

Global beef market revenue amount-
ed to US$259,182 million in 2015, 
dropping by -15.8% compared to the 
previous year, the latest beef industry 

report has indicated.

The World: Beef (Cattle Meat) - Market Re-
port. Analysis and forecast to 2025 indicates 
that overall, global beef market continues to 
undergo a moderate decline, the market value 
decreased at an average annual rate of -0.2% 
between 2007 and 2015.

The report says there were, however, some 
noticeable fluctuations recorded in the period 
under review while growth accelerated in 2011, 
when market revenue increased by +14% com-
pared to 2010.

“During the period under review, the global 
beef market attained its maximum revenue of 
US$309,627 million in 2013.”

From 2014 to the end of the reporting period, 
the total beef market revenue failed to regain 
its former peak level.

However, an increase in global beef production 

over the analyzed period was primarily driven 
by the growth in disposable income and the 
population.

“These key drivers are expected to continue 
promoting the beef output in the short-term.”

This general positive trend was largely as a re-
sult of a measured expansion of the number of 
slaughtered animals and a moderate improve-
ment of the yield figures.

Countries with the highest levels of production 
in 2015 were the United States (11,304 thousand 
tonnes), Brazil (9,984 thousand tonnes), China 
(6,689 thousand tonnes), together accounting 
for 42% of total output.

From 2007 to 2015, the most notable growth 
rate in almond production among the main 
producing countries was attained by China 
(+1.7% per year), while the other global leaders 
experienced mixed trends in the output figures.

The world number of slaughtered animals for 
beef production amounted to 307,371 thou-
sand head in 2015, which was 1.5% higher than 
the previous year’s figure.

The number of slaughtered animals for beef 
production indicated a slight increase over 
the period under review, representing a com-
pound annual growth rate of +0.7% between 
2007 and 2015. This trend was relatively stable 
throughout the analyzed period.

During the period under review, the total num-
ber of slaughtered animals for beef produc-
tion peaked in 2015, and is likely to continue 
its expansion in the short-term, due to rising 
demand for beef globally.

The global average beef yield/carcass weight 
amounted to 2 thousand hg/An in 2015, fluctu-
ating near the previous year’s level.

On the other hand, the yield figures recorded 
an upward trend over the period under review, 
with a compound annual growth rate standing 
at +0.0%. These yield figures maintained a sta-
ble trend throughout the analyzed period.

The highest beef yields were recorded in 2014, 
where it peaked at 2 thousand hg/An. After-
wards; it decreased slightly and then fluctuated 
around these levels throughout the analyzed 
period.

Global beef market 
revenue drops

The global average beef yield/carcass weight amounted to 2 thousand hg/An in 2015, 
fluctuating near the previous year’s level.
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NEWS

In order to ensure food security in Namibia, 
the ministry of agriculture, water and forestry 
says it will prop up irrigation farming.

Government is eager to continue to imple-
ment irrigation projects along main perennial 
rivers and dams.

The ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 
said the irrigation schemes will ensure food se-
curity for the country.

“As outlined in the Fifth National Development 
Plan and the Harambee Prosperity Plan, the 
agriculture sector is expected to put 27 000 
hectares under irrigation by the year 2030 
through the implementation of the green 
scheme programme,” said Percy Misika perma-
nent secretary for the ministry.

Already existing rojects are in Sikondo and 
Musese in the Kavango West Region, Shad-
ikongoro, Vhungu-Vhungu, Ndonga-Linena, 
Mashare and Shitemo irrigation projects in the 

Kavango East Region.

Other projects are the Etunda, Hardap and 
Orange River irrigation projects in the //Kharas 
region.

Misika said currently 11 500 hectares are under 
irrigation countrywide and the remaining 15 
500 hectares need to be placed under irriga-
tion over the next 12 years.

This is expected to cost government about 
N$5.4 billion.

Misika said the development of other irrigation 
projects such as at Katima/Liselo in Zambezi, 
Tandjeskoppe in //Kharas and Etunda phases 7 
and 8 in the Omusati Region are well on track.

