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NEWS BRIEFS

The Agro-Marketing and Trade Agency 
(AMTA) as part of its goal to promote 
local fresh produce abroad, sent the 
first consignment of fresh grapes to 

Rotterdam in the Netherlands via the Lüderitz 
harbour. Here the Minister of Works and 
Transport, Alfred Naruseb and the Minister of 

Agriculture, Water and Forestry, John Mutor-
wa officially launch the pilot initiative through 
the Namibian Port Authority on the cargo ship 
named “Wild Lotus” from Panama which car-
ried the twenty seven thousand tonnes of ta-
ble grapes from Farm Sonop in Noordoewer, 
the Namibia Grape Company, and the Grape 

Alliance from Aussenker. The pilot shipment 
however proved to be 18 per cent more ex-
pensive for the farmers, who usually export 
grapes through the Cape Town harbour in 
South Africa to the European market. Photo-
graph by Agro Marketing and Trade Agency 
(AMTA)

Grape 
expectations 
for Namibian 
farmers



All plants flourish with natural rain. Rain at the 
appropriate time still remains the best, most economic 
and most welcome form of water application to crops. 
Unfortunately, this option is not controllable by farmers 
and we are dependent on irrigation technologies to grow 
our crops.

In present day agriculture we are faced with challenges 
such as droughts, increasing input- and operational 
costs and the impact of our actions on the environment. 
Furthermore, increased yields are required to ensure 
economic success for farmers.

Improved farming methods play a pivotal role in 
optimising yields. One of these farming methods, 
Precision Farming, is becoming a popular and 
significant farming method. Precision Farming allows for 
intensive analyses of various relevant factors and 
through this increased knowledge, farmers are guided to 
make more informed decisions.  

Achieving optimal yields with an irrigation system 
requires understanding of the plant physiology and 
recognition of the importance of effective management, 

THE RELEVANCE OF 
A FLOPPY SPRINKLER OVERHEAD 
SYSTEM IN AGRICULTURE TODAY

and performance is enhanced by applying precision 
agriculture techniques. The use of moisture probes for 
example, has become a great contributor towards 
accurate irrigation.

Hand-in-hand with the farming method is the irrigation 
system used. When considering the above factors, the 
Floppy Sprinkler Overhead System is the ideal system 
to choose. It is an effective tool to implement Precision 
Farming techniques. Recently, yields of 21 tonnes per 
hectare of maize and 12 tonnes per hectare of wheat 
have been achieved in Jan Kempdorp under the 
Floppy system. 

The larger droplet of the Floppy Sprinkler has a stable 
distribution pattern, giving it a significantly higher 
Coefficient of Uniformity and significantly higher 
Distribution Uniformity (WRC Report No. KV 119/99). 
The South African Water Research Council evaluated 
the Floppy Sprinkler and found it to be on average 30% 
more effective than a movable impact sprinkler. At 
daytime with higher temperatures and wind, the 
Floppy Sprinklers were 88% more effective, with 
average application efficiency of the system just short 
of 90%. 

The Floppy Sprinkler Overhead Irrigation System is a 
permanent structure erected five meters above the 
ground with poles spread 75 meters apart, and 
therefore allows for free movement of large tractors 
and  farming equipment - even harvesters - under the 
system. 

The oldest Floppy Overhead System has been in 
operation for 27 years. Maintenance is minimal, as the 
sprinkler and system have no moving or wearing parts. 
Treated poles have a lifespan of 50 years. The Floppy 
Cable Lite system - lower in cost - is three meters high 
and still adequate for lucerne and pastures. Cost of the 
Floppy Overhead system compares favourably to that 
of pivot systems twenty hectares and smaller and when 
managed effectively to achieve increased yields, it 
becomes a very attractive and excellent long-term 
option.

The system offers an economical solution for Pivot 
wasted land, as well as for any form and size of land.

Each design is unique, exactly according to the land 
layout and the farmer's requirements. Different crops 
can be grown on different blocks, and the system can 
be expanded over a period of time. The unique flow 
controller makes irrigation on steep slopes possible.

Other benefits of the system include frost protection, 
crop- and livestock cooling. Crop cooling on production 
has a significant effect and contributes to creating a 
micro climate which secures optimal growth. At 
temperatures above 30 degrees Celsius, a plant 
protects itself by partial or total stomatal closure. 
Similarly, during heat stress periods cows reduce their 
feed intake, resulting in 10 to 25 per cent lower milk 
production and decrease in milk fat percentage. 
Running short irrigation cycles at the right time provide 

frost protection to the crop, preventing plants 
suffering from leave scorching, browning and even 
total plant death. 

Accurate application of fertilisers and pesticides 
through the system reduces the risk of soil- and 
water degradation, and can be applied even with 
high crops of 2 meters like maize.

The Floppy Overhead Cable system has been 
used for large systems, with a project in Sudan 
reaching over 5,000 hectares of successful 
installation to date.

In conclusion, Floppy Sprinkler (Pty) Ltd drives 
prosperity into the future by equipping the farming 
business with a successful solid set system to 
manage current and future land- and water risks, 
boosting overall productivity. A well managed 
Floppy Sprinkler system offers lower water 
consumption, lower labour costs and lower 
maintenance with a significant increase in yield 
and quality.

We recommend that a professional installer, 
accredited by Floppy Sprinkler, is used for the 
erection of all Floppy Sprinkler systems. 

Free movement of large farming equipment under the system

Potatoes under the system in Limpopo province, South Africa

Ideal for any land layout & Pivot Fall-out corners

Crop- and cale cooling in Australia

For more information, specialised advice or 
a quotation, contact :

Floppy Sprinkler
Tel: +2713 752 4252 
Christo Theron at +27 82 801 3680 or 
Johann Hiemstra at +27 82 8500 100 or 
www.floppysprinkler.com.
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The Meat Corporation of Namib-
ia (Meatco) is about to launch a new 
business model for its operations in 
the Northern Communal Areas (NCAs) 

aimed at providing better and more cost effi-
cient services to communal producers.

This business model is Meatco’s new strategic 
approach to curb the recent operational loss-
es of close to N$43 million in 2014/15. These 
losses were expected to be N$53 million in 
2016 if Meatco continued with its operations 
in the NCAs. However, even while NCA abat-
toirs remained closed due to Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD), Meatco still incurred losses of 
up to N$ 12,9 million up to end of December 
2015 due to overhead cost alone.

Meatco took over the management of these 

government owned abattoirs at Oshakati and 
Katima Mulilo since 1991/2 from the Nation-
al Development Corporation (NDC). However 
the management agreement was converted 
into a commercial lease agreement for the 
lease of the said facilities in 2011 at a cost to 
Meatco.

The financial losses incurred by Meatco oper-
ations since 1991 are estimated at N$354 mil-
lion up to 2014/15. This situation has prompt-
ed the Meatco members and board to direct 
management to develop a new business mod-
el that will address the financial losses while at 
the same time guarantee Meatco’s continued 
presence in the NCAs.

According to Meatco Manager: Corporate Af-
fairs, Rosa Hamukuaja-Thobias the new busi-

ness model (Mobile Slaughter Unit) is tailored 
to the unique circumstances of the commu-
nal producers in the NCAs and aims to bring 
slaughtering services closer to farmers in the 
NCAs.

“In this way Meatco continues to maintain its 
statutory obligation and also addresses oper-
ational losses which have accrued in running 
the northern abattoirs which was not eco-
nomical or efficient as prescribed by the Act,” 
she said.

She said the benefits of the mobile slaughter 
unit are: reduction of transport cost for pro-
ducer as the slaughter unit will be the one to 
go to farms / villages. This means that the ab-
attoir goes to farms and farmers will not need 
to transport cattle over long distances, only 

Meatco to launch business 
models in the North

“Meatco operations will be guided by the outcome of this in-
dustry meeting. When the new rules are in place Meatco will 
resume with buying cattle from communal farmers in the NCA,”
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core slaughter staff will be employed while 
the fixed-term seasonal support staff will be 
sourced in the villages were slaughtering will 
take place, thus creating employment locally, 
Operational flexibility as the mobile slaughter 
units will allow any amount of cattle available 
to be slaughtered with ease, Stimulating local 
entrepreneurship as all the offal will be sold 
directly to villagers, and small SME’s, reduc-
tion of operational costs as the cost of the 
mobile slaughter unit will be a fraction of the 
current fixed abattoirs,and opportunity to de-
ploy the mobile unit in the areas south of the 
cordon fence.

According to Hamukuaja-Thobias, this will 
eventually allow Meatco to capitalize on a 
new business and income stream through 
game meat.

“The new mobile abattoir is expected to be 
operational by early July 2016. The future de-
mand for slaughter will determine the amount 
of units to be ordered and deployed. Consul-

tations with other key Ministries and stake-
holders on the new business model are ongo-
ing,” she added.

Resumption of slaughter in 2016:

Meanwhile, Hamukuaja-Thobias noted that 
Meatco is well aware of the crucial need of 
farmers in the NCAs to resume with marketing 
of livestock after the double-sword of drought 
and FMD outbreak in 2015.

In this regard Meatco is waiting a crucial 
meeting of the meat industry in February. This 
meeting will be attended by all stakeholders 
in the industry and is aiming to spell out the 
new rules of marketing livestock in the NCA 
after Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) while ad-
dressing possible markets for beef originating 
from the NCA.

“Meatco operations will be guided by the 
outcome of this industry meeting. When the 
new rules are in place Meatco will resume with 
buying cattle from communal farmers in the 
NCA,” she said.

“While awaiting the arrival of the mobile 
slaughter unit, Meatco will keep those cattle in 
the quarantine camps depending on the avail-
ability of grazing and the overall condition of 
such quarantine camps,” she added.

Staff issues:

Meatco has 46 staff members employed on a 
fulltime basis in the NCA and some of them 
will be affected by the new business model. 
Meatco is currently busy identifying those 
staff members who can be absorbed in oth-
er Meatco operations in the NCA and in the 
south.

Hamukuaja-Thobias said Meatco will ensure 
that the provisions of the Labour Act are ad-
hered to and all relevant institutions required 
to be notified are properly and timely in-
formed
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The Bank of Namibia (BoN) recently re-
vised its growth forecast for the year 
2016 and expect growth to close at 
4.5% for the year 2016. The announce-

ment was made late last year.

Said the Bank of Namibia, “the domestic econ-
omy is projected to slow down in 2015 and 
in 2016 before improving in 2017. Namibia’s 
real GDP growth is projected to slow down to 
4.5 and 4.3% for 2015 and 2016, respectively, 
before rising to 5.9% in 2017.”

Added BoN, “strong performance in the min-
ing and quarrying is expected to drive growth 
in 2015. Contraction in the agricultural sector, 
slower growth in wholesale and retail trade, as 
well as construction, is expected to strain eco-
nomic growth in 2015. Over the medium-term, 
growth will be supported by increased mining 
output from new mines, recovery in agricul-
ture and sustained growth in wholesale & re-
tail trade.”

Risks to the domestic outlook identified in-
clude low commodity prices that may lead to 
deterioration in the country’s external position 
and exert pressure on both the current ac-
count balance and the international reserves. 
Electricity supply constraints that started in 
South Africa could worsen further and spill 
over to the Namibian economy and restrain 
growth.

BoN said, “increasing uncertainties in the 
South African economy, mainly in the form of 
low growth and drought conditions, are like-
ly to increase exchange rate volatility further, 
with consequential effects on inflation. Finally, 
the negative impact of the decline in oil pric-
es on the Angolan economy is likely to have 
a dent on Namibia’s growth, mainly through 
wholesale and retail trade”.

Economy expected to grow 4.5% in 2016

HOME NEWS

“the domestic econ-
omy is projected to 
slow down in 2015 
and in 2016 before 
improving in 2017. 
Namibia’s real GDP 
growth is projected 
to slow down to 4.5 
and 4.3% for 2015 
and 2016, respec-

tively, before rising to 
5.9% in 2017.”
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The food security situation continues to 
weaken as many households are re-
ported to have depleted last season’s 
poor harvest and are now dependent 

on the market and the government’s drought 
relief food programme.

The latest Agricultural Inputs and Household 
Food Security Monitoring Assessment Report 
for household food security from the National 
Early Warming and Food Information System, 
released this week, notes a considerable delay 
in the 2015/2016 agricultural season and in 
the onset of the rainfall season. Only by late 
December, where most parts of the northern 
areas reported to have received moderate to 
good showers.