These developments, he said, are made with a 
view to increase the land under irrigation and 
subsequently, increase food production.

In addition, there are new projects in the pipe-

line that will be implemented by the ministry, 
including the Climate Resilient Agriculture 
Project which will be implemented in the three 
vulnerable extreme northern crop growing 
regions of Kavango East, Kavango West and 
Zambezi.

The project was launched in December 2017 
and funded by the Green Climate Fund to the 
tune of N$135 million through the Environmen-
tal Investment Fund.

Another project is the Namibia Agricultural 
Mechanisation and Seed Improvement Project 
which is funded by the Africa Development 
Bank to the tune of N$1.42 billion and has been 
approved for implementation.

The third project is the support to the livestock 
sector in the northern communal areas in the 
country funded by the European Union under 
the 11th European Development Fund to the 
tune of N$ 300 million.

Govt reiterates intentions to 
prop up irrigation farming

Storage facility needed 
immediately - Agency

The ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry said the irrigation schemes 
will ensure food security for the country.
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Government has been urged to build a nation-
al storage facility. Lukas Lungameni, Agro-Mar-
keting and Trade Agency made the plea re-
cently.

According to Lungameni plans for the con-
struction of a N$20 million fresh food storage 
facility in Tsumeb have still not started as there 
is no land available yet.

Lungameni said a national crop storage facility 
will allow food to be consumed months after 
harvest rather than immediately, which is the 
current status quo. 

The storage facility is expected to store crops 
such as potatoes, tomatoes and cabbages for 
up to at least six months.

Lungameni also said the facility needs to be 
built as a matter of urgency.

"If there is no market the crops need to be 
stored until there is a high demand again. We 
are waiting for land to be approved by the 
Tsumeb municipality to construct the facility, 
but the process is slow," he said.

Lungameni said the country depends heavily 
on imports, when supply is low in the country.

"The construction of a storage facility will re-
duce our reliance on imports [of crops] as we 
will have plenty of crops that have been stored 
for consumption at a later stage," he explained.

Lungameni said Amta has partnered with a pri-
vate investor to run the storage facility.

Statistics indicate that the current National 
Strategic Food Reserve (NSFR) storage capac-
ity is 22 900 metric tonnes, which is 34 per-
cent of the targeted storage, while the aim is 
to have a national storage capacity of 67 000 

metric tonnes, enough for six months at any 
given time.

Lungameni also said during the 2016/2017 fi-
nancial year, a total of 4 885,54 metric tonnes 
of crops to the value of N$34 million was mar-
keted through Amta's three fresh produce 
business hubs.

These include the Rundu hub, which produced 
1 545 metric tonnes at a value of N$8,9 million, 
Ongwediva (1 932 metric tonnes for N$20,8 
million) and the Windhoek collection hub at 1 
408 metric tonnes to the tune of N$4,9 million.

The main produce during this period were po-
tatoes, onions, tomatoes, cabbage, butternuts, 
watermelons, gem squash, carrots, green pep-
pers and sweet potatoes.

Lungameni said the total volume traded 
through the hubs has increased by 40%.

NEWS

Storage facility needed 
immediately - Agency
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Government efforts to transform and 
improve production in the aquacul-
ture industry, has ignited officials to 
seek expertise from China.

Samuel Ankama, the deputy minister of fish-
eries and marine resources recently inked a 
cooperation agreement with the Asian country, 
for local businesses to benchmark from China. 

The agreement supported by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 
(FAO) focuses on Animal Health and Quaran-
tine and requires the participation of the pri-
vate sector in projects focusing on value addi-
tion to agricultural products.

Ankama bemoaned that the aquaculture in-
dustry in the country was not progressing 
citing were stumbling blocks – such as lack of 
expertise and a deficit in fish feeds.

“We don’t produce them (feeds) and they are 
too expensive to import,” Ankama said.

Government’s three demonstration ponds - 
the Mariental, Epalela and Mpungu ponds for 
freshwater fish farming are not producing at 
their maximum capacity because of these chal-
lenges.

“We need technical expertise to assist our local 
people in learning the best practices to im-
prove and achieve targeted results,” Ankama 
said.