The communal crop producing regions are 
also witnessing a considerable delay in the 
start of the 2015/2016 rainfall season which 
normally starts from mid October. At the time 
of the assessment in November, these regions 
had not yet received rainfall to start cultivation 
work.

Regional Councils with the assistance of vil-
lage headmen are advised to continue mon-
itoring the situation and provide the drought 
relief foods to households facing food short-
ages in their respective areas.

Some households reported that drought relief 
only targeted those households considered 
to be vulnerable and in desperate need of 
food assistance with no on going cultivation 
activities being noted, except for the Zambezi 
where some fields have been planted.

All the regions were still dry and farmers were 
in full swing repairing their fences and prepar-
ing crop fields for planting. At the time of the 
assessment most of the regions had not yet 
received productive rainfall to trigger the cul-
tivation activities.

Based on these findings, the agriculture min-
istry is considering strategies for possible in-
tervention and future assistance to improve 
agricultural production.

The Directorate of Extension in the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Water and Forestry is advising 
farmers to take the necessary precautions by 
avoiding delayed cultivation and take advan-

tage of the first rainfall and to use early matur-
ing crop varieties to compensate for the late 
planting season.

Due to the possibility of below normal rain-
fall conditions during January, February and 
March in the communal crop producing areas, 
timely provision of sufficient basic inputs, es-
pecially seeds (free and subsidy), has been ar-
ranged at Agricultural Development Centres. 
Farmers can obtain seeds from these centres 
with own resources. However, the ministry 
pointed out that there is limited stock of free 
seeds available and that subsidised seeds and 
fertiliser are prioritised.

This already begun with N$20 million that was 
approved by the ministry in the last week of 
2015 for a voucher procurement system to aid 
farmers to source subsidied farming inputs.

Part of the subsidy scheme will allow dry land 
crop farmers south of the Veterinary Cordon 
Fence, namely Omaheke Region, Otjozondupa 
Region and the southern part of the Oshikoto 
Region, to purchase maize, pearl millet, bean 

and groundnut seeds and fertilizers from reg-
istered suppliers within the country

The Agro Marketing Trade Agency (AMTA) will 
implement this scheme after the agency had 
earlier carried out a similar pilot project to test 
the viability and to identify the administrative 
hurdles.

The poor condition of draught livestock for 
ploughing has led the Directorate of Agricul-
ture Production, Extension, and Engineering 
Services (DAPEES) to ensure the availability of 
government tractors, and also to encourage 
private tractor owners to participate in the 
government’s ploughing subsidy services to 
assist farmers to plough their crop fields.

The early warning assessment further noted 
that grazing continues to deteriorate in vari-
ous parts of the country as drought conditions 
strengthen. Nevertheless, with better rainfall 
conditions expected during the January and 
February period, grazing is expected to im-
prove.

Food outlook remains bleak
Regional Councils with the assistance of village headmen are 
advised to continue monitoring the situation and provide the 
drought relief foods to households facing food shortages in their 
respective areas.
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THE Ministry of Land Reform has donat-
ed lucerne to farmers in the Kunene re-
gion to help them feed their cattle. The 
donation was officially handed over to 

the office of the governor at Kaoko Otavi on 
Monday last month.

The Kunene has been one of the regions hard 
hit by the prevailing drought, largely due to 
erratic rains in the area over the past four 
years, which has threatened to cripple farming 
efforts.

Deputy president of the Ngatuwane Farmers' 
Union Ben Kapi on Tuesday said the recent 
rain that fell over some parts of the region is 
not enough to guarantee survival of the cattle 
in some of the areas hit hard by the drought.

A least 1 700 bales of lucerne were donated to 
the Kunene region to assist farmers and it is 
being stored at the government warehouse at 
Kaoko Otavi, a village west of Opuwo.

Kunene governor Angelika Muharukua said 
there is need for a well-thought-of formula 
for distribution as there are mixed feelings on 
who the government should prioritise in the 
distribution of the lucerne.

According to Kapi, it was suggested that the 
lucerne be donated to those farmers in the 
constituencies beyond the veterinary cordon 
fence (VCF), which are the Sesfontein, Epupa, 
Opuwo Urban and Opuwo Rural constituen-
cies.

Kapi, however, noted that all farmers are af-

fected by the drought and it will therefore be 
unfair to assist some and exclude others.

Chairperson of the Kunene regional commit-
tee Julius Kaujova informed Nampa of a meet-
ing that took place on Wednesday at which 
the lucerne was divided into 400 bales for 
each of the four constituencies.

Kaujova said the criteria for lucerne allocation 
is still to be decided by the farmers' union, 
traditional leaders and the constituency coun-
cillors.

Acknowledging that the donation may not be 
enough for all farmers in need, Kaujova ap-
pealed to farmers in areas that have received 
some rains to kindly allow the unfortunate 
ones to be prioritised in getting the assistance.

Ministry donates lucerne to Kunene
...there is need for a well-thought-of formula for distribution as there are mixed 
feelings on who the government should prioritise in the distribution of the lucerne.
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Completion of the state of the art Vet-
erinary Clinic and Laboratory at On-
dangwa satnds idle after the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 

said that the contractor has not delivered on 
its promise.

Funds for the project have been depleted 
stopping the signing process until further 
notice after the Tender Board terminated the 
contract of Messrs. Dankie Jnr Investment CC 
appointed for the first phase of construction.

The Minister of Agriculture, Water and Forest-
ry, Hon. John Mutorwa said in a press release 
this week that, “construction of the physical 
building cannot proceed until the earthworks 
are completed. Also delaying the site hando-
ver on a tender that is already been awarded 
and is causing serious consequences on the 

financing of this project due to funds used for 
other Capital projects”.

The contractor failed to bring the work to 
functional completion on the first agreed date 
of 13 November 2014. An application sub-
mitted to Ministry of Works and Transport a 
day later was evaluated by the Department 
of Works for extension of time and extended 
the contractual practical completion to 21 No-
vember 2014.

On 22 January 2015, the sub-contractor re-
vised the programme of works to a com-
pletion date of 24 March 2015 with the 
sub-contractor writing to Messrs. Dankie Jnr 
Investment cc and the Ministry of Works and 
Transport requesting for cessation and release 
from contract to stop work and to be released 
from the project.