Qu Dongyu, China’s Vice minister of agriculture 
said the agreement would also benefit many 
Namibian business people in the agricultural 
sector  to forge partnership agreements with 
their Chinese counterparts.

The first phase of the agreement saw 15 Chi-
nese experts in agriculture dispatched to Na-
mibia.

Agriculture minister John Mutorwa said the 15 
Chinese imparted valuable technical knowl-
edge and skills to local farmers and technicians.

He added that the Chinese experts also intro-
duced agricultural technologies and new rice 
varieties, suitable for Namibia’s climatic condi-
tions.

Mutorwa also encouraged business people 
from both Namibia and China to explore busi-
ness opportunities.

“We welcome the participation of the private 
sector to accelerate the implementation and 
fast-track the achievement of our agriculture 
development and food security goals that are 
stipulated in our national high-level policy doc-
uments,” he said.

The first phase of the Namibia-China South-
South cooperation started in 2015 when the 
agriculture ministry signed an agreement with 
its Chinese counterpart to export bone-in beef 
and aquatic products to the Asian country.

NEWS

Namibia, China seal 
aquaculture deal
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REGIONAL NEWS

Zambia’s agriculture continues to re-
ceive accolades international, as the 
sector lures more potential investors.

“Almost endless possibilities,” said Timo 
Olkkonen, the Ambassador of Finland to Zam-
bia, Zimbabwe and Malawi, commenting on 
the country’s agriculture sector. 

The Finland country pavilion is one of several 
international pavilions at the upcoming, multi-
award winning Agritech Expo Zambia, return-
ing to Chisamba from 12 to14 April for the fifth 
time.

“In recent years, Zambia has witnessed a strong 
economic growth,” Ambassador Olkkonen 
adds, “and the outlook for medium and long 
term remains positive. 

He said Zambia is growing and diversifying ag-
riculture sector, offering a variety of possibilities 
for Finnish companies and solutions that can 
benefit the Zambian people. 

“In Finland the growing season is around only 
90 days a year but in Zambia’s fertile soil, water 
resources and climate conditions favour agri-
culture throughout the year. 

“Crop rotation and irrigation makes it possible 
to have several harvests a year. This is some-
thing that really excites me,” Olkkonen.

This year, the Finland country pavilion will fea-
ture “some well-known Finnish brands that are 
already in Zambia, for example Valtra tractors, 
according to Olkkonen.

He said Finnish offering to Zambia would be 
for example in mechanisation, energy solutions 
and efficiency, research and development and 
processing and packaging. 

“We Finns also always look at agriculture and 
forestry together and take into account the 
synergies between the two and the integrated 
land-use practices.”

On the other hand Zambia’s agri sector has 
also excited the German companies

“Zambia’s agricultural sector is exciting for 
German companies that sell agri and livestock 
equipment because the country has a stable 
policy environment” said Martin Botzian, Head 
of Communication, DLG International GmbH, 
organisers of the German pavilion at Agritech 
Expo Zambia. 

“This means the government supports the 
agricultural sector and commercial farming. 
Farmers are willing to invest.”

Botzain said Zambia is a good place to grow 
crops and there is enough fresh water for ir-
rigation. 

“By starting to commercialise the agricultural 
land you increase food security, prevent mass 
migration out of the country into the cities and 
create businesses that add value at a local level 
to reduce poverty.”

The German pavilion is expected to host com-
panies from many fields in agriculture - agri 
machinery, animal husbandry consulting and 
constructing of barns for example, fertilisers 
and crop protection, storage solutions like silos 
or dryers, solar technology, meat processing, 
livestock floors, animal identification and set-
ting up trade fairs and providing project man-
agement and consultancy services. “

This year the event at GART is expected to 
bring more than 22 000 visitors, over 270 local 
and international exhibitors with 3500 VIP and 
large scale farmers and 150 members of the 
media. Agritech Expo Zambia is free to attend 
for all visitors that pre-register.