The Ministry said in a press release that the 
sub-contractor had already vacated the site 
even after warnings from the contractor 
against defaulting on contractual obligations.

The actual building construction was already 
awarded to Messrs Cango Construction CC on 
26 November 2014 pending the completion 
of phase 1 bulk earthworks.

“Funds have been made available to at least 
complete phase 1 of the bulk earthworks be-
fore the end of the current financial year,” Mu-
torwa said. “A financial certificate was issued 
on the 14 January 2016 and forwarded to the 
Department of Works,” he added.

Ondangwa 
Veterinary facility 
hangs in the balance

HOME NEWS

“Funds have been made available to at least complete 
phase 1 of the bulk earthworks before the end of the 
current financial year,”
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Changes within the agricultural sector 
such as the number of bilateral, re-
gional and multilateral developments 
as well as current and expected im-

pacts of climate change and agricultural land 
reform affecting the performance of the sec-
tor has prompted the revision of the 1995 Na-
tional Agricultural Policy.

As the backbone of the economy, the ag-
riculture sector is taking a new direction to 

increase and sustain agricultural production, 
that is regionally and internationally competi-
tive, which in the long run will advance overall 
economic development.

The Agriculture Policy is a review of the 1995 
national Agricultural Policy which presents a 
new direction in developing the sector.

Speaking at the official launch of the revised 
policy in Windhoek, the Minister of Agricul-

ture, Water and Forestry, Hon. John Mutor-
wa said that the policy is a product of broad 
consultations and has taken over two years to 
complete.

“In its formulation of the initial a draft, the 
Ministry took due cognisance of Namibia’s 
obligations and commitment under the rele-
vant international treaties and agreements.”

While reviewing the policy, it was taken into 
consideration that the African Union and its 
Regional Economic Communities like SADC 
will follow through with a Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP).

This new policy will serve as a base for drafting 
new as well as positioning existing policies, 
laws and regulations.

Countries belonging to the Southern African 
Customs Union (SACU) have agreed to har-
monise agricultural and related policies after 
SADC Ministers of Agriculture adopted the 
implementation of Regional Agricultural Pol-
icy (RAP).

Government also recognised inter-linkages 
through the value chain as well as other sec-
tors relevant to agriculture.

The Acting Permanent Secretary to the minis-
try, Abraham Nehemia said that the monitor-
ing and evaluation will be carried out regularly 
as it is of great importance to ensure that Sec-
toral Execution Plans which are broken down 
into Annual Sectoral Execution Plans which 
determines the need programmes and devel-
opment projects both by Government and the 
private sector.

“When necessary, the Policy would be revised 
to ensure that it address the changing envi-
ronment and circumstances,” Nehemia said.

Meanwhile, Mutorwa added that the Policy 
and Strategy are not cast in stone, and that it 
must be keep track with Government’s overall 
objectives and the dynamic agricultural envi-
ronment. The Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
and Forestry will remain flexible in making ap-
propriate amendments if and when necessary.

Revised Agriculture Policy 
tackles climate change

HOME NEWS

“In its formulation of the initial a draft, the Ministry 
took due cognisance of Namibia’s obligations and 
commitment under the relevant international treaties 
and agreements.”
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Due to the sudden devaluation of the 
Namibia Dollar against the United 
States Dollar and other currencies, 
Namib Mills recently announced a 

price increase on all of their product catego-
ries, effective as of 25 January 2016.

The local miller said market pressure as a 
result of the drought in southern Africa has 
increased maize prices dramatically, as supply 
dwindled under the extreme conditions.

However, in an effort to allay fears of any 
immediate shortages, Namib Mills said in a 
statement that it has procured enough maize 
for the expected usage until the end of June. 
But the miller cautioned that it is still exposed 
to the volatile pricing as seen currently on 
SAFEX, the commodity exchange in South Af-
rica.

Prices went through the roof, increasing by 
N$514 per ton in the second week of Decem-
ber over a period of 5 days.

This was an increase of 15%. Prices increased 
further over the festive season reaching levels 

of N$5000 per ton.

The expected price increase on average for 
each category will be Maize Meal ± 10%, 
Wheat Flour ± 6%, Mahangu Meal ± 20%, 
Rice between 15% – 23% (two categories), and 
Sugar ± 15%.

Most soft commodities are exposed to the 
exchange rate, the sudden weakening of the 
Namibian Dollar against the United States 
Dollar has made raw material of Wheat Flour, 
Mahangu Meal, Rice and Sugar considerable 
more expensive.

“Current levels for White Maize ex-Randfon-
tein in South Africa are around N$4600 per 
ton, compared to N$3300 a short while ago. 
This sudden increase is mainly due to the per-
sistent drought and the weakening Namibia 
Dollar” according to Namib Mills.

The increase in the sugar price is mainly due 
to the drought currently experienced in South 
Africa (specifically Kwazulu-Natal), along with 
the weaker Namibian Dollar. Rice prices also 
increased due to the weakening currency.

The persistent drought in Namibia resulted in 
a very small Mahangu harvest which necessi-
tated imports from abroad. There is also a cer-
tain scarcity of the product, as the only excess 
Mahangu producing country is India.

Although wheat has been cheap in historical 
terms, prices start gaining as soon as they 
are converted from USD to NAD along with 
very competitive shipping rates and Eastern 
Europe and Russia coming on the market the 
past few years with constant wheat supply.

Namibia along with the rest of Southern Afri-
ca does not use yellow maize for human con-
sumption.

This translates into a lost opportunity as the 
world harvest reached 70 million tons, while 
the production of white maize was severely 
impacted by the drought.

Namib Mills said that they will continue to 
ensure good quality products and good ser-
vice levels as well as strive to ensure constant 
availability of these basic food stuffs.

Staple food prices increase

HOME NEWS

Namibia along with the rest of Southern Africa 
does not use yellow maize for human consumption.
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Agra ProVision now provides state of 
the art “bull and sheep” fertility test-
ing countrywide. Using the IMV Tech-
nologies CASA System, an almost 

immediate analysis of sperm motility, con-
centration and morphology can be obtained, 
based on technology using image analysis 
systems that are more accurate than using the 
human eye.

This service will be facilitated by a registered 
Veterinarian, to ensure that the accurate anal-
ysis report is presented to the farmer instantly 
after the collection of semen, with assistance 
in interpreting the results.

To supplement semen analysis, Agra ProVision 
also offers other assisted breeding services, 
such as testing for abortive illnesses, venereal 
diseases and pregnancy, to ensure that live-
stock farmers are best equipped to optimize 
reproductive performance of their livestock 
herds/flocks.

Dr Fonnie Bruwer, Agra ProVision’s Veterinar-
ian advised that semen should be routinely 
evaluated in livestock as part of a breeding 
management programme, to guarantee high 

reproductive performance.

“The economic importance of a high breed-
ing efficiency and efficacy in farm animals 
emphasises the benefit of accurate prediction 
of livestock fertility and reproductive health 
factors. “

“Therefore, this service provides the ideal 
and accurate semen analysis, in a simple and 
practical manner to inform farmers on factors 
affecting their livestock reproduction value 
chain,” Dr Bruwer explained.

Agra ProVision has over the years imparted 
knowledge and skills to producers on how 
improve on their farms productivity, and this 
new service forms an integral part of their 
farm management system.

Agra ProVision offers this as a mobile service, 
enabling any Namibian farmer to benefit.

Livestock farmers are therefore strongly en-
couraged to seek this new service, to increase 
and optimise their farm’s productivity and 
profitability.

CORPORATE NEWS

Agra ProVision goes high-tech

Dr Fonnie Bruwer, Agra ProVision’s Veterinarian demonstrates how High-tech semen analysis and fertility testing takes place.

“Therefore, this service pro-
vides the ideal and accurate 
semen analysis, in a simple 
and practical manner to in-
form farmers on factors af-
fecting their livestock repro-
duction value chain,”
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The Meatco Foundation through their 
social partner and client, UNIL from 
Norway, – availed funds to upgrade 
and renovate the Helena Crush pen in 

the Otjombinde constituency of the Omaheke 
region as part of their collective Corporate So-
cial Responsibility.

A delegation from UNIL(Norway) witnessed 
the ground breaking ceremony which took 
place 162km East of Gobabis.

The Meatco Foundation Board Chairperson, 
Clara Bohitile, outlined the importance of the 
Norwegian market, stating that Norway is a 
very important market for Namibian beef.

“Although the volumes that we exported are 
around 5.05% the value we generate from that 
market represents 20.46% of Meatco income 
based on 2015/16 figures. This means that de-
spite the value we generate in their lucrative 
market, they are also willing to invest in the 
well being of our people,”said Bohitile.

Head of Buyer Division at UNIL, Eivind Thom-
as Wang, expressed their happiness at being 
able to participate in the development of a 
multi-purpose crush pen that will allow com-
munal farmers to market and sell their ani-
mals.

“We are happy that we can contribute to 
farmers and help them to have more access 
to markets for their livestock. This will go a 

long way in making sure that more Namibian 
farmers can contribute to exports,” Wang said.

Speaking on behalf of the community, Chief 
Boas Tjingaete, thanked Meatco and UNIL 
for their contribution to the community and 
stressed the need for unity amongst the com-
munity members to take ownership of the 
crush pen and maintain it in a manner that 
would uplift the community once it’s com-
pleted.

The ground breaking symbolized the com-
mencement of construction, which was a cul-
mination of hard work by Meatco and UNIL 
to help realize the dreams, and aspirations of 
the community to be contributors in the Na-
mibian economy through the Multi-purpose 
crush pen that will aid community members in 
marketing and selling of their animals.

In a speech read on his behalf by constitu-
ency councillor Katjanaa Kaurivi Governor 
of the Omaheke region, Hon. Festus Ueitele 
applauded the efforts of UNIL and Meatco in 
bringing the multi-purpose crush pen to the 
Otjombinde constituency.

He stressed the need for the community to 
take ownership of the facility and ensure its 
maintenance so future generations could con-
tinue to reap from its benefits. Construction 
of the crush pen is to be completed by mid-
2016.

Multi-purpose crush pen for Otjombinde

CORPORATE NEWS

“We are happy that we can con-
tribute to farmers and help them 
to have more access to markets 
for their livestock. This will go 
a long way in making sure that 
more Namibian farmers can con-
tribute to exports,”

Ground breaking: Meatco Foundation board chairperson, Clara Bohitile flanked by councillor, Katjanaa Kaurivi, Chief Boas Tjingaete on the left and UNIL head of buying division Eivind 
Wang as well as Meatco Executive Vehaka Tjimuine on the right.
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Namibia Breweries Limited late last 
year introduced a new beer brand, 
King Lager, brewed solely from local 
barley.

The need for a new beer brand to accommo-
date the locally-grown barley led the media 
to seek Nambrew’s rationale behind the intro-
duction of King Lager and its future plans for 
the beverage. The Breweries was also asked to 
explain why a new trade mark was necessary 
to process the homegrown barley into King 
Lager. 

Responding to the matter, O&L spokesperson 
Roux-Che Locke explained that King Lager 
was the first beer to be brewed using only 
locally grown barley. “We are proud of the 
fact that one of the key ingredients of King 
Lager and what makes King Lager stand apart 
from its peers is that it is the first commercially 
available beer in Namibia to be brewed with 
homegrown Namibian barley.”

Explained Locke further, “King Lager is exclu-
sively brewed with and contains high quality 
barley grown right here in Namibia following 
extensive trials over a 3 year period.” Remark-
ably, it would seem Namibia Breweries chose 
not to use local barley for the production of 
its other beer brands in a roundabout way. Re-
sponding to the issue, Locke said, “In terms of 
the current local barley production, we have 
only enough for King Lager at present and the 
near foreseeable future. 

However, as soon as more local barley vol-
umes are produced which are enough to re-
place most of our import volumes, only then 
will we extend the local barley production to 
the rest of our beer portfolio.” Added Locke, 
“we have always tried to find ways to add val-
ue and create employment for our people. 

One of the avenues to create jobs was to pio-
neer the cultivation of barley in Namibia. Giv-
en the success of the trials to grow barley for 
commercial use and having proved that barley 

could be grown in Namibia, it was only fitting 
that Namibia Breweries created a new premi-
um quality beer that is brewed with home-
grown Namibian barley. To this end, King 
Lager was born. Therefore, King Lager is here 
to stay.” Upon a request from the media for 
information to determine how big the barley 
harvest was and how many litres of King Lager 
Namibia Breweries was able to produce, Na-
mibia Breweries Limited remained mum. 