Agritech Expo Zambia is owned by the Zambia 
National Farmers Union (ZNFU) and is organ-
ised by Spintelligent, leading Cape Town-based 
trade exhibition and conference organiser, and 
the African office of Clarion Events Ltd, based 
in the UK.

Agriculture in Zambia attract 
more potential investors

“This means the government supports the agricultural sector and commercial 
farming. Farmers are willing to invest.”  
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New Holland Agriculture will enable 
its customers to seamlessly share in-
depth real-time machine data with 
The Climate Corporation in order to 

enhance productivity and in-field efficiency

New Holland Agriculture and The Climate Cor-
poration, a subsidiary of Monsanto Company 
have announced a new partnership that will 
extend and develop a portfolio of data shar-
ing capabilities to help farmers with real-time 
agronomic visualization and decision-making 
solutions. 

Under the new agreement, New Holland Agri-
culture will provide its customers two-way data 
connectivity between its PLM® Precision Land 
Management system and The Climate Corpo-
ration’s industry-leading Climate FieldView™ 
digital agriculture platform. 

This partnership offers New Holland custom-
ers unique functionality due to the depth and 
breadth of real-time machine and field data, in-
cluding agronomic prescriptions, which can be 
both received and transmitted to Climate Fiel-
dView using the New Holland brand’s PLM® 
Precision Land Management platform. 

To date, this integration with Climate FieldView 
provides one of the most extensive data sets 
available. 

This additional level of real-time data connec-
tivity will enable agribusinesses to fine-tune 
field operations to further enhance their in-field 
productivity and efficiency across their existing 
machinery fleets. 

“New Holland’s partnership with The Climate 
Corporation will provide our customers with 
a powerful tool to drive productivity, efficiency 
and profitability in their businesses,” said Carlo 
Lambro, New Holland Agriculture Brand Pres-
ident. 

In addition to the in-field benefits, this partner-
ship foresees further development to provide 
those New Holland dealers offering Climate 
FieldView additional tools to proactively sup-
port their customers. 

Both companies are working to enable farmers 
the ability to share real-time machine infor-
mation with their local New Holland dealer, in 
order for them to receive support even more 
quickly.

“Through this partnership, which focuses on 
opt-in two way data sharing through the Cli-
mate FieldView platform, New Holland is offer-
ing its customers one of the highest levels of 
integration and interaction in the market today. 

It is the most recent example of how we are 
investing in our Precision Land Management 

solutions, a driving principal of our agricultural 
innovation program,” said Dan Halliday, Preci-
sion Land Management Product Manager. 

Customers who use Climate FieldView pro-
vided through New Holland dealers can look 
forward to additional features within their Cli-
mate FieldView Cab application throughout 
the course of 2018. 
 
New Holland Agriculture’s reputation is built 
on the success of our customers, cash crop 
producers, livestock farmers, contractors, vine-
yards, or groundscare professionals. 

They can count on the widest offering of in-
novative products and services: a full line of 
equipment, from tractors to harvesting, ma-
terial handling equipment, complemented by 
tailored financial services from a specialist in 
agriculture.  

A highly professional global dealer network 
and New Holland’s commitment to excellence 
guarantees the ultimate customer experience 
for every customer. 

New Holland Agriculture is a brand of CNH 
Industrial a global leader in the capital goods 
sector with established industrial experience, a 
wide range of products and a worldwide pres-
ence.

New Holland, The Climate 
Corporation partner 

...to deliver two-way data sharing

CORPORATE NEWS



Broiler Feeds
“No more 40 days”

 » Feed Feedmaster Broiler Starter Crumble from day old until 14 days. Intake per chick over this 
period will be around 500g

 » Feed Feedmaster Broiler Grower Pellets from 14 days to three days before slaughter. Intake 
per broiler over this period will be around 2.75kg

 » Feed Feedmaster Broiler Post-Finisher Pellets from three 
days before slaughter. Intake per broiler over this 
time can be up to 850g

 » Feed intake and growth response 
will depend on the prevailing en-
vironmental conditions as well 
as disease challenge

Tel:  +264 61 290 1300
Fax:  +264 61 290 1313
info@feedmaster.com.na
www.feedmaster.com.na



ABC TIMBER

ABC TIMBER H3

H2ABCTT

457
H4  10

457
H5  10

ABCTT

BUYING AND USING
 PRESERVATIVE

TREATED TIMBER

HOW TO PLANT A POLE

 Po les  intended for  p lant ing in  the

 ground must  be purchased at  required

 lengths.  Never  p lant  a  cross-cut  end of

 a  t reated pole  or  post  into  the ground

 as th is  wi l l  expose the untreated

 heartwood to  fungal  and termite  at tack

 resul t ing in  premature fa i lure .