The barley used to produce King Lager is har-
vested at Shadikongoro. Currently barley is 
also planted at Otavifontein. Namibia Brew-
eries currently imports 40,000 tons of malted 
barley per annum, mainly from Europe. The 
local brewer said it aims to harvest at least 
12,000 hectares of barley per annum over 
the next ten years which is expected to grow 
through a partnership recently signed with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, as 
well as AgriBusDev, to grow more barley at 
the green schemes locally
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INSIDE NAMIBIA

The Namibian stud livestock breeding 
industry currently consists of 79 000 
head of registered livestock. Annelie 
Coleman spoke to Jacque Els, CEO of 

the Namibian Stud Breeders’ Association in 
Windhoek, about the distinguishing features 
of the industry in his country.

What sets the Namibian stud breeding indus-
try apart?
Livestock production here is practised under 
tough, semi-arid to arid conditions. The rain-
fall is low and highly variable, from 75mm in 
the south-west to an average of about 550mm 
in the north-east. Livestock is the mainstay of 
agriculture in the country. 

Commercial crops are grown in a small area 
– on about 2 000ha at the Hardap irrigation 
scheme close to Mariental in the maize trian-
gle of Otavi, Tsumeb and Grootfontein. 

Livestock stud breeding isn’t a hobby in Na-
mibia. To stud farmers, it’s their bread and 
butter, and an integral part of their livestock 
production. Their commercial herds are linked 
to their studs and it’s all managed as an in-
tegrated system. Nowhere in Namibia is the 
livestock stud a secondary industry that’s run 
as a sideline to crops or any other form of ag-
ricultural production. 

More than 95% of stud breeders are bona fide 
farmers. But it’s true that due to the existing 
climatic and economic conditions, stud breed-
ers and commercial producers are forced to 
diversify.

How many stud breeders, animals and spe-
cies are represented by the Namibian Stud 
Breeders’ Association?
Even before independence, stud breeders 
expressed the wish to be in control of their 
own affairs. At that stage, all livestock regis-
tration and performance recording were still 
done through SA Stud Book. A group of stud 
breeders met on 25 February 1986, drafted 
proposals and started organising themselves. 
In 2002, an investigation was carried out to 
find an alternative registration and perfor-
mance-recording system.

The Australian Breedplan and Intergis 2000 
systems were evaluated and on 9 August of 
that year the AGM decided to implement the 
Breedplan and International Livestock Regis-
tration systems. It was important to the NSBA 
that the three components – registration, per-
formance recording and evaluation – were 
contained within one system. 

Since its inception, the NSBA has grown from 
202 breeders from 11 breeders’ societies 
owning 25 016 animals to where it current-
ly serves as the registration authority for 35 
societies – 23 cattle, two goats, four sheep 
and six horse breeds. That’s a total of 700 
breeders who own more than 79 000 head of 
registered livestock. The Namibian Brahman 
Breeders’ Society was the first to sign up as 
a member.

What is the biggest breed society and why 
are specific breeds so popular in Namibia?
The Brahman breed society has the most 
members, with a membership of about 140 
breeders owning 21 000 head of regis-
tered cattle. Thirty-five of these breeders are 
emerging commercial or communal farmers. 

The Brahman has the largest influence within 
the commercial beef sector. It’s estimated that 
about 70% of the commercial cattle herd are 
Brahman crosses or infused with Brahman.

The Brahman is popular, especially as a cross-
breed, because of the excellent mothering 
ability of the crossbred dam, while bulls are 
in demand because of the adaptability of the 
breed and its good growth characteristics. 
Brahman crossbred progeny are favoured in 
feedlots. The Bonsmara is also popular within 
the commercial sector, both as purebred ani-
mals and breeding bulls. 

Their medium-frame size makes them useful 
for production in semi-arid environments. The 
Dorper is still the most popular sheep breed. 
As purebred animals and crossbreeds, they 

Inside Namibia’s stud-
breeding industry

When South Africa was not accessible to Namibian stud breeders due to foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD) – from February 2011 to May 2014 – breeders of the smaller 
breeds in Namibia struggled to obtain new material.
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contribute about 80% to the sheep popu-
lation. The registration of animals is done in 
South Africa. 

The Boer goat is the largest goat breed, with 
more than 140 registered breeders and close 
to 20 000 registered animals. The Afrikaner 
cattle stud and Boer goat stud at the Omat-
jenne Research Station are probably amongst 
the oldest herds in the country, dating back 
to the late 1940s. The newest breeds are the 
Veldmaster sheep and the Droughtmaster 
beef cattle breed. 

What are the greatest challenges facing stud 
breeders?

The biggest concern is the veterinary status 
of neighbouring countries, especially South 
Africa. Namibia currently has the highest dis-
ease-free status on the continent. Its breed-
ers can export animals to any country within 
Africa on condition that the animals comply 
with the veterinary import regulations of the 
country of import. 

When South Africa was not accessible to Na-
mibian stud breeders due to foot-and-mouth 
disease (FMD) – from February 2011 to May 
2014 – breeders of the smaller breeds in Na-
mibia struggled to obtain new material. This 
forced them to import expensive semen from 
abroad. There’s close cooperation between 
the NSBA and other livestock registering fed-
eration authorities in South Africa. We all use 

the Breedplan system for registration, perfor-
mance recording and certification. When in-
formation is requested, either from SA Stud 
Book or on animals imported into Namibia or 
exported to South Africa, this is exchanged. 

Who are Namibian stud breeders’ main cli-
ents?
These are commercial beef and emerging 
commercial sectors as well as farmers from 
the communal sector, including the Northern 
Communal Areas. Namibian beef producers 
demand bulls that will add to the production 
of weaners with good growth potential for the 
feedlot industry and the production of slaugh-
ter oxen with a 230kg to 260kg carcass, pro-

duced from the veld at the age of 30 months 
to 36 months (AB-grade or B-grade).

They also need bulls that will provide 
well-adapted crossbred females that can be 
bred from 21 months to 24 months, calve 
early under extensive production conditions 
and produce a good-quality weaner calf every 
year. During the past decade, stud breeders 
developed markets in Angola, Botswana and 
Zambia.

Every year, a number of breeding bulls (and 
breeding females from time to time), are ex-
ported. Angola is currently the biggest mar-
ket. Its cattle population decreased drastically 
during the war, and producers are looking for 
well-adapted animals to restock and improve 

herds. It’s easier and cheaper for them to buy 
quality animals in Namibia. The Bos indicus 
breeds are particularly sought-after.

Widespread incidences of brucellosis and 
trichomoniasis are increasingly reported in 
Southern Africa. What is their possible im-
pact and how does the stud industry manage 
them?
Due to its meat exports to the European 
Union, Namibia has to comply with stringent 
vet requirements. Inoculation against brucel-
losis, anthrax and black quarter is compulsory 
and proof of all vaccinations and inoculations 
has to be produced upon inspection. 

The Livestock Producers’ Organisation has an 
ongoing sensitising programme to warn farm-
ers against problems associated with these 
diseases. At auctions of stud cattle, sellers 
must hand in health certificates to prove that 
animals are free of brucellosis, trichomoniasis 
and vibriosis, and in the case of bulls, a fertility 
certificate not older than 30 days.

The outbreak of FMD earlier this year in the 
Northern Communal Areas of Namibia oc-
curred close to the border with Angola when 
infected cattle entered from that country. It 
was the areas’ first recorded case of FMD in 50 
years. Although it did cause a stir within the 
commercial farming sector, it never posed a 
threat. This was due to immediate action tak-
en by the Department of Veterinary Services 
(DVS) within the Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
and Forestry as well as efforts by commercial 
producers to contain the disease. 

The movement of all livestock was banned 
within these areas. The transportation of ani-
mals for ceremonial slaughter was done under 
the supervision of DVS staff members. Large-
scale testing was carried out to find any more 
infected cattle and a vaccination campaign 
launched, with government providing the 
funding. The commercial sector inspected the 
veterinary control fence (red line) and repaired 
the damaged section. All of this proves how 
effectively the farming sector and government 
can work together.

What is the best-case scenario for Namibia’s 
stud-breeding industry in 10 years?
This would be if Namibia, South Africa, Bo-
tswana Zimbabwe and Zambia – the main 
livestock-producing countries – could have 
FMD-free status. It would simplify the flow of 
genetic material within the SADC region. There 
is a market for genetics from Southern Africa, 
particularly in South American countries, but 
the prevalence of FMD acts as a barrier to ex-
ports. Hopefully, 10 years from now Namibia 
will also have an independent artificial insemi-
nation and embryo transfer industry.

What is the worst-case scenario?
Namibia losing its FMD status. The country 
is a nett exporter of beef, mutton and goat. 
Should the availability of brucellosis vaccine 
continue or worsen, Namibia’s export market 
for beef will be jeopardised.  If the prevalence 
of brucellosis, trichomoniasis and vibriosis in-
creases, herd fertility and productivity will be 
negatively affected. 

Email Jacque Els at jacque@iway.na.
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KIGALI - Rwanda tea output and exports 
rose in 2015 from a year before, data 
from the country's national export 
body shows.

The National Agriculture Export Board (Naeb) 
latest statistics indicate that the Central Afri-
can country's tea export volumes and revenue 
grew significantly in the first 11 months of last 
year.

Data released on Saturday showed that out-
put rose to 22,7 million kilogrammes in 2015 
compared with 20,7 million kilogrammes a 
year earlier, which raked in about US$66,3 mil-

lion, up from US$47,3 million recorded during 
the same period in 2014.

Speaking to reporters on Saturday, Issa Nku-
runziza, the head of tea division at Naeb, said 
the agency intensified efforts to improve the 
quality of the leaf.

“We have ensured that individual farmers 
and cooperatives get the best training in tea 
farming skills and post storage handling tech-
niques which boosted tea production,” he 
said.

Nkurunziza attributed the increase in value to 

good prices at the Mombasa auction over the 
reporting period, which averaged US$2,92 per 
kilo, a slight increase from the average price 
of US$2,2 per kilo in 2014. Rwanda sells tea at 
the Mombasa auction.

The National Agricultural Export Development 
Board has intensified its campaign to boost 
coffee and tea since these cash crops fetch 
high prices on the international market.

Rwanda is diversifying its two main cash crops 
— tea and coffee — in a bid to increase ex-
ports and achieve its export promotion strat-
egy.

Rwanda tea exports up

“We have ensured that individual farmers and cooperatives get the best 
training in tea farming skills and post storage handling techniques which 
boosted tea production,”

REGIONAL NEWS
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• The more expensive I-Wob sprinkler packages installed on every SENTER 360 centre pivot is 
standard equipment. It is proven by independent water scheduling professionals to get more 
water in the ground than most other centre pivot sprinklers available today. It is saving you 
money by not unnecessarily losing expensively pumped water to the atmosphere through 
evaporation or run-off. Contact us for more detail.

• I-Wob sprinklers operate at their best at only 1 bar pressure, thereby saving energy.

• Due to a SENTER 360 world- rst patent that is  tted as standard to every SENTER 360 centre 
pivot, we constantly keep your SENTER 360s’ last sprinklers clean. As a result you DO NOT lose 
the outside hectares of your expensively planted and fertilised crop anymore as is commonly 
“accepted” worldwide by centre pivot manufacturers and irrigation farmers alike due to 
blockages during the irrigation cycle.

• The extremely strong (strongest in the business) and balanced pipe structure will last you 
longer through those unexpected gale forces and trying conditions that nature so often 
throw at us.

• Our standard, accurate and intelligent direct millimetre adjustable speed control unit  ensures 
that you apply the exact millimetres required every time, not guessing, over- or under-irri-
gating.

• Our optional, accurate, multi-level soil moisture measuring devices empower you to determine 
and irrigate the exact amount needed for your crop, proven not only to save you water and 
preserve your fertiliser, but also to ensure higher yields. Independent tests show less water 
used and higher yields achieved every time.

If you are a modern agriculturalist, you are also in the 
business of saving money and conserving nature... SO ARE WE!

Our CENTRE PIVOTS have many features doing exactly that!

We specialise in total irrigation solutions and     
turnkey projects, no matter the magnitude!
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The marketing of Namibian livestock 
has increased significantly since the 
beginning of 2015 as a consequence of 
drought. A total of 83 125 head of cat-

tle were exported live to South Africa in July, 
August and September.