South African
Wood Preservers
Association
Promoting timber treatment and treated timber products
Tel: 011 974 1061 or E-mail: sawpa@global.co.za
Website: www.sawpa.co.za

CROSS CUT ENDS

CHOOSE THE CORRECT HAZARD (H) 
CLASS

 Low Hazard: Inside above
ground, protected from wetting
and leaching (roof trusses,
framing, panelling, laminated

.

H2 -

 Moderate Hazard: Outside
 above ground, subject to periodic
 wetting and leaching (cladding,
 decking, stairs, balustrades, log
 homes, etc).

H3 -

High Hazard: Outside in
ground, subject to periodic
wetting and leaching (fencing and
structural posts, landscaping,
stakes, pergolas, etc).

H4 -

 High Hazard: Outside in 
contact with heavy wet soil or in
fresh water (piling, substructure
for walkways & jetties, vineyards
etc.)

H5 -

High Hazard: Prolonged
 immersion in sea water (Marine
 piling, jetty cross-bracing, landing
 steps, retaining walls etc.)

H6 -

IN SOUTH AFRICA TREATED TIMBER IS BY LAW
 REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH NATIONAL AND

 COMPULSORY SPECIFICATIONS AND MUST BEAR
 MARKING CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING                 

 INFORMATION

SAWN TIMBER (Ink stamp)

POLES (Metal marker)

All  machining,  cutt ing or dr i l l ing
of preservat ive treated t imber
should be done prior  to preser-
vat ive impregnation.  Areas exposed
after  impregnation due to cross
cutt ing etc. ,  must be treated by 
l iberal ly  applying a suitable
paint-on or brush-on remedial  or
supplemental  preservat ive 
(excluding ground contact) .

The deta i l  in  these d iagrams ass ists  
proper  dra inage of  moisture  that  may be
absorbed by  a  wooden pole .  
A  st ructura l  engineer  must  be consul ted 
for  deta i led structura l  requirements .

?



Business Opportunity of the Year!Business Opportunity of the Year!
HATCH and SELL Day Old Chicks with a Surehatch Incubator 

= 

CONTACT US TODAY: 
Cape Town: +27 71 880 2558 (Whatsapp or call) 
Johannesburg: +27 66 221 2663 (Whatsapp or call) 
E-mail: sales@surehatch.co.za 

Order Online: www.surehatch.co.za  

Highly Profitable Highly Profitable Highly Profitable ---   No Experience Needed No Experience Needed No Experience Needed ---   Part / Full TimePart / Full TimePart / Full Time   
56 to 25 000 Egg Incubator capacities available!56 to 25 000 Egg Incubator capacities available!56 to 25 000 Egg Incubator capacities available!   

56 Eggs 56 Eggs 56 Eggs    180 Eggs180 Eggs180 Eggs   560 Eggs 560 Eggs 560 Eggs    1700 Eggs 1700 Eggs 1700 Eggs    

NOW AVAILABLE IN  
NAMIBIA! 

MADE INMADE INMADE IN   
   SOUTH AFRICASOUTH AFRICASOUTH AFRICA   

EXPORTED EXPORTED EXPORTED 
TO NAMIBIATO NAMIBIATO NAMIBIA   

For more info, prices and advice go to For more info, prices and advice go to For more info, prices and advice go to    

www.surehatch.co.zawww.surehatch.co.za    

DISTIBUTORS WANTED: 
 

Apply to become a distributor: 

E-mail: heinrich@surehatch.co.za  
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