The Namibian Agricultural Union’s Produc-
tion-Cost Index is a valuable tool for deter-
mining and monitoring price trends in the 
country’s livestock production industries, ac-
cording to Jaco Hanekom, the union’s assis-

tant manager of commodities. The index has 
lately shown an alarming negative price trend 
in cattle production. 

The economic term ‘cost-price squeeze’ is of-
ten used in agriculture to describe the rela-
tionship between income and expenses, and 
more specifically, the rate of increase of both 
variables. It relates to a situation where aver-
age expense increases at a faster rate than the 
accompanying average income for a specific 
agricultural sector.

However, it is difficult to quantify and keep 
track of the actual rate at which the average 
input price increases more than the accompa-
nying average price of output over time. For 
this reason, the Namibia Agricultural Union 
(NAU) developed the Production-Cost Index, 
which keeps track of the income-expense re-
lationship and how it changes over time. Such 
information is crucial, and highlights the im-
portance of quantifying the effect of the cost-
price squeeze phenomenon.

Keeping track of 
livestock production 
profitability
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worldwide phenomenon in most agricultural 
sectors. The United Nation’s Food and Ag-
riculture Organisation has forecast that the 
real prices of agricultural commodities may 
decline for another decade. Namibia is no ex-
ception. The cost-price squeeze is evident in 
both its cattle and sheep industries, resulting 
in a decline in the real prices of beef/cattle 
and mutton/sheep. 

Concerns over cattle
The Production-Cost Index for the third quar-
ter of 2015 continued to indicate an increas-
ing cost-price squeeze in the cattle industry, 
with the sheep industry reflecting a more pos-
itive scenario due to more robust sheep price 
increases over the 10 years of monitoring. 

Measured from the base year of 2006 (first 
quarter 2006 = 100), cattle income increased 
to end at 157,64 basis points (bps) in the 
third quarter of 2015, while total expenses in-
creased to 242,68 bps over the same period 
(Figure 1). On the other hand, sheep income 
ended at 258,59 bps (Figure 2), keeping up 
with the rise in expenses over the 10-year pe-
riod. 

The large degree of diverging input and out-
put prices in the cattle industry over the past 
10 years, as reflected in Figure 1, led to an 
average annual cost-price squeeze of 7,54% 
from the first quarter of 2006 to the third 
quarter of 2015. The sheep industry reflect-
ed a much more manageable 2,33% over the 
same period. 

The worrying price trend in Namibia’s cattle 
sector, which has been especially visible since 
the beginning of 2012 (Figure 1), is also sup-
ported by comparing the average EU and UK 
R3 steer prices (converted to Namibian dol-
lars to account for the exchange rate effect) 
to the Namibian A2 carcass price (Figure 4). 
The sharp increase in the EU and UK prices 
(NAD) since the beginning of 2012, as seen in 
Figure 4, was primarily due to the weakening 
of the Namibian dollar against both the euro 
and pound. 

The index is based on a basket of products for 
each farming expense category. A weighting 
is allocated to each category based on its size 
relative to the total farming expenses of the 
average livestock farming enterprise in Na-
mibia. The same is done for income, which is 
primarily based on the relative price of sheep 
and cattle over time. 

The relative cattle price consists of an ap-
propriately weighted (in terms of marketing 
volumes) combination of the average weaner 

and average carcass price. After appropriately 
weighing the expenses and income, these are 
indexed from a specific base year. This allows 
for an effective comparison of changes from 
the base year onwards. Therefore, by using 
this Production-Cost Index, the cost-price 
squeeze phenomenon can be quantified and 
monitored over time. 

The international picture 
Since the global economic crisis of 2008/2009, 
an increasing cost-price squeeze has been a 
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Despite Namibia exporting a significant portion of its beef 
cuts to the EU and UK markets, the exchange rate advantage 
evident since 2012 did not have the desired effect on the Na-
mibian carcass price. This was due to significant challenges in 
terms of drought since 2013, stagnant slaughter numbers at 
local export abattoirs, a tough  global economic climate, and 
several other factors which depress local producer prices. 

The effects of the 2012/2013 drought is evident in both Fig-
ures 1 and 2. During this period, both cattle and sheep prices 
dropped significantly, with a slight acceleration in expenses 
during the same period. The 2014/2015 season also turned 
out to be a challenging time, with below-average rainfall fig-
ures for much of Namibia.

READ The long drought in Namibia
As a consequence of the drought, the marketing of livestock 
has increased significantly since the beginning of 2015. Re-
cord figures were achieved in the third quarter of 2015, with 
83 125 head of cattle exported live to South Africa in July, 
August and September. 

Increasing inflation rates
The latest on-farm inflation rate, as reflected in Figure 3, end-
ed on 4,9% for the third quarter of 2015, up from the 2,72% 
recorded in the second quarter of 2015, but still significantly 
down from the 12,18% registered in the first quarter of 2014.

The lower average on-farm inflation rate for 2015 when com-
pared with 2014 was driven by the sharp drop in oil prices 
experienced since the second half of 2014, with iron ore and 
steel prices also plummeting over the past 12 months. The 
fall provides welcome relief for Namibian farmers, especial-
ly during a period of drought and tough global economic 
conditions. As many farming inputs are imported from South 
Africa, fuel (for transport) makes up a significant portion of 
the price of these products.

Space to improve
The Production-Cost Index accentuates the fact that Namib-
ian livestock producers need to constantly increase produc-
tion and improve efficiency to keep current profit margins 
intact. Precision farming, the theme of this year’s Livestock 
Producers’ Organisations’ Congress, should be taken more 
seriously by farmers. It has the potential to significantly in-
crease production and efficiency during a time when profit 
margins are under pressure. 

Adopting smarter and more cost-efficient technologies is 
crucial; the increasingly popular solar energy technology is 
an excellent example. Farmers also need to increase the car-
rying capacity of their farms, especially in the north-central 
parts of Namibia, where bush encroachment has become a 
serious problem. Bush thinning is already administered by in-
dividual farmers, with proven benefits in terms of production 
and economies of scale advantages. 

Despite the challenges that the livestock industry faces, 
there are still many opportunities to overcome these and 
grow the industry. – Annelie Coleman
